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•VOYAGE 

TO  THE 

NORTH  PACIFIC  OCEAN, 

AND 

ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


BOOK  THE  FIFTH, 

THIRD  VISIT  TO  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS - CONCLU'' 

SION  OF  THE  SURVEY  OP  THE  COAST  OF  NORTH¬ 
WEST  AMERICA. 

CHAPTER  L 

heave  the  Coajl  of  New  Albion — Arrive  off  the 
Eaft  Point  of  Owhyhee — Examine  Why  eat  ea 
Pay — Vifted  by  Tamaahmaah — Proceed  to  Ka- 
rakakooa  Bay — Tratfadfions  there — Departure 
of  the  DadaJus  for  New  South  Wales. 

progrefs  from  the  coafl:  of  New  Albion, 
ftill  attended  with  light  variable  winds,  was 
fo  flow,  that  at  noon  of  Sunday  the  15th  of  De¬ 
cember,  the  fhores  were  yet  in  fight,  bearing  from 
N.  17  E.  to  S.  Gg  E. ;  the  former,  being  the 
neareft,  was  diftant  feven  leagues ;  the  obferved 
latitude  was  30°  iT,  longitude  243^^  57F. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  blew  a  moderate 
VoL.  V.  B  gale 
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gale  at  W.  N.  W.  which  brought  us  by  day-light 
the  next  morning,  Monday  the  lOth,  within  fight 
of  the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe.  This  ifland  is  com- 
pofed  of  high  naked  rocky  mountains ;  is  about  | 

thirteen  miles  long,  nearly  in  a  north  and  fouth  | 

direction,  with  two  rocky  iflets ;  one  lying  W.  ! 

S.  W.  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  league  ;  the  other 
lying  fouth,  two  miles  from  its  fouth  point,  j 

which  is  fituated  in  latitude  28°  5T,  longitude  ,  | 
241®  3  8^  The  wind  at  N.  W.  continued  to  jj 

blow  a  pleafant  gale  with  fair  weather  until  mid-  |ij 

night;  but  at  this  time  it  veered  round,  and  ii 

i  ; 

fettled  in  the  north-eafh  trade  wind.  Our  dif¬ 
tance  was  now  about  75  leagues  from  the  coaft,  :! 
and  it  is  probable  the  north- weft  winds  do  not  i| 
extend  far  beyond  that  limit,  as  the  wind  that 
fucceeded  continued  without  calms,  or  other  in¬ 
terruptions,  between  the  N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E,  ; 
blowing  a  fteady,  gentle,  and  pleafant  gale.  ! 

On  Sunday  the  2 2d,  in  latitude  23®  23^  Ion-  | 
gitude  234®  Zf,  the  variation  of  the  compafs  was 
7®  eaftwardly ;  here  we  had  thirty  hours  calm, 
after  which  wx  had  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  ■ 

N.  E. ;  this,  as  we  proceeded,  was  attended  firft  ! 

by  cloudy  and  gloomy  weather,  and  afterwards 
with  rain,  and  fudden  gufts  or  flurries  of  wind. 

On  Wednefday  the  25  th,  a  tropic  bird  was  feen,  | 
and  a  common  gull  that  appeared  to  be  much 
fatigued,  and  inclined  to  alight  on  board. 

This  ; 

i 

I 
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This  very  unpleafant  weather,  fimllar  to  that 
which  we  had  experienced  in  this  neighbourhood 
about  the  conclufion  of  laft  January,  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  ;  and  on  Sunday  the  29th,  in  latitude  19^  T, 
longitude  231°  58^  the  wind,  after  veering  to 
the  S.  E.  became  light,  and,  like  the  weather, 
was  very  unfettled.  We  were  now  paffing  the 
fpot  affigned  to  los  Majos  ifles,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  few  miles  only  to  the  fouthward  of  our  former 
track ;  but  we  perceived  no  one  circumftance 
that  indicated  the  vicinity  of  land. 

On  Tuefdav  the  3lft,  the  wind  feemed  to  be 
fixed  in  the  northern  quarter,  but  the  atmofphere 
was  ftill  very  unpleafant,  and  the  gloomy  wea¬ 
ther  was  now  accompanied  by  much  rain.  On 
Friday  the  3d  of  January,  1794,  in  latitude  18° 
3  F,  longitude  213^  32^  a  very  heavy  fwell  rolled 
from  the  N.  W.  and  the  wind  in  that  diredlion 
was  light,  with  alternate  calms,  attended  by  foggy 
or  dark  hazy  wxather,  until  Monday  the  Cth, 
when,  in  latitude  19°  19^,  longitude  208°  48',  we 
had  a  few  hours  of  fair  and  pleafant  weather ; 
this  was  again  fucceeded  by  the  fame  gloomy  at¬ 
mofphere  that  we  had  experienced  during  the 
greater  part  of  this  pafl'age,  and  the  wind  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  very  variable  between  the  N.  W.  and 
S.  S.  W.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day, 
Tuefday  the  7th,  the  weather  was  more  favor¬ 
able,  and  the  wind  from  the  northward  lettlcd  in 
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the  N.  E. ;  to  this  we  fpread  all  our  canvafs  in 
the  expectation  of  feeing  the  ifland  of  Owhyhce 
at  day-light  the  next  morning.  The  wind  how¬ 
ever  flackened  during  the  night,  and  the  weather 
being  dark  and  gloomy,  it  was  not  until  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Wednefday  the 
6th>  that  Mowna-kaah  was  difcovered  fliew  Ing 
his  hoary  head  above  the  clouds,  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  W.  I  S. ;  but  the  haze  and  mift  wdth  which 
the  diftriCl  of  Aheedo  was  inveloped,  prevented 
our  difcerning  the  fliores.  The  obferved  latitude 
at  noon  was  IQ^  52^;  at  this  time  the  eafl  end 
of  Owhyhee  bore  by  compafs  S.  52  W.  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  leagues,  by  w^hlch  it  appeared  that 
Arnold’s  chronometer.  No.  14,  had  erred  in  lon¬ 
gitude  fince  our  departure  from  the  coaft  of  New 
Albion,  27^;  his  No.  176,  21'';  Kendall’s,  52^; 
and  the  dead  reckoning,  3^  40^;  all  being  to  the 
eaftw’ard  of  the  truth.  This  error  has  however 
been  corrected^  in  affigning  the  feveral  fituations 
during  this  paiTage. 

.  We  ftood  for  the  land  until  fun-fet,  w'hen, 
being  within  two  leagues  of  the  fhore,  w^e  em¬ 
ployed  the  night  in  preferving  our  ftation  off  that 
part  of  the  coaft,  where  we  expeCted  to  find  the 
harbour  or  bay  of  Whyeatea ;  in  queft  of  which 
I  difpatched  Mr.  Whldbey  in  the  cutter  the  next 
morning,  Thurlday  the  Qth,  attended  by  a  boat 
from  the  Chatham,  and  another  from  the  Dae- 
:  dalus, 
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dalus,  all  well  armed.  The  appearance  of  the 
fliores  did  not  feem  much  in  favor  of  our  finding 
a  more  eligible  fituation  here  than  at  Karakakooa, 
for  accomplifhing  our  feveral  purpofes  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  reprefentatlon  that  had  been  made 
to  us  of  its  being  very  commodious. 

The  boats  had  fcarcely  departed,  when  fomc 
of  the  natives  came  off  in  their  canoes,  but  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  very  heavy  fwell  from  the  northw^ard, 
they  could  bring  us  but  few  refrefliments-.  As  foon 
as  they  underftood  who  we  were,  they  told  us 
that  Tamaahmaah,  with  feveral  of  the  principal 
chiefs,  were  then  on  fliore  waiting  in  expectation 
of  our  arrival ;  and  then  immediately  made  the 
beft  of  their  way  towards  the  fhore,  proclaiming 
our  return  to  their  country  with  fliouts,  appa¬ 
rently  of  great  joy  and  gladnefs. 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon  we  were  honored 
w  ith  the  prefence  of  the  king,  with  his  ufual  con¬ 
fidence  and  cheerful  dlfpofition.  It  was  impof- 
fible  to  miftake  the  happinefs  he  exprefled  on 
feeing  us  again,  which  feemed  to  be  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  his  meeting  us  at  this,  his  moft  fayorite 
part  of  the  ifland ;  w^here  he  hoped  we  fhould 
be  able  to  remain  fome  time,  to  take  the  benefits 
arifing  from  its  fertility  ;  which,  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  neighbouring  fhores,  feemed  to 
promife  an  abundant  fupply  of  the  various  re^ 
frefhments  thefe  countries  are  known  to  produce. 

B  3  Tamaahmaah 
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Tamaahmaah  had  noticed  the  boats  in  their 
way  to  the  fliore,  and  trufted  they  would  return 
with  a  favorable  report ;  which  he,  as  well  as 
ourfelves,  anxioufly  waited  for  until  five  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Whidbey  now  informed  me,  that 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  foutherly  winds,  in 
the  more  advanced  part  of  the  fpring  feafon, 
\Vhyeatea  might  probably  be  found  a  tolerably 
fecure  and  convenient  place,  as  the  land  formed 
a  deep  bay,  which  was  additionally  fheltered  by 
a  reef  lying  off  its  fouth-eaft  point,  with  found¬ 
ings  from  twenty-five  to  fix  fathoms,  clear  fandy 
bottom  ;  at  leaft  as  far  as  his  examination  had 
extended.  This  had  not  been  very  minute,  as 
the  bay  was  intirely  expofed  to  the  northerly 
winds,  which  then  blew  very  flrong  ;  and  being 
attended  with  a  heavy  fea  from  that  quarter,  ren¬ 
dered  any  attempt  to  land  from  our  boats  im- 
prad;icable.  On  this  report  I  determined  to 
proceed  to  Karakakooa,  as  that  bay  was  indifpu- 
tably  at  this  time  the  moft  fecure  and  convenient 
port  for  fhipping  of  any  in  the  Sandwich  iflands. 

My  intention  was  direclly  made  known  to 
Tamaahmaah,  and  I  requeftcd  that  he  would  give 
us  the  pleafure  of  his  company  thither;  well 
knowing  that  his  influence  over  the  inferior  chiefs 
and  the  people  would  be  attended  with  the  mofi: 
defirable  confcquences,  in  preferving  the  harmony 
and  good  underftanding  that  already  fo  happily 
.V.  .  -  exifted. 
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exifted.  He  did  not,  however,  feem  much  in¬ 
clined  to  accept  my  invitation,  or  to  give  me  a 
pohtlve  anfwer ;  but  requefted,  that  the  veflels 
might  remain  fome  days  in  this  neighbourhood, 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  ample  fupply  of  refreflr^ 
ments  that  might  be  procured  here,  before  we 
proceeded  to  any  other  part  of  the  ifland ;  add¬ 
ing,  that  he  would  remain  with  us  to  fee  this 
bufinefs  properly  performed. 

I  was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  accede  to  the 
wifhes  of  the  king,  nor  was  I  fatisfied  with  the 
arrangement  he  had  propofed. 

The  veifels  having  been  driven  far  to  leeward 
on  the  morning  of  Friday  the  10th,  and  the  wdnd 
then  blowing  ftrong  from  the  north w^ard,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  very  heavy  fea,  I  pointed  out  and 
explained  to  Tamaahmaah  the  great  improbability 
of  our  being  able  to  comply  wdth  his  deilres,  and 
the  neceffity  of  our  proceeding  without  delay  to 
fome  place  of  fecure  anchorage,  for  the  purpofe 
of  refitting  ;  renewing  at  the  fame  time,  and  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  my  folicitations  for  his  com¬ 
pany.  I  did  not  fall  to  enforce  how  important 
his  prefence  would  neceffarily  be,  not  only  to  us 
for  whom  he  had  repeatedly  exprelTed  the  greateft 
refpedl  and  frlendfhip,  but  alfo  to  the  welfare  of 
his  own  fubjeds.  He  readily  acknowledged  the 
propriety  of  my  obfervatlons,  and  how  much  he 
was  inclined  to  adopt  the  meafure  I  had  propofed; 
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but  he  now  avowed  that  he  could  not  accompany 
us,  as  the  tahoo  appertaining  to  the  feftival  of  the 
new  year  demanded  his  continuance  for  a  certain 
period,  within  the  limits  of  the  diftridl  in  which 
thefe  ceremonies  had  commenced.  The  time  of 
interdid-ion  was  not  yet  expired,  and  it  was  not 
poffible  he  could  abfent  himfelf  without  the  par¬ 
ticular  fandion  of  the  priefts.  To  obtain  this 
indulgence,  he  confidered  his  prefence  to  be  in- 
dlfpenfibly  neceflary  on  fhore  at  the  moral.  Aware 
of  the  fuperior  influence  polTefled  by  the  prieft- 
hood,  and  of  the  ftrid  adherence  of  all  ranks  to 
their  fuperftitions,  I  fufpeded  that  if  Tamaah- 
maah  went  on  Ihore  they  would  not  allow  him 
to  return ;  for  this  reafon  I  recommended,  that 
one  of  the  chiefs  in  his  fuite  fliould  repair  thither, 
and  make  known  the  king’s  pleafure.  But  as 
this  propofal  did  not  feem  to  meet  his  ideas,  or 
to  be  confonant  to  his  wiflies,  I  refolved  not  to 
detain  him  contrary  to  his  own  free  wdll  and  in¬ 
clination,  or  by  any  other  means  than  thofe  of 
perfuafion.  Yet  as  I  confidered  his  attendance 
to  be  an  objed  of  too  much  Importance  to  be 
readily  relinquifhed,  I  had  recourfe  to  a  fort  of 
artifice,  that  I  had  reafon  to  believe  would  an- 
fwer  my  purpofe  by  its  operation  on  his  feel- 
ings.  I  defifted  from  all  Importunities,  and  attri¬ 
buted  his  declining  my  invitation  to  a  coolnefs 
and  a  relaxation  in  the  frlendfhip  he  had  for¬ 
merly 
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mcrly  fliewn  and  pretended  to  entertain ;  and  I 
ftated,  that  f  had  no  doubt  of  foon  finding  amongfl 
the  other  iflands  feme  chief,  whofe  affiftance, 
prote<5lion,  and  authority,  would  on  all  occafions 
be  readily  afforded, 

Tamaahrnaah  had  always  been  accuftomed  to 
attend  our  meals,  and  breakfaft  in  particular  he 
was  extremely  fond  of  partaking  with  us ;  but 
under  the  reproach  he  had  juft  received,  of  a 
want  of  friend fhip,  no  folicitatiori  could  prevail 
on  him  to  accept  of  any  thing  at  table  ;  he  fat 
in  a  filent  thoughtful  mood,  his  fenfibility  was 
probed  to  the  quick,  and  his  generous  heart, 
which  continued  to  entertain  the  warmeft  friend- 
fhip  and  regard,  not  only  for  me  but  for  eveiy 
oiK  in  our  little  community,  yielded  to  our 
Avifhes ;  though  at  the  rifk  of  incurring  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  priefts  by  an  unprecedented  breach 
of  their  religious  rites.  At  length  he  determined 
that  his  half  brother  Crymainahoo  fhould  be  fent 
to  the  priefts,  to  communicate  his  intentions  cf 
accompanying  us.  On  my  faying  that  this  re- 
fblution  made  me  very  happy,  and  met  my  hearty 
concurrence,  he  replied,  that  I  had  treated  him 
unkindly  in  fufpefting  that  his  friendfhip  was 
abated,  for  that  it  remained  unfhaken,  as  his  fu¬ 
ture  conduft  would  demonftrate  ;  but  that  he 
confidered  himfelf  to  be  the  laft  perfon  in  his 
dominions  who  ought  to  violate  the  eftabllihed 

laws. 
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laws,  and  the  regulations  of  the  country  which 
he  governed.  '  * 

Our  little  difference  being  thus  amicably  ad- 
jufted,  he  ate  a  hearty  breakfaft ;  and  having 
given  his  brother  the  neceffary  inftruflions  for 
governing  this  part  of  the  ifland  during  his  ab- 
fence,  in  which  bufmefs  they  w  ere  occupied  an 
hour,  Crymamahoo  w^as  difmlffed,  and  dire6led  to 
return  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to  communicate 
the  anfwxr  of  the  priefts. 

Thoroughly  convinced  of  the  purity  of  Ta^ 
maahmaaJi  s  friendly  intentions^  I  had  receded 
from  my  former  determination  v/lth  refpect  to 
him,  or  any  other  of  the  chiefs,  fleeping  on  board 
the  fhip.  Our  party  now  confifted  of  feven  chiefs, 
three  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their  fa¬ 
vorite  females ;  but  Tohow-man-noo^  the  king’s 
confort,  was  not  of  the  number.  As  fhe  had 
never  failed  in  her  attendance  on  him,  the  caufe 
of  her  ab fence  became  a  fubjeff  of  inquiry,  and 
I  had  the  mortification  of  underftanding  that  a 
reparation  had  taken  place,  in  confequence  of  its 
having  been  reported  that  too  great  an  intimacy 
had  fubfifted  between  her  and  Tiafina, 

I  underftood^  from  the  king’s  attendants,  that 
the  infidelity  of  the  queen  was  by  no  means  cer¬ 
tain  ;  and  as  I  wxll  knew  the  reciprocal  affedlion 
of  this  royal  pair,  and  as  fhe  was  then  refiding 
with  her  father  at,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of, 

Karakakooa, 
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Karakakooa,  I  thought  it  a  charitable  office  to 
make  a  tender  of  my  endeavours  for  the  purpofe 
of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation.  In  reply  to 
this  obtrufion  of  my  fervices,  Tamaahmaah  ex- 
preffied  his  thanks ;  and  affured  me,  that  he 
ffiould  be  always  happy  to  receive  any  advice  on, 
ftate  affairs,  or  any  public  matters,  efpecially 
where  peace  or  war  might  be  concerned  ;  but 
that  fuch  differences  as  might  occur  in,  or  re- 
fpedt,  his  domeftic  happinefs,  he  confidered  to  be 
totally  out  of  my  province.  This  rebuff  I  filently 
fuftalned  ;  cheriffiing  the  hope  that  the  period 
would  arrive  when  I  ffiould  be  able  to  prevail  on 
him  to  entertain  a  different  opinion. 

The  wind  from  the  northward,  attended  with 
a  v-ery  heavy  fea,  reduced  us  to  our  clofe-reefed 
'  topfails,  and  as  we  ftood  in  ffiore  in  the  afternoon 
a  very  ftrong  current  evidently  preffed  us  to  lee¬ 
ward.  The  appearance  of  the  w^eather  indicating 
no  favorable  or  early  change,  there  was  little  pro¬ 
bability  of  our  foon  feeing  Cryrnamahoo,  or  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Aheedoo ;  this  induced  the 
king  to  call  his  whole  retinue  together,  both  male 
and  female,  in  order  to  take  their  advice  as  to 
his  proceeding,  without  firfi:  receiving  the  reli¬ 
gious  affent  he  had  difpatched  Cryrnamahoo  to 
obtain.  The  refult  of  their  deliberations  was,  a 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  priefts  would,  on  a 

certainty, 
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certainty,  accede  to  his  wiflies.  This  had  been 
undoubtedly  the  previous  fentiment  of  the  king, 
or  he  would  not  have  inftrudted  his  brother,  in 
the  manner  he  had  done,  how  to  condud:  him» 
fclf  during  his  abfence. 

Although  I  earneftly  wiflied  to  avoid  being  the 
caufc  of  endangering  his  popularity,  yet  I  was  fo 
anxioufly  dehrous  of  his  company,  that  I  did  not 
hefitate  a  moment  In  giving  my  hearty  concur¬ 
rence  to  this  determination,  in  order  that  we 
might  make  the  beft  of  our  way  to  Karakakooa. 

Our  courfe  was  now  direded  round  the  eaft 
point  of  the  ifland,  along  its  fouth-eaft  fide  ;  we 

f 

made  a  tolerably  good  progrefs  ;  and  as  we  paffed 
the  diftrid  of  Opoona,  on  the  morning  of  Satur¬ 
day  the  1 1th,  the  weather  being  very  clear  and 
pleafant,  we  had  a  moft  excellent  view  of  Mowna 
Roa’s  fnowy  fummit,  and  the  range  of  lower 
hills  that  extend  towards  the  eaft  end  of  Owhy- 
hee.  From  the  tops  of  thefe,  about  the  middle 
of  the  defeending  ridge,  fev^'eral  columns  of  fmoke 
wxre  feen  to  afeend,  w  hich  Tarnaalimaali  and  the 

I 

reft  of  our  friends  faid  were  occafioned  by  the 
fubterraneous  fires  that  frequently  broke  out  in 
violent  eruptions,  caufing  amongft  the  natives 
fuch  a  multiplicity  of  fuperftitious  notions  as  to 
give  rife  to  a  religious  order  of  perfons,  who  per¬ 
form  volcanic  rites ;  confifting  of  various  facrl- 

fices 
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fices  of  the  different  produdlions  of  the  country, 
for  the  purpofe  of  appeafing  the  wrath  of  the  en¬ 
raged  demon. 

On  approaching  the  fhores  of  the  dlftridl  of 
Kaoo,  we  were  met  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
bringing  in  their  canoes  fomc  refrefliments  and 
other  produdions  of  the  country.  Thole  who 
firft  approached  us  feemed  to  be  much  furprized, 
and  many  of  them  w^re  not  a  little  alarrned  at 
feeing  their  king  on  board  ;  inquiring  with  great 
carneftnefs,  whether  his  being  there,  and  haring 
broken  the  taboo,  w^as  by  his  owm  choic-e,  or  by 
compulfion.  On  being  affured  by  all  prefen t 
that  Ta'maahmaaJi  and  the  reft  of  the  chiefs  wxrc 
under  no  reftraint  wdiatever,  but  w^ere  accompa¬ 
nying  us  by  their  own  free  will,  they  became 
perfectly  fatisned ;  and  appeared  to  be  equally  fo 
on  underftanding,  that  it  w^as  the  king’s  pleafure, 
that  the  hogs  and  vegetables  they  had  brought 
oft  Ihould  be  delivered  on  board,  without  their 
receiving  any  equivalent  in  return  ;  nor  could 
wx,  without  giving  Taniaahmaali  ferious  offence, 
have  infringed  this  order,  which  feemed  to  be 
very  cheerfully  complied  with  on  the  part  of  his 
fubjefls ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon,  the 
veflels  procured  a  fufticient  fupply  for  their  pre- 
fent  confumption.  Whether  the  king  accounted 
with  thefe  people  afterwards  for  the  value  of  their 
property  thus  difpofed  of,  or  not,  I  could  not 

rightly 
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rightly  underftand  ;  but  from  the  great  good  hu¬ 
mour  with  which  they  complied  with  the  royal 
order,  and  from  fome  converfation  with  one  of 
the  king’s  attendants,  refpefting  the  value  of  the 
refrefliments  fo  delivered,  I  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  a  comperifation  would  be  allowed  to  them. 

Shortly  after  noon  we  were  oppofite  the  foiith 
point  of  the  iflancl ;  and,  as  a  report  had  been 
circulated  that  clofe  round,  on  its  weftern  fide, 
eood  anchora2!:e  and  excellent  fhelter  had  been 
found,  (though  it  had  efcaped  the  notice  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook)  Mr.  Whldbey  was  difpatched  in  the 
cutter,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  truth  of  this  af- 
fertion,  which  was  foon  proved  to  be  void  of 
foundation  ;  for  although  a  ftrong  wefterly  gale 
prevented  Mr.  Whidbey  from  making  a  very  mi¬ 
nute  examination,  yet  he  clearly  difeovered  that 
the  fhores  were  nearly  feraight,  and  expofed  to  a 
moft  tremendous  furf,  that  broke  with  fuch  fury 
as  to  render  landing,  if  not  impoffible,  highly 
dangerous,  even  to  thofc  of  the  Inhabitants  who 
are  mofl  expert  in  the  management  of  their  ca¬ 
noes. 

■  The  wdnd  continued  to  blow  very  ftrong  be¬ 
tween  W.  and  N.  W.  until  the  morning  of  Sun¬ 
day  the  12th ;  when  it  became  variable,  and  al¬ 
lowed  us  to  make  but  a  very  flow  progrefs  towards 
Karakakooa.  Tamaahmaah  being  very  anxious 
that  we  fhould  gain, the  place  of  our  deftlnation, 

went 
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went  on  fhore  for  the  purpofe  of  placing  lights 
to  condud:  us  in  the  evening  to  our  former  an¬ 
chorage  ;  v^here,  about  ten  the  following  night, 
we  anchored  near  an  American  brig,  named  the 
Lady  Wadiingtori,  commanded  by  Mr.  John 
Kendrick. 

As  w^e  worked  into  the  bay  many  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  W'ere  aflembled  on  the  fhores,  who  an¬ 
nounced  their  congratulations  by  fhouts  of  joy, 
as,  on  our  different  tacks,  we  approached  the 
Ihores  of  the  neighbouring  villages.  At  this  late 
hour  many  of  our  former  friends,  particularly  of 
the  fair  fex,  loft  no  time  in  teftifying  the  fmee- 
rity  of  the  public  fentiment  in  our  favour.  Young 
and  Davis  we  had  like  wife  the  pleafure  of  find¬ 
ing  in  the  exercife  of  thofe  judicious  principles 
they  had  fo  wifely  adopted,  and  which  by  their 
example  and  advice  had  fo  uniformly  been  car¬ 
ried  into  effed.  The  great  propriety  with  which 
they  had  conduded  themfelves,  had  tended  in  a 
high  degree  to  the  comfort  and  happinefs  of  thefe 
people,  to  the  gratification  of  their  own  feelings, 
and  to  a  pre-  eminence  in  the  good  opinion  of  the 
king,  that  had  intltled  them  to  his  warmeft  af- 
ffedions.  The  fame  fort  of  efteem  and  regard, 
we  underftood,  was  fliewn  to  them,  if  not  by  all, 
at  leaft  by  the  well-difpofed  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland. 

The  Difeovery  was  fecured  nearly  in  her  former 

ftation 
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ftatlon  on  the  following  morning ;  and  the  Chat¬ 
ham  and  Daedalus  were  difpofed  of  in  the  mofl 
convenient  manner  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  refpe<51ive  fervices  that  each  had  to  perform. 

Mr.  Kendrick  had  been  here  about  fix  weeks, 
and  it  was  with  infinite  pleafure  we  underftood 
that  during  that  time  he  had  not  only  been  libe¬ 
rally  fupplied  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland 
with  its  feveral  productions,  but  that  the  fame 
orderly  and  civil  behaviour  had  been  obferved 
towards  him  which  we  had  experienced  on  our 
former  vifit ;  and  which  we  had  every  reafon  to 
cxpeCl  would  be  continued,  from  the  alTurances 
wc  received  from  the  chiefs,  and  from  the  accla¬ 
mations  of  the  people,  which  had  refounded  from 
all  quarters  on  our  arrival. 

TamaahmaaJi  underftanding  that  it  W’ould  be 
neceflary  that  w  e  fliould  land  parts  of  the  cargoes  ^ 
of  all  the  veflels,  appointed  proper  places  for  their 
reception ;  and  knowing  we  had  no  more  men 
than  we  could  conftantly  employ  for  the  fpeedj 
accomplifhment  of  this  bufmefs,  he  undertook 
to  be  anfwerable  for  the  fafety  and  fecurity  of 
every  thing  wc  might  have  occafion  to  put  on 
fliore,  without  our  having  any  guard  there  for 
its  protection.  He  alfo  gave  orders  that  his 
people  fhould  fill  our  water  cafks ;  and  as  he 
confidered  that  bartering  with  the  feveral  chiefs, 
and  other  individuals,  for  the  valuable  refrefh- 

ments 
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ments  of  the  country,  would  not  only  be  trouble- 
fome  and  unpleafant,  but  might  give  rife  to  dlf- 
putes  and  mifunderftandings  between  the  parties; 
he  defired  we  would  daily,  or  as  often  as  fliould 
fult  our  convenience,  make  our  demands  known 
to  him,  and  he  would  take  care  ^that  the  three 
veffels  were  duly  fupplied  with  every  neceflary 
rcfrelhment. 

Th  is  Gonfiderate  and  very  friendly  arrangement 
I  was  happy  to  concur  in,  and  at  day- light  on 
Wednefday  morning  the  15th,  three  large  canoes, 
laden  with  forty  very  fine  hogs,  and  thirty  fmall 
ones,  with  a  proportionate  quantity  of  vegetables, 
were,  by  the  directions  of  the  king,  diftributed 
amongfi:  our  three  velTels. 

On  this  occafion  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid 
making  a  comparlfon  between  our  reception  and 
treatment  here,  by  thefe  untaught  children  of 
nature,  and  the  ceremonious  conditional  offers 
of  accommodation  we  experienced  at  St.  Fran- 
clfco  and  Monterrey,  from  the  educated  civilized 
governor  of  New  Albion  and  California. 

After  the  large  canoes  had  delivered  their  ac¬ 
ceptable  cargoes,  they  received  and  took  to  the 
ftiore  the  live  cattle,  which  I  had  been  more  fuc- 
cefsful  in  bringing  from  New  Albion  than  on  the 
former  occafion.  Thefe  confifted  of  a  young 
bull  nearly  full  grown,  two  fine  cows,  and  two 
very  fine  bull  calves,  all  in  high  condition;  as 
■  VoL.  V.  ,  C  like  wife 
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likewlfe  five  rams,  and  five  ewe  fticep.  Two  of 
each  of  thcfe,  with  moft  of  the  black  cattle,  were 
given  to  the  king ;  and  as  thofe  1  had  brought 
lafl:  year  had  thrived  exceedingly  well ;  the  fheep 
having  bred,  and  one  of  the  cows  having  brought 
forth  a  cow  calf ;  I  had  little  doubt,  by  this  fe- 
cond  importation,  of  having  at  length  efFefted 
the  very  defirable  objeft  of  eftablifhing  in  this 
illand  a  breed  of  thofe  valuable  animals. 

I  learned  from  Tamaahmaah  that  he  had  iflued 
the  ftridleft  orders  fo  to  regulate  the  condudl  and 
behaviour  of  his  people  towards  us,  as  he  trufted 
would  be  the  means  of  infuring  a  continuance  of 
the  harmony  that  had  fo  happily  fubfifted  on  our 
former  vifits  to  his  dominions ;  and  he  added;, 
that  he  had  many  enemies,  even  amongfi:  the 
chiefs  of  O whyhee,  who  were  not  unlikely  to  ufe 
their  endeavours  for  the  purpofe  of  fruftratlng  his 
good  intentions,  and  that  it  was  very  important 
that  the  defigns  of  fuch  ill-difpofed  perfons  fhould 
be  watchfully  guarded  againft.  I  thanked  Ta- 
maahmaah  for  his  vigilant  attention  to  preferve 
our  tranquillity  and  comfort,  and  informed  him, 
that  I  had  alfo  iflued  orders  and  direcflions  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  given  on  my  former  vifit.  Thefe 
having  the  fame  tendency,  and  operating  to  the 
fame  end,  with  thofe  enjoined  by  himfelf,  would, 
I  hoped,  be  efteclual  in  affording  us  the  recrea¬ 
tion  and  enjoyment  of  the  country,  and  in  fe*^ 

.  curing 
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curing  to  US  a  continuation  of  the  then  fubfifting 

f  • 

friendly  ihtercourfe. 

Thefe  neceflary  precautions  being  taken  on 
both  fides,  we  immediately  began  upon  the  va¬ 
rious  fervices  that  demanded  our  attention.  Thofe 
appertaining  to  the  reception  of  the  provifions 
and  {lores  from  the  D^dalus,  were  the  primary 
objedls  of  our  confideratlon ;  and  by  the  orderly 
and  docile  behaviour  of  all  clatTes  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  this  bufmefs  was  carried  into  executioii 
with  a  degree  of  facility  and  confidence  in  our^ 
perfedl  fecurlty,  equal  to  the  accommodation  that 
could  polTibly  have  been  obtained  in  any  port  of 
Europe. 

There  were  not  at  this  time  many  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  chiefs  in  our  neighbourhood.  Our  former 
friend  Kahowmotoo  paid  us  an  early  vifit,  with  a 
prefent  of  twenty  large  hogs,  and  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  vegetables.  He  was  not,  however, 
in  his  ufually  cheerful  good  fpirits,  but  was  much 
depreiTed,  in  confequence  of  a  violent  indifpofi- 
tion  under  which  his  favourite  fon  JVhokaa  la¬ 
boured  from  a  wound  he  had  received  in  the  ex-  ’ 
ercife  of  throwing  the  fpear  with  a  man  of  mean 
rank.  After  a  long  contention  for  fuperiority, 
their  play,  it  feemed,  terminated  in  earneft,  and 
the  young  chief  received  his  adverfary’s  fpear, 
which  was  barbed,  in  the  throat.  Much  diffi¬ 
culty  had  attended  its  being  taken  out,  wdiich 

C  2  had 
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had  occafioned  a  w^ound  that  had  baffled  all  their 
art  to  cure,  and  had  reduced  him  to  the  lafh  ftage 
of  his  exiftence.  His  antagonift  was  foon  feized, 
and  the  next  day  bis  eyes'  were  pulled  out,  and> 
after  remaining  in  that  deplorable  ftate  two  days, 
he  was  executed,  by  being  ftrangled  with  a  rope. 

As  fome  of  the  gentlemen  intended  to  accom¬ 
pany  Mr.  Menzies  on  an  excurfion  into  the  inte¬ 
rior  part  of  the  country,  they  were,  agreeably  to 
our  plan  of  regulations,  on  Thurfday  the  1 0th, 
attended  by  a  chief  of  the  village  of  Kakooa  with 
feveral  of  the  king’s  people,  who  had  directions 
to  fupply  all  their  wants,  and  to  afford  them 
every  affiftance  and  fervice  that  they  might  re¬ 
quire. 

The  harmonv  that  had  attended  the  execution 
of  all  our  employments  had  fo  facilitated  the 
equipment  of  the  veffels,  that,  by  the  following 
Tuefday,  the  2 iff,  the  bufmefs  in  the  Difcovery’s 
hold  was  in  that  ftate  of  forwardnefs  as  to  permit 
our  attending  to  other  objecfts.  The  aftronomical 
department  claimed  my  firft  thoughts ;  and  being 
of  fuch  material  importance,  I  was  anxious  to 
iofe  no  time  in  fending  the  tents,  obfervatory, 
and  inftruments  on  Ihore,  now  that  a  party  could 
be  afforded  for  their  protec?tion.  On  this  occa- 
fion  I  was  furprized  to  find  the  king  make  fome 
objections  to  their  being  erected  in  their  former 
fituatioU;  near  the  moral,  giving  us  as  a  reafon,that 

he 
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he  could  not  fandion  our  inhabiting  the  tabooed 
lands,  without  previoufly  obtaining  the  permlffion 
of  an  old  woman,  who,  we  underftand,  was  the 
daughter  of  the  venerable  Kaoo,  and  wife  to  the 
treacherous  Koah.^  Being  totally  vinacquainted 
before  that  the  women  ever  poffeffed  the  leaft 
authority  over  their  confecrated  places,  or  reli¬ 
gious  ceremonies,  this  circumftance  much  fur- 
prized  me,  efpeclally  as  the  king  feemed  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  receiving  a  refufal  from  this  old 

r 

lady ;  and  which,  after  waiting  on  fhore  for  fome 

time,  proved  to  be  the  cafe.  Tamaahmaah  ob- 

fervlng  my  difappolntment,  Intreated  me  to  fix 

upon  tome  other  part  of  the  bay  ;  but  as  It  was 

eafily  made  obvious  to  his  underftanding  that  no 

other  fpbt  would  be  equally  convenient,  hednftant- 

ly  afiembled  fome  of  the  principal  priefts  'in  the 
•  •  ^  *  *  *  • 
moral;  and  after  having'  a  ferious  conference  with 

them,  he  acquainted  me,  that  we  were  at  liberty 

to  occupy  the  confecrated  ground  as  ^  formerly, 

which  we  accordingly  took  poffcffion  of  the  next 

morning,  Wednefday  the  22d.  " 

Mr.  Whidbey,  who  had  charge’of  the  encamp- 

rnent,  attended  It  on  fhoremnder  a  guard  of  fix 


marines ;  thcfe  were  fenti  however^  more  for  the 

fake  of  fotm  than/for  neteffity  f 

had  appointed^one  of  his^half  bfbfliefs  ‘Trywhoolcef 

X  * 

Vide  Captain' King’s  account  of  took’ s^death, 

C  3  a  chief 
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a  chief  of  fome  confequence,  together  with  fe- 
veral  of  the  priefts,  to,  proted:,  and  render  the 
party  on  fhore  every  fervice  their  fituation  might 
demand.  To  this  fpot,  as  on  our  former  vifit^^ 
none  were  admitted  but  thofe  of  the  fociety  of 
priells,  the  principal  chiefs,  and  fome  few  ot  their 
mah  attendants ;  no  w^omen,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  beiYig  ever  admitted  within  the  facred 
limits  of  the  morai.  . 

•  *  V  .  i  -• 

✓  . 

The  unfortunate  fon  of  Kahowmotoo  had^been 
brought  by  his.  father,  from  one  ot  his  principal 
places  of  refidence,  about  fix  miles  north  of  the 
bay,  where^  the  unfortunate  accident  happened, 
to  the  village  of  Ko\vrqwa,  in  order  to  benefit  by 
fuch  medical  or  other  affiftance  as  we  might  be 
able  to  atfbrd,  but  without  effed ;  for  in  the  afn 
'  ternoon  he  breathed'  his  laft. 

The  periodical  taboo,  that  ought  tq  have  com¬ 
menced  .^the^  following  evening,  Thurfday  the 
23d,  was,  ^on  this  occation,  fufpended,  to  mani- 
fefl:  that  they  were  offended  ^with  their  deity  for 
the  death  of  this  young  chief ;  whofe  lofs  feemed 
to  be.greatly;  deplorcd_by  all  the  family,  but  mpft 
particularJyr  fo  by  Kahowmotoo  ;  of  whoniT  took 
a  proper  opportunity  of  inquiring  when  the  ^corplp 
would  be  int;en:ed;,  and  if  there  wQjuld  be  any  ob- 
jedion  to  , my  j§ttendingr' the  funeral  folbmnities.. 
To  this  h,e  .madp.  anfwer,  that  the  burial  w^ould 

-  take 
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take  place  the  following  day,  and  that  he  would 
come  on  board  at  any  convenient  hour,  and  ac¬ 
company  me  on  fhore  for  that  purpofe. 

I  remained  pcrfeftly  fatisfied  with  the  promife 
made  by  Kahowmotoo ;  and  was  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Friday  the  24th,  greatly  difappointed  on  his 
informing  me,  that  KavaheerOj  the  chief  of  the 
village  at  which  his  fon  had  died,  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  unknown  to  him  or  any  of 
his  family,  caufed  the  body  of  the  young  chief  to 
be  interred  in  one  of  the  fepulchral  holes  of  the 
fteep  hill,  forming  the  north  fide  of  the  bay.  This 
circumftance  could  not  but  be  received  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional  proof  of  their  averfion  to  our  becoming 
acquainted  with  their  religious  rites,  and  their 
determination  to  prevent  our  attendance  on  any 
of  their  facred  formalities. 

The  party  accompanying  Mr.  Menzies  returned 
with  him  on  Saturday  the  25th.,  after  having  had 
a  very  pleafant  excurfion,  though  it  had  been 
fomewhat  fatiguing  in  cdHfequence  of  the  bad- 
iiefs  of  the  paths  in  the  interior  country,  where  in 

r 

many  places  the  ground  broke  in  under  their  feet. 
Their  pbje^l  had  been  to  gain  the  fummit  of 
Mowna  Roa,  vrbich  they  had  not  been  able  to 
efFcdl  in  the  diredlion  they  had  attempted  it^ 
but  they  had-reached  the  top  of  another  rqoun-^ 
tain,  which  though  not  fo  lofty  as  Mowna- 
rowna,  or  Mowna-kaah,  is  yet  very  confpicuousa 

C  4  and 
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and  is  called  by  the  natives  Worroray.  This 
mountain  rifes  from  the  weftern  extremity  qf  the 
ifland,  and  on  its  fumrnit  was  a  volcanic  crater 
that  readily  accounted  for  the  formation  of  that 
part  of  the  country  over  which  they  had  found 
it  fo  dangerous  to  travel.  The  good  offices  of 
their  Indian  guide  and  fervants  received  a  liberal 
reward,  to  which  they  were  highly  intitled  by 

their  friendly  and  orderly  behaviour, 

-  / 

The  whole  of  the  retinue  that  had  attended 
Tamaahmaah  from  Aheedoo,  with  the  addition 
of  fome  new  vifitors,  lived  intirely.on  board  the 
fliip,  and  felt  themfelves  not  only  perfectly  at 
home,  but  very  advantageoufly  fituated,  in  being 
enabled  to  purchafe  fuch  commodities  of  their 
own  produce  or  manufafture  vyhich  were  brought 
to  us  for  fale,  as  attracted  their  attention,  with 
the  prefents  which  they  received  from  time  to 
time.  Notwithftanding  this  indulgence,  which 
I  thought  could  not  have  failed  to  keep  them 
honeft,  fuch  is  their  irrefiftible  propenfity  to 
thieving,  that  five  of  my  table  knives  were  mif¬ 
fing.  The  whole  party  ftoutly  denied  having  any 
knowledge  of  the  theft ;  but  as  it  was  evident 
the  knives  were  ftolen  by  fome  of  them,  I  or¬ 
dered  them  all,  except  the  king,  inflantly  to  quit 
the  fhip,  and  gave  pofitive  direcSions  that  no  one 
of  them  fhould  be  re- admitted.  Befides  this,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  make  a  point  with  Ta- 

maahmaah 
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maalimaah  that  the  knives  fhould  be  reftored.  He 
faw  the  propriety  of  my  Infiftlng  on  this  demand, 
and  before  noon  three  of  the  knives  were  re¬ 
turned. 

The  taboo ^  w^hich  had  been  poftponed  In  con¬ 
sequence  of  Wliokads  death,  was  obferved  this 
evening,  though  not  without  holding  out  a  fen- 
timent  of  refentment  to  their  deity  for  having 
fufFered  him  to  die  ;  for  inftead  of  its  continuing 
the  ufual  time  of  two  nights  and  one  whole  day) 
this  w'as  only  to  be  in  force  from  fun-fet  to  the 
rifing  of  the  fun  the  following  morning,  Sunday" 
the  20th,  which  the  king  having  obferved,  re¬ 
turned  to  us  as  foon  as  the  ceremonies  w^ere 
finiflied. 

Being  very  much  difpleafed  with  the  ungrate¬ 
ful  behaviour  of  his  attendants,  I  demanded  of 
Tamaahmaah^  in  a  ferious  tone,  the  two  knives 
that  had  not  yet  been  reftored.  I  expatiated  on 
the  difgrace  that  attached  to  every  individual  of 
the  whole  party,  and  the  confcquence  of  the  ex- 
anaple  to  all  the  fubordlnat'e  claffes  of  his  people. 
He  appeared  to  be  much  chagrined,  and  to  fuffcr 
a  high  degree  of  mortification  at  the  very  un- 
handfome  manner  in  which  I  had  been  treated ; 
this  was  ftlll  further  increafed,  by  one  of  his  moil 
particular  favorites  having  been  charged,  ’and^on 
juft  grounds,  as  one  of  the  delinquents. 

About  noon  be  went  on  fhore,  in  a  very  fullen 

humour, 
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humour,  and  did  not  return  until  I  had  fent  for 
him  in  the  evening,  which  fummons  he  very  rea¬ 
dily  obeyed  ;  and  foon  another  knife  was  re¬ 
turned,  which  he  declared  was  the  only  one  he 
had  been  able  to  find,  and  that  if  any  more  were 
yet  miffing,  they  rpuft  have  been  loft  by  feme 
other  means.  The  truth,  as  we  afterwards  un- 
dcrftood,  was,  that  the  knife  had  been  given,  by 
the  purloiner,  to  a  perfon  of  much  confequence, 
over  whom  Tamaahmaah  did  not  wifh  to  enforce 
his  authority. 

Thefe  knives  had  not  been  ftolen,  as  might  be 
naturally  imagined,  for  their  value  as  iron  inftru-^ 
meats,  but  for  the  fake  of  their  ivory  handles. 
Thefe  were  intended  to  have  been  converted  into 
certain  neck  ornaments,  that  are  confidered  as 
facred  and  invaluable.  The  bones  of  feme  fifli 
are,i,wd.th  great  labour,  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  the  colour  and  texture  of  the  ivory  fur- 
palling,  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  the  other  ordi¬ 
nary  material,  the  temptation  was  too  great  fa 
be  refifted. 

Under  the  particular  circumftances,  which  we 
underftood  attended  the  miffing  knife,  I  readily 

ir 

put  up  with  its  lofs ;  becaufe,  in  fe  doing,  I  was 
relieve^d  of  the  inconvenience  which  a  number  of 
noify  .and  troublefome  yifitors  had ‘occafioned,; 
Thefe,  however,  paid  dearly  for  their  diflionefly,^ 
in  being  abridged  of  the  great  feurc^  of  wealth 


1703.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  ^7 

■^'hich  they  had  enjoyed  on  board,  and  which  had 
en^bl.ed  them  to  procure  rnany  valuable  commo¬ 
dities  of  thpir  own  country,  at  the  expence  of 
piking  only  for  fuch  of'  qur  European  atticlea 
the  feller  demanded. 

Our  bufinefs  in  the  hold  being  finifted  on 
Monday  the  27th,  the  feame.n  were  employed  la 
a  thorough  examination  of  all,  the  rigging  ;  and 
although  this  was  the  Srft  time,  with  refpecl  to 
the  lower  rigging,  that  an  examination  had  taken 
place  fince  the  fliip  was  commiffioned,  we  had 
the  tatisfadlion  of  finding  it  in  much  better  con¬ 
dition  than,  from  the  trials  it  had  endured,  we 
could  reafonabiy  have  expedled. 

Since  the  death  of  WliGlaa,  KaJiownioiho.  had 
not  paid  the  leaft  attention  to  the  Owhyhean  ia- 
}}oos. ;  but  as  fimllar  Interdidlions  were  to  take 
place  on  Tuefday  the  28th,’  ono  the  iiHand  of 
Mqw^ee,  thefe  he  pundtually  obferved.;  andj  011 
the  following  day  Tiamaahmaah  alfo  ‘v/as  again 
thus  rellgioufly  engaged ;  but  as  there'  w^ere  no 
prayers  on  this  day,  the  people  at  large  feemed 
to.  be  under  little  reftricfllon.  ^  'jc  ? 

Qn  Thurfday  the  30th,  we  were  favored  wltE 
the  company  of  Terree-my-tee^  Cryjnamahoo,  T/-. 
mna,  and  fome  other  chiefs,,  from:  'the;  diftant 
parts  of  the  iiland.  * 

Their  arrival  had  been  In  cohfequcnce  of  a 
fummons,  from  the  kinR,  who  had  called  the; 

firrdnd 
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grand  council  of  the  ifland,  on  the  fubjedl  of  its 
ceffion  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  was 
unanimoufly  defired.  This  important  buiinefs, 
however,  for  which  their  attendance  had  been 
demanded,  appeared  to  be  of  ’fecondary  confidera- 
tion  to  all  of  them  ;  and  the  happinefs  they  ex- 
preffed  on  our  return,  together  with  their  cordial 
behaviour,  proved,  beyond  difpute,  that  our  ar¬ 
rival  at  Owhyhee  was  the  objedl  mofh  conducive 
to  the  pleafure  of  their  journey,  Even  Tianna 
condudled  himfelf  with  an  unufual  degree  of 
good  humour  ;  but  as  neither  he,  nor  his  brother 
Nomat ahah,  from  their  turbulent,  treacherous,  and 
ungrateful  difpofitions,  were  favorites  amongft 
lis,  his  humility,  on  this  occafion,  obtained  him 
only  the  reputation  of  poiTeffing  a  very  fuperlor 
degree  of  art  and  duplicity.  But  as  the  principal 
obje£l  I  had  in  view  was  to  preferve  the  good 
underftanding'that  had  been  eftabliflied  betw^eeri 
us,  and,  if  poffible,  to  fecure  it  on  a  permanent 
bafis,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  might  fucceed 
us  at  thefc  ifiands,  I  waved  all  retrofpedlive  con- 
fiderations,  and  treated  Tianna  with  every  mark 
of  attention,  to  which  his^rank,  as  one'of  the  fix 
provincial  chiefs,  intitled  him,  and  with  which, 
on  all  occafions,  he  appeared  to  be  highly  gra-^ 
tified.  V  ' 

Thefe  chiefs  brought  intelligence,  that  a  quan-. 
tity  of  timber  which  had  been  fent  for  at  my  re-^ 

queftj^ 


1793.]  HOUND  THE  WORLD. 

queft,  was  oh  its  waj  hither ;  it  had  been  cut 
down  under  the  dlretdilons  of  an  Englifhman, 
whofe  name  was  Bold,  formerly  the  mate  of  the 
floop  Wafliington,  but  who  had  rellnquiflied  that 
way  of  life,  and  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
Tamaahmaah,  He  appeared  in  the  character  of 
a  fhipwright,  and  had  undertaken  to  build,  with 
thefe  materials,  a  veffel  for  the  king,  after  the 
European  fafhion  ;  but  not  having  been  regularly 
brought  up  to  this  bufmefs,  both  himfelf  and  his 
comrades,  Young  and  Davis,  were  fearful  of  en¬ 
countering  too  many  difficulties ;  efpecially  as 
they  were  all  much  at  a  lofs  in  the  firft  outfet, 
that  of  laying  down  the  keel,  and  properly  fet- 
ting  up  the  frame ;  but  could  they  be  rightly  af- 
fiffed  in  thefe  primary  operations,  Boid  (whohad 
the  appearance  of  being  very  induftrious  and  in¬ 
genious)  feemed  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  accom- 
plifliing  the  reft  of  their  undertaking. 

This  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  conferring 
on  Tamaahmaah  a  favor  that  he  valued  far  beyond 
every  other  obligation  In  my  power  to  beftow,  by 
permitting  our  carpenters  to  begin  the  veffel ; 
from  whofe  example,  and  the  afliffance  of  thefe 
three  engineers,  he  was  in  hopes  that  his  people 
would  hereafter  be  able  to  build  boats  ar^d  fmali 
veffels  for  themfelves. 

An  ambition  fo  truly  laudable,  in  one  to  whofe 
hofpitality  and  friendfhip  we  had  been  fo  highly 

indebted, 
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indebtbd,  and  whofe  good  offices  were  daily  ad- 
miniftering  in  fome  way  or  other  to  our  comfort^ 
it  was  a  grateful  tafk  to  cherlffi  and  promote ;  and 
as  our  carpenters  had  finiffied  the  re-equipment 
of  the  veffels,  on  Saturday,  the  ift  of  February, 
they  kid  down  the  keel,  and  began  to  prepare 
the  frame-work  of  his  Owhyhean  Majefty’s  £rft 
man  of  war.  The  length  of  its  keel  was  thirty- 
fix  feet,  the  extreme  breadth  of  the  veffel  nine 
feet  and  a  quarter,  and  the  depth  of  her  hold 
about  five  feet ;  her  name  was  to  be  The  Bri¬ 
tannia,  and  was  intended  as  a  protedlion  to  the 
royal  perfon  of  Tamaahmaah ;  and  I  believe  few 
circumftances  in  his  life  ever  afforded  him  more 
folid  fatlsfadfion. 

It  was  not  very  likely  that  our  ftay  would  be 
fo  protracted,  as  to  allow  our  artificers  to  finiflr 
the  work  they  had  begun,  nor  did  the  king  feem 
to  expeCt  I  fiiould  defer  my  departure  hence  fot 
that  purpofe  ;  but  confided  in  the  affertion  of 
Boid,  that,  with  the  affiffance  we  fhould  afford 
him,  he  would  be  able  to  complete  the  veffel. 

In  the  evening  a  very  ftriCt  taboo  commenced  ; 
it  was  called  The  taboo  of  the  Hahcoo,  and  apper¬ 
tains  to  the  taking;  of  two  particular  kinds  of  fifh; 
one  of  which,  amongft  thefe  iflanders,  bears  that 
name ;  thefe  are  not  lawful  to  be  taken  at  th6 
fame  time,  for  during  thefe  months  that  the  one 
is  permitted  to  be  caught  the  other  is  prohibltedi 
^  They 
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They  are  very  pundhial  In  the  obfervance  of  this 
annlverfary,  which  is,  exclufively  of  their  days, 
months,  and  year,  an  additional  means  of  dividing 
their  time,  or,  perhaps,  properly  fpeaking,  their 
fcafons.  The  continuance  of  this  interdldiion 
ought  to  have  extended  to  ten  days ;  but  as  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  king  to  fliorten  its  duration 
in  any  one  particular  dlftrift,  he  diredled  on  our 
^  account  that  in  the  dlftrlct  of  Akona  it  fhould 
ceafe  with  the  men  on  the  morning  of  the  4th, 
and  with  the  women  on  the  day  following. 

Mofi:  of  our  eflential  bufmefs  was  nearly 
brought  to  a  conclufion  by  Thurfday  the  0th, 
and  our  remaining  here  for  the  accompliihment’ 
of  what  yet  remained  to  be  done,  was  no  longer 
an  oly*ect  of  ablblute  neceffity  ;  yet  I  w^as  induced 
to  prolong  our  flay  in  this  comfortable  htuation 
for  two  reafons  ;  firft,  becaufe  the  plan  of  opera¬ 
tions  I  intended  to  purfue,  in  the  profecution  of 
the  remaining  part  of  our  furvey  on  the  coaft  of 
North- Weft  America,  did  not  require  our  re¬ 
pairing  immediately  to  the  north  w'ard ;  and  ft- 
condly,  becaufe  our  former  experience  amongft 
the  other  lilands  had  proved,  that  there  was  no’ 
ptofpect  of  obtaining  that  abundant  fupply  of  re-^r 
frefliments  which  Owhyhce  afforded,  even  at  the 
expence  of  arms  and  ammunition  ;  articles  that 
humanity  and  policy  had  uniformly  induced  me 

to 
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to  wlth-hold,  not  only  from  thefe  iflanders,  but 
from  every  tribe  of  Indians  with  whom  we  had 
any  concern. 

The  completion  of  our  furvey  of  thefe  iflands 
required  frill  the  examination  of  the  north  fides 
of  Mowee,  Woahoo,  and  Attowai ;  and  referving 
fufiicient  time  for  that  purpofe,  1  determined  to 
fpend  here  the  reft  I  had  to  fpare,  before  we 
fhould  proceed  to  the  American  coafr.  This  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  to  Mr.  Menzies  and  Mr. 
Baker,  accompanied  by  fome  others  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  to  make  another  excurfton  into  the  coun¬ 
try  for  the  purpofe  of  afcending  Mowna  Roa^ 
which  now  appeared  to  be  a  tafk.  that  was  likely 
to  be  accompliftied  :  as  we  had  underftood  from 
the  natives,  that  the  attempt  would  be  lefs  diffi¬ 
cult  from  the  fbuth  point  of  the  ifland  than  from 
any  other  direction.  For  this  purpofe  the  party,, 
furniftied  by  Tamaahmaah  with  a  large  double 
canoe,  and  a  fufficient  number  of  people,  under 
the  orders  of  a  fteady  careful  chief,  fat  out,  in 
the  confidence  of  receiving  every  afliftance  and 
attention  that  could  be  neceflary  to  render  the 
expedition  interefting  and  agreeable. 

The  Daedalus  being,  in  all  refpects,  ready  to 
depart  for  port  Jackfon,  Lieutenant  Hanfon,  on 
Saturday  the  8th  received  his  orders  from  me  for 
that  purpofe,  together  with  a  copy  of  our  *  furvey 
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of  the  coaft  of  New  Albion,  fouthward  fromMon- 
terrey ;  and  fuch  difpatches  for  government  as  I 
thought  proper  to  tranfmit  by  this  conveyance,  to 
the  care  of  the  commanding  officer  at  that  port. 

Some  plants  of  the  bread  fruit  were  alfo  put  on 
board,  in  order  that  Mr.  Hanfon,  in  his  way  to 
New  South  Wales,  Ifiould  endeavour,  in  the 
event  of  his  vifitlng  Norfolk  ifland,  to  introduce 
there  that  moft  valuable  production  of  the  vege¬ 
table  kingdom. 

o  I 
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'^THILST  the  re-equipment  of  the  veffels 
^  ^  \vas  going  forward  in  this  hofpitable  port, 

I  had  remained  chiefly  on  board ;  but  having 
now  little  to  attend  to  there,  on  Sunday  the  Dth 
I  took  up  my  abode  at  the  encampment,  highly 
to  the  fatlsfaclion  of  the  king  ;  who,  for  the  pur» 
pofe  of  obtaining  fuch  knowledge  as  might  here¬ 
after  enable  him  to  follow  the  example  of  our 
artificers,  had  paid  the  firidtefl:  attention  to  all 
their  proceedings  in  the  conftru6lion  of  the  Bri¬ 
tannia.  Th  IS  had  latterly  ib  much  engaged  him, 
that  we  had  been  favored  with  little  of  his  com¬ 
pany  on  board  the  vefiels ;  yet  I  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  refledting,  that  his  having  been  occafion- 
ally  with  us,  and  conftantly  in  our  neighbour¬ 
hood,  had  been  the  means  of  reftraining  the  ill 
difpofed,  and  of  encouraging  the  very  orderly  and 
friendly  behaviour  that  wx  had  experienced  from 
the  inhabitafits  without  the  leaft  interruption 
whatever.  An  uniform  zeal  directed  the  con¬ 
duct 
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dud:  of  every  Indian,  in  the- performance  of  fuch 
offices  of  kindnefs  as  we  appeared  to  Hand  in 
need  of,  or  which  they  confidered  would  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  ;  thefe  were  executed  with  fuch  promp¬ 
titude  and  cheerfulnefs,  as  to  indicate  that  they 
confidered  their  labours  amply  repaid  by  our  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  their  fervices  ;  yet  I  truft  they  were 
better  rewarded  than  if  they  had  aded  on  more 
interefied  principles. 

Our  reception  and  entertainment  here  by  thefe 
unlettered  people,  who  in  general  have  been  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  favages,  was  fuch 
as,  1  believe,  is  felddm  equalled  by  the  moft  ci¬ 
vilized  nations  of  Europe^  ^and  made  me  no  longer 
regret  the  inhofpitality  we  had  met  with  at  St. 
Franclfco  and  Monterrey*  The  temporary  ufe 
that  we  wiflied  to  make  of  a  few  yards  of  the 
American  fhore>  for  our  own  convenience  and 
for  the  promotion  of  fcience,  was  not  here,  as  in 
New  Albion,  granted  with  reftridions  that  pre^ 
eluded  our  acceptance  of  the  favor  we  folicited  ; 
on  the  contrary,  immediately  on  our  arrival  an 
ample  fpace,  proteded  by  the  moft  facred  laws  of 
the  country,  was  appropriated  to  our  fervice ; 
whllft  thofe  of  our  fmall  community  whofe  in¬ 
clinations  led  them  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
ifland,  either  for  recreation,  or  to  examine  its 
natural  productions,  found  their  defires  met  and 
encouraged  by  the  kind  affiftance  of  Tamaah- 
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inaali,  and  their  feveral  purfuits  rendered  highly 
entertaining  and  agreeable,  by  the  fiiendfliip  and 
hofpitality  which  wasfliewn  them  at  every  houfc 
in  the  cofarfe  of  their  excurfions. 

A  conduct  fo  difintereftedly  noble,  and  uni¬ 
formly  obferved  by  fo  untutored  a  race,  will  not 
fail  to  excite  a  certain  degree  of  regret,  that  the 
firfi:  focial  principles,  teaching  mutual  fupport 
and  unlverfal  benevolence,  fiiould  fo  frequently, 
amongft  civilized  people,  be  facrificed  to  fufpi- 
cion,  jealoufy,  and  diftruft.  Thefe  fentiments 
had  undoubtedly  very  ftrongly  operated  againft 
us  on  a  recent  occafion ;  but  had  the  gentleman, 
to  Yvhofe  affiftance  we  appealed,  but  rightly  con- 
fidcred  our  peculiar  fituation,  he  muft  have  been 
convinced  there  could  not  have  exifted  a  neceffity 
for  the  unkind  treatment  he  was  pleafed  to  offer 
to  our  little  fquadron ;  and  he  would  have  fpared 
me  at  this  moment  the  unwelcome  talk  of  mak¬ 
ing  this  comparifon,  by  which  the  world  will 
perceive  what  I  muft  have  felt  upon  that  occa» 
lion. 

A  very  ftrict  taboo  was  on  this  day,  Wednefday 
the  12th,  to  be  enforced  over  all  the  ifland,  and 
required  that  the  refpective  chiefs  lliould  retire  to 
their  own  eftates,  for  the  purpofe  of  rigidly  ob- 
fetving  the  attendant  folemnitics ;  which  were 
to  continue  two  nights  and  one  day.  In  the 
event  of  the  omens  proving  favorable,  the  chiefs 
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would  be  permitted  to  eat  of  fuch  pork  as  they 
might  think  proper  to  confecrate'  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  and  poory,  that  is;,  grand  prayers  would 
be  performed ;  but  fliould  the  omens  be  other- 
wife,  the  rites  were  inftantly  to  be  fufpended. 

I  had  frequently  exprefled  to  TamaahmaaJi  a 
dehre  of  being  prefent  on  fome  of  thefe  occafions; 
and  he  now  informed  me,  that  he  had  obtained 
for  me  the  confent  of  the  priefts,  provided  I 
would,  during  the  continuance  of  the  interdic¬ 
tion,  attend  to  all  the  reftrictions  which  their  re¬ 
ligion  demanded. 

Having  readily  promifed  to  comply  with  this 
condition,  I  was  with  fome  degree  of  formality 
vifited  by  feveral  of  the  principals  of  their  reli¬ 
gious  order,  one  of  whom  was  diftinguilhed  by 
the  appellation  of  Eakooq,  no  Tamaahmaah ;  mean¬ 
ing  the  god  of  Tamaahmaah,  This  prieft  had 
been  one  of  our  frequent  attendants,  notwith- 
ftanding  which,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  de¬ 
tected  in  ftealing  a  knife  ;  for  which  offence  he 
-*was  immediately  difmifled  from  our  party,  and 
excluded  from  the  precincts  of  our  encampment. 

The  reftraints  impofed  confrfted  chiefly  in  four 
particulars  ;  firft,  a  total  feclufion  from  the-  com¬ 
pany  of  the  women  ;  fecondly,  partaking  of  no 
food  but  fuch  as  was  previoufly  confecrated ; 
thirdly,  being  confined  to  the  land,  and  not  being 
afloat  or  wet  with  fea  water ;  and  fourthly,  not 
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receiving,  or  even  touching,  the'moft  trivial  ar^ 
tide  from  any  one,  who  had  not  attended  the 
ceremonies  at  the  morai, 

Thefe  reftridions  were  confidered  neceffary  to 
be  obfervedj  by  the  whole  of  our  party  refidcnt 
on  fliore ;  and  about  fun-fet  we  attended  the 
fummons  of  the  king  at  the  morai,  who  v/as 
there  officiating  as  high  prieft,  attended  by  fome 
of  the  principal  rpfidents  of  their  religious  orders, 
chanting  an  invocation  to  the  fetting  fun.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  thefe  facred  rites; 
but  as  I  propofe  to  treat  this  fubjed  more  fully 
On^’d  future  occafion,  I  fhall  for. the  prefent  poft- 
pone  the  detail  of  my  obfervations,  and  briefly 
date,  that  their  prayers  feerned  to  have  fome  re¬ 
gularity  and  form,  and  that  they  did  not  omit  to 
pray  for  the  welfare  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
our  fafe  and  Bappy  return  to  our  native  country. 
.Ascertain  degree  of  order  was  perceptible  through- 

A 

out  thefe  ceremonies,  accompanied  by  many  fu- 
perftltious  and"  myfterlous  forrnalltles  ;  amongft 
jwhlch,  a  very  principal  one  was  performed  about 
the  dawn  of  day.'^  At  this  time  the  moft  pro¬ 
found  filence^  was  required  of  every  creature 
w^ithln  hearing  of  this  facred  place.  The  king 
<  then  repealed  a  prayer  in  a  low  tone  of  voice  with 
*  the  greateft  folemnity,  and  in  the  middle  of  it 
^  took  up  a  live  pig  tied  by  the  legs,  and  with  one 
.effort  daffiedi  it  to  death  againft  the  ground;  an 
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operation  which  muft  be  performed  without  th^ 
fmalleft  interruption  or  cry  from  the  victim,  or 
without  the  prevailing  filence  being  broken  by 
any  noife  whatfoever,  though  of  the  moft  trivial 
kind.  This'part  of  the  fervice  is  fuppofed  to  aii" 
nounce  their  being  on  terms  of  friendfliip  with' 
the  gods,  on  which  the  further  ceremonies  were 
carried  into  execution.  _  A  number  of  hogs,  plaur 
tations,  and  cocoa-nuts,  were  then  eonfecrated  for 
the  principal  chiefs  and  priefts  ;  the  more  com¬ 
mon  productions,  fuch  as  ndi,  turtle,  fowls,  dogs, 
and  the  feveral  efculent  roots,  that  compofe  their 
food  during  the  intervals  between'  ,«thefe  more 
facred  taboo’s,  w’ere  not  now^  ferved  up,  but  for 
the  firft  time  fince  our  arrival,  they  fared  fump- 
tuoudy  on  thofe  more  delicious  articles.  The  in¬ 
termediate  day,  Thurfday  the  1  3th,  and  the  fc- 
cond  night,  wxre  paffed  in  prayer,  during  wdiich 
we  found  no  difficulty  in  complying  with  the 
preferibed  regulations ;  and  foon  after  the  fun 
rofe  on  Friday  the  14th,  wx  were  abfolved  from 
any  further  attention  to  their  facred  injunctions, 
Moft  of  our  Indian  friends  returned  to  our 
party  the  following  day,  Saturday  the  3  5th;  and 
as  we  all  now  fed  alike  on  confecrated  pork,  they 
were  enabled  to  be  infinitely  more  fociable.  Our 
mode  of  cookery  was  generally  preferred,  as  far 
related  to  the  dreffing  of  fifb,  flefh,  or  fowls ; 
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but  with  refped:  to  roots  and  the  bread  fruit,  they 
certainly  preferved  a  fuperiority. 

Tahowniotoo  was  amongft  the  moft  conflant  of 
our  guefts ;  but  his  daughter,  the  difgraced 
queen,  feldom  vilited  our  fide  of  the  bay.  I  w^as 
however  not  ignorant  of  her  anxious  defire  for  a 
Reconciliation  with  Tamaahmaah\  nor  was  the 
fame  wilh  to  be  mifunderftood  in  the  condudt 
and  behaviour  of  the  king,  in  whofe  good  opinion 
and  confidence  I  had  now  acquired  fuch  a  predo¬ 
minancy,  that  I  became  acquainted  with  bis  moft 
fecret  inclinations  and  apprehenfions. 

His  unfhaken  attachment  and  unaltered  affec-^ 
tion  for  Tahowmannoo,  was  confefiTed  with  a  fort 
of  internal  felf  convidlion  of  her  innocence.  He 
acknowledged  with  great  candour,  that  his  own 
condud;  had  not  been  exadly  fuch  as  warranted 
his  having  Infifted  upon  a  feparation  from  his 
queen  ;  that  although  it  could  not  authorize,  it 
in  fome  meafure  pleaded  in  excufe  for,  her  infi¬ 
delity  ;  and,  for  his  own,  he  alledged,  that  his 
high  rank^  and  fupreme  authority  w^as  a  fort  of 
licence  for  fuch  indulgences. 

An  accommodation,  which  I  confidered  to  be 
mutually  wifhed  by  both  parties,  was  urged  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms  by  the  queen’s  relations.  To 
effect  this  defirable  purpofe,  my  interference  w^as 
frequently  folicited  by  them  ;  and,  as  it  concurred 
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with  my  own  inclination,  I  refolvcd  on  embrac¬ 
ing  the  firft  favorable  opportunity  to  ufe  my  befl 
endeavours  for  bringing  a  reconciliation  about. 
For  although,  on  our  former  vifit,  Tahow^nannoo 
had  been  regarded  with  the  mofl;  favorable  im* 
preffions,  yet,  whether  from  her  diftreffes,  or  be- 
caufe  fhe  had  really  improved  in  her  perfonal  ac- 
complifliments,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  de¬ 
termine,  but  certain  it  is,  that  one,  or  both  of 
thefe  circumftances  united,  had  fo  far  prepof- 
feffed  us  all  in  her  favor,  and  no  one  more  fo 
than  myfelf,  that  it  had  been  long  the  general 
wifli  to  fee  her  exalted  again  to  her  former  dig¬ 
nities.  This  delire  was  propably  not  a  little 
heightened  by  the  regard  we  entertained  for  the 
happinefs  and  repofe  of  our  noble  and  generous 
friend  Tamaahmaah ;  who  was  likely  to  be  ma¬ 
terially  affected  not  only  in  his  domeftic  com¬ 
forts,  but  in  his  political  fituation,  by  receiving 
again  and  reinftating  his  confort  in  her  former 
rank  and  confequence. 

I  was  convinced,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  there 
were  tw'o  or  three  of  the  moft  confiderable  chiefs 
of  the  ifland,  whofe  ambitious  view^s  were  ini¬ 
mical  to  the  interefts  and  authority  of  TamaaJi- 
maali ;  and  it  W'as  much  to  be  apprehended,  that 
if  the  earneft  foiicltations  of  the  queen’s  father 
(whole  condition  and  importance  was  next  in 
confequence  to  that  of  the  king)  Ihould  continue 
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to  be  rejefted,  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  his 
adding  great  ftrength  and  influence  to  the  dif- 
contented  and  turbulent  chiefs,  which  would 
operate  highly  to  the  prejudice,  if  not  totally  to 
the  deftrudfion,  of  TamaalimaaJi  s  regal  power  ; 
efpecially  as  the  adverfe  party  feemed  to  form  a 
conftant  oppofition,  confifting  of  a  minority  by 
no  means  to  be  defpifed  by  the  executive  power, 
and  wdiich  appeared  to  be  a  principal  conftituent 
part  of  theOwhyhean  politics. 

For  thefe  fubftantial  rcafbns,  wdaenever  he  w^as 
dlfpofed  to  lifiien  to  fuch  difeourfe,  I  did  not  ceafe 
to  urge  the  importance  and  neceffity  of  his  adopt¬ 
ing  meafures  fo  highly  eflential  to  his  liappinefs 
as  a  man,  and  to  his  power,  interefi:,  and  autho¬ 
rity  as  the  fupreme  chief  of  the  ifland.  All  this 
he  candidly  acknowdedged  ;  but  his  pride  threw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  a  reconciliation  v/hich 
were  hard  to  be  removed.  ‘He  would  not  of 
himfclf  become  the  immediate  agent ;  and  al¬ 
though  he  confidered  it  important  thaf  the  nego- 
ciation  fhould  be  condudted  bv  fome  one  of  the 
principal  chiefs  in  his  fulleil  confidence,  yet,  to 
folicit  their  good  offices  after  having  rejedled  their 
former  overtures  with  difdain,  was  equally  hard 
to  reconcile  to  his  feelings.  I  ifood  nearly  in  the 
^ame  fnnation  with  his  favorite  friends;  but 
being  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of- 
his  wiflies,  I  fpared  him  the  mortification  of  foli- 
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citing  the  offices  he  had  rejedled,  by  again  prof¬ 
fering  my  fervices.  To  this  he  inftantly  con- 
fcnted,  and  obferved  that  no  propofal  could  have 
met  his  mind  fo  completely ;  fincc^  by  effecting 
a  reconciliation  through  my  friendlliip,  no  um¬ 
brage  could  be  taken  at  his  having  declined  the 
feveral  offers  of  his  countrymen,  by  any  of  the 
individuals ;  whereas,  had  this  objedl  been  ac- 
coniplifhed  by  any  one  of  the  chiefs,  it  would 
probably  have  occafioned  jealoufy  and  difeontent 
in  the  minds  of  the  others. 

All,  however,  was  not  yet  complete ;  the  ap- 
prehenfion  that  fome  conceffion  might  be  fug- 
gefted  or  expefted  on  his  part,  preponderated 
againft  every  other  confideration  ;  and  he  would 
on  no  account  confent  that  it  fliould  appear  that 
he  had  been  privy  to  the  bufinefs,  or  that  it  had 
been  by  his  defire  that  a  negociation  had  been 
undertaken  for  this  happy  purpofe,  but  that  the 
whole  fhould  have  the  appearance  of  being  purely 
the  refult  of  accident. 

To  this  end  it  was  determined,  that  I  ffiould 
invite  the  queen,  with  feveral  of  her  relations  and 
friends,  on  board  the  Difeovery,  for  the  purpofe 
of  prefenting  them  with  fome  trivial  matters,  as 
tokens  of  my  friendfliip  and  regard  ;  and  that, 
whilfl  thus  employed,  our  converfation  fliould  be 
directed  to  afeertain,  wdiether  an  accommodation 
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w'as  ftlll  an  obje£l  delired.  That  on  this  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  the  general  wifh,  Tamaahnmah  would 
inftantly  repair  on  board  in  a  hafty  manner,  as  if 
he  had  fomething extraordinary  to  communicate; 
that  I  fhould  appear  to  rejoice  at  this  accidental 
meeting,  and  by  inftantly  uniting  their  hands, 
bring  the  reconciliation  to  pafs  without  the  leaft 
difeuffion  or  explanation  on  either  fide.  But 
from  his  extreme  folicitude  left  he  iliould  in  any 
degree  be  fufpefted  of  being  concerned  in  this 
previous  arrangement,  a  difficulty  arofe  how  to 
make  him  acquainted  with  the  refult  of  the  pro- 
pofed  converfatlon  on  board,  which  could  not  be 
permitted  by  a  verbal  meflage ;  at  length,  after 
fome  thought,  he  took  up  two  pieces  of  paper, 
clnd  of  his  own  accord  made  certain  marks  with 
a  pencil  on  each  of  them,  and  then  delivered 
them  to  me.  The  difference  of  thefe  marks  he 
could  well  recollect ;  the  one  was  to  indicate, 
that  the  refult  of  my  inquiries  was  agreeable  to 
his  wiffies,  and  the  other  that  it  was  the  con¬ 
trary.  In  the  event  of  my  making  ufe  of  the 
former,  he  propofed  that  it  fiiould  not  be  fent  on 
fhore  fecretly,  but  in  an  open  and  declared  man¬ 
ner,  and  by  way  of  a  joke,  as  a  prefent  to  his 
Owhyhean  majefty.  The  natural  gaiety  of  dif- 
pofition  which  generally  prevails  amongft  thefe 
iilanders,  would  render  this  fuppofed  difappolnt- 
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ment  of  the  king  a  fubje6l  for  mirth,  would  in 
fopie  degree  prepare  the  company  for  his  vifit, 
and  completely  do  away  every  idea  of  its  being 
the  efFedl  of  a  preconcerted  meafure. 

This  plan  was  accordingly  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion  on  the  following  Monday,  the  I/th.  Whilft 
the  queen  and  her  party,  totally  ignorant  of  the 
contrivance,  were  receiving  the  compliments  I 
had  intended  them,  their  good  humour  and 
pleafantry  wxre  infinitely  heightened  by  the  jell 
I  propofed  to  pafs  upon  the  king,  in  fending  him 
a  piece  of  paper  only,  carefully  wrapped  up  in 
fame  cloth  of  their  own  manufadlure,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  mefiage  ;  importing,  that  as  I  was  then 
in  the  adlof  diftrlbuting  favours  to  my  Owliyheaii 
friends,  I  had  not  been  unmindful  of  his  majefty. 

Tamaahmaah  no  fooner  received  the  fummons, 
than  he  haflened  on  board,  and  with  his  ufual 
vivacity  exclaimed  before  he  made  his  appear¬ 
ance,  that  he  was  come  to  thank  me  for  the  pre- 
fent  I  had  fent  him,  and  for  my  goodnefs  in  not 
having  forgotten  him  on  this  occafion.  This 
was  heard  by  every  one  in  the  cabin  before  he 
entered :  and  all  feemed  to  enjoy  the  joke  ex¬ 
cept  the  poor  queen,  who  appeared  to  be  much 
agitated  at  the  idea  of  being  again  in  his  prefence. 
The  inftant  that  he  faw  her  his  countenance  cx- 
preffed  great  furprize,  he  became  immediately 
filent,  and  attempted  to  retire ;  but  having  polled 
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myfelf  for  the  efpeeial  purpofe  of  preventing  his 
departure,  I  caught  his  hand,  and  joining  it  with 
the  queen’s,  their  reconciliation  was  inftantly^ 
completed.  This  was  fully  demonftrated,  not 
only  by  the  tears  that  involuntarily  ftole  down 
the  cheeks  of  both  as  they  embraced  each  other^ 
and  mutually  expreffed  the  fatisfaclion  they  ex¬ 
perienced  ;  but  by  the  behaviour  of  every  indivi-^ 
dual  prefent,  whofe  feelings  on  the  occafion  were 
not  to  be  repreffed  ;  whilfi:  their  fenfibility  tefti- 
ficd  the  happinefs  which  this  apparently  fortui* 
tous  event  had  produced. 

A  lliort  paufe  produced  by  an  event  fo  unex-^ 

% 

pedled,  was  fucceeded  by  the  fort  of  good  humour 
that  fuch  a  happy  circumftance  would  naturally 
infpire  ;  the  converfation  foon  became  general, 

cheerful,  and  livelv,  in  which  the  artifice  ima- 

•/ 

gined  to  have  been  impofed  upon  the  king  bore 
no  fmall  lliare.  A  little  refreiliment  from  a  fev*^ 
glaifes  of  wine  concluded  the  fcene  of  this  fuc-^ 
cefsful  meetingr. 

After  the  queen  had  acknowledged  in  the  moft 
grateful  terms  the  weighty  obligations  £he  felt 
for  my  fervices  on  this  occafion,  I  was  furprized 
by  her  faying,  jufi:  as  we  were  all  preparing  to  go 
on  fnore,  that  ilie  had  {till  a  very  great  favor  to 
requeft ;  wdiich  w  as  that  I  fnould  obtain  from 
TamaaliinaaJi  a  folemn  promife,  that  on  her  re¬ 
turn  to  his  habitation  he  would  not  beat  her« 

The 
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The  great  cordiality  with  which  the  reconcilia¬ 
tion  had  taken  place,  and  the  happinefs  that  each 
of  them  had  continued  to  exprefs  in  confequence 
of  it,  led  me  at  firft  to  confider  tliis  intreaty  of 
the  queen’s  as  a  matter  ofjeft  only  ;  but  in  this 
I  was  miftaken,  for  notwithftanding  that  Ti- 
maahmaah  readily  complied  with  my  foIicitation> 
and  affured  m^  nothing  of  the  kind  fhould  take 
place,  yet  TaJiowmatmoo  would  not  be  fatlsfied 
without  my  accompanying  them  home  to  the 
royal  refidence,  where  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
her  reftored  to  all  her  former  honours  and  privi¬ 
leges,  highly  to  the  fatisfadllon  of  all  the  king’s 
friends  ;  but  to  the  utter  mortification  of  thofe, 
who,  by  their  fcandalous  reports  and  mifrepre- 
fentations,  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  unfortunate 
feparation. 

The  domeftic  affairs  of  Tamaahmaah  havingr 
thus  taken  fb  happy  a  turn,  his  mind  was  more 
at  liberty  for  political  confideratlons  ;  and  the 
ceffion  of  Owhyhee  to  His  Britannic  Majefty  be¬ 
came  now  an  objedi:  of  his  ferious  concern.  On 
my  former  vlfit  it  had  been  frequently  mentioned, 
but  was  at  that  time  difapproved  of  by  fome  of  the 
leading  chiefs,  w^ho  contended,  that  they  ought 
not  voluntarily  to  furrender  themfelves,  or  ac¬ 
knowledge  their  fubjedtion,  to  the  government 
of  a  fuperior  foreign  power,  without  being  com¬ 
pletely  convinced  that  fuch  povvcr  would  protcdl 

,them 
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them  agalnft  the  ambitious  views  of  remote  or 
neighbouring  enemies.  During  our  abfence  this 
fubjecl  had  been  moft  ferioully  difcuffed  by  the 
chiefs  in  the  ifland,  and  the  refult  of  their  deli¬ 
berations  was,  an  unanimous  opinion,  that,  in 
order  to  obtain^  the  protedlion  required,  it  was 
important  that  Tamaahmaah  fhould  make  the 

i 

furrender  in  queftion,  formally  to  me,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majefty  ;  that  he  fliould  acknowledge 
himfeif  and  people  as  fubjefts  of  the  Britifli  crown; 
and  that  they  fliould  fupplicate  that  power  to 
guard  them  againfl  any  future  moleftation. 

To  this  adl  they  were  greatly  ftimulated  by 
the  treatment  they  had  received  from  various 
Grangers,  by  whom  they  had  been  lately  vifited. 
Of  fome  of  thefe  I  was  well  perluaded  they  had 
had  too  juft  caufc  to  complain  ;  particularly  in 
the  fraudulent  and  deceitful  manner  in  which 
the  traffic  with  the  natives  had  been  condudled. 

In  many  Inftances,  no  compenfation  whatever 
had  been  given  by  thefe  civilized  vifitors,  after 
having  been  fully  fupplied,  on  promife  of  making 
an  ample  return,  with  the  feveral  refrefliments 
of  the  very^  beft  quality  the  country  afforded.  At 
other  times  they  had  impofed  upon  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  by^paylng  them  in  commodities  of  no  fer« 
vice  or  value,  though  their  defeats  could  not  be 
detected  bv  the  examination  of  the  natives.  This 
was  more  particularly  the  cafe  in  thofe  articles 

which 
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which  they  were  moft  eager  to  obtain,  and  moft 
defirous  to  pollefs,  namely,  arms  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  ;  which  chiefly  compofed  the  merchandize 
of  the  North- Weft  American  adventurers.  Muf- 
kets  and  piftols  were  thus  exchanged  that  burfl: 
on  being  difcharged  the  firfl:  time,  though  with 
the  proper  loading.  To  augment  the  quantity 
of  gunpowder  which  w^as  fold,  it  was  mixed  with 
an  equal,  if  not  a  larger,  proportion  of  pounded 
fea  or  charcoal.  Several  of  thefe  fire-arms,  and 
fome  of  the  powder,  were  produced  for  my  in- 
fpedtion  in  this  fhameful  ftate,  and  with  the  hope 
that  I  was  able  to  afford  them  redrefs. 

Many  very  bad  accidents  had  happened  by  the 
burftlng  of  thefe  fire-arms  ;  one  inftance  in  par¬ 
ticular  came  within  our  knowledge  a  few  days 
after  our  arrival.  A  very  fine  active  young  phlef 
had  lately  purchafed  a  mufket,  and  on  his  trying 
its  effedl,  with  a  common  charge  of  powder,  it 
burfl: ;  and  he  not  only  lofl:  fbme  of  the  joints  of 
his  fingers  on  the  left  hand,  but  his  right  arm 
below  the  elbow  was  otherways  fo  dangeroufly 
wounded,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely 
affiftance  afforded  him  by  fome  of  our  gentlemea 
of  the  faculty,  his  life  w^ould  have  been  in  immi- 
"nent  danger. 

The  putting  fire-arms  into  the  hands  of  unci¬ 
vilized  people,  is  at  beft  very  bad  policy  ;  but 
when  they  are  given  in  an  imperfedl  and  infuffi- 
VoL.V.  E  cient 
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tient  condition  for  a  valuable  confideratlon,  it  is 


not  only  infamoufly  fraudulent,  but  barbarous 
and  Inhuman.  Notwithftanding  which,  fhould 
thefe  inhabitants  refort  to  meafurcs  of  revenge 
for  the  injuries  thus  fuftained,  they  would  be 
immediately  ftigmatized  with  the  epithets  of  fa- 
vages  and  barbarians,  by  the  very  people  who 
had  been  the.  original  caufe  of  the  violence  they 
might  think  tliemfelves  juftified  in  committing. 

Under  a  convidlion  of  the  importance  of  thefe 
iffands  to  Great  Britain,  in  the  event  of  an  extent 
fion  of  her  commerce  over  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
in  return  for  the  efiential  fervices  we  had  derived 
.from  the  excellent  produdlions  of  the  country, 
and  the  ready  affiftance  of  its  inhabitants,  I  loft 
no  opportunity  for  encouraging  their  friendly  dlf- 
pofitions  towards  us ;  notwithftanding  the  difap« 
pointraents  they  had  met  with  from  the  traders, 
for  w^hofe  conduft  I  could  invent  no  apology ; 
endeavouring  to  imprefs  them  with  the  idea, 
ithat,  on  fubmitting  to  the  authority  and  protec- 
'■tion  of  a  fuperior  power,  they  might  reafonably 
dxpedl  they  would  hn  future  be  lefs  liable  to  fuch 


iabufes. 

■>  / 

'i  The  long  continued  praftice  of  all  civilized 
nations,  of  claiming  the  fovereignty  and  territo¬ 
rial  right  of  newly  difeovered  countries,,  had  here- 
.  tofore  been  aflumed  in  confequence  only  of  pri¬ 
ority  of  feeing,  or  of  vifiting  fuch  parts  of  th 
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earth  as  were  unknown  before ;  but  in  the  cafe 
of  Nootka  a  material  alteration  had  taken  place, 
and  great  ftrefs  had  been  laid  on  the  ceffion  that 
Maquinna  was  ftated  to  have  made  of  the  village 
and  friendly  cove  to  Sen'  Martinez.  Notwith- 
flanding  that  on  the  principles  of  the  ufage  above 
ftated>  no  difpute  could  have  airifen  as  to  the  pri¬ 
ority  of  claim  that  England  had  to  the  Sandwich 
iflands ;  yet  I  confidered,  that  the  voluntary  re^ 
lignation  of  thefe  territories^  by  the  formal  fur- 
render  of  the  king  and  the  people  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  Great  Britain,  might  probably 
be  the  means  of  eftablifhiha^  an  incontrovertible 
right,  and  of  preventing  any  altercation  with 
other  ftates  hereafter. 

Under  thefe  impreffions,  arid  on  a  due  confide- 
ration  of  all  clrcumftances,  I  felt  it  to  be  an  in¬ 
cumbent  duty  to  accept,  for  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  the  proffered  ceffion ;  and  I  had  there¬ 
fore  ftipulated  that  it  ffiould  be  made  in  the  mofi: 
unequivocal  and  public  manner. 

For  this  ptirpofe  all  the  principal  chiefs  had 
been  fummoned  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
ifland,  and  moft  of  them  had  long  fmce  arrived 
in  pur^  neighbourhood.  They  had  all  become 
extremely  well  fatlsfied  with  the  treatment  they 
had  received  from  us ;  and  were  highly  fenfible 
of  the  advantages  they  derived  from  our  intro¬ 
ducing  amongfl:  them  only  fuch  things  as  were 

E  2  inftrumental 
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inftmmental  to  their  comfort,  inftead  of  warlike 
(lores  and  implements,  which  only  contributed 
to  flrengthen  the  animoiitics  that  exifted  between 
one  illand  and  another,  and  enabled  the  turbu¬ 
lent  and  ambitious  chiefs  to  become  formidable 
to  the  ruling  power.  They  feemed  in  a  great 
meafurc  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  our  em¬ 
ployment,  and  made  very  proper  diftinftions  be¬ 
tween  our  little  fquadron,  and  the  trading  veffels 
by  Vv^hich  they  had  been  fo  frequently  vifited  ; 
that  thefe  were  engaged  in  purfuits  for  the  pri¬ 
vate  emolument  of  the  individuals  concerned, 
whilft  thofe  under  my  command  adled  under  the 
authority  of  a  benevolent  monarch,  whofe  chief 
objedl  in  fending  us  amongft  them  w^as  to  render 
them  more  peaceable  in  their  intercourfe  with 
each  other ;  to  furnifh  them  with  fuch  things  as 
could  contribute  to  make  them  a  happier  people  ; 
and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  becoming 
more  refpedable  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  vifitors. 

Thefe  ideas  at  the  fame  time  naturally  fuggeft- 
ed  to  them  the*  belief,  that  it  might  be  in  my 
power  to  leave  the  Chatham  at  Owhyhee  for  their 
future  proteftion  ;  but  on  being  informed  that 
no  fuch  m.eafure  could  poffibly  be  adopted  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  they  feemed  content  to  wait 
with  patience,  in  the  expedlation  that  fuch  at¬ 
tention  and  regard  might  hereafter  be  (hewn 
unto  them ;  and  in  the  full  confidence,  that  ac¬ 
cording 
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cording  to  my  promife,  I  would  reprefcnt  their 
fituation  and  condud;  in  the  moft  faithful  man- 
.ner,  and  in  the  true  point  of  view  that  every  cir- 
cumftance  had  appeared  to  us. 

Thefe  people  had  already  become  acquainted 
with  four  commercial  nations  of  the  civilized 
tv^orld ;  and  had  been  given  to  underftand^  that 
leveral  others  fimilar  in  knowledge  and  in  power 
cxilled  in  thole  diftant  re2:lons  from  whence  thefe 
had  come.  This  information,  as  may  realbnably 
be  expeded,  fuggefted  the  apprehenfion,  that  the 
period  was  not  very  remote  when  theymiight  be 
compelled  to  fubqnit  to  the  authority  of  fome  one 
ot  thefe  fuperior  powers ;  and  under  that  iin- 
preffion,  they  did  not  hefitate  to  prefer  the  Eng- 
lifli,  who  had  been  their  firft  and  conftant  vilitors. 

The  formal  furrender  of  the  iflapd  had  been, 
delayed  in  confequence  of  the  abfence  of  two 
principal  chiefs.  Commmiow ,  the  chief  of  Ahee- 
doo,  was  not  able  to  quit  the  government  and 
protedion  of  the  northern  and  eaftern  parts  of 
the  country,  though  it  had  been  fuppofed  he 
might  have  delcgate.d  his  authority  to  fome  one 
of  lefs  importance  than  himfelf ;  but  after  feme 
mefiages  had  paffed  between  this  chief  and  7^- 
maahniaah^  it  appeared  that  it  had  not  been  pof« 
fible  to  difpcnfe  with  his  prefence  in  thofe  parts 
of  the  ifland. 

The  other  abfentee  w^as  Tamaahmoioo,  chief  of 

E  3  Koarra^ 


54  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 

Koafra,  the  perfon  that  had  captured  the  Fair 
American  fchooner,  and  with  whom  I  was  not 
ambitious  tq  have  much  acquaintance.  Since 
that  perfidious  melancholy  tranfaflion,  he  had 
tlCvCr  Ventured  near  any  yeffcl  that  had  vifited 
thefe  fhores ;  this  had  been  greatly  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  his  intereftj  and  had  occafioned  hirn  in¬ 
conceivable  chagrin  and  mortification.  Of  this 
he  repeatedly  complained  to  TaniaaJimaah  on  our 
former  vifit ;  and  then,  as  now,  folicited  the 
king’s  good  offices  with  me  to  obtain  an  inter¬ 
view,  and  permiffion  for  his  people  to  refort  to 
the  vefTels,  for  the  fake  of  fharing  in  the  fuperior 
advantages  which  our  traffic  afforded.  But,  to 
fhevv  my  utter  abhorrence  of  his  treacherous  cha- 
radter,  and  as  a  punifhment  for  his  unpardonable 
cruelty  to  Mr.  Metcalf  and  his  crew,  I  had  hi¬ 
therto  indignantly  refufed  every  application  that 
had  been  made  in  his  favor.  When,  however,  I 
came  ferioully  to  refleff  on  all  the  circumftances 
that  had  attended  our  reception  and  treatment 
at  this  ifiand,  on  our  former  vifit  and  on  the  pre- 
feht  occafion  ;  when  I  had  reference  to  the  fitua- 
tion  and  condition  of  thofe  of  our  countrymen 
refident  amongft  them  ;  and  wff  en  I  recollcdcd 
that  my  own  counfel  and  advice  had  alw^ays  been 
diredled  fo  to  operate  on  their  hafty  violent  tem¬ 
pers,  as  to  induce  them  to  fubdue  their  animofi- 
ties,  by  exhorting  them  to  a  forgivenefs  of  paft: 
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injuries,  and  proving  to  them  how  much  their 
real  happinefs  depended  upon  a  ftridt  adherence 
to  the  rules  ot  good  fellowfhip  towards  each  other, 
and  the  laws  of  hofpitality  towards  all  fuch 
ftrangers  as  might  vifit  their  Ihores,  I  was  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  that  implacable  refentment, 
or  unrelenting  anger,  exhibited  in'  my  own  prac¬ 
tice,  would  ill  accord  with  the  precepts  I  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  inculcate  for  the  regulation  gf  theirs; 
and  that  the  adoption  of  conciliatory  meafures^ 
after  having  evinced,  by  a  difcrimiriation  of  cha- 
radters,  my  averfion  to  wicked  or  unworthy  per- 
fohs,  w'as  moft  confiftent  with  my  duty  as  a  man, 
and  with  the  ftation  I  then  filled.  "  ' 

In  order,  therefore,  to  eftabllfh  more  firmly,  if 
poffible,  the  frieridfliip  that  had  fo  mutually  taken 
place,  and  fo  uninterruptedly  fubfifted',  between 
us,  I  determined,  by  an  adl  of  bblivion  in  my  own 
mind,  to  efface  all  former  injuries  and  offence’s. 
To  this  end,  and  to  flhew  that'  mv  conduff  wafe 
governed  by  the  principles  I  profeffed,  afithe  re- 
queft  of  Tumna  and  fome  other  chiefs,  I  admitted 
the  man  amongft  us,  who  w'as  reputed  to  be  the 
firft  perfon  who  had  ftabbed  Captain  Cook, ‘and 
gave  leave  to  Paresa'^  to  vifit  the  veffels  ;  who, 
during  the  !ate  contefts,  had  been  reduced  from 
his  former  rank  and  fituation,  and-^was  atvthis 
time  refident  on  an  eftate  belonging  to  Kahow* 

*  Vide  3d  Vol.  Cook’s  YoyagCj  Chap,  I. 
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inotoo  on  the  eaftern  part  of  the  ifland,  in  a  very 
low  and  abjedf  condition, 

^  Tafnaahmotoo  had  already  fufFered  very  mate¬ 
rially  in  his  intereft,  and  had  'fenfibly  felt  the  in¬ 
dignity  offered  to  his  pride,  in  being  excluded 
from  our  fociety,  debarred  the  gratification  of  his 
curiofity,  and  the  high  entertainment  which  his 
brethren  had  partaken  at  our  tables,  and  in  our 
company.  I  gave  Tamaahmaah  to  underftand^ 
that  thefe  confiderations,  in  conjuncflion  with  his 
repeated  folicitations,  had  induced  me  no  longer 
to  regard  Tamaahmotoo  as  undeferving  forgive? 
ncfs,  and  to  allow  of  his  paying  us  the  compli¬ 
ments  he  had  fo  repeatedly  requefted  ;  prQvidc4 
'that  he  w'ovild  engage  in  the  moft  folemn  man¬ 
ner,,  that  neither  himfelf  nor  his  people  (for  he 
generally  moved  with  a  numerous  t|*ain  of  atten¬ 
dants)  would  behave  in  any  manner  fo  as  to  dif? 
^turb  the  fubfifting  harmony  of  our  prefent  fociety^ 
nor  condud:  themfelves,  in  future,  but  with  a 
duc;  regard;  to  honefty,  and  the  principles  of  hof? 

^njTo'  thefe  conditions  I  was  given  to  underftand^ 
J^ftniaahmotoq  would  fubfcribe  without  a  mur? 
miir ;  .and,  on  their  being  imparted  to  him,  I 
.,received:in  reply  a  mofi:  humble  and  fubmiffive 
arifwer,  that.be  would  forfeit  his  own  exiftence 
if:any''mifdemeanor,  either  on  the  part  of  himfdf^ 
or  of  any  of  his  fqilowxrs,  fliould  be  committed, 
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The  diitrift  over  which  his  authority  regularly 
extended,  was  the  next  diftridl  immediately  to 
the  northward  of  us  ;  but  his  apprehenfions  left 
we  Ibould  retaliate  the  injuries  he  had -done  to 
others,  had  induced  him  to  retire  to  the  eaftern 
parts  of  Arnakooa,  as  being  the  naoft  remote  from 
our  ftation.  Kis  progrefs  towards  Karakakooa, 
fince  his  vifit  had  been  permitted,  had  been  very 
flow  ;  and  as  he  had  advanced  he  had  frequently 
fent  forward  meffengers,  to  inquire  if  I  ftiil  con¬ 
tinued  the  fame  friendly  difpofition  towards  him  ; 
and  to  requeft  that  I  would  return  a  renewal  of 
my  promifes,  that  he  fhould  be  received  in  the 
fame  friendly  manner  as  I  had  engaged  myfelf  he 
fhould  to  Tamaahmaah,  Having  no  intention 
whatever  to  depart  from  this  obiigation,  I  felt  no 
difficulty  in  repeating  thefe  afl'urances  as  often  as 
they  were  demanded. 

My  promifes,  however,  were  not  fufficient  to 
remove  his  fufpi cions,  or  to  fix  his  confidence  ; 
but  on  his  way  he  flopped  at  every  moral,  there 
made  facrifices,  and  confulted  the  prielfs  as  to 
what  was  portended  in  his  vlfit  by  the  omens  on 
thefe  occafions.  At  firfl;  they  had  been  very  un¬ 
favorable,  but  as  he  advanced  the  prognofticks 
had  become  more  asrreeable  to  his  wdfhcs  :  and 

O  ' 

at  length,  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  )  (Jth, 
be  appeared  in  great  pomp,  attended  by  a  nume¬ 
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rous  fleet  of  large  canoes  that  could  not  contain 
leis  than  a  thoufand  perfons,  all  paddling  with 
jome  order  into  the  hay,  round  its  northern  point 
of  entrance. 


Tamaahmaah  was  at  this  time  with  me,  and 
gave  me  to  underftand  that  Tamaahmotoo  gene^ 
rally  wxnt  from  place  to  place  in  the  ftyle  and 
manner  he  now  difplayed,  and  that  he  was  the 
proudeft  man  in  the  whole  ifland. 

After  the  fleet  had  entered  the  bay,  its  courfe 
■was  llowly  diredted  towards  the  veffels  ;  but  on 
a  meflage  being  fent  from  me,  defiring  that  Ta- 
viaahmotoo  and  his  party  would  take  up  their  re- 
fldence  at  Kowrowa,  he  inftantly  retired  w  ith  his 
fleet,  and  Icon  aftervvards,  accompanied  by  Ta^ 
maahnmah,  and  feveral  of  the  principal  chiefs,  he 
viflted  the  encampment.  At  this  time  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  abflent,  but  on  my  return  I  found  him 
fleated  in  our  marquee,  with  feveral  of  our  inti¬ 
mate  friends,  and  fome  ftrangers,  who  were  all 
in  the  greateft  good  humour  imaginable,  and  ex¬ 
hibiting  a  degree  of  compofure  that  the  favage 
defigning  countenance  of  Tamaahmotoo  could  not 
even  atFeCl.  Not  the  leaft  difficulty  could  arife 
in  diftinguiffiing  this  chief  from  the  reft  of  the 
company,  as  his  appearance  and  deportment  wxre 
^  complete  contrail:  to  the  furrounding  group, 
and  confirmed  in  our  opinions  the  unworthinefs 

Qf 
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.of  his  ohara6iGr,  and  every  report  to  liis  difad? 
vantage  that  had  been  clrcuiated-by  his  country¬ 
men. 


'  Our  firft  falutation  being  over/  he  caught  the 
earlieft  opportunity  to  offer  an  apology  for  the 
offence  that  had  fo  juftly  kept  us  ftrangers  to  each 
other.  He  complained  of  having  been  very  il| 
treated  by  the  crews  of  fome  velfels  that  had  vi- 
fitccl  Toeaigh  bay,  and  particularly  of  his  having 
been  beaten  by  Mr.  Metcalf,  commanding  the 
Eleonora,  at  the  time  when  his  fon,  who  after- 
v/ards  had  the  command  of  the  Fair  American, 
was  on  board  the  former  veffel ;  and  alledged, 
that  the  indignities  he  theri  received  had  ftimu- 
lated  him  to  have  recourfe  to  the  favage  barba¬ 
rity,  before  recited,  towards  the  younger  Mr. 
Metcalf  and  his  people,  by  a  fentiment  of  refent- 
rnent  and  revenge ;  but  that  he  entertained  no 
fucb  wicked  defigns  againft  any  one  clfe  ;  and 
that  his  future  behaviour,  and  that  of  his  depen- 
dantSj  would  confirm  the  truth  of  the  protefta- 
tions  he  then  made.  After  calling  upon  the  fe- 
veral  chiefs  to  vouch  for  the  fincerity  of  his  in? 
tentions,  and  making  every  conceffion  that  could 
be  expected  of  him  for  his  late  unpardonable 
coriducl,  his  apprehenfions  fecmcd  to  fubfide,  as 
his  friends  appeared  to  give  him  credit  for  his  af- 
ibrtions,  and  came  forward  as  fureties  for  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  his  future  behaviour. 


This 
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-  This  fubjed:  having  been  fully  difcufled,  I  fiiook 
T^^'^naahmotoo  by  the  hand  as  a  token  of  my  for- 
givencfs  and  reconciliation  ;  and  on  confirming 
this  friendly  difpofition  towards  him  by  prefent- 
ing  him  with  a  few  ufeful  articles,  approbation 
and  applaufe  were  evidently  marked  in  the  coun^ 
tenance  of  every  one  prefent. 

By  the  time  this  conciliatory  interview^  was  at 
an  end,  the  dinner  was  announced  ;  and  as  our 
confecrated  pork  was  exhaufted,  Tamaahnaah  had 
taken  care  to  provide  fueh  a  repaid,  cpnfifting  of 
dogs,  fifli,  fowls,  and  vegetables,  as  was  fuitable 
to  the  keen  appetites  of  our  numerous  guefts. 
The  day  was  devoted  to  mirth  and  feftivity;  and 
the  king,  Terry-my-tee,  Tajiowmotoo,  Tianncii  and 
indeed,  all  our  old  acquaintances,  took  their  wine 
and  grog  with  great  cheerfulnefs,  and  in  their 
jokes  did  not  fpare  our  new  vifitor  TamaahmotGO^ 
for  his  aukwardnefs  and  ungraceful  manners  at 
table. 

■  The  glafs  went  freely  round  after  dinner ;  and 
as  this  ceremony  was  completely  within  the  reach 
of  Tamaahmoioo  s  imitation,  he  v/as  anxious  to  ex¬ 
cel  in  this  accomplifliment,  by  drinking  with  left 
referve  than  any  one  at  table.  I  thought  it  pro¬ 
per  to  remind  him,  that  as  he  was  not  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  drinking  fplrituous  liquors  like  Tamaah- 
viaah  and  the  other  chiefs  prefent,  it  w^as  necef- 
fary  he  fliould  be  uppn  his  guard,  left  the  wine 

and 
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and  grog  ilionld  dlfagree  with  him  ;  but  as  his 
ipirits  became  exhilarated  he  became  lefs  atten¬ 
tive  to  thefe  admonitions,  until  the  operation  of 
the  liquors  obliged  him  to  retire.  In  this  ftate  it 
is  not  poffible  to  imagine  a  countenance  more 
expreffive  of  indignation  or  of  lavage  barbarity 
and  refentment ;  his  eyes  were  fixed  on  me  as  he 
was  carried  out  of  the  marquee,  w^hilft  his  tongue, 
no  longer  confined  within  his  lips,  indifi;ind;ly 
uttered  attoo7i-a7ini,  fignifying  that  1  had  poifianed 
him  ;  and  fome  prefent,  even  of  our  old  acquain¬ 
tance,  feemed  to  be  a  little  concerned  for  his 
iafety.  The  king,  however,  laughed  at  their  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  explained  to  them  the  caufe  of 
Ta7naa}Lmotoo  s  indifpofition,  which,  by  the  affif- 
tance  of  a  little  warm  water,  was  almoft  inftantly 
recovered,  and  he  rejoined  our  party,  to  the 
great  entertainment  and  diverfion  of  liis  country¬ 
men,  who  were  ftill  very  pleafiintly  regaling 
themfelves,  and  in  the  perfedt  enjoyment  of  each 
other’s  fociety. 

In  the  front  of  the  marquee,  feated  on  the 
ground,  were  two  or  three  of  Tamaahmotoo  s  moft 
confidential,  friends  and  conftant  attendants.  The 
behaviour  of  thefe  people,  on  their  maftcr  being 
-taken  froni  table,  fuddenly  changed,  from  the 
moft  unreferved  vivacity  to  a  fufpicious  filence  ; 
their  eyes  fparkled,  and  their  countenances  were 
.  expreflive  of  diftruft  and  refentment ;  one  of  them 
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in  particular,  who  I  had  not  obferved  before  tty 
be  armed,  had  with  hirri  d  dagger,  made  out  of 
the  broad  part  of  an  iron  fpit,  tv'hich  he  handled 
with  great  agitation,  and  fee  me  d  to  be  more  than 
half  inclined  to  make  ufe  of  ity  to'  gratify  the  re*- 
vengc  that  was  ftruggling  within  his  bread.  This 
man  contended,  in  a  fhort  converfation  wdth 
TamaaJimaah^  that  Tamaahmoioo  had  been  given 
a  different  bottle  to  drink  out  of  from  the  reft  of 
the  company  ;  but  on  the  king  and  other  perfbns 
drinking  fome  v/ine  from  the  fame  bottle,  be  be¬ 
came  pacified ;  and  the  recovery  of  the  intoxi¬ 
cated  chief  completely  did  aw^ay  his  fufpicions  of 
our  having  entertained  towards  his  mafter  any 
Unfavorable  intentions. 

On  this  occafion,  however,  I  could  not  avoid 
refledllng,  hov/  indlfpenfably  neceffary  it  is,  that 
the  greateft  circumfpedtion  and  caution  fhould  be 
obferved  in  our  intercourfe  with  fuch  ftrangers, 
'unaccuftomed  to  our  manners  and  way  of  life 
becaufe  it  may  frequently  happen,  that  the  moft 
difaftrous  and  fatal  confequences  may  arlfe  from 
caufes  the  leaft  to  be  apprehended,  and  in  them” 
felves  of  the  moft  innocent  nature.  Notwith- 
ftanding  that  in  the  inftance  before  us  nothing 
uncomfortable  took  place,  yet  I  - -was  firmly  per- 
fuaded  that  we  were  greatly  indebted  for  our  tran¬ 
quillity,  on  this  occafion,  to  the  great  refpeft  and 
efleern  which  our  condudl  tow^ards  thefe  people 

had 
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had  previoufij  inlured  us  ;  but  had  it  imfortu- 
iiately  fo  happened,  that  Tamaahmotoo  had  died 
under  the  etFcdts  of  the  liquor  to  which  his  con* 
ftitution  was  unufed,  and  of  which  he  had  drank 
inordinately,  our  having  poifoned  him  would 
have  been  generally  received  as  a  fadl ;  whence 
the  natives,  naturaJly  concluding  that  w^e  had 
been  guilty  of  the  moft  unwarrantable  treachery, 
they  Vvould  have  been  pardonable  in  feeking  re¬ 
venge  ;  and  under  fuch  impreffions  ought  rather 
to  have  been  confidered  as  iiititled  to  our  pity  for 
being  mlftaken ;  than  to  our  refentment  for  any 
adts  of  injury  which  the  mifunderftanding  might 
have  occafioned. 

The  convocation  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the 
ifland  by  the  royal  mandate,  failed  not  to  affemble 
at  the  fame  time  moft  of  the  perfbns  of  con- 
fequcnce  of  both  fexes,  who  took  up  their  refi- 
dence  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood  ;  which 
became  fo  populous,  that  there  was  fcarccly  a 
place  wft.ere  a  temporary  habitation  could  be 
credled  that  remained  unoccupied,  efpccially  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  two  principal  villages  of  Ka- 
kooa  and  Kowrowa.  Their  numbers  amounted 
now  to  feveral  tlioufands,  whofe  cheerful  good 
humour,  eagernefs  to  oblige,  and  orderly  beha¬ 
viour,  could  not  be  furpaffed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  moft  civilized  country.  The  days  pafted 
plcafantly  to  tbofe  who  devoted  them  to  inno¬ 
cent 
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cent  amufements,  and  profitably  to  others  who 
wxre  engaged  in  bartering  away  the  merchandize 
they  had  brought,  to  exchange  for  our  more  va¬ 
luable  commodities  ;  whilfl:  thofe  of  our  fociety 
who  extended  their  recreation  on  fhore,  bejond 
the  limits  of  the  bay,  were  received  with  the 
greateft  hofpitality,  and  entertained  with  the  ge¬ 
neral  amufements  of  the  country  ;  which  ren¬ 
dered  thefe  cxcurfions  not  lefs  interefting  than 
contributory  to  health. 

The  evenings  were  generally  clofed  with  fing- 
ing  and  dancing,  and  the  nights  were  as  quiet  as' 
the  moft  orderly  towns  in  Europe  ;  though  it  was 
a  late  hour  moft  commonly  before  they  retired 
to  reft.  The  ipace  between  fun-fet  and  that 
time  was  employed  by  fome  parties  in  focial  con- 
verfation,  and  by  others  at  various  games  of 
■chance  :  and  I  did  not  obferve  a  finale  inftance 

O 

in  which  thefe  wxre  condudled,  even  by  the 
lofers,  but  with  the  greateft  temper  and  good 
humour. 

Defirous  of  being  confiantly  upon  the  fpot, 
left  any  untowxrd  circumftance  fliould  arife  to 
interrupt  the  happinefs  we  enjoyed,  my  excur- 
fions  were  confined  to- a  fmall  diftance  from  our 
encampment.  This  however  did  iiot  preclude 
my  attending  fome  of  their  evening  amufements 
'  m  our  neighbourhood.  Atone  of  which,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  1  was  very  well  entertained. 


This 


65 


179"^*]  BOUND  THE  WORLD. 

This  was  a  performance  by  a  fmgic  young 
woman  of  the  name  of  Puckoo,  v/hofc  perfon  and 
manners  were  both  very  agreeable.  Her  dre/s, 
notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the  weather, .  con- 
fifled  of  an  immenfe  quantity  of  thin  cloth,  v/hich 
was  wound  round  her  waift,  and  extended  as  low 
as  her  knees.  This  was  plaited  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  give  a  pretty  efteci  to  the  variegated  pattern 
of  the  cloth  ;  and  was  otherwife  difpofed  with 

s 

great  tafte.  Her  head  and  neck  were  decorated 
with  wreaths  of  black,  red,  and  yellow  feathers  ; 
but  excepting  thefe  fhc  v/ore  no  drefs  from  the 
waift  upwards.  Her  ancles,  and  nearly  half  way 
up  her  legs,  were  decorated  with  feveral  folds  of 
cloth,  widening  upwards,  fo  that  the  upper  parts 
extended  from  the  leg  at  leaft  four  inches  all 
round  ;  this  w’as  encompaffed  by  a  piece  of  net 

work,  wrought  very  clofe,  from  the  mefhes  of 

« 

which  were  hung  the  fmall  teeth  of  dogs,  giving 
this  part  of  her  drefs  the  appearance  of  an  orna¬ 
mented  funnel.  On  her  wrifts  flie  wore  bracelets 
made  of  the  tufks  from  the  largeft  hogs.  Thefe 

were  highly  polifhed  and  fixed  clofe  together  in  a 
*  ^ 

ring,  the  concave  fides  of  the  tufks  being  out¬ 
wards  ;  and  their  ends  reduced  to  an  uniform 
length,  curving  naturally  each  way  rrom  the. 
centre,  were  by  no  means  deftitute  of  ornamen¬ 
tal  effect. 

Thus  equipped,  her  appearance  on  the  ftage, 
VoL.  V.  F  before 
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before  fhe  uttered  a  fmgle  word,  excited  con- 
fiderable  applaufe  from  the  numerous  fpeftators, 
who  obferved  the  greatefl;  good  order  and  deco¬ 
rum.  In  her  performance,  which  was  in  the 
open  air,  fhe  was  accompanied  by  two  men,  who 
were  feated  on  the  ground  in  the  character  of 
muficlans.  Their  inftruments  were  both  alike, 
and  were  made  of  the  outfides  or  fhells  of  large 
gourds,  open  at  the  top  ;  the  lower  ends  ground 
perfedlly  flat,  and  as  thin  as  poffible,  without  en¬ 
dangering  their  fplitting.  Thefe  were  ftruck  on 
the  ground,  covered  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
dried  ,grafs,  and  in  the  interval  between  each 
ftroke,  they  beat  with  their  hands  and  fingers  on 
the  fides  of  thefe  inftruments,  to  accompany  their 
vocal  exertions,  which,  with  the  various  motions 
of  their  hands  and  body,  and  the  vivacity  of  their 
countenances,  plainly  demonftrated  the  intereft 
they  had,  not  only  in  excelling  in  their  own  parts, 
but  alfo  in  the  applaufe  which  the  lady  acquired 
by  her  performance,  advancing  or  retreating  from 
the  muficians  a  few  ftiort  fteps  in  various  direc¬ 
tions,  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjedt,  and  the  nu¬ 
merous  geftures  and  motions  of  her  perfon  de¬ 
manded.  Her  fpeech,  or  poem,  was  firft  began 
in  a  flow,  and  fomewhat  folemn  manner,  and 
gradually  became  energetic,  probably  as  the  fub- 
jedl  matter  became  interefting  ;  until  at  length, 
like  a  true  acftrefs,  the  livelinefs  of  her  imaG!:ina- 

tion 
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tion  produced  a  vociferous  oration,  accompanied 
by  violent  emotions.  Thefe  WTre  received  with 
lliouts  of  great  applaufe  ;  and  although  we  were 
not  fufficlently  acquainted  with  the  language  to 
comprehend  the  fubjeft,  yet  we  could  not  help 
being  pleafed  in  a  high  degree  with  the  perform¬ 
ance.  The  mufic  and  finging  was  by  no  means 
difcordant  or  unpleafing  ;  many  of  the  actions 
feemed  to  be  well  adapted,  and  the  attitudes  ex¬ 
hibited  both  tafte  and  elegance.  The  fatisfaction 
we  derived  at  this  public  entertainment,  w^as 
greatly  increafed  by  the  refpectful  reception  wx 
met  from  all  parties,  as  well  performers  as  fpecta- 
tors,  who  appeared  to  be  infinitely  more  delight¬ 
ed  by  our  plaudits,  than  by  the  liberal  donations 
which  we  made  on  the  occafion. 

Thefe  amufements  had  hitherto  been  confined 
to  fuch  limited  performances ;  but  this  afternoon 
was  to  be  dedicated  to  one  of  a  more  fplendid 
nature,  in  which  fome  ladles  of  confequence,  at¬ 
tendants  on  the  court  of  Tamaahmaah,  were  to 
perform  the  principal  parts.  Great  pains  had 
been  taken,  and  they  had  gone  through  many 
private  rehearfals,  in  order  that  the  exhibition  this 
evening  might  be  worthy  of  the  public  attention; 
on  the  conclufion  of  which  I  purpofed  by  a  dif- 
play  of  fire-w^orks,  to  make  a  return  for  the  en,-^ 
tertainment  they  had  afforded  us. 

About  four  o’clock,  we  were  informed  it  was 

F  2  time  ^ 
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time  to  attend  the  royal  dames;  their  theatre, 
or  rather  place  of  exhibition^  was  about  a  mile  to 
the  fouthward  of  our  tents,  in  a  frnall  fquare, 
furrounded  by  houfes  and  flaeltered  by  trees ;  a 
fituation  as  well  chofea  for  the  performance,  as  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  fpedlators;  who,  on  a 
moderate  computation,  could  not  be  eftimated  at 
lefs  than  four  thoufand,  of  all  ranks  and  defcrip- 
lions  of  peribns. 

A  difference  in  point  of  drefs  had  been  ob- 
ferved  in  the  audience  at  the  former  entertain¬ 
ment,  but  on  this  occafion  every  one  fhone  forth 
in  the  befl  apparel  that  could  be  procured  ;  thofe 
who  had  been  fuccefsful  in  their  commercial 
tranfadlions  with  us,  did  not  fail  to  appear  in  the 
beft  attire  they  had  procured  ;  and  fuch  as  were 
deftitute  of  European  articles,  had  exerted  their 
genius  to  fubftitute  the  manufadfure  and  produc¬ 
tions  of  their  own  country  in  the  moft  falliionable 
and  advantageous  manner.  Feathered  ruffs,  and 
gartering  tape  in  Vvreaths,  adorned  the  ladies’ 
heads,  and  were  alfo  worn  as  necklaces ;  red 

'  t 

cloth,  printed  linen,  or  that  of  their  own  manu"’ 
fadture,  conftituted  the  lower  garment,  which 
extended  from  the  waift  to  the  knees.  The  men 
iikewife  had  put  on  their  beft  maros ;  fo  that  the 
whole  prefented  a  very  gay  and  lively  fpcdfacle. 

On  our  arrival,  fome  of  our  friends  were  pleafed 
lobe  a’little  jocular  with  our  appearance  at  fo  un- 

fafhionable 
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f  fhionable  an  hour>  having  come  much  too  early 
for  the  reprefentation ;  but  as  we  were  admitted 
into  the  green  room  amongft  the  performers,  our 
time  was  not  unpleafantly  engaged.  The  drefs  of 
the  adlreffes  was  fomething  like  that  worn  by 
Puckoo,  though  made  of  fuperior  materials,  and 
difj3ofed  with  more  tafte  and  elegance.  A  very 
confiderable  quantity  of  their  fineft  cloth  was 
prepared  for  the  occafion  ;  of  this  their  lower 
garment  was  formed,  wTich  extended  from  their 
waift  half  way  down  their  legs,  and  was  fo  plait- 
ed  as  to  appear  very  much  like  a  hoop  petticoat. 
This  feemed  the  moil  difficult  part  of  their  drefs 
to  adjuft,  for  Tamaahmaah,  who  W'Bs  confide  red 
to  be  a  profound  critic,  was  frequently  appealed 
to  by  the  wmmen,  and  his  diredtions  w'ere  impli¬ 
citly  followed  in  many  little  alterations.  Inftead 
of  the  ornamjcnts  of  cloth  and  net-w/ork  decorated 
W'ith  dogs’  teeth,  thefe  ladies  had  each  a  green 
wreath  made  of  a  kind  of  bind  w^eed,  twifted  to¬ 
gether  in  different  parts  like  a  rope,  v^hich  was 
wound  round  from  the  ankle,  nearly  to  the  lower 
part  of  the  petticoat.  On  their  wrifts  they  wore 
no  bracelets  nor  other  ornaments,  but  acrofs  their 
necks  and  fhoulders  were  green  faffies,  very  nicely 
made,  wdth  the  broad  leaves  of  the  tree,  a  plant 
that  produces  a  very  lufclous  fwcet  root,  tlie  fizc 
of  a  yam*.-  This  part  of  their  drefs  w^as  put  on 

Vide  Cook’s  lafl  Voyage. 
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the  laft  by  each  of  the  ad:reffes ;  and  the  party 
being  now  fully  attired,  the  king  and  queen,  who 
had  been  prefent  the  whole  time  of  their  dref- 
fing,  were  obliged  to  withdraw,  greatly  to  the 
mortification  of  the  latter,  who  would  gladly 
have  taken  her  part  as  a  performer,  in  which  fhe 
Vv^as  reputed  to  excel  very  highly.  But  the  royal 
pair  were  compelled  to  retire,  even  from  the  ex¬ 
hibition,  as  they  are  prohibited  by  law  from  at¬ 
tending  fu6h  amufements,  excepting  on  the  fef- 
tival  of  the  new  year.  Indeed,  the  performance 
of  this  day  was  contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  rules 
of  the  ifland,  but  being  intended  as  a  compliment 
to  us,  the  innovation  was  admitted. 

As  their  majefties  withdrew,  the  ladies  of  rank, 
and  the  principal  chiefs,  began  to  make  their 
appearance.  The  reception  of  the  former  by  the  ' 
multitude  was  marked  by  a  degree  of  refpecS 
that  I  had  not  before  feen  amongft  any  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  countries  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The 
audience  aflembled  at  this  time  were  ftanding  in 
rows,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  deep,  fo  clofe 
as  to  touch  each  other ;  but  thefe  ladies  no 
fooner  approached  their  rear,  in  any^  accidental 
direction,  than  a  paflage  was  inftantly  made  for 
them  and  their  attendants  to  pafs  through  in  the 
moft  (  ommodious  manner  to  their  refpective  fta- 
tions,  where  they  feated  themfelves  on  the 
ground,  which  was  covered  with  mats,  in  the 
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moft  advantageous  fituation  for  feeing  and  hear¬ 
ing  the  performers.  Moft  of  thefe  ladies  were  of 
a  corpulent  form,  which,  affifted  by  their  {lately 
gait,  the  dignity  with  which  they  moved,  and 
the  number  of  their  pages,  who  followxd  with 
fans  to  court  the  refrefhing  breeze,  or  with  fly- 
flaps  to  difperfe  the  offending  infects,  announced 
their  confequence  as  the  wives,  daughters,  filters, 
or  other  near  relations  of  the  principal  chiefs, 
who  however  experienced  no  fuch  marks  of  re- 
fpcct  or  attention  themfelves  ;  being  obliged  to 
make  their  way  through  the  fpectators  in  the 
beft  manner  they  were  able. 

The  time  devoted  to  the  decoration  of  the  ac- 
treffes  extended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  quiet 
patience  of  the  audience,  who  exclaimed  two  or 
three  times,  from  all  quarters,  Hoorah,  hoorah, 
poaliealec,  fignifying,  that  it  w^ould  be  dark  and 
black  night  before  the  performance  w'ould  begin. 
But  the  audience  here,  like  fimilar  ones  in  other 
countries,  attending  with  a  pre-difpofition  to  be 
pleafed,  was  in  good  humour,  and  was  eafily  ap¬ 
pealed,  by  the  addrefs  of  our  faithful  and  devoted 
friend  Tryivliookee,  who  was  the  conductor  of 
the  ceremonies,  and  foie  manager  on  this  occa- 
fion.  He  came  forward,  and  apologized  by  a 
fpeech  that  produced  a  general  laugh,  and  cauf- 
ing  the  mufic  to  begin,  we  heard  no  further  mur¬ 
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The  band  confifted  of  five  men,  all  ftanding 
up,  each  with  a  highly- poliflied  wooden  fpear  in 
the  left,  and  a  fmall  piece  of  the  fame  material, 
equally  well  finifhed,  in  the  right  hand  ;  with 
this  they  beat  on  the  fpear,  as  an  accompani¬ 
ment  to  their  voices  in  fongs,  that  varied  both  as 
to  time  and  meafure,  efpecially  the  latter ;  yet 
their  voices,  and^  the  founds  produced  from  their 
rude  inftruments,  which  differed  according  to 
the  place  on  which  the  tapering  fpear  was  ftruck, 
appeared  to  accord  very  well.  Having  engaged 
us  a  fhort  time  in  this  vocal  performance,  the 
court  ladies  made  their  appearance,  and  were 
received  with  fhouts  of  the  greateft  applaufe. 
The  muficlans  retired  a  few  paces,  and  the  ac- 
trelfes  took  their  ftation  before  them. 

The  heroine  of  the  piece,  which  confifted  of 
four  parts  or  adls,  had  once  fliared  the  affeftions 
and  embraces  of  Tamaahmaak,  but  was  now 
married  to  an  inferioi*  chief,  whofe  occupation 
in  the  hoiifehold  was  that  of  the  charge  of  the 
king’s  apparel.  This  lady  was  diftinguiflied  by 
a  green  wreath  round  the  crown  of  the  head ; 
next  to  her  was  the  captive  daughter  of  Tkee?re ; 
the  third  a  younger  fifter  to  the  queen,  the  wife 

Cry  ?n  am  a)  100,  who  being  oi  the  moft  exalted 
tank  ftood  in  the  middle.  On  each  fide  of  thefe 
were  two  of  inferior  quality,  making  in  ail  feven 
adtreffes.  They  drew  themfelves  up  in  a  line 

fronting 
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fronting  that  fide  of  the  Iquare  that  was  occupied 
by  the  ladies  of  quality  and  the  chiefs.  Thefe 
were  completely  detached  from  the  populace, 
not  by  any  partition,  but,  as  it  were,  by  the  re- 
fpedlful  confent  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  alTem- 
bly  ;  not  one  of  which  trefpaffed  or  produced 
the  leaft  Inconvenience. 

This  reprefentation,  like  that  before  attempted 
to  be  defcrlbed,  w-as  a  compound  of  fpeaking  and 
linglng  ;  the  flibjed;  of  which  was  enforced  by 
appropriate  geftures  and  adilons.  The  piece  was 
in  honor  of  a  captive  princefs,  whole  name  was 
Qrycowculleneaow  ;  and  on  her  name  being  pro¬ 
nounced,  every  one  prefent,  men  as  well  as  wo¬ 
men,  who  w'ore  any  ornaments  above  their  waift, 
were  obliged  to  take  them  off,  though  the  cap¬ 
tive  lady  was  at  leaft  fixty  miles  diftant.  This 
mark  of  rcfpedl  v/as  unobferved  by  the  actreffes 
whilft  engaged  in  the  performance  ;  but  the  in- 
ftant  any  one  fat  down,  or  at  the  clofe  of  the 
act,  they  were  alfo  obliged  to  comply  with  this 
myfterious  ceremony. 

The  variety  of  attitudes  into  W'hich  thefe  wm- 
men  threw  themfelvcs,  w  ith  the  rapidity  of  their 
action,  refembled  no  amufement  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world  wdthln  my  knowledge,  by  a 
comparlfon  with  which  I  might  be  enabled  to 
convey  fome  idea  ot  the  ftage  eftcct  this  produced, 

O  i 
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particularly  in  the  three  firft  parts,  in  which 
there  appeared  much  correfpondence  and  har¬ 
mony  between  the  tone  of  their  voices,  and  the 
difplay  of  their  limbs.  One  or  two  of  the  per¬ 
formers  being  not  quite  fo  perfect  as  the  reft, 
afforded  lis  an  opportunity  of  cxercifing  our 
judgment  by  comparifon ;  and  it  muft  be  con- 
felfed,  that  the  ladies  who  moft  excelled,  exhi¬ 
bited  a  degree  of  graceful  action,  for  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  account. 

In  each  of  thefe  firfl:  parts  the  fongs,  attitudes, 
and  actions,  appeared  to  me  of  greater  variety 
than  I  had  before  noticed  amongft:  the  people  of 
the  great  South  Sea  nation,  on  any  former  occa- 
fion.  The  whole,  though  I  am  unequal  to  its 
defeription,  was  fupported  with  a  wonderful  de¬ 
gree  of  fpirit  and  vivacity  ;  fo  much  indeed  that 
fomc  of  their  exertions  were  made  with  fuch  a 
degree  of  agitating  violence,  as  feemed  to  carry 
the  performers  beyond  what  their  ftrength  was 
able  to  fuftain ;  and  had  the  performance  hnlfhed 
with  the  third  act,  w^e  fliould  have  retired  from 
their  theatre  with  a  much  higher  idea  of  the  moral 
tendency  of  their  drama,  than  w^as  conveyed  by 
the  offenfive,  libidinous  feene,  exhibited  by  the 
ladies  in  the  concluding  part.  The  language  of 
the  fong,  no  doubt,  correfponded  with  the  ob- 
feenity  of  their  actions  ;  which  w^ere  carried  to  a 
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degree  of  extravagance  that  was  calculated  to 
produce  nothing  but  difguft  even  in  the  mofi;  li¬ 
centious. 

This  hooarah  occupied  about  an  hour,  and 
concluded  with  the  defeending  fun,  it  being  con¬ 
trary  to  law^  that  fuch  reprefentations  Ihould 
continu'C  after  that  time  of  day.  The  fpectators 
inftantly  retired  in  the  mod:  orderly  manner,  and 
difperfed  in  the  greateft  good  humour  ;  appa¬ 
rently  highly  delighted  with  the  entertainment 
they  had  received.  But  as  the  gratification  I 
had  promifed  on  this  occafion  required  the  ab- 
I'ence  of  light,  and  could  not  be  exhibited  to  ad¬ 
vantage  until  a  late  hour,  the  multitude  were 
permitted  to  re-ailemble  in  our  neighbourhood 
loon  afterwards  for  this  purpofe. 

Our  exhibition  commenced  about  feven  in  the 
evening,  and  as  we  ftill  polTefled  a  confiderable 
variety  of  fire- works  in  a  tolerably  good  ftate  of 
prefervation,  an  ample  aflbrtment  was  provided  ; 
and  on  being  thrown  off,  they  produced  from 
the  expecting  multitude  fuch  acclamations  of 
furprize  and  admiration  from  all  quarters,  as  may 
be  eafily  imagined  to  arlfe  from  the  feelings  of 
perfons  totally  unacquainted  with  objects  of  fuch 
an  extraordinary  nature.  Tarnaahmaah  fired  the 
two  firft  rockets ;  but  there  were  only  one  or 
two  of  the  chiefs  who  had  courage  fufficient  to 
follow  his  example ;  and  it  was  obferved  amongft 

thofe 
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thole  who  'were  near  us  at  the  time,  that  in  tbefe 
apprehenfion  was  more  predominant  than  plea- 
fure.  The  whole  concluded  with  fome  excellent 
Bengal  lights,  which  illuminating  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  a  great  diftance,  almoft  equal  to  the 
return  of  day,  feemed  to  produce  more  general 
fatisfaction  than  the  preceding  part  of  the  exhi¬ 
bition  ;  and  on  its  being  announced,  that  the  light 
was  fhewn  to  conduct  them  fafely  to  their  re- 
ipcctive  habitations,  the  crowd  retired ;  and  in 
the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  the  ufual  ftlllnefs  of  the 
night  was  fo  completely  reftored,  that  it  would 
rather  have  been  imagined  there  had  not  been  a 
fingle  ftranger  in  our  neighbourhood,  than  that 
thoufands  had  fo  recently  departed. 

As  the  number  of  thefe  ftrangers  had  increaf- 
ed,  fo  a  gradual  augmentation  of  the  king’s 
nightly  guard  had  taken  place  ;  but  on  this  even¬ 
ing  the  guards  were  at  leaft  doubled,  and  in 
number  amounted  to  about  forty,  armed  with 
T)al1aloGS  and  iron  dae2;ers,  and  ftationed  in  dif- 
ferent  places  about  the  royal  rcfidence. 

This  having  been  the  twelfth  day’s  abfence  of 
Mr.  Menzies  and  his  party,  and  having  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  limits  of  time  that  I  expected  their 
propofed  excurfion  could  have  required,  I  began 
to  be  anxious  left  fome  accident  or  indifpofttion 
had  detained  them  in  the  interior  country  (being 
perfectly  fatisfied  that  there  was  not  the  leaft 
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danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  natives)  efpe- 
dally  as  I  had  received  only  one  note  from  the 
party,  and  that  on  the  commencement  of  their 
journey  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland  ;  and 
although  their  excurfion  had  not  at  that  time 
been  attended  with  the  expedition  I  could  have 
wiflied,  yet  I  had  reafoii  before  now  to  have  ex- 
peded  their  return. 

The  period  of  our  departure  being  faft  ap¬ 
proaching,  in  order  that  we  might  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  fail  on  the  arrival  of  the  party,  I  direded 
that  every  thing  fiiould  be  prepared  the  next 
morning,  Thurfday  the  20th,  for  embarking  fuch 
matters  as  we  had  on  Ihore.  Moft  of  the  prin-^ 
cipal  chiefs  having,  as  ufual,  joined  our  party  at 
breakfaft,  the  higheft  fatisfadion  and  admiration 
was  expreffed  at  the  exhibition  that  clofed  'the 
entertainments  of  the  preceding  day  ;  whilft  the 
preparations  that  were  making  for  our  departure 
occafioned  a  univerfal  regret.  It  was  well  known 
that  I  had  already  exceeded  the  time  of  my  in¬ 
tended  ftay,  and  that  the  hour  would  come  when 
a  feparation  muft  inevitably  take  place,  and  pro¬ 
bably  never  to  meet  again.  Such  were  the  to¬ 
pics  of  our  converfation  round  the  breakfaft  table, 
when  information  was  brought  that  a  cartridge 
box,  which  the  fentinel  had  fuffered  to  he  care- 
left!  v  about,  had  been  ftolen  from  on  board  the 
Chatham.  On  this  unpleafant  circumftance 

being 
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being  firft  reported,  Tamaahmaali  feemed  to  be 
indifferent  as  to  its  recovery  ;  alledging  that  the 
fentinel'had  been  much  in  fault  in  not  having 
taken  proper  care  of  his  accoutrements.  His 
reafoning  was  undoubtedly  corredl,  and  I  would 
willingly  have  paffed  the  tranfgreffion  unnoticed, 
rather  than  have  rifked  the  chance  of  any  inter¬ 
ruption  to  our  prefent  harmony,  had  not  the 
uniform  negative  that  I  had  put  upon  every  foli- 
citation  from  thefe  people,  for  arms  or  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  which  was  only  to  be  fupported  by  fay¬ 
ing,  that  all  fuch  articles  belonged  to  His  Ma- 
jefty  King  George,  and  that  they  were  ftrldlly 
tabooed,  rendered  it  abfolutely  neceffary  that  I 
fliould  Infift  on  the  reftitution  of  the  thing  ftolen. 

The  converfatlon  that  this  unlucky  incident 
produced  drew  for  a  fliort  time  a  veil  of  gloom 
over  the  cheerfulnefs  which  had  generally  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  and  although  this  was  extremely  unplea- 
fant  at  fo  interefting  a  period,  it  was  attended 
with  the  good  eifedl  of  ftimulating  the  king  to 
fend  Kahowmotoo  in  queft  of  the  cartridge  box, 
who,  in  about  half  an  hour  brought  it  to  us.  It 
had  been  found  in  the  houfe  of  Cavaheeroo,  the 
chief  of  the  diftridi  of  Kaoo,  and  the  principal 
perfon  at  the  village  Kowrowa  ;  but  of  the  thief, 
who  was  a  woman,  no  tidings  could  be  procured; 
as  file  had  either  made  her  efcape,  or  w^as  pro- 
teded  under  the  peculiar  privileges  with  which 
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that  village  Is  endowed,  in  giving  protedlon  to 
offenders  of  various  defcriptlons,  whilft  they  re¬ 
main  within  its  precinds. 

The  accoutrement,  however,  being  reftored, 
with  its  contents  undiminiflied  and  in  good  order, 
all  parties  were  inilantly  reconciled,  and  our  fo- 
ciety  brought  back  to  its  former  ftandard  of  har¬ 
mony  and  good  fpirits ;  though  it  was  apparent 
that  the  latter  had  received  fome  little  check,  in 
confequcnce  of  the  indications  of  the  near  ap¬ 
proach  of  our  departure,  by  the  removal  of  our 
feveral  matters  from  the  fliore  to  the  veffels. 

In  the  afternoon  intelligence  was  brought  that 
our  travellers  had  reached  the  fummit  of  Mov/na 
Iloa,  and  that  they  were  on  their  w^ay  back  ;  but, 
from  the  native  who  brought  us  this  information, 
it  appeared,  that  they  would  yet  be  fome  days 
before  they  arrived,  as  they  intended  to  return  by 
land,  and  the  roads  they  had  to  pafs  w-ere  very 
indifferent. 

Having  refumed  my  refidence  on  board  the 
flnp,  I  w^as  on  Friday  the  2lft  complimented 
with  a  formal  vifit  from  all  the  great  perfonages 
in  the  neighbourhood,  except  Cavaheeroo ;  wFo, 
having  accepted  the  ftolen  cartridge  box,  I  con- 
fidered  as  an  acceffary  in  the  theft,  and  on  that 
account  I  would  not  permit  him  to  enter  the 
fnlp.  Th  is  exception  was  no  fmall  mortification 
to  his  pride,  nor  difappointment  to  his  intereft. 
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as  none  of  his  affociates  returned  to  the  fliore 
•without  a  handfome  token  of  my  efteem.  Ta- 
maahmotooy  and  his  retinue^,  though  lefs  deferving 
of  fuch  marks  of  attention^  and  with  little  claim 
to  any  acknowledgment  from  me,  were  not 
omitted,  but  received  fuch  prefents  as  their  re- 
fpedlive  conditions  and  the  occafion  feemed  to 
demand.  With  this  party  had  come  a  daughter 
of  Tamaahmaah,  about  nine  years  of  age.  She 
had  not  vifited  us  when,  we  were  here  before, 
nor  had  we  ever  feen  her  until  the  arrival  of  Ta- 
maahinotooy  to  whofe  charge  ilie  had  fome  time 
hnee  been  entrufted  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
educated  and  brought  up  agreeably  to  the  cuftom 
of  thefe  iflands.  She  bore  a  ftrlking  llkenefs  to 
her  father,  and  though  far  from  being  handfome, 
had  an  expreffive  intelligent  countenance,  and 
w^as  a  very  cheerful  and  engaging  girl. 

All  the  chiefs  that  were  expeded  being  now 
affemblcd,  I  Inquired  of  the  king  when  the  pro- 
pofed  voluntary  ceffion  of  the  iiland  w^as  to  be 
confirmed.  A  iliort  converfation  immediately 
took  place  between  Tamaahmaah  and  fome  of 
his  counfellors  then  prefent ;  the  refult  of  w  hich 
was,  that  as  a  tahoo-poory  was  to  commence  on 
the  evening  of  the  enfuing  Sunday,  and  would 
continue  until  Tuefday  morning,  they  were  una- 
nlmoufiy  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  highly 
proper  to  embrace  that  opportunity  of  reconfult- 
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ing  the  priefts,  that  each  might  be  fully  fatisfied 
with  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  they  were 
about  to  adopt.  Tamaalunaak  at  the  lame  time 


requefted  that  I  w^ould  attend  him  at  the  grand 
morai  during  the  interdidion. 

This  was  a  reply  that  1  did  not  altogether  like, 
nor  did  I  exped  it,  as  they  were  all  convinced 
how  anxious  I  now  was  to  take  my  departure, 
A  final  appeal  to  the  prieils,  however,  I  was  given, 
to  underftand,  could  not  be  difpenfed  with  ;  and 
as  there  was  little  probability  of  the  party  from 
Mowma  Roa  returning  much  before  that  time,  I 
was  induced  to  promife  that  I  w^ould  comply  with 
their  wiflies. 

There  appeared  little  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
cefiTion  would  not  be  made,  although  fome  pre¬ 
vious  ceremonies  were  ftlll  w^anting,  before  they 
w  ould  be  enabled  to  make  the  furrender  in  form, 
which  at  this  tim^e  was  fixed  for  the  followinis: 
Tuefday;  immediately  after  which,  I  informed 
them,  I  fliould  fail  with  the  land  wind  for  Tyah- 
tatooa  and  Toeaigh,  do  the  former,  for  the  pui*^ 
pofe  of  more  particularly  examining  the  anchor¬ 
age,  and  to  the  latter  for  the  purpofe  of  procur¬ 
ing  fuch  a  further  Hock  of  refrefhments  as  we 
could  conveniently  take  ;  well  knowing  that  we 
ought  to  place  little  dependance  on  the  precarious 
fupply  that  Mowee,  Wpahoo,  or  the  reft  of  the 
iflands  to  leeward  might  afford.  The  whole  of 
VoL.  V.  G  the 
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the  party  did  me  the  favor  to  fay,  that  they  would 
remain  on  board  until  we  quitted  Ov/hyhee, 

I  was  very  much  concerned  to  find  that  my 
carneft  endeavors  to  brin.q;  about  a  reconciliation, 
and  to  eftablifli  peace  amongft  thefe  illands,  had 
proved  unfuccefsful.  The  mutual  diftruft  that 
continued  to  exdl  amongft  the  people  of  the  fe- 
veral  iftands,  which  I  had  forefeen  to  be  the 
greateft  difficulty  there  was  to  combat,  and  which 
I  had  apprehended  would  be  an  infurmountable 
obftacle,  had  proved  fatal  to  the  attainment  of 
this  defirable  objedl.  Immediately  on  my  ar¬ 
rival  here,  I  inquired  if  my  letter  from  Mowee 
had  been  received,  and  received  an  anfwcr  in  the 
negative.  But  I  was  given  to  underftand,  that 
a  fmall  party  from  that  ifland  had  arrived  on  the 
weftern  fide  of  Owhyhee,  whofe  objeft  was  fuf- 
pedled  to  be  that  of  feizing  on  fome  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  there,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  them 
away,  and  of  facrlficing  them  in  their  religious 
rites  at  Mowee  ;  and  fome  reports  went  fo  far  as 
to  aflert  that  this  diabolical  objedf  had  been  ef¬ 
fected.  On  further  inquiry,  how^ever,  this  fact 
appeared  to  be  by  no  means  eftablifhed  ;  as  it  was 
pofitively  infifted  on  by  fome,  and  by  others  as 
pofitively  denied.  One  circumfitance,  however, 
both  parties  agreed  in,  that  of  the  people  from 
Mowxe  having  been  under  the  neceflity  of  making 
a  hafty  retreat.  I  could  not  underftand  that  any 

chief 
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chief  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
where  they  had  landed  ;  and  Tamaahmaah  him- 
felf,  either  from  a  convidlion  that  they  had  been 
unfairly  dealt  with,  or  that  I  Ihould  difapprovc 
of  the  fufpicious  narrow  policy  that  had  influ¬ 
enced  the  conduct  of  his  people  on  this  occafion, 
was  unwilling  to  adow  that  he  had  been  made 
duly  acquainted  with  their  arrival,  and  was  al- 

jT 

waays  delirous  of  avoiding  the  fubject  in  conver- 
fation. 

After  many  attempts  to  fix  his  attention,  I  at 
length  explained  to  him  what  was  the  refult  of 
my  negociation  with  the  chiefs  at  Movvee ;  and 
he  then  feemed  to  concur  in  opinion  whth  me, 
that  the  party  from  Mowce  wdio  had  landed  on 
the  w^eftern  fide  of  Owhyhee,  could  be  no  other 
than  the  embaffy  charged  wdth  my  letter,  and 
invefled  w^lth  powers  to  ncgociate  for  a  general 
pacification. 

It  W'as  fome  time  before  I  was  able  to  make 
myfelf  thoroughly  mafler  of  thefe  circiimftances; 
yet  long  before  I  had  afcertalried  with  any  tole¬ 
rable  preciiion  what  was  the  ftate  of  the  bufinefs, 
I  was  perfedfly  convinced  that  no  overtures  of 
this  nature  w^ould  be  attended  with  fuccefs,  and 
that  nothing  but  by  my  paffing  backwards  and 
forwards  between  the  fevcral  illauds  in  the  man¬ 
ner  before  ftated,  would  anfwcr  any  good  pur- 
pofe  ;  could  1  have  done  this,  I  entertained  no 

G  2  doubt 
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doubt  of  accomplifliing  this  defirable  objedi: ;  but 
neither  our  circumftances  nor  our  time  would 
admit  of  my  engaging  in  this  tafk,  particularly  at 
the  prefent  feafon  of  the  year,  when  very  boifter- 
ous  weather  ufually  prevails  amongft  thefe  iflands, 
againft  which  wc  fhould  occafionally  have  been 
obliged  to  beat  to  windward.  Our  fails,  rigging, 
and  probably  our  mafts,  would  neceffarily  have 
fuffered  in  point  of  wear  and  tear,  even  fhould 
w^e  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  avoided  any 
material  damage  by  accident ;  and  as  our  flock  of 
thofe  effential  articles,  even  with  the  fupply  we 
had  received  from  port  Jackfon,  w  hich  w^as  very 
Ihort  of  what  I  had  requefted,  demanded  the 
greatefl  ceconomy  and  care  to  make  them  lafl, 
without  fubjedling  us  to  uhpleafant  and  even 
difaftrous  circumftances,  during  our  progrefs  in 
the  unaccompliflied  part  of  our  voyage ;  I  w^as 
under  the  neceflity  of  declining  any  further  per- 
fonal  interference,  notwithftanding  that  I  w^as 
fatisfied  the  happiriefs  and  tranquillity  of  many 
thoufands  might  have  been  fecured,  at  leaft  for 
a  time,  could  I  have  undertaken  this  Important 
bufmefs. 

Th  is  convidlion  did  not  fall  to  claim  a  great 
ftiare  of  my  attention  ;*  but  the  execution  of  the 
feveral  important  objeds  of,  our  voyage  that  yet 
remained  unfinifhed,  and  which  wxre  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  nature,  compelled  me  to  give  up  all 

thoughts 
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thoughts  of  fecondary  confiderations.  The  com¬ 
pletion  of  our  bufinefs  that  appertained  to  the 
North  Pacific  Ocean,  I  had  fo  far  hopes  of  ef- 

X 

feeing  in  the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  feafon,  that 
I  had  not  demanded  the  return  of  the  Daedalus 
with  a  further  fupply  of  flores,  nor  indeed  was 
it  certain  that  fuch  a  fupply  could  have  been  ob¬ 
tained  from  port  Jackfon  ;  we  had  therefore  to 
rely  on  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence, 
and  our  own  care  and  frugality,  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  remaining  part  of  our  furvey 
with  the  ftores  we  had  ftill  remaining. 

Tamaahmaah  having  become  acquainted  with 
our  intended  route  from  Karakakooa,  and  being 
watchful  to  embrace  every  opportunity  by  which 
he  could  continue  his  good  offices,  either  for  our 
prefent  comfort,  or  our  future  welfare,  ordered 
one  of  his  principal  domeftics  to  depart  immedi¬ 
ately  for  Toealgh  ;  there  to  provide  according  to 
his  diredlions  fuch'  things  as  we  flood  in  need  of, 
and  to  have  them  in  readliiefs  for  embarkation 
on  our  arrival. 

After  thefe,  and  other  lefs  important  arrange¬ 
ments  had  been  made  relative  to  our  departure, 
the  king  with  his  companions  returned  to  the 
fliore.  About  this  time  the  gentlemen  made 
their  appearance  from  Mowna  Roa,  having  de- 
feended  from  the  mountains  in  a  flralght  line  to 
the  fca  iliorc,  from  whence  they  had  returned  by 

G  3  water ; 
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water  ;  but  had  not  this  been  their  route,  their 
journey  hither  would  have  occupied  fome  few 
days  more.  At  firft  fight  of  the  travellers  I  re¬ 
gretted  the  delay  I  had  fo  recently  confented 
to ;  but  it  was  now  too  late  to  retradl,  efpecially 
as,  on  the  moil  trivial  occafions,  1  had  made  it  a 
point  to  perform  all  promifes  made  to  thefe  people 
with  fcrupulous  pundluality.  Two  or  three  days, 
therefore,  were  not  of  fufficient  importance  to  us 
to  induce  my  breaking  in  upon  the  arrangements 
I  had  juft  made  with  Tamaalimaah',  who  w^ould 
cafily  have  difcovercd,  that  no  new^  caufe  had 
arifen  from  any  alteration  in  our  plan ;  and  I 
therefore  determined  to  remain  contented  until 

i 

Tuefday,  w  hen  the  reftridllons  of  the  taboo  w^ere 
to  ceafc.  This  afforded  an  opportunity  to  fome 
of  the  officers,  w  hole  attention  to  their  feveral 
duties  bad  confined  them  hitherto  to  the  fea 
Ihorc,  to  make  a  fiiort  cxcurfion  into  the  adja¬ 
cent  country. 

The  building  of  TamnaJifnaaJi  s  veffei  was  now’- 
fo  far  advanced,  that  1  confidered  its  completion 
ail  eaiy  talk  for  his  people  to  perform  under  the 
diret:tion  of  Bold,  who  molt  probably  had,  by  his 
attention  to  our  carpenters,  added  fome  infor¬ 


mation  to  his  former  knowledge  in  flnp-building. 

I 

Her  frame  w-as  completely  fixed,  and  all  that  re¬ 
mained  to  be  done  w'as  fome  part  of  the  plank¬ 
ing,  and  fitting  up  her  infide  according  to  the 

tafte 
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tafte  and  fancy  of  Tamaahmaah.  Having  no 
doubt  but  all  this  would  be  effeftcd  with  little 
difficulty  by  themfelves,  on  Saturday  the  22d, 
our  carpenters  were  ordered  to  repair  on  board 
•with  their  tools.  Befides  the  affiftance  I  had  af¬ 
forded  in  building  the  hull  of  the  veileh  I  had 
furniflied  Tamaahmaah  with  all  the  iron  work  flie 
would  further  require;  oakum  and  pitch  for 
caulking,  proper  mafts,  and  a  fet  of  fchooiier  fails, 
with  canvafs,  needles,  and  twine  to  repair  them 
hereafter.  With  refpedl:  to  cordage,  they  had  a 
fufficiency  of  their  own  manufadlure  for  her  rig¬ 
ging,  fchooner  faffiion,  and  every  other  iieceflaryL 
purpofe. 

Tamaahmaah  was  exceedingly  well  pleafed, 
and  thankful  for  our  exertions ;  and  it  was  ex-, 
tremely  gratifying  to  my  feelings  to  refledl,  that 
fuch  valuable  opportunities  fliould  have  'offered 
for  beftowing  this  gratification  upon  the  king, 
and  many  effential  benefits  upon  his  people  ;  all 
of  whom  were  now'*  vvcll  convinced,  that  thefe 
fuperior  advantages  w^ere  only  to  be  obtained  by 
the  conftant  exercife  of  the  fanie  honefty  and  ci¬ 
vility  by  which  thefe  had  been  ffeured  to  them 
on  the  prefent  occafiqn. 

Very  little  doubt  can  be  eiitertained  of  the  ex- 
alted  pleafure  Ihimaahmaah  would  enjoy  in  the 
attainment,  by  honorable  means,  of  io  dcfirable 
an  objedi  as  his  new  fchooner ;  efpecially  at  thofe 

G  4  times, 
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times,  when  bis  mind  recurring  to  the  virtuous 
caufes  that  had  given  him  fo  valuable  a  pofleffion, 
he  would  naturally  naake  a  comparifon  between 
them  and  the  criminal  meafures  purfued  by  Ta~ 
maahmotoo  for  a  fimilar  acquifition  ;  which  he 
had  no  fooner  poiTefTcd  by  treachery  and  barba¬ 
rity,  than  he  was  deprived  of  it  with  indelible 
marks  of  infamy^  and  the  lofs  of  his  reputation 
and  charadler. 

On  the  evening  of  Sunday  the  23d,  agreeably 
to  my  promlfe,  1  accompanied  Tamaahmaah  to 
the  moral,  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  forms,  regu¬ 
lations,  and  reftri(5llons  of  the  taboo.  The  cere¬ 
monies  were  fimilar  to  thofe  I  had  before  obferv- 
ed,  though  they  were  more  concife,  lefs  formal, 
and  attended  by  fewer  perfons. 

I  was  not  on  this,  as  on  the  former  occafion, 
purely  an  idle  fpcdator ;  but  was  in  fome  degree 
one  of  the  adors.  Whilfi;  in  the  morning  the 
principal  ceremonies  and  prayers  were  perform¬ 
ing,  I  was  called  upon  to  give  my  opinion  on  fe- 
veral  matters  that  were  agitated  at  one  time  by 
the  king,  and  at  others  by  the  principal  prlefts. 
Amongft  thefe  w^as  the  propriety  of  their  remain¬ 
ing  at  peace,  or  making  war  agalnft  the  other 
ihands  ?  The  cefiion  of  the  iiland ;  and  if,  by 
that  voluntary  meafore,  they  would  be  confidered 
as  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain"?  Under  this  im- 
prefhon,  in  what  manner  ought  they  to  condud 

themfelves 
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themfelves  towards  all  ftrangers,  as  well  thofe 
who  mi§:ht  vlfit  them  from  civilized  nations,^  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  illands  ? 
With  thefe,  and  fome  other  quelHons  of  lefs  im¬ 
portance,  I  was  very  ferioufly  interrogated  ;  and 
1  made  fuch  anfvvers  to  each  as  was  confiftent 
with  my  own  fituation,  and,  as  I  confidered,  were 
moft  likely  to  tend  in  future  to  their  happinels 
and  tranquillity. 

I  w^as  not  prohibited  in  my  turn  from  offering 
my  fuggeftions,  or  demanding  their  attention  to 
my  requifitions.  Anxious  left  the  objedl  I  had  fo 
long  had  in  view  fhbuld  hereafter  be  defeated ; 
namely,  that  of  eftabliftilng  a  breed  of  ftieep, 
cattle,  and  other  European  animals  in  thefe 
illands,  which  with  fo  much  difficulty,  trouble, 
and  concern,  I  had  at  length  fucceeded  fo  far  as 
to  import  in  good  health,  and  in  a  thriving  con¬ 
dition  ;  I  demanded,  that  they  fhould  be  tabooed  ^ 
for  ten  years,  with  a  diferetionary  pow-er  in  the 
king  alone  to  appYopriate  a  certain  number  of  the 
males  of  each  fpecies,  in  cafe  that  fex  became 
predominant,  to  the  ufe  of  his  own  table;  but 
that  in  fo  doing  the  wmmen  Ihould  not  be  pre¬ 
cluded  partaking  of  them,  as  the  intention  ot 
their  being  brought  to  the  ifiand  was  for  the  ge¬ 
neral  ufe  and  benefit  of  every  inhabitant  of  both 
fexes,  as  fooii  as  their  numbers  ftiould  be  fuffi- 

ciently 
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ciently  increafed  to  allow  of  a  general  diftributlon 
amongft  the  people.  This  was  unanimoufly  ap¬ 
proved  of,  and  faithfully  promifed  to  be  obferved 
with  one  exception  only  ;  that  vrith  refpedl  to 
the  meat  of  thefe  feveral  animals,  the  women 
were  to  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  as  with  their 
dogs  and  fowls  ;  they  were  to  be  allowed  to  eat 
of  them,  but  not  of  the  identical  animal  that 
men  had  partaken,  or  of  which  they  were  to  par- 
'  take.  Much  convcrfation  took  place  on  thefe 
different  fubjedls,  wdien  not  otherwife  engaged 
in  funclions  of  a  religious  nature  ;  all  thefe  ceaf- 
ing  at  fun-rife  the  next  morning,  I  repaired  on 
board,  and  found  every  thing  in  readincfs  for  our 
departure. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Tuefday  the  25th,  the  king 
and  queen,  accompanied  by  Terry -my -tee,  the 
king’s  brother  ;  Crymamahow,  half  brother  to  the 
king,  and  chief  of  the  diftrift  of  Amakooa  ;  Ka- 
howmotoo,  father  to  the  queen,  and  chief  of  the  dif- 
trlcl  of  Kona  ;  Kavaheeroo,  chief  of  the  dlftrift  of 
Kaow;  Tianna,  chief  of  the  diftricl  of  Poona;  Ta- 
rjiaalunotoo,  chief  of  the  dlftncl  of  Koarra  ;  Try- 
wlioohe,  half  brother  to  the  king,  and  our  moft 
faithful  protedlor  and  purveyor  at  the  encamp¬ 
ment;  all  aflembled  on  board  the  Difcovery,  for 
the  purpofe  of  formally  ceding  ai'id  furrendering 
the  ifiand  of  Owdijhce  to  me  for  his  Britannic  Ma- 
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jefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors  ;  there  were  prefent 
on  this  occafion  befidcs  myfelf,  Mr.  Puget,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  Difcovery. 

Taynaahmaah  opened  the  bufmefs  in  a  Ipeech? 
which  he  delivered  with  great  moderation  and 
equal  firmnefs.  He  explained  the  reafons  (already 
ftatedj  that  had  induced  him  to  offer  the  illand 
to  the  proteblion  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  recounted 
the  numerous  advantages  that  himfclf,  the  chiels, 
and  the  people,  \vere  likely  to  derive  by  the  fur- 
render  they  were  about  to  make.  He  enume¬ 
rated  the  feveral  nations  that  iince  Captain  Cook’s 
difcovery  of  thefe  iflands  had  occafionally  reforted 
hither,  each  of  which  vva.s  too  powerful  tor  them 
to  refift  ;  and  as  thefe  vifitors  had  come  more  fre¬ 
quently  to  their  ffiores,  and  their  numbers  feemed 
to  increafe,  he  confidered  that  the  inhabitants 
would  be  liable  to  more  ill  treatment,  and  ftill 
greater  impofitions  than  they  had  yet  endured,  uii- 
lefs  they  could  be  protcefed  againft  fuch  Wn“ongs 
by  fome  one  of  the  civilized  powers  with  who! 
people  they  had  become  acquainted  ;  that  at  pre- 
fent  they  were  completely  independent,  under  no 
fort  of  engagement  v/hatever,  and  were  free  to 
make  choice  of  that  ftate  which  in  their  opinion 
^v/as  moft  likely  by  its  attention  to  their  fecurlty 
and  interefts,  to  anfvver  the  purpofc  for  which 
the  propofed  furrender  was  intended,  for  his 
Qvvn  part  he  did  not  hcfitate  to  declare  the  pre¬ 
ference 
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ference  he  entertained  for  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  to  whom  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  his 
fubmiffion ;  and  demanded  to  know  who  had 
any  objedlion  to  follow  his  example.  This  pro¬ 
duced  an  harangue  from  each  of  the  five  chiefs^ 
all  of  whom  had  ibme  ideas  to  offer  on  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjedl. 

The  warlike  fpirit  and  ambitious  views  of 
Jiowmotoo  had  long  taught  him  to  indulge  the  flat¬ 
tering  hope,  that  on  fome  future  day  he  fhould 
be  enabled  to  acquire  the  fovereignty  of  Mowee. 
This  prompted  him  to  ftate  in  a  fpirited  and 
manly  fpeech,  that  on  their  becoming  connedted 
and  attached  to  fo  powerful  a  nation,  they  ought 
no  longer  to  fuffer  the  indignities  which  had  been 
offered  to  their  ifland,  Owhyhee,  by  the  people 
of  Mow^ee  ;  he  alfo  candidly  enumerated  the  of¬ 
fences  that  Mowee  had  juftly  to  complain  of  in 
return  ;  but  as  thefe  bore  no  proportion  to  her 
aggreffions,  he  contended  that  fhe  ought  to  be 
chaftlfcd,  and  that  when  a  force  for  their  pro- 
tedlion  fiiould  be  obtained  from  England,  the  firffc 
objedl  of  its  employment  ought  to  be  the  con- 
queft  of  Mowee ;  after  which  the  care  of  its  go¬ 
vernment  fliould  be  intrufted  to  fome  refpedable 
chief,  whofe  intereft  and  Inclination  could  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  as  being  friendly  towards  Owhyhee. 

KavaJieeroo,  a  chief  of  a  very  different  difpofi- 
tlon,  content  with  the  ftation  he  filled,  and  the 

comforts 
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comforts  he  enjoyed,  looked  forward  with  plea« 
fure  to  the  confequences  that  were  likely  to  re- 
fult  from  the  adoption  of  the  rheafure  propofed ; 
having  no  doubt  of  its  tending  to  their  future 
fafety  and  protedlion,  which  had  now  become 
highly  expedient  in  fome  way  to  efFedt,  and  of 
its  being  the  means  of  producing  a  general  paci¬ 
fication  with  their  relations  and  friends,  as  he 
termed  them,  on  the  other  iflands. 

Tianna,  after  agreeing  with  KaliowTitotoo,  that 
Mo  wee  ought  to  be  chaftifed  ;  and  with  Kava- 
heeroo,  in  the  neceffity  of  Owhyhee  being  pro¬ 
tected  ;  propofed  that  fome  perfons,  duly  autho¬ 
rized  for  that  purpofe,  fhould  refide  on  fhore  by 
way  of  guards,  and  ftated  that  a  veiTel  or  two 
would  be  requifite  to  defend  them  by  fea.  He 
very  Judicioufly  obferved  further,  that  fo  great  a 
fimilarity  exiiled  between  the  people  of  the  four 
nations  wdth  whom  they  wxre  already  acquainted, 
but  more  particularly  fo  between  the  Engllfii  and 
the  Americans,  that  in  the  evxnt  of  their  prefent 
furrender  being  accepted,  and  of  a  veflhl  being 
fent  out  for  their  protection,  they  fhould  be 
doubtful  as  to  the  realky  of  fuch  perfons  com¬ 
ing  from  England,  unlefs  fome  of  the  officers 
then  prefent,  or  fome  of  thofe  board  the  veilels 
wdth  whom  they  were  acquainted,  and  who  they 
wxre  convinced  did  belong  to  King  George, 
fhould  return  to  Owhyhee  with  the  fuccours  re- 
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quired.  This  appeared  to  him  a  meafure  of  fo 

much  confcquence  that  k  could  not  be  difperifcd 

,/ 

with,  for  otherwife,  any  of  the  diftant  nations, 
knowing  they  had  ceded  the  Ifland  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  government,  might  fend  to  them  fhips  and 
men  whom  they  had  never  before  feen,  and 
who,  by  aiTertIng  they  had  come  from  England 
and  belonged  to  King  George,  wmuld  deceive 
them  into  the  obedience  of  a  people  againft 
whom  they  Ihould  afterwards  moft  probably  re- 
volt. 

Thcfe  were  the  prominent  filatures  in  the  fe- 
veral  fpeeches  made  on  the  occafion  :  in  every 
one  of  which  tlieir  religion,  government,  and 
domeftic  oeconomy  was  noticed  ;  and  it  w^as 
clearly  underftood,  that  no  interference  was  to 
take  place  in  either.;  that  Tainaalmaah^  the 
chiefs  and  priefts,  were  to  continue  as  ufual  to 
officiate  with  the  fame  authorltv  as  before  in 
their  refpedtive  ftations,  and  that  no  alteration 
in  thofe  partic-ulars  was  in  any  degree  thought  of 
or  intended. 


Thcfc  preliminaries  being  fully  difeuffed,  and 
thoroughly  underftood  on  both  fidcs,  the  king 
repeated  his  former  propofition,  w^hich  was  now 
unanimoudy  approved,  of,  and  the  wffiolc  party 
declared  their  confciit  by  faying,  that  they  were 
no  longer  Tanata  7io  0-zvhyhec  ,  (i.  e.)  the  people 
of  Owbyhee  ;  but  Tanata  no  Britannec,  (i.  c.)  the 

people 
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people  of  Britain.  This  was  infcantly  made 
known  to  the  furroundins;  crowd  in  their  nume- 

O 


rous  canoes  about  the  veffels,  and  the  fame  ex- 
preffions  were  cheerfully  repeated  throughout  the 
attending  multitude. 

Mr.  Puget,  accompanied  by  forne  of  the  offi¬ 
cers,  immediately  went  on  ffiore  ;  there  difplayed 
the  Britlffi  colours,  and  took  pofleffion  of  the 
ifland  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  in  conformity  to 
the  inclination  and  defire  of  TamaaJimaah  and  his 
fubjedls.  On  this  ceremony  being  finiffied,  a  fa- 
lute  was  fired  from  the  veiTels,  alter  which  the 
following  infeription  on  copper  was  depofited  in 
a  very  confpicuous  place  at  the  royal  refidence. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1/94,  -TamaaJi^ 
viLiaJi  king  of  Owhyhee,  in  council  with  the 
principal  chlels  of  the  ifland,  aiTcmbled  on 
board  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  fioop  Difeovery 
in  Karakakooa  bay,  and  in  the  prefence  of 
George  Vancouver,  commander  of  the  find 
Hoop  ;  Lieutenant  Peter  Puget,  commander  of 
his  laid  Majefty’s  armed  tender  the  Chatham  ; 
and  the  other  officers  of  the  Difeovery  ;  after 


due  confideratlon,  unanimoufly  ceded  the  find 
ifland  of  Owhyhee  to  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  acknowledged  themfelves  to  be  fubjefts  of 
Great  Britain.” 

Such  a  diftributlon  of  ufeiul  or  ornamental 
articles  was  now  made  to  the  principal  clneis, 

their 
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their  favorite  women,  and  other  attendants,  as 
Tamaahmaah  and  myfelf  efteemed  to  be  fuitable 
to  their  refpedtive  ranks  and  ftations  onthis  me¬ 
morable  occafion. 

Thus  concluded  the  ceremonies  of  ceding  the 
ifland  of  Owhyhee  to  the  Britifh  crown;  but 
whether  this  addition  to  the  empire  will  ever  be 
of  any  importance  of  Great  Britain,  or  whether 
the  furrender  of  the  ifland  will  ever  be  attended 
with  any  additional  happinefs  to  its  people,  time 
alone  mufl  determine.  It  was  however  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  fatisfadlion  to  me,  that  this  conceffion 
had  not  only  been  voluntary  but  general  ;  that 
it  had  not  been  fuggefted  by  a  party,  nor  been 
the  wifh  of  a  few,  but  the  defire  of  every  inha¬ 
bitant  with  whom  we  had  any  converfation  on 
the  fubjedl ;  mofl  of  thefe  having  attended  the 
external  ceremonies,  without  fhewing  any  other 
figns  than  thofe  of  perfedt  approbation  ;  and  the 
whole  bufiaefs  having  been  conduced  by  the 
king  and  his  advifers  with  great  fleadinefs,  and 
in  the  moft  ferious  manner,  left  me  no  doubt  of 
the  fmeerity  of  their  intentions  to  abide  ftridlly 
by  their  engagement. 

This  tranfadVion  muft  ever  be  confidercd,  un¬ 
der  all  the  attendant  circumftances,  as  of  a  pe¬ 
culiar  natuj  e  ;  and  will  ferve  to  fliew  that  man^ 
even  in  his  rude  uncultivated  ftate,  will  not,  ex¬ 
cept  from  apprehenfion  or  the  mofl  preffing  ne- 

ceflity. 
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ceffity,  voluntarily  deliver  up  to  another  his  legi-» 
timate  rights  of  territorial  jurifdidiion. 

With  reipedt  to  aftronomical  oblervations 
whilft  at  Karakakooa,  our  attention  had  been 
principally  direrted  to  the  rates  and  errors  of  the 
chronometers;  thefe  on  being  landed  the  2lft  of 
January,  17Q4,  fliewed  the  longitude  by  Keri- 
dall’s  to  be  — >  — »  205°  S''  45^^ 

^  Arnold’s  No.  14^  ~  204  26 

Ditto  170,  —  204  1 

The  true  longitude  of  Kara- 
kakoo  being  204°,  ihev^^s  their 
refpedlive  errors  ;  by  which  Ken¬ 
dall’s  chronometer  was  at  noon 
on  the  19th  of  February)  1794, 
faft  of  mean  time  at  Greenwich  3'^  30'  17''  59''"^ 
And,  by  twenty-fix  days  cor- 
refponding  altitudes,  was  found 
to  be  gaining  on  mean  time  per 


dav  at  the  rate  of  —  — « 

15 

10 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  faft  of  mean 

time  at  Greenwich,  as  above,  3 

25  49 

5Q 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 

day  at  the  rate  of  — - 

21 

12 

Arnold’s  No.  1  70,  faft  of  mean 

time  at  Greenwich,  as  above,  7 

38  33 

59 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 

day  at  the  rate  of  — 

48 

28 

VoL.  W  FI 

Arnold’s 
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Arnold’s  No.  82,  on  board  the 
Chatham,  fail  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  as  above,  — ■  8^  25'  53^'  SQ'"'' 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 

day  at  the  rate  of  —  35  25 

The  latitude,  by  twenty-one  meridional  alti¬ 
tudes  of  the  fun,  and  three  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  ftars,  varying  from  19°  27"  to  19°  28' 

27";  and  differing  2o‘'  from  the  mean  refult  of 
the  obfervatlons  made  in  the  month  of  March, 
1793,  Ihewed  by  the  mean  refult  of  both  years 
obfervatlons,  the  latitude  to  be  19”  28'  2”. 
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CHAPTER  IL 


Karakakooa — Vijlt  TyahtatGoa  mid  Toealgh 
Bays — Some  Befcriptlon  of  the  Anchorage  at 
thofe  Places — Examine  the  Northern  Sides  of 
Mowee,  IVoahoo,  and  Allow  at- — Objervations  on 
the  Anchorage  at  Attowai  and  Qnehow — Leave 
the  Sandwljh  IJlands, 


OTHING  now  remained  to  detain  us  in 
Karakakooa  bay,  the  memorable  fpot  where 
Captain  Cook  unfortunately  fell  a  facrifice  to  his 
undaunted  and  enterprifing  fplrlt.  Notwith- 
ftanding  it  had,  in  that  melancholy  infhanee, 
proved  fatal  to  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  navi¬ 
gators  that  the  world  ever  produced,  yet  to  us  it 
had  proved  an  afylum,  where  the  hofpitable  re¬ 
ception,  and  friendly  treatment  were  fuch  as 
co.uld  not  have  been  furpaffed  by  the  moft  en¬ 
lightened  nation  of  the  earth.  The  unremitted 
attention  in  the  ftiperior  claffes,  to  preferve  good 
order,  and  infure  the  faithful  difeharge  of  every 
fervice  undertaken  by  the  fubordlnate  defcriptlon 
of  the  people,  produced  an  uniform  degree  of  re- 
fpedl  in  their  deportment,  a  cheerful  obedience 
to  the  commands  they  received,  and  a  ftridt  ob- 

H  2  fcivance 
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fervancc  and  conformity  to  fair  and  honeft  deal¬ 
ing  in  all  their  commercial  intercourfe.  Except¬ 
ing  in  the  inftances  of  the  tabic  knives,  the  cen- 
tinel’s  cartridge-box,  and  a'  few  others  of  little 
moment,  occafioned,  very  probably,  by  our  want 
of  difcretion  in  leaving  irrefiftible  temptations  in 
their  way,  we  had  little  to  complain  of ;  and  fuch 
circumftances  of  this  nature  as  did  occur,  ought 
only  to  be  confidered  as  refle<5:fions  on  the  parti¬ 
cular  individuals  concerned,  and  not  as  generally 
eharafteriftic  of  the  whole  people. 

All  our  friends  were  prepared  to  attend  us  ;• 
fbme  were  on  board,  and  others  were  in  their 
canoes,  ready  to  follow  the  fhip  as  foon  as  flie 
got  under  fail.  This  was  effedled  about  three  in 
the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  20th.  Accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Chatham,  we  diredled  our  courfe, 
with  a  light  land  breeze,  clofe  along  the  fhore, 
toward  Tyahtatooa  bay ;  the  morning  was  de¬ 
lightfully  pleafant,  and  the  furrounding  objects, 
whilft  they  attradled  our  attention,  excited  alfo 
our  admiration.  The  country  w^hich,  as  w'e 
paffed,  rofe  with  a  gradual  afeent  from  the  fea 
fhore,  feemed  to  be  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation, 
tod  was  interfperfed  with  a  great  number  of  ex- 
tenfive  villages ;  whilft  our  numerous  compa¬ 
nions  on  the  furface  of  a  ferene  tranquil  ocean, 
fanned  by  a  gentle  breeze,  to  which  fomer  fpread 
their  fails,  and  the  reft  kept  up  with  us  by  lei- 
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furcly  paddling  along,  added  confiderable  beauty 
to  J^he  -Interefting  fcene,  and  exhibited,  by  this 
numerous  population,  that  wealth  w^hlch  the  im¬ 
proved  ftate  of  this  part  of  the  ifland  fo  ftrongly 
indicated.  About  eight  o’clock  we  anchored  iti 
Tyahtatooa,  bay,  in  15  fathoms  water,  fand  and 
rocky  bottom. 

According  to  Mr.  Meares’s  account  of  Mr. 
Douglas’s  voyage,  this  place  is  reprefented  as 
equak  if  not  fuperior,  to  Karakakooa,  for  fecure 
anchorage  ;  but  to  us  it  appeared  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  point  of  view,  as  it  is  formed  by  a  fmatl 
bend  only  in  the  general  diredtion  of  the  coaft^ 
fcarcely  deferving  the  name  of  a  bay.  Its  north- 
ernmoft  point  from  us  bore  by  compafs  N.  6q 
W.  ;  the  village  called  Ane-oo-ooa,  being  the 
nearcft  fhore,  N.  30  E.,  about  half  a  mile  dif- 
tant;  and  the  point  of  Kowrooa  S.  22  E.  The 
ftation  we  had  taken  w^as  as  clofe  to  the  land 
we  could  -with  prudence  lie,  and  the  bottom,  in 
all  diredlions  where  we  founded,  w^as  a  mixture 
of  rocks  and  fand.  A  confidera.ble  fwell  rolled 
in  from  the  wxjlward,  and  by  the  beaten  appear-? 
ance  of  the  rocks  that  chiefly  compofed  the 
fhore,  this  appeared  to  be  in  general  the  cafe  * 
and  for  that  reafon  not  a  very  eligible  refting 
place  for  flaipping.  It  however  poifcires  an  ad¬ 
vantage  with  refpeft  to  landing,  fuperior  to:  Ka¬ 
rakakooa.  This  convenience  is  produced  by  the 
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juttinir  out  of  two  points  ;  between  thefe  is  a 
imall  cove,  defended  by  fome  rocks  lying  before 
it,  which  break  the  violence  of  the  furge,  and 
render  the  communication  wdth  the  fhore  very 
commodious.  The  landing  is  on  a  fandy  beach, 
before  a  strove  of  cocoa  nut,  bread  fruit,  and  other 
trees,  in  the  midfi;  of  which  the  village  is  fituated. 
Tov^'ards  the  fouth  part  of  this  cove  is  a  fpring, 
which  rofe  very  rapidly  from  amongft  fome  rocks 
that  are  generally  covered  wdth  the  fea  w^ater  ;  but 
when  this  is  low,  w^hich  is  fometimes  the  cafe, 
it  is  found  to  produce  a  ftream  of  excellent  freffi 
water  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  by  ufng 
proper  means,  that  its  current  might  be  diverted, 
and  made  fubfervient  to  the  domeftic  ufe  of  the 
neighbourhood,  and  to  vefTels  refitting  at  Kara* 
kakooa,  without  their  being  under  the  neceffity 
of  fubmiLting  to  the  tardy  procefs  we  w  ere  com* 
pelled  to  adopt  ;  efpecially  as  the  dlftance  between 
the  two  places  is  only  ten  miles. 

The  font  hern  bafe  of  mount  Worroray  forms 
thefe  fiiores.  This  mountain,  with  Mow'na  Kaah, 
and  Mowna  Roa,  form  each  a  large  mafs  of 
elevated  land,  of  which  the  ifland  chiefly  con- 
fifts,  though  mount  Worroray  is  the  fmaHeft. 

Accompanied  Jby  Tamaahmaah,  fome  of  the 
officers,  and  fevc.ral  of  the  chiefs,  I  vifited  the 
royal  refidence  at  tht^  place  ;  wTich  confifted  of 
three  of  the  ncatell  conftrudted  lioufes  vve  had 

vet 
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yet  feen  ;  but  not  having  been  conftantly  inha- 
bited  for  fome  time  paft,  they  were  not  in  good 
repair.  This  habitation  of  the  king,  like  that  at 
Karakakooa,  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  grand 
morai,  clofe  to  the  fea  fide.  The  morai  was  the 
moil:  complete  ftrudlure  of  the  kind,  and  kept  in 
the  greateft  order  and  repair,  of  any  that  had 
iallen  under  our  obfervation.  It  was  decorated 
with  feveral  flatues,  or  idols,  carved  out  of  the 
trunks  of  large  trees,  and  meant  to  imitate  the 
human  form  ;  but  they  were  the  moil  gigantic 
and  prepofterous  figures  that  can  be  imagined. 

Having  fatisfied  our  curiofity,  we  returned  on 
board  to  dinner,  which  was  purpofely  ordered  of 
beef  and  mutton,  to  give  all  the  chiefs  an  idea 
of  the  value  of  the  animals  I  had  imported,  as 
articles  of  food  ;  our  party  was  numerous,  and 
they  unanimoufiy  agreed  that  both  were  excel¬ 
lent.  The  beef,  though  falted,  feemed  to  have 
the  preference  in  their  opinion  ;  the  mutton  was 
by  moft  confidered  to  be  very  fimilar  in  its  tafte 
to  the  fleflr  of  their  dogs,  which  they  very  highly 
efteem.  The  general  opinion  was  taken  by  vote 
on  the  fuperlor  excellence  of  mutton  to  dog's 
fiefli,  and  the  preference  was  decided  in  favour 
of  mutton,  only  by  the  caftlng  voi-pe  of  Tamaah’^ 


maah, 

‘  I  was  very  anxious  to  quit  tills  ftati on,  wdiich  is 
fituated  in  latitude  ]  3  longitude  203°  54^, 
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left  the  rocky  bottom  fliould  damage  our  cables; 
but  light  breezes  from  the  fea,  fucceeded  by 
calms,  prevented  our  moving  until  midnight, 
•when,  with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  fliore,  we 
proceeded  flowly  along  the  coaft  to  the  north¬ 
ward. 

In  the  forenopn  of  Thurfday  the  27th,  we  had 
a  light  breeze  frona  the  weft  ward  ;  with  this  we 
fteered  for  the  anchorage  at  Toeaigh,  but  a  ftrong 
current  fetting  to  the  fouth- weft  ward,  we  ap¬ 
proached  it  very  flowly  ;  the  weather  however 
was  fair  and  pleafant,  and  the  objedls  about  us 
w^ere  cheerful  and  entertaininp;,  notwhthftanding; 
the  adjacent  fliores  were  uninterefting,  being 
chiefly  compofed  of  volcanic  matter,  and  pro¬ 
ducing  only  a  few  detached  groves  of  cocoa  nut 
trees,  with  the  appearance  of  little  cultivation, 
nnd  very  few  inhabitants.  The  deficiency  of  the  ^  - 
population  on  fhore  was  -amply  compenfated  by 

i 

the  number  of  our  friends  that  accompanied  us 
aidoat  in  canoes  of  all  deferiptions  ;  thefe  ftill 
preferving  the  fame  orderly  behaviour  and  cheer¬ 
ful  good  humour,  pur  change  of  fituation  was 
fcarcely  pcrcelx’able,  as  the  fame  fociability  and 
friendly  intercourfe  continued  which  had  exifted 
at  Karakakoea. 

%  .  i.  .  ■  -  ; 

As  this  evening  was  to  be  devoted  to  an  ap¬ 
pointed  taboo  that  would  continue  until  the 
niorniog  of  the  i  ft  of  March,  the  king  and  the  reft 

of 
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of  our  friends  went  on  fliorc  for  the  purpofe  of  at¬ 
tending  their  religious  duties.  The  weather  in 
the  evening  being  fqually,  with  variable  winds 
and  alternate  calms,  gaA^e  me  reafon  to  believe ‘it 


very  probable  that  we  fliould  not  reach  our  def- 
tination  before  it  was  dark  ;  on  intimatina:  this 
to  Taniaahmaahf  he  pro  mi  fed  to  have  a  light  plac¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  v/ould  condufl:  us  to  it 
•^vith  fafety. 

It  w'as  not  however  until  near  four  the  next 
morning,  Friday  the  28th,  that  we  gained  found¬ 
ings,  when  w'e  anchored  in  30  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom.  After  it  was  day-light  w^e  re¬ 
moved  to  the  beft  anchorage  in  thus  bay,  whofe 
north-weft  point  bore  by  compafs  N.  36  W.  and 
the  morai,  N.  GS  E.  ;  tins  is  a  confpicuous  ob- 
and  a  good  leading  mark  to  this  anchorage  ; 


it  is  fituated  on  a  barren  eminence  to  the  fouth- 
w^ard  of  the  village,  and  is  to  be  kept  in  a  line 
with  a  fmall  faddlc  hill,  on  the  eafiern  land  de- 
fccnding  from  the  higher  parts,  over  the  village 
of  Toeaigh,  on  the  north  fide  of  this  fpacious 
open  bay.  Its  fouth  point  defeending  gradually 
from  Worroray,  and  forming  a  low  point,  bore 
by  compafs  S.  3  I  W.  ;  witliin  this  point  on  the 
rifine:  land  are  fome  elevated  hummocks ;  the 
third  of  thefe,  from  tlie  point  forming  a  kind  of 
faddlc  hill  in  a  line  with  a  low,  projeefing,  black, 
rocky  point,  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  bearing 
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S.  22  W.5  is  a  further  diredlion,  and  a  crofs  mark 
for  this  anchorage  ;  from  whence  the  watering 
place  lies  S.  70  E.,  a  mile  and  a  half  diHant. 
The  fummit  of  Mowna-kaah  alfo  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  68  E.  ;  Mowna  Roa,  vS.  33  E.  ;  and  Wor- 
roray,  S.  5  W.  In  this  fituation  the  depth  of 
waiter  was  25  fathoms,  the  bottom  a  ftiif  clay, 
and  good  holding  ground ;  incommoded  by  the 
patch  of  rocky  bottom,  Rated  on  our  former  vifit 
to  be  at  the  depth  of  10  fathoms  only  ;  but  on  a 
more  minute  fearch,  this  was  now  difeovered  to 
fboal  fuddenly,  and  the  depth  to  decrcafe  to  7, 
4,  and  3  fathoms,  about  the  fourth  of  a  mile  to 
the  fouth- weft  ward  of  the  Ration  we  had  taken; 


and  confequently  to  be  a  very  great  inconveni- 
ency  to  the  roadftead,  which  at  beft,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  Is  but  a  very  indifferent  one  ;  being  intirel^^ 
expofed  to  the  north -weft  winds,  and  the  weftern 
oceanic  fwell,  which  beats  with  great  violence 
on  the  reefs  that  encompafs  the  fiiores.  Thefe 
reefs  ftretch  out  a  mile  or  upwards,  leaving  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  land  a  narrow^  channel,  that 
affords  comfortable  and  commodious  landing  for 
fmall  boats  and  canoes;  but  the  landing  is  at  too 
great  a  diftaiioe  from  the  place  of  anchorage  to 
allow  of  proteSing  .any  debarkation  from  ^  the 
ffiip. 


.  Tiic  only  circuraftanees  that  feem  to  render 
tliis  a  dcfirablc  flopping  placc^  are  the  run  of 
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water,  ’which  however  does  not  conftantly  flow; 
and  the  probability  of  procuring  refrefhments, 
from  its  contiguity  to  the  fertile,  and  populous 
weftern  part  of  the  diftridl  of  Koaarra,  and  the 
plains  of  Whymea,  lying  behind  the  land  that 
conftitutes  this  part  of  the  fea  coaft. 

•  The  country  rifes  rather  quickly  from  the  fea 
fide,  and,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  feen  on  our  ap¬ 
proach,  had  no  very  promifing  afpefl  ;  it  forms  a 
kind  of  glacis,  or  inclined  plane  in  front  of  the 
mountains,  immediately  behin,d  which  the  plains 
of  Whvmea  are  ftated  to  commence,  which  are 
reputed  to  be  very  rich  and  produdlive,  occupying 
a  fpace  of  feveral  miles  in  extent,  and  winding 
at  the  foot  of  thefe  three  lofty  mountains  far  into 
the  country.  In  this  valley  is  a  great  tradl  of 
luxuriant,  natural  pafture,  whither  ail  the  cattle 
and  fheep  imported  by  me  were  to  be  driven, 
there  to  -roam  unreftrained,  to  iiicreafe  and 
multiply”  far  from  the  fight  oi  ftrangers,  and 
Gonfequently  lefs  likely  to  tempt  the  inhabitants 

s 

to  violate  the  facred  promife  they  had  made  ; 
the  obfervance  of  wdiich,  for  the  time  ftipulated 
in  their  interdidlion,  cannot  fail  to  render  the 
extirpation  of  thefe  animals  a  taflc  not  eafily  to 
be  accompliflred. 

fills  dav  beins:  devoted  to  their  holv  rites,  the 
king,  with  all  the  provincial  chiefs,  remained  in 
facred  retirement.  The  fame  caufe  operated  to 

deprive 


3  08  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [mARCH, 

deprive  us  of  the  fociety  of  our  other  vilitors,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  females,  who  are  on  no  account 
permitted  to  be  afloat  on  thefe  occafions. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday,  March  the  ift, 
the  king,  with  all  our  friends,  were  again  about 
the  veilels.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  a  further 
proof  of  the  liberality  of  Tamaahmaah' s  difpofi- 
tion  w^as  given,  by  his  prefenting  us  with  near 
an  hundred  hogs  of  the  largcfi:  fize,  and  as  great 
a  quantity  of  vegetables  as  both  veffels  could  well 
difpofe  of ;  with  offers  of  a  further  fupply  if  thefe 
were  infufficlent. 

It  w^as  my  intention  to  have  failed  with  the  ■ 
land  wind  in  the  evening,  but  Tamaahmaah 
pointing  out  that  fince  Thurfday  his  engagements 
on  fnore  had  totally  deprived  him  of  our  fociety; 
firft  by  his  attendance  on  their  religious  ceremO“ 
nies,  and  afterwards  In  procuring  and  fending  us 
the  fupplies  we  required  ;  and  follciting,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  the  moft  earneft  manner,  that  the 
laft  day  fnould  be  dedicated  to  the- enjoyment  of 
each  other’s  company,  I  was  Induced  to  remain 
the  following  day,  to  prove  to  him  that  there 
v/as  no  indulgence  in  my  power,  compatible  wdth 
my  duty,  that  I  would  not  grant,  in  return  for 
the  friendihip  and  regard  he  had  on  all  occafions 
manifefted  towards  us,  and  that  in  the  moft 
princely  and  unlimited  manner. 

The  fucceeding  day,  Sunday  the  2d,  was  con-* 

fcquently 
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fequently  paffed  in  receiving  farewell  vlfits,  and 
making  farewell  acknowledgments  to  our  nu¬ 
merous  friends  ;  w  ho  all  expreffed  the  high  fa- 
tlsfadlion  they  had  experienced  during  our  refi- 
dence  amongft  them,  and  the  deep  regret  they 
felt  at  our  departure  from  the  ifland  ;  after  which 
they  were  feen  to  fteal  aw^ay  gently  and  reluc¬ 
tantly  from  a  fcene  that  had  afforded  them  fo 
many  valuable  acquirements,  and  fo  much  pleaf- 
ing  entertainment.  By  fun-fet  nearly  the  w^hole 
group  was  difperfed  in  the  feveral  diredlions  to 
which  their  inclinations  or  neceffities  led.  The 
occurrences  of  this  day  did  not  pafs  over  w  ithout 
producing  fome  impreffions  on  our  fenfibllity, 
from  the  repeated  ardent  folicitations  that  w^e 
would  come  back  to  them  again,  and  from  the 
undifguifed  fincerity  of  the  widies  and  prayers 
that  were  offered  up  for  our  future  happinefs  and 
profperify. 

As  our  departure  was  to  take  place  wdth  the 
firft  breeze  from  the  land,  Tamaahmaali  and  his 
queen,  unwilling  to  take  leave  until  the  very  laft 
moment,  remained  on  board  until  near  midnighty 
when  they  departed,  with  hearts  too  full  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fenfations  w^hich  the  moment  of  iepa- 
ration  produced  in  each  ;  w’ith  them  their  honeif 
and  judicious  oounfellors  Young  and  Davis  re¬ 
turned  to  the  fliore.  The  srood  fenfc,  modera- 
tlon,  and  propriety  of  conduci  in  thefe  men,  daily 

iiicre^fcd 
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increafcd  their  own  rcfpeftability,  and  augment- 
•  ed  the  efteem  and  regard,  not  only  of  the  king 
and  all  his  friends,  but  even  of  thofe  who  were 
profcflcdly  adverfe  to  the  exifting  government, 
and  who  confequently  were  at  firft  inimical  to 
their  intereft. 

As  it  was  a  great  uncertainty  whether  we  fliould 
or  iliould  not  return  again  to  thefe  iflands,  I  had 
given  thefe  two  worthy  charadters  their  choice 
of  taking  their  paffage  with  me  to  their  native 
country,  or  of  remaining  on  the  ifland  in  the 
fame  fituation  which  they  had  fo  long  filled  with 
credit  to  themfelves,  and  with  fo  much  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  king  and  the  reft  of  the  principal 
people.  After  mature  confideration,  they  pre¬ 
ferred  their  prefent  way  of  life,  and  were  defirous 
of  continuing  at  Owhyhee  ;  obferving,  that  being 
deftitute  of  refources,  on  their  return  home, 
(which,  however,  they  fpoke  of  in  a  way  that 
did  honor  to  their  hearts  and  underftandings) 
they  muft  be  again  expofed  to  the  viciffitudes  of 
a  life  of  hard  labour,  for  the  purpofe  of  merely 
acquiring  a  precarious  fupply  of  the  moft  com¬ 
mon  neceffaries  of  life ;  objedts  which,  for  fome 
years  paft,  had  not  occafioned  them  the  leaf!: 
concern.  Nor  was  it  probable  that  they  would 
be  liable  .hereafter  to  any  fort  of  inconvenience 
in  thofe  refpedts  ;  for,  befides  the  high  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  univerfal  good  opinion  they  had  ac- 
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quired  amongfi:  all  clafles  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
were  now  confidered  in  the  Iie:ht  of  chiefs,  and 
each  of  them  polTefied  a  confidcrable  landed  pro¬ 
perty.  Here  they  lived  happily,  and  in  the  greateil 
plenty;  and,  to  their  praife  be  it  fpoken,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  they  feemed  to  have  in  view  was,  to 
corredl,  by  gentle  means,  the  vices,  and  encou¬ 
rage,  by  the  moft  laudable  endeavors,  the  virtues, 
of  thefe  iflanders  ;  in  this  meritorious  undertak¬ 
ing  they  had  evidently  made  feme  progrefs,  and 
there  are  reafonablc  grounds  to  believe,  that,  by 
fteadlly  purfuing  the  fame  line  of  condudl,  it  will 
in  time  have  a  due  influence  on  the  general  cha- 
radter  of  thefe  people.  From  us  they  received 
every  attention  that  could  ferve  to  raife  them  in 
the  eftimatlon  of  the  natives  ;  and  fuch  an  af- 
fortment  of  ufeful  articles  for  promoting  their 
comforts,  as  it  was  in  our  power  to  aftojd. 

Our  faithful  Ihipmate  Terehooa,  who,  to  the 
lafh  moment,  conducted  him  felt  with  the  greateft 
integrity  and  propriety,  w^as  alfo  left  very  advan- 
tageoufly  fituated  under  the  protection  of  th 
king  and  his  old  mafter  Kaliovomotoo^  with  a  large 
aflbrtment  of  ufeful  Implements,  and  ornamental 
articles ;  and  being  firmly  attached  to  Young 
and  Davis,  to  whom  he  could  be  very  ufeful, 
and  who  had  it  in  their  power  to' ferve  him  in 
return,  his  future  profpedls  in  life  feemed  to  have 
been  mueh  improved  by  his  excurfions  in  the 
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Dlfcovery,  of  which  he  fecmcd  very  fenfible^^  and 

which  he  gratefully  acknowledged. 

_  \ 

Thus  concluded  our  tranfactions  at  Ovvhyhee> 

•r 

to  which  we  bade  adieu  about  three  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Monday  the  3d  of  March,  very  highly  in¬ 
debted  for  our  reception,  and  the  abundant  re- 
frefliments  we  had  jTi'ocured.  Thefe  effential 
comforts  I  fliould  have  entertained  no  doubt 
w^ould,  ill  future,  have  been  adminiftered  to  all 
vilitors  who  ftfoiild  conduct  tbemfelvcs  w'ith 
cominon  honefty  and  proper  decorum,  !iad  we 
not  left  behind  us  a  banditti  of  renegadoes,  that 
had  quitted  different  trading  vciTels  in  confe- 
quence  of  diiputes  with  their  refpectlve  com*^ 
manders,  who  had  reforted  to  this  ifland  fince  the 
^preceding  year,  under  American  or  Portuguefe 
colours.  Amongft  them  was  one  Portuguefe,  one 
Chiiiefe,  and  one  Genoefe,  but  all  the  reft  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  fubjects  of  Great  Britain,  as 
feemed  alfo  the  major  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
brig  Walhington,  although  they  called  themfelves 
Americans.  'I'hefe  latter  perfons,  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  failors,  amounting  to  fix  or  feven  in 
number,  had  taken  up  their  abode  with  different 
chiefs  of  fome  power  and  confequence,  wdio  ef- 
tcemed  thefe  people  as  great  acquifitions,  from 
their  knowledge  of  fire-arnis ;  but  as  no  one  of 
them  could  produce  any  tcftimonials  of  their  for¬ 
mer  good  conduct,  or. even  make  out  a  plaufible 

character 
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character  for  himfelf  or  his  comrades,  it  is  much 
to  be  apprehended  they  may  be  the  means  of 
creating  inteftine  commotions,  by  inciting  the 
jealoufy,  and  furthering  the  ambitious  views  of 
the  haughty  chiefs,  with  whom  they  are  refident. 
Their  machinations  to  the  prejudice  of  the  exlft- 
,ing  government,  however,  will  prove  ineffectual, 
unlefs  they  fhould  be  able  to  elude  the  watchful 
attention  of  Young  and  Davis ;  who  are  both 
well  aware  of  the  danger  they  ought  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  meet ;  and  whofe  fidelity  to  Tamaah^ 
maah,  1  had  every  reafon  to  believe,  was  not  of  a 
nature  to  be  fhaken  by  the  mofl;  flattering  temp¬ 
tations. 

That  thefe  apprehenfions  were  well  founded  I 
could  not  entertain  the  leaft  doubt ;  for  fooii 
after  my  arrival  at  Owhjhee,  I  received,  by 
Young,  a  letter  from  Mr.  William  Brown,  com- 
tnanding  the  Butterworth  of  London,  complain¬ 
ing  heavily  of  a  fimilar  fet  of  vagabonds,  refiding 
at  Woahoo  and  at  Attowai,  who  had,  at  the  lat¬ 
ter  place,  taken  up  arms  in  fupport  of  an  inferior 
chief,  agalnft  the  authority  of  Taw  and  Titeeree^ 
the  fovereigns  of  that  ifland ;  and  had  fo  far  for¬ 
gotten  their  allegiance,  and  the  rules  which  hu¬ 
manity,  juftice,  and  common  honefty  ^referibe, 
as  to  concert,  with  the  natives  of  Attow^ai,  a  plan 
for  the  capturing  of  an  American  brig,  called  the 
Hancock.  This  was  to  have  been  effected  by 

V"oL.  V.  I  feu  tiling 
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fcuttling  her  under  water,  w^hich  would  induce 
the  crew  to  fuppofe  flie  had  fprung  a  very  bad 
leak ;  when  thefe  renegadoes  wxre  to  advlfe  her 
being  hauled  on  fliore,  for  the  purpofe  of  faving 
from  her  as  much  as  poffible  ;  and  when  in  this 
fituation  (he  would  be  completely  in  the  powder, 
and  at  the  difpofal,  of  the  natives.  But,  happily 
for  thofe  in  the  velTel,  although  flie  was  near 
finking,  in  confequence  of  a  hole  cut  in  her 
counter  by  fome  unknowm  hand,  the  reft  of  the 
diabolical  fcheme  was  detected  before  the  con¬ 
trivers  had  time  of  opportunity  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  and  by  the  exertions  of  the  crew  the 
veffel  w^as  faved. 

Mr.  Brown  ftated  further,  that  by  the  bad  ad¬ 
vice,  and  far  w’orfe  example,  of  thefe  people,  the 
natives  of  moft  of  the  leew^ard  iflands  had  arrived 
at  fuch  a  degree  of  daring  infolence,  as  rendered 
any  communication  wdth  them  from  fmall  vef- 
fels,-  or  even  anchoring  near  the  ihores,  highly 
dangerous  •  and  that  he  trufted  it  might  be 
within  the  limits  of  my  authority  to  take  from 
thefe  iflands  fuch  improper  and  dangerous  aftb- 
ciates. 

I  reprefented  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  TamaaJi- 
maah  all  the  bad  confequences  that  were  likely  to 
refult  from  thofe  people  remaining  on  Owhyhee; 
but  no  arguments  could  prevail  upon  him  or  the 
chiefs,  to  deliver  them  up.  Their  knowledge  in 

the 
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the  ufe  and  management  of  fire-arms,  made  their 
fervices  of  fuch  importance,  that  it  was  evident 
nothijsg  but  compulfion  would  have  any  efFec^b; 
and  to  have  reforted  to  fuch  a  meafure,  in  which 
I  was  by  no  means  certain  how  far  I  fhould  be 
juftifiable,  would  neceffarily  have  produced  a 
breach,  and  deftroyed  that  harmony  which  we 
had  taken  fo  much  pains  to  eftablifli,  and  care 
to  preferve.  In  addition  to  which,  thefe  people 
were  flated  fo  pofihfs  landed  property  in  the 
ifland,  and  to  have  conformed  to  the  laws,  both 


been  exhibited  againft  the  feven  bailors  living  on 
Owhyhee,  like  that  produced  by  Mr.  Brown 
againft  thofe  at  Attowal  and  Woahoo, 

With  Kavaheeroo  alfo  refided  a  perfon  by  the 
name  of  Howell,  who  had  come  to  Owhyhee  iii 
the  capacity  of  a  clerk  on  board  the  Waflilngton; 
he  appeared  to  pofiTefs  a  good  underftanding,  with 
the  advantages  of  an  imlverfity  education,  and 
had  been  once  a  clergyman  in  England,  but  had 
now  fecluded  himfelt  from  European  fociety  :  fo 
that  with  Young,  Davis,  and  Boid,  there  were 
now  eleven  white  men  on  the  ifland  ;  but,  ex¬ 
cepting  from  thefe  latter,  I  much  fear  that  our 
Owhyhean  friends  will  have  little  rcafon  to  re¬ 
joice  in  any  advantages  they  will  receive  from 
their  new  civilized  companions. 

To  Young  and  Davis  I  delivered  fuch  tefti- 

1  2  monlals 
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monials  of  their  good  conduct  as  I  confidered 
them  fully  intitled  to,  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
to  them  the  refpeft  and  confidence  of  future  vi- 
fitors,  who  w'ould  be  warned  by  them  of  the 
fnares  and  dangers  they  were  liable  to,  from  the 
evil-difpofed,  civilized  or  favage  inhabitants  of 
the  country. 

The  land  wind  blew  faintly,  and  our  progrefs 
from  Owhyhee  w^as  fo  flow,  that  an  opportunity 
was  offered  to  a  few  fmall  canoes  from  the  fhores 
of  Koaarra  to  vifit  us  as  we  ^pafTed  ;  but.  we  did 
not  recognize  any  of  the  chiefs,  or  our  former  ac¬ 
quaintances.  Towards  noon  the  fea  breeze  reach¬ 
ed  us,  with  which  we  flood  to  windward,  in  or¬ 
der  to  pafs  to  the  north  of  the  eafl  point  ot  Mo  wee; 
this  engaged  our  time  until  afternoon  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  Tuefday  the  4th,  when  wc  bore  away 
along  the  north  fide  of  that  ifland. 

In  this  route  we  fell  in  with  the  foutli~eaft 
fide  of  Mowee,  near  to  the  ftation  where  our  fur- 
.vey  had  commenced  the  preceding  year  ;  and  in 
beating  round  the  weftern  part  of  the  ifland, 
which  does  not  terminate  in  a  projedlmg  point, 
but  forms  a  large  rounding  promontory,  we  very 
anxioufly  looked  out  for  the  harbour  mentioned 
by  Captain  King,  as  reported  by  the  natives  to 
exift  in  that  neighbourhood ;  but  nothing  was 
fecn  that  could  warrant  fuch  a  reprefentation, 
excepting  two  fmall  open  coves,  fituated  on  each  . 

fide 
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fide  of  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  liland  ;  thefe, 
anfwering  all  the  purpofesof  the  inhabitants  with 
their  canoes,  probably  induced  them  to  fuppofe 
that  fuch  accommodations  w^ere  all  %ve  required. 
Off  this  eaftern  extremity,  which,  accordinp*  to 
our  obfervatlons,  is  fituated  in  latitude  20'’  44|'s 
longitude  203°  58^  and  bearing  by  compafs  from 
the  north- weft  point  of  Owhyhee,  N.  7  W.  at 
the  diftance  of  nine  leagues,  lies  a  fmali  iilet^ 
with  fome  rocks  between  it  and  the  fhore.  To 
the  north  of  this  iflet  is  a  remarkably  elevated 
hummock,  rifing  almoft  perpendicularly  from 
the  fea,  but  gradually  defcending  in  a  Hope  in 
land  ;  it  was  covered  with  a  pleafmg  verdure,  and 
occupied  by  feveral  houfes,  but  deftitute  of  trees 
or  flirubs.  The  adjacent  country,  w/hich  was 
moderately  elevated,  prefented  a  fertile  appear¬ 
ance,  and  feemed  to  be  thickly  inhabited,  as  far 
back  as  the  foot  of  thofe  mountains  that  cornpofe 
the  eafl'ern  part  of  the  ifliand.  As  we  paffed  this 
rounding  promoritory,  fome  detached  rocks  were 
noticed  lying  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fliore, 
along  which  we  failed  at  a  diftance  from  two  to 
four  miles,  and  found  it  a  little  indented,  and 
chiefly  compofed  of  fteep  rugged  cliffs. 

The  w'ind  being  light,  enabled  a  few  of  the 
natives  to  vlfit  us  during  the  afternoon,  but  they 
had  little  whth  them  to  difpofc  of;  in  the  even¬ 
ing:  thev  returned  home,  and  at  dark  we  hauled 

I  3  oft' 
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off  the  fiiore  in  order  to  preferve  our  ftatlon  for 
continuing  our  fiirvey.  The  next  morning, 
Wednefday  the  5th,  we  again  fiood  in  for  the 
land,  paiTing  the  deep  bay  that  bounds  the  north¬ 
ern  fide  of  the  ifthmus,  which  connedls  the  two 
lofty  ranges  of  rnountains  that  form  the  ifland  ot 
Mow'ee.  A  very  heavy  furf  beat  on  the  low 
faiidy  fliores  of  the  bay,  from  -whence  a  few  of 
the  natives,  as  ill  appointed  for  barter  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  paid  us  a  vifit. 

From  thefe  people  we  underftood  that  Titeeree 
was  at  Woahoo,  and  that  Taio  was  at  Morotoi ; 
but  that  NamahaTma,  wTo  in  the  abfcnce  of  Ti- 
ieerca^-  hd.d  been  left  in  charge  of  the  go-y'ernment, 
accompanied  by  three  or  four  other  chiefs  and 
fomc  inferior  people,  w'^re  unfortunately  in  a 


houfe  that  contained  the  major  part  of  the  gun¬ 
powder  Titeeree  poffeffed,  wTen  it  took  fire  and 
blew  up.  ''  By  this  accident  IT  am  ah  anna,  with 
two  other  chiefs  and  fome  of  the  people,  had 
been  killed,  and  all  the  reft  had  been  very  badly 
vvounded.  This  houfe  appeared,  by  their  ac¬ 
count,  to  have  been  appropriated  by  Titeeree  as  a 
rnagazine  ;  that  the  accident  had  happened  only 
a  few  days  before  our  arrival,  and  that  fomc  of 
the  perfons  who  had  been  hurt  had  fince  died  of 
then'  wounds. 

A  fine  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  with  clear  and 
pleafant  weather,  brought  us  by  noon  up  to  the 


north- 
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north-weft  point  of  Mowee.  The  obferved  la¬ 
titude  at  this  time  was  21®  7',  longitude  203®  23^ 
The  point  bore  by  compafs  S.  8  W.  diftant  four 
miles ;  off  this  lay  an  iflet  and  fome  rocks,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  fhore,  which  is  fteep  and 
cliftj^  Having  thus  completed  our  intended  fur- 
vey  of  Mowee,  we  ftood  over,  and  brought  to 
within  about  half  a  league  of  the  north-eaft  point 
of  Morotoi,  in  the  expeblatlon  of  feeing  Taio  ; 
for  whom,  as  well  as  for  Titeeree^  I  had  referved 
fome  flieep,  for  eftablifliing  the  breed  in  each  of 
the  iflands.  Tato^  we  had  underftood,  reftded 
fomewhere  hereabouts,  and  fome  of  the  natives 
who  came  oil  to  us  repeated  this  intelligence,  but 
^dded  that  the  day  being  tahoo  poory^  it  was  im- 

poffible  we  ftiould  receive  a  vifit  from  him. 

> 

We  continued  nearly  ftatlonary  for  three  hours 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  fome  vegetables,  but 
none  were  to  be  procured  ;  at  five  we  made  fail, 
and  as  the  Chatham  the  preceding  year  had  ex¬ 
amined  the  north  fide  of  this  Ifland,  our  courfe 
was  directed  for  the  north-eaft  fide  ot  Vv^oahoo  ; 
which,  at  day-light  the  fucceeding  morning, 
Thurfday  the  Gth,  bore  by  compafs  from  W.  to 
S.  27  W.  and  Morotol,  from  S.  32  E.  to  S.  45  E. 
We  continued  our  furvey  from  what  wx  had  for¬ 
merly  examined  on  the  foutliern  part  of  this  fide 
of  the  ifland,  and  fnortly  after  noon  we  paffed 
its  north  point;  which,  according  to  our  obfer- 
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vations,  is  in  latitude  21®  42  J',  longitude  202''  l'; 
the  former  being  three  miles  further  fouth,  and^ 
the  latter  fourteen  miles  further  weft,  than  the 
fit  nation  of  that  point  as  laid  down  by  Captain 
King ;  our  prefent  furvey,  however,  correfponded 
with  our  former  obfervations,  as  to  the  pofition 
of  the  ibuth-eaft  point  of  Woahoo;  and  made 
this  hde  of  the  ifland  four  miles  longer  th^an  Cap¬ 
tain  King’s  delineation,  and  agreed  better  with 
our  eftlmated  diftance  between  Woahoo  and  At- 
towai.  In  every  other  refpedl  our  examination 
confirmed  the  remarks  of  Captain  King  ;  except¬ 
ing,  that  in  point  of  cultivation  or  fertility,  the 
country  did  not  appear  in  fo  flourifhing  a  ftate, 
nor  to  be  fo  numeroufly  inhabited,  as  he  repre- 
fented  it  to  have  been  at  that  time,  occafioned 
moft  probably  by  the  conftant  hoftilitics  that  had 
exifted  fmce  that  period. 

My  intentions  were  to  have  flopped  near  the 
run  of  water  off  which  the  Refolution  and  Dif- 
covery  had  anchored,  called  by  the  natives  Why- 
mea,  and  rendered  memorable  by  the  fatal  cataf- 
tronhe  that  had  awaited  the  commander  and 

j. 

the  aftronomer  of  the  Daedalus.  Here  I  was  in 
expcftation  of  procuring  an  interview  with  77- 
ieeree,  who  we  had  been  informed  was  then  in 
this  neighbourhood  ;  but  learning  from  a  few  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  vifited  us  in  a  fmall,  fliabby, 
fmglc  canoe,  that  he  was  gone  to  W hyteete,  and 

there 
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there  being  at  this  time  a  very  hea^vy  north-weft 
fwell  that  broke  inceftantly,  and  with  .<2;reat  vio» 
lence,  on  all  the  adjacent  Ihorcs,  to  which,  from 
their  greatly  expofed  lituation,  they  fcemed  very 
liable ;  and  having  alfb  finiflied  our  furvey,  we 
quitted  Woahoo,  and  diredlcd  our  courfe  to^ 
wards  the  north  *eaft  part  cf  Attowai,  which  at 
day-light  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the  yth,  bore 
by  compafs  from  N.  84  W.  to  S.  40  W.  As  we 
approached  its  fliores,  the  fame  influence  was 
felt  from  a  northerly  current,  as  wc  had  before 
experienced  ;  but  the  wind  being  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  it  did  not  prevent  our  paffing  to  the  north 
of  the  ifland,  which,  at  noon,  bore  by  compals 
from  S.  75  W.  to  S.  25  E.  ;  and  the  north-eaft 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  extending  from  the  forked 
hill*  mentioned  on  our  laft  vifit  hither,  S.  13  E., 
diftant  three  miles  and  a  half.  In  this  fituation 
the  obferved  latitude  was  22^  U/,  longitude 
200^  30'.  Here  wx  rejoined  the  American  brig 
Wafhington,  which  had  failed  with  us  from  Ka- 
rakakooa,  but  had  diredlcd  her  courfc  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  iflands,  for  Whyteete  in  Woa¬ 
hoo,  where  Hie  had  remained  five  days.  Amongft 
other  articles  that  Mr.  Kcndnck  had  procured 
wlillft  there,  was  eighty  pounds  v'.  eight  of  v(^y  ' 
fine  bees  w^ax,  that  had  drifted  by  the  fea  on  to 
the  flrores  of  that  ifland,  and  had  very  recently 
been  picked  up  by  the  nativxs ;  and  I  now  un- 

deiftood 


A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [MAliCH, 

derftood  that  fome  pieces  had  alfo  been  procured 
from  the  natives  of  the  other  iflands  by  Mr*  Ken¬ 
drick,  who  in  a  great  meafure  confirmed  the  ac¬ 
count  contained  in  Mr.  Brown’s  letter  to  me,  of 
the  very  improper  condudl  of  the  merchant  fea- 
men  who  had  deferted,  or  other  wife  quitted  the 
veffels  to  which  they  had  belonged,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  refiding  amongft  thefe  Iflanders.  In  this 
number  were  fome  whom  we  had  formerly  left 
at  Attowai,  but  he  now  feemed  to  be  determined 
that  they  ihould  no  longer  remaha  on  that  ifland. 

The  Vvind  during  the  afternoon  was  light  and 
variable,  confequently  we  made  little  progrefs* 
In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  procured  a  final!  fup- 
ply  of  hogs,  yams,  and  vegetables.  At  fun-fet 
a  fmall  Iflet  lying  near  the  fhore,  and  fituated 
from  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  ifland  N.  55  W., 
iix  miles  and  a  half  diftant,  bore  by  compafs 
S.  33  W.,  about  two  miles  from  us,  and  the 
fhores  of  the  ifland,  which  are  alternately  cliffs 
and  beaches,  bore  from  S.  50  E.  to  S.  7 1  W. 

The  night  was  paflcd  as  ufual  in  preferving 
our  ftatioo,  and  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the 
8th,  we  again  ftood  in  for  the  land  ;  about  eight 
o’clock  wc  wxre  off  a  fmall  deep  bay  ;  its  eaft 
point  lies  from  the  above  iflet  weft,  diftant  four 
miles ;  this  bay  is  nearly  half  a  league  whde,  and 
about  the  fame  depth  ;  but  being  expofed  to  the 
violence  of  the  north- wxfterly  winds,  and  the 
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Gceanic  fwcll,  is  ineligible  for  flfipping,  and 
therefore  we  did  not  examine  it  iurther  ;  but  con¬ 
tinued  our  route  with  a  firie  breeze  from  the  N.  E, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  liiore, 
paffing  fome  rocks  and  breakers^,  that  extend  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  weft  point  of  the  bay ; 
where  the  coaft  of  Attow^ai  affumes  a  very  rug¬ 
ged  and  romantic  appearance,  rifmg  fuddenly  to 
lofty  abrupt  clifFs,  that  jet  out  into  a  variety  of 
fteep,  rugged  rocky  points,  apparently  deftitute 
of  both  foil  and  verdure,  but  terminating  nearly 
in  uniform  even  fummits,  on  \vhich,  as  well  as 
in  the  vallles  or  chafms  that  were  formied  be- 
twxen  the  points,  were  fmall  patches  of  lively 
green  that  produced  a  very  fingular  eflkcl.  This,, 
fort  of  coaft  continued  to  the  north-weft  point  of 
the  liland.  As  we  approached  this  point,  the  re¬ 
gular  trade  wind  being  intercepted  by  thefe  lofty 
flaorcs,  v/e  were  retarded  by  he'ht  variable  breezes, 
and  were  freaucntly  becalmed.  At  noon  the  ob- 

i. 

ferved  latitude  was  22^  12'',  longitude  200°  lOlb 
The  iiland  of  Onehow  bore  by  compafs  frqm  S. 
34  W.  to  S.  44  W.;  Orcchooa,  S.  31  W. ;  and 
Attow^ai,  from  N..  78  E.  to  S,  <J  E.  ;  its  north- 
weft  point  bciilg  the  neareft  fliore,  S.  3/  E.,  dil- 
tant  three  miies.  From  this  point  the  country 
aflumed  a  verv  different  afpccl ;  it  defeended  iud- 
dcnly  from  the  mountains,  and  terminated  in  a 
low  fandy  fliorc,  fome  what  divcriitied  by  emi¬ 
nences, 
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ncnces,  and  a  few  fcattered  habitations,  but 
wearing  a  ftcril  and  defolate  appearance. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  favored  with  a 
gentle  northerly  breeze,  which  by  fun-fet  brought 
us  to  the  weft  point  of  the  ifland,  fituated,  ac- 
cording  to  our  obfervations,  in  latitude  22®  4', 
longitude  200°  10^;  off  w^hich  extends  a  reef  of 
socks,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fhore. 

Having  now  completed  the  furvey  of  Atto- 
wai,  v,^e  met  the  regular  trade  wind,  with  which 
we  ftood  to  windward  for  Whymea  bay,  in  that 
ifland  ;  where,  at  nine  in  the  morning  of  Satur¬ 
day  the  Qth,  w^e  anchored  in  23  fathoms,  foft 
bottom,  and  moored  v/ith  a  cable  each  way ;  the 
points  of  the  bay  bore  by  compafs  from  N.  77  W. 
to  S.  65  E.  ;  the  river  S.  35  E.,  diftant  half  a 
league.  Here  we  again  met  the  Wafhington  ; 
Mr.  Kendrick,  havinc;  beaten  round  the  eaft  end 
of  the  ifland,  had  arrived  tw^o  days  before  us. 

Our  arrival  was  foon  known,  and  we  were 
early  vifited  by  many  of  our  former  friends  and 
acquaintances.  Amongft  the  number  were  the 
tw^o  young  w'omen  I  had  brought  from  Nootka 
and  fettled  here  ;  during  our  late  abfence  they 
had  been  treated  with  great  kindnefs  and  civility, 
yet  they  were  both  very  apprehenfivc  that,  on 
our  finally  quitting  thefe  fcas,  the  attentive  be¬ 
haviour  they  had  hitherto  experienced  would  be 
diftontinued.  I  however  embraced  the  firft  op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity  of  obtaining  from  all  the  principal 
chiefs  the  moft  folemn  alTarances  of  the  contrary. 

We  found  Eftemo,  who  had  now  changed  his 
name  to  JVakea,  ftill  alive,  and  though  in  a  fome- 
what  better  ftate  of  health  than  when  we  laft  left 
him,  he  was  yet  in  a  moft  deplorably  emaciated 
condition. 

Since  our  late  departure,  Enemo  had  attempted 
to  acquire  the  fupremc  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment  of  theft  iflands,  independent  of  Titeeree 
and  Tato,  To  effect  this  objedt  he  had  been 
affifted  by  Mr.  Kendrick’s  people,  and  the  reft  of 
the  European  and  American  renegadocs ;  on 
whoft  fupport  and  knowledge  in  the  ufe  of  fire¬ 
arms  he  had  placed  the  greateft  reliance,  and  had 
been  induced  to  declare  and  confider  his  inde¬ 
pendency  as  certain.  Theft  proceedings  fooa 
reached  the  ear  of  TiteereCy  who  ftnt  a  chief  and 
a  party  of  men  to  inquire  the  cauft  of  fo  hidden 
an  alteration,  and  to  know  if  it  were  counte¬ 
nanced  by  the  chiefs  and  people  of  the  ifland, 
amongft:  whom  the  regent  had  not  been  confi- 
dered  as  very  popular.  But  the  intentions  of 
theft  unfortunate  people  being  iiippoftd  to  be 
hoftile  to  the  Interefts  or  views  of  Enemoy  they 
W’ere  met  as  they  approached  the  ftiore,  and, 
W'ithout  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  nature  of 
their  errand,  were  oppoftd  by  a  fmall  party  of 
E?icmD*s  adherents  condufled  by  the  renegadoes, 

who. 
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who,  with  their  muikets  drove  them  W'ith  great 
flaiighter  from  the  ifland,  and  purfued  them  in 
their  flight  until  they  left  very  few  to  relate  the 
unfortunate  iffue  of  their  embaffy  to  Titeeree ; 
and  the  untimely  fate  of  thofe  who  had  fallen, 
to  their  inquiring  relations  and  friends.  This  me¬ 
lancholy  event  w^ould  not,  moft  probably,  have 
happened,  Iif«:d  not  thefe  ftrangers  adviied  and 
aflifted  in  the  perpetration  of  this  diabolical  and 
unprovoked  barbarity  ;  in  extenuation  of  which 
they  plead,  that  they  were  compelled  to  ahl  this 
favage  part  in  order  to  preferve  the  good  opinion 
of,  and  keep  themfclves  in  favor  with,  the  chief. 

The  Butter  worth  arriving  at  Woahoo  fliortly 
after  the  return  of  this  unfortunate  expedition, 
Titeeree  folicited  Mr.  Brown  to  take  him  to  At- 
towai  for  the  purpofe  of  effedting,  in  an  ami¬ 
cable  w^ay,  an  accommodation  wdth  this  rebel¬ 
lious  chief.  With  this  Mr.  Brov/n  complied,  and 
after  an  explanatory  interview  on  board  his  fSiip, 
all  matters  were  compromifed  to  the  mutual  fa- 
tisfadlioii  of  both  parties  ;  and  fmee  that  period 
the  ifland  has  enjoyed  tranquillity,  though  it  ftill 
remained  under  the  government  of  Enemo  as 
regent. 

But  to  return.  We  received  an  early  vifit 
fro/n  Enemo  and  Tamooerrle,  accompanied  only 
by  a  few  chiefs,  but  by  a  great  number  of  wo¬ 
men,  who  w'crc,  for  the  moft  part,  of  fome 
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confcquence,  and  attendants  on  his  court.  From 
the  regent  and  prince  I  received  a  prefent  of  a 
few  indifferent  hogs,  though,  according  to  their 
affertions,  they  were  feme  of  the  beft  on  the 
ifland.  The  ftock  of  thefe  animals,  they  faid, 
by  the  great  demand  from  the  trading  veffels  for 
them  for  feme  time  paft,  had  been  much  re¬ 
duced  ;  and  judging  from  the  fmall  number  that 
were  brought  for  fale,  we  had  no  reafon  to  dif- 
credit  their  information.  A  fupply  of  vegetables 
was  what  we  had  principally  depended  upon  pro¬ 
curing  here,  and  in  this  expeftation  it  appeared 
we  wxre  likely  to  be  more  fuccefsful  ;  though 
the  yams,  by  far  the  beft  fpecies  for  fea  ftore, 
were  alfo  very  fcarce. 

During  the  afternoon  the  trade  wind  blew  a 
very  ftrong  gale  ;  it  moderated  for  a  few  hours  in 
the  evening,  but  in  the  night  was  attended  by 
heavy  gufts  from  the  N.  N.  E.  A  continuance 
of  this  weather,  although  it  did  not  prevent, 
much  retarded  the  natives,  in  their  paffage  from 
the  fhore  to  the  llilps  with  the  fupplies  w’e  re¬ 
quired,  until  the  afternoon  of  the  1 1th  ;  when 
it  becoming  more  moderate,  I  paid  my  refpedts 
to  the  regent  at  his  refidence  on  fliorc,  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  invitation  to  an  evening  amufe- 
ment,  which,  from  the  defcription  of  it  by  the 
natives,  w^as  very  different  from  thefe  I  had  be¬ 
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Having  been  difappointed  In  feeing  Tiieeree  or 
TaiOy  I  took  this  opportunity  of  depofitlng  with 
Enemo  the  breeding  Iheep  I  had  intended  for  thole 
chiefs;  ^  ivlng  him  to  underftand,  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  they  multiplied  they  were  to  be  dif- 
tributed  amongft  the  other  iflands ;  and  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  them  were  put  under  the  fame  reftric- 
tlons  as  I  had  exadled  at  Owhyhee  ;  with  all 
which,  himfelf,  and  the  chiefs  then  prefent,  very 
ferioufly  promifed  to  comply. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  place  of  exhibition,  w^e 
found  the  performers  affembled,  confifting  of  a 
numerous  throng,  chiefly  of  women,  who  were 
dreffed  In  their  various  coloured  clothes,  dlfpofed 
with  a  good  efFedl.  The  entertainment  confifted 
of  three  parts,  and  was  performed  by  three  dif¬ 
ferent  parties  confifting  of  about  tw^o  hundred 
women  in  each,  who  ranged  themfelves  in  five 
or  fix  rows,  not  ftanding  up,  nor  kneeling,  but 
rather  fitting  upon  their  haunches.  One  man 
only  advanced  a  few  feet  before  the  centre  of  the 
front  row  of  the  ladies,  ,who  feemed  to  be  the 
hero  of  the  piece,  and,  like  a  flugal  man,  gave 
tone  and  adfion  to  the  entertainment.  In  this 
fituation  and  pofture  they  exhibited  a  variety  of 
gefeures,  almoil  incredible  for  the  human  body 
fo  circumftanced  to  perform.  The  whole  of 
this  nunaerous  group  w%as  in  pcrfedl  unifon  of 
voice  and  aftion,  that  it  were  impofTible,  even 
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to  the  bend  of  a  finger,  to  have  dlfcerned  the 
leaf!:  variation.  Their  voices  were  melodious,  and 
their  adllons  were  as  innumerable  as,  by  me, 
they  are  undefcribable  ;  they  exhibited  great  cafe 
and  much  elegance,  and  the  whole  was  executed 
with  a  degree  of  corredlnefs  not  eafily  to  be  ima¬ 
gined.  This  w^as  particularly  ftrlklng  In  one 
part,  where  the  performance  iiiftautly  changed 
from  a  loud  full  chorus,  and  vaft  agitation  in  the 


countenances  and  geftures  of  the  adlors,  to  the 
moft  profound  filence  and  compofure ;  and  In- 
ftead  of  continuing  in  their  previous  eredl  atti¬ 
tude,  all  fell  down  as  at  were  llfelefs,  and  in  their 
fall  burled  themfelves  under  their  garments;  con¬ 
veying,  in  fome  meafure,  the  idea  of  a  bolfterous 
ocean  becoming  fuddenly  tranquillized  by  an  in- 
ftarit  calm.  The  great  diverfity  of  their  figured 
drefles  on  this  occafion  had  a  particularly  good 
cffedl ;  the  feveral  other  parts  were  conducted 
with  the  fame  corredtnefs  and  uniformitv,  but 
wxre  lefs  eafy  to  defer Ibe.  There  appeared  to  be 
much  variety  and  little  repetition,  not  only  In 
the  adling  of  the  refpe(5live  fets,  but  in  the  whole 
of  the  three  parts  ;  the  performers  in  w^hlch,  could 
not  amount  to  lefs  than  fix  hundred  perfons.  This 
hoorah  was  completely  free  from  the  difguiting 
obfeenity  exhibited  in  the  former  entertainments, 
which  1  have  before  had  occafion  to  notice.  It 
was  conducted  through  every  part  with  great  life 
VoL.  V.  K  and 
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and  vivacity ;  and  was,  wdthout  exception,  the 
mofi:  plead ng  amufement  of  the  kind  we  had 
feen  performed  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage. 

The  fpedators,  w^ho  were  as  numerous  as  at 
Owhyhee,  wxre  in  their  beft  apparel,  and  all  re¬ 
tired  very  peaceably  after  the  clofe  of  the  per¬ 
formance,  about  the  fetting  of  the  fun. 

All  our  friends  feemed  to  be  much  gratified 
with  the  applaufe  we  had  beftowed,  and  the  fa- 
tlsfadtion  we  expreffed  at  the  great  fkill,  dexte¬ 
rity,  and  tafte  of  the  performers.  This  enter¬ 
tainment  was  ftated  to  be  in  compliment  to  the 
pregnancy  of  one  of  the  regent’s  wives,  and  that 
it  would  frequently  be  repeated  until  fhe  was 
brought  to  bed  ;  which  event  was  expelled  to 
take  place  in  about  three  months. 

In  return  for  the  amufement  we  had  derived, 
w’e  entertained  the  multitude  after  it  w^as  dark  in 
our  way,  by  a  difplay  of  fire-works,  wdiich  as 
ufual  wxre  received  with  great  furprize  and  ad¬ 
miration. 

The  weather  being  more  fettled,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  Wednefday  the  12^,  we  completed 
our  water ;  and  having  procured  a  few  hogs, 
with  a  tolerable  fupply  of  vegetables,  our  in¬ 
tended  departure  was  made  known  to  the  regent 
prince  and  the  reft  of  the  chiefs ;  who,  on  re¬ 
ceiving  fuch  prefents  as  their  fcrvlces  had  de¬ 
manded  or  the  occafion  required,  all  took  their 

leave. 
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leave  (excepting  one  or  two  who  propofed  to 
accompany  us  to  Onehow)  with  every  expreffioil 
of  the  moil  friendly  regard  and  attachinent,  and 
with  repeated  folicitations  for  our  fpeedy  return. 

For  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  fea  ftock  of 
yams,  which  we  were  given  to  underftand  by  th^ 
natives  .might  be  readily  obtained  at  Onehow, 
we  quitted  Attowai  in  the  morning  of  the  1  3th, 
and  diredled  our  courfe  to  that  ifland. 

By  our  feveral  vhlts  to  Attowai,  we  had  found 
that  the  roadftead  of  Whymca  was  much  con¬ 
fined  in  refped:  of  fafe  anchorage  ;  for  although 
the  Difcovery’s  cables  had  not  been  injured  by  a 
foul  bottom,  yet  the  Chatham,  in  March  17Q2, 
when  anchored  in  30  fathoms  water  at  only  d 
convenient  diftance  to  the  north-weft  of  the 
Diftovery,  on  a  bottom  of  fbft  mud,  had  both 
her  cables  much  fretted  and  damaged  by  the 
rocks  at  the  bottom  ;  and  not  far  to  the  eaftward 
of  our  eafternmoft  anchor  was  found  alfo  a  patch 
of  rocky  bottom,  in  fome  places  not  deeper  than 
four  fathoms,  though  furrounded  by  a  depth  of 
from  30  to  '40  fathoms. 

Although  a  fituation  more  convenient  to  the 
fhore,  in  a  lefs  depth  of  water  and  with  a  muddy 
bottom,  might  have  been  taken  within  the  Dif- 
covery’s  ftation,  and  is  to  be  found  by  keeping 
the  fteep  banks  of  the  river  not  fiiut  in,  but  juft 
a  little  open yet^  from  the  lurking  patches  of 
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rocks  that  have  been  found  near  the  fame  fort  of 
bottom^  it  is  evident  that  great  caution  fhould  be 
obferved  to  avoid  thofe  hidden  dangers;  which 
may  ferve  to  account  for  the  cables  of  former 
veflels  having  been  cut  through,  wdthout  re- 
forting  to  an  operation  which  appears  to  me  in^ 
credible,  and  I- believe  impoffible  to  kave  been 
effected,  '  i.  = 

It  had  been  pofitively  afferted',  and  I  doubt 
not  as  pofitively  believed,  that  the  natives  were 
capable  of  diving  to  the  depth  of  40  fathoms, 
and  there  cutting  through  a  twelve  or  fourteen 
inch  cable; 'they  have  not  only  been  fufpedled 
and  accufed  of  accompliflilng  this  talk,  but  have 
been  fired  upon  by  fome  whofe  cables  ha,ve  been 
fuppofed  to  be  thus  injured;  an  acl  not  to  be 
iiiftihed  by  common  humanity,  or  common  fenfe. 
Thefe  people  are  however  very  expert  fwimmers, 
and  aim  oft  as-  dexterous  as  fifli  in  the  water,  but 
their  efforts  are  chiefly  confined  to  the  furface, 
though  fome  of  them  dive  excedingly  well,  yet 
they  are  not  capable  of  defeending  to  fuch  a 
depth,  or  of  remaining  under  water  a  fufficient 
time  to  cut  through  a  cable. 

One  of  the  beft  divers  of  the  country  in  7b- 
maaliniaali  ^  eftimation,  I  faw^  endeavour  at  Ka^ 
rakakooa  to  recover  a  caulking  iron  that  had 
been  dropped  in  12  fathoms  water;  and  In  order 
to  induce  his  utmoft  exertion,  a  great  reward  w-as 
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offered  to  him  If  he  fucceeded ;  but  after  two 
unfuccefsful  attempts  he  was  fo  tired  and  ex- 
hauftedy'that  he  was  unable  to  make  a  third  trial 
then,  though  he  promifed  to  renew  his  exertions 
the  next  day  ;  the  fame  reward  was  then  again 
offered  to  him,  but  he  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  make  another  effort,  and  the  caulking 
iron  remained  at  the  bottom. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon  we  anchored  off 
the  weft  fide  of  Onehow,  in  18  fathoms  water, 
foft  fandy  bottom ;  the  north- weft  point  of  the 
ifland  bearing  by  compafs  N.  25  E.,  half  a  league 
diftant ;  the  neareft  ftiore  E.  S.  E.,  about  a  mile 
.  and  a  quarter ;  its  weft  point  S.  1  5  E. ;  Tahoo- 
rowa  S.  43  W.;  and  the  outer  part  of  the  reef 
that  extends  from  the  north- weft  point  of  One- 
how,  N.  8  E. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Puget,  w^hom  I  had  di¬ 
rected  to  examine  the  north*  weft  fide  of  this 
ifland  in  the  Chatham,  joined  us,  and  acquainted 
me  that  the  Chatham  was  very  crank. 

We  had  now  accomplillied  our  furvey  of  the 
Sandwich  iflands  ;  and  as  our  expectations  were 
difappointed  in  the  promifed  fupply  of  yams,  in 
the  evening  of  Friday  the  i4th  -we  took  our  leave 
of  Onehow. 

In  the  fituation  where  we  had  anchored,  our 
cables  had  not  received  any  damage ;  but  the 
Chatham,  at  anchor  near  us,  hooked  a  rock 
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under  water,  which  engaged  them  fome  time, 
and  was  with  difficulty  cleared ;  after  great 
danger  of  lofing  the  anchor,  as  the  cable  was 
nearly  chafed  through  by  the  rocks.  It  is  here 
neceffary  to  remark,  that  although  this  ftation 
has  been  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  feveral 
veffels  that  have  reforted  hither,  for  the  yams 
and  other  refrefhments  that  Onehow  once  af¬ 
forded,  it  is  in  all  refpedls  greatly  inferior  to  the 
place  of  our  anchorage  on  our  former  vifit ;  the 
bottom  here  being  at  a  greater  depth,  and  very, 
rocky,  and  the  fituation  open,  and  expofed  to  all 
the  violence  of  the  north  and  north-weft  winds, 
and  the  fwell  of  the  ocean.  The  other  fituation 
is  protedled  from  this  inconvenience,  with  the 
additional  advantages  of  a  lefs  depth  of  water, 
and  a  clear  bottom  of  good  holding  ground.  It 
is  not,  however,  quite  fo  central  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  to  bring  the' produce  of  the  ifland  to  market ; 
but  this  is  of  little  importance,  for  when  they 
have  any  to  difpofe  of,  the  diftance  is  not  re-^ 
garded  by  them. 

At  the  anchorage  we  had  juft  quitted,  we  left 
the  Waffiington  and  an  American  ffiip  called  the 
Nancy ;  the  latter  had  arrived  only  a  fhort  time 
before  our  departure ;  and  as  it  was  natural  to 
fuppofe  that  ftie  muft  have  recently  quitted  the 
civilized  world,  her  approach  produced  no  fmall 
degree  of  anxiety  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  fomc 
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European  intelligence.  But  we  were  difappointed 
in  thefe  hopes,  as  thofe  on  board  of  her  were  as 
totally  Ignorant  of  tranfa6llons  there  as  ourfelves,» 
having  been  abfent  from  New  York  twenty-tWQ 
months ;  during  which  time  they  had  been  prin^ 
cipally  engaged  at  Falkland’s  iflands  and  Staten 
land,  in  collecting  feal  Ikins  and  oil.  Not  being 
fatisfied  with  their  endeavours  to  the  fouthward, 
they  had  repaired  hither  to  procure  provifions  and 
refrefhments,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding 
afterwards  to  the  coaft  of  North  Weft  America, 
in  order  to  collect  furs,  which  they  underftood 
wxre  to  be  had  there ;  but,  according  to  their 
own  account,  they  neither  knew  what  were  the 
proper  commodities,  nor  were  they  poffeffed  of 
any  articles  of  traffic  for  obtaining  fuch  a  cargo 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  countries. 

On  failing  from  Onehow,  I  appointed  cape 
Douglas  in  Cook’s  river  our  next  place  of  ren¬ 
dezvous  with  the  Chatham,  in  cafe  of  feparation. 
There  I  purpofed  to  re- commence  our  furvey  of 
the  coaft  of  North  Weft  America  ;  and  from 
thence  to  trace  its  boundary  eaftward  to  cape 
Decifion,  the  point  which  is  ftated  to  have  ter¬ 
minated  the  pretended  ancient  Spanifli  difco- 
veries. 

Having  afcertained  fatisfacftorily  that  there  was 
not  any  extenfive  navigation  eaftwardly,  between 
the  30th  and  56th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  on 
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this  fide  of  the  American  continent,  I  was  led  to 

V 

believe,  that  if  any  fuch  did  exiji,  it  would  moil: 

V 

probably  be  found  communicating  with  Cook’s 
river,  up  w  hich  I  entertained  no  doubt  of  pene¬ 
trating  to  a  very  confiderable  diftance ;  and  fhould 
v/e  not  be  able  to  complete  our  refearches  in  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  feafon,  v/e  fhould  at  any 
rate,  by  this  mode,  reduce  the  unexplored  part 
of  the  coaft  within  very  narrow  limits.  And  as 
the  examination  of  Cook’s  river  appeared  to  me 
to  be  the  moft  important,  and  I  did  not  doubt 
v/ould  prove  the  moft  laborious  part  of  our  tafli 
in  the  enfuing  campaign,  I  was  willing  not  to 
lofe  any  portion  of  the  approaching  fealon,  but 
tC3  avail  ourfelves  of  the  wdiole  ol  it,  for  the  fake 
of  infuring,  as  far  as  w’as  within  .our  powers,  a 
certainty  in  the  accomplifhment  of  that  objed:. 
For  this  purpofe  I  w  idled  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
commence  the  purfult  the  inftant  the  fpring  w^as 
fufficiently  advanced  to  render  our  endeavours 
pradiicable,  and  which  w^as  now  likely  to  be  the 
cafe  by  the  time  we  fnould  reach  that  diftance. 

It  was  not  much  out  of  our  way  to  afcertain 
the  fituation  of  a  fmall  ifland,  difcovered  in  1788 
by  the  comrnander  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
by  him  called  Bird  ifland,  in  confequence  of  its 
being  the  refort  of  vaft  flocks  of  the  feathered 
tribe;  and  alfo  to  examine  the  neighbouring  parts 
of  the  ocean,  where  Captain  Cook  in  his  paifage 

frorq 
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from  Oonalaflika  to  the  Sandwich  iilands  in  the 
year  1778  faw  a  fhag,  and  other  indications  of  . 
the  vicinity  of  land.  For  thcfe  purpofes,  our 
courfe  was  firft  diredled  N.  W.  by  N.  in  queft 
of  Bird  ifland,  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  order  to  allow 
the  Chatham  to  come  up  with  iis,  which  fne  did 
about  midnight. 

At  day-light  on  Saturday  the  15th  w^e  made 
all  fall,  and  flood  more  to  the  weflward,  fur- 
rounded  by  an  immenfe  number  and  confiderable 
variety  of  oceanic  birds,  confifling  of  the  fmall 
black  and  white  albatrofles,  tropic,  and  men  of 
w^ar  birds  ;  wdth  boobies,  noddies,  and  petrels  of 
different  kinds.  In  the  forenoon  the  wind  at  E. 
N.  E.  blew  a  frefli  gale,  and  in  confequence  of 
fome  of  the  back- flays  giving  w^ay,  wc  wxre 
obliged  to  reduce  our  fail ;  and  as  we  had  but 
little  cordage  to  replace  fuch  rigging,  thefe  de¬ 
feats  became  a  confideration  of  a  very  unpleafant 
nature  in  this  early  part  of  our  fummer’s  expedi¬ 
tion. 

At  noon  the  latitude  obferved  was  23°  14', 
longitude  108^  42';  the  former  was  14^  further 
north  than  was  fhewm  by  our  reckoning,  and  was 
nearly  the  fame  difl’ance  to  the  north  of  the  lati¬ 
tude  affigncd  to  Bird  ifland  ;  but  as  we  expedled 
to  find  it  further  to  the  weflward,  though  by 
fome  accounts  we  had  now^  paffed  its  meridian, 
our  courfe  was  direded  to  the  fouth-weft,  and 
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bj  two  In  the  afternoon  it  was  feen  bearing  by 
compafs  W.  S.  W.  about  feven  leagues  diftant. 
About  fix  in  the  evening  we  reached,  and  pafTed 
along  the  fouthern  fide  of,  this  very  remarkable 
fclitary  ifland,  or  more  properly  fpeaking,  fingle 
rock,  rifmg  out  of  this  immenfe  ocean.  Its 
greateff  eiKtent,  which  was  in  a  diredion  S.74W. 
and  N.  7'^  did  not  exceed  one  mile ;  the  un¬ 
couth  form  of  its  northern,  eaftern,  and  weftern 
extremities,  againft  which  the  fea  broke  with 
great  violence,  prefented  a  moft  awful  appear¬ 
ance,  rlfing  perpendicularly  from  the  ocean  in 
lofty  rugged  cliffs,  inacceffible  but  to  its  winged 
inhabitants ;  on  its  fouthern  fide  the  afeeat  is 
not  fo  fteep  and  abrupt ;  and  near  its  weftern 
extremity  is  a  fmall  fandy  beach,  where  in  fine 
weather,  and  with  a  fmooth  fea,  a  landing  might 
probably  be  effeded.  At  this  place  there  was 
the  appearance  of  a  little  verdure,  though  it  was 
deftitute  of  tree  or  flirub  ;  every  other  part  was 
apparently  without  foil,  and  confifted  only  of  the 
naked  rock.  Its  whole  circumference  does  not 
exceed  a  league,  and  it  Is  fituated  in  latitude  23° 
Oh  longitude  198^  8^  When  this  rock  was  firft 
difeovered  in  1788,  there  were  on  board  the 
Prince  of  Wales  fome  of  the  natives  of  Attowai, 
who  cxprefihd  great  furprize  that  there  Ihould  be 
land  fo  near  to  their  iflands  (it  lying  from  One- 
bow  N.  51  W.  at  the  diftanceof  39  leagues  only) 

and 
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and  of  which  not  only  themfelA’es,  but  all  their 
countrymen  were  totally  ignorant. 

This  intelligence  was  communicated  on  their 
return  in  the  autumn  of  that  year ;  and  it  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  active  mind  of  Taio  a  ftrong  defire 
to  pay  it  a  vifit,  to  eftablifh  a  colony  there,  and 
to  annex  it  to  his  dominions ;  but  on  his  being 
made  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  extent  and 
fierility  by  the  officers  of  that  velTel,  his  projedl 
AA^as  abandoned,  Thofe  people  however  recog¬ 
nize  it  under  the  appellation  of  Modoo  Mannoo, 
that  is,  Bird  ifland  ;  and  from  its  great  diftance 
from  all  other  land,  and  its  proximity  to  their 
iflands,  it  feems  to  claim  fome  diftant  pretenfions 
to  be  ranked  in  the  group  of  the  Sandwich 
iflands,  of  which  we  now  took  leave,  purfuant  to 
the  determination  already  ftated. 
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[Quit  the  Sanchmch  IJlands — Fart  Company  with 
the  Chatham — Indications  of  La?id — 'See  TfcJie^ 
rikozv  IJland — Pafs  Trinity  I/les — Proceed  along 
'  the  Coafl — Pnter  and  proceed  up  CooPs  River. 

AVING  bid  farewell  to  the  Sandwich  iflands 
on  Saturday  the  1 5  th  of  March,  our  courfe 
was  direfted  to  the  northward,  with  a  freih  breeze 
from  the  N.  E.  by  E.  ;  but  as  the  Chatham  was 
ibme  diftance  a-ftern,  the  topfails  were  double 
reefed,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  evening  the  jib 
and  ftay “fails  were  taken  in,  under  the  idea  that 
with  fuch  reduced  fail  the  Chatham  would  foon 
overtake  us ;  but  as  ilie  did  not  make  her  ap¬ 
pearance  by  ten  at  night,  nor  anfwer  a  falfe  fire 
then  burnt,  the  mainfail  was  hauled  up,  and  we 
continued  under  the  forefail  and  double  reefed 
topfails  only,  in  the  hope  of  feeing  our  confort  at 
day-light ;  but  in  this  we  were  difappointed,  and 
I  was  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  caufe 
that  had  produced  our  feparation.  It  ■  was  a 
matter  of  extreme  uncertainty  what  courfe  would 
prove  moft  likely  to  effecl  our  meeting  again,  as 
it  was  not  improbable  that  by  the  low  fail  we 

had 
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had  carried  during"  the  night,  flie  might  have 
paffed  us  unobferved,  and  was  then  a-head ; 
this  was  as  likely  to' have  happened,  as  thatfome 
accident  had  occafioned  her  (liortenlng  fall,  and 
that  file  was  yet  a-ftern.  The  latter  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  been  announced  by  fignal ;  under  this 
impreffion  we  made  the  beft  of  our  way  towards 
the  coaft  of  America,  with  the  hope  of  rejoining 
our  confort  at  the  appointed  rendezvous. 

The  trade  wind  between  N.  E.,  E.  N.  E. 
and  eaft,  blowing  a  moderate  gale,  with  fquallv 
and  fomctimes  rainy  weather,  attended  us  until 
Friday  the  2lft,  when- towards  midnight,  hav¬ 
ing  then  advanced  to  the  35®  of  latitude,  and  in 
longitude  ]904°,  it  veered  round  by  the  e aft  to 
the  fouth,  and  on  the  next  day,  Saturday  the 
2 2d,  it  feemed  to  be  fixed  in  the  weftern  quarter, 
accompanied  with  dark  gloomy  weather,  and  a 
very  heavy  fea  from  the  north  and  N.  W.  which 
had  been  frequently  the  cafe  fince  our  leaving 
the  iflands. 

But  few  of  the  black  and  white  albatrofles, 
petrels,  or  others  of  the  feathered  tribe  had  at¬ 
tended  us.  In  the  evening  the  wind  fliifted  to 
the  N.  N.  E.,  where  it  continued  with  gloomy 
wxather  until  Monday  the  24th,  when  it  fixed 
in  the  S.  E,  and  blew  a  frefli  gale  with  the  fame 
dark  gloomy  w^eather.  A  few"  intervals  of  fun-? 
fliine  enabled  us  on  the  following  day,  Tuefday 

the 
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the  25th,  to  afcertaln  the  latitude  to  be  3Q^  3', 
longitude  IQS^  46^;  and  the  variation  of  the 
compafs  1Q^42^,  eaftwardly.  This  w^as  an  increale 
in  the  variation  far  beyond  our  expeftations  ; 
but  as  thefe  were  the  firft  obfervatlons  we  had 
been  enabled  to  make  for  this  purpofe  fince  our 
departure  from  the  Sandwich  iflands,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  the  increafe  had  been  gradual  to  this  fta- 
tion.  Our  climate  was  alfo  greatly  changed,  the 
thermometer  during  the  laft  week  having  fallen 
from  7 6  to  50  ;  but  the  barometer  having  been 
unfortunately  broken,  I  had  no  means  of  afcer-f 
taining  the  other  properties  of  the  air.  The 
fbutherly  gale  produced  a  fmooth  fea,  and  as  to¬ 
wards  night  we  approached  the  parallel  where 
Captain  Cook  had  noticed  fome  indications  of 
the  vicinity  of  land,  we  flood  to  and  fro  under  an 
eafy  fail  until  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the 
20(:h,  when  with  a  flrong  gale  from  the  weft- 
ward  we  pafled  about  15  leagues  to  the  north- 
weft  ward  of  the  Refolution’s  track  in  the  year 
1778.  Throughout  the  day  the  weather  was 
clear,  which  enabled  us  to  gain  a  diftant  view  in 
all  diredlions,  but  nothing  w^as  feen  to  intercept 
the  horizon.  The  latitude  at  noon  w^as  40°  45', 
w^hich  was  extremely  w^ell  afcertained  by  good 
obfervatlons.  The  longitude  200°  1 7'  was  de¬ 
duced  from  altitudes  of  the  fun,  and  from  the 
chronometers  both  before  and  after  mid-day, 

when 
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when  the  variation  was  found  to  be  1  5"'  43^  call- 
wardly.  Few  oceanic  birds  vifited  us  in  this  fitoa- 
tion.  Two  pieces  of  drift  wood  were  pafled 
this  day,  one  piece  appeared  to  have  been  a  great 
length  of  tim6  in  the  water,  as  it  fwam  very  ' 
deep,  and  was  nearly  covered  with  barnacles ;  the 
other  was  much  more  buoyant,  and  had  on  it  but 
lew  of  thofe  Ihell  fifh.  Thefe  w^ere  the  only 
pieces  of  drift  wood,  and  the  only  indications  of 
the  vicinity  of  land,  feen  by  us  between  the 
Sandwich  illands  and  the  American  coaft.  I  was^ 
however,  afterwards  informed  by  Mr.  Puget,  that 
in  his  palling  thefe  regions  between  the  37th  and 
39th  degrees  of  latitude,  about  four  degrees  to 
the  w’eftward  of  our  track,  he  faw,  befides  petrels 
and  other  oceanic  birds,  puffins,  and  a  bird  of 
the  diver  kind ;  and  that  for  a  few  hours,  in  the 
latitude  of  about  39®,  the  furface  of  the  fea  wm 
remarkably  fmooth.  Meffrs.  Portlock  and  Dixon 
alfo  in  their  voyage,  in  two  fimllar  paffages  about 
the  fame  latitude,  and  in  longitude  206®,  law 
feals,  puffins,  and  other  indications,  that  induced 
them  to  think  fome  undifeovered  land  was  not 
far  remote ;  but  the  .weather  being  then,  as  it 
was  alfo  at  the  time  of  the  Chatham’s  paffing, 
very  foggy,  this  fadl  could  not  be  afeertained. 
As  fuch  indications  are  by  no  means  common 
in  the  North  Pacific,  they  favor  the  conjecture 
that  fome  land,  though  poffibly  of  no  very  great 

extent. 
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extent,  ftlll  remains  unknown  to  Europeans  in 
this  neis'hbourhood. 

With  a  frefli  gale  moftly  from  the  weftern, 
quarter,  we  proceeded  rapidly  to  the  north,  and 
by  the  following  Sunday,  the  3oth,  reached  the 
latitude  of  50°  lo',  lon2:itude  205^  ;  the  varia- 

tion  on  the  preceding  afternoon  was  2Q^eaft- 
wardly.  The  wind  had  been  attended  by  a  very 
heavy  fwell  from  the  fouth-weftward ;  the  in¬ 
tervals  of  clear  weather  were  of  Ihorf  duration, 
and  in  general  it  was  very  gloomy,  with  fhowers 
of  rain  fucceeded  by  a  fall  of  fiiow.  The  ther¬ 
mometer  funk  to  35.  In  the  courfe  oPthe  day 
fome  fea  weed  and  fome  divers  were  obferved ; 
about  the  fliip  were  alfo  fome  albatroflcs  and 
flieer- waters.  Our  climate  now  began  to  affume 
a  degree  of  feverity  that  was  new  to  us  ;  on  the 
next  day,  Monday  the  31  ft,  the  mercury  ftood 
at  the  freezing  point,  and  for  the  firft  time  during^ 
the  voyage  the  fcuttle  cafk  on  deck  was  frozen. 

After  a  few  hours  calm  the  wind  fettled  in  the 
N.  E.,  attended  with  froft  and  fnow  until  Wed- 
nefday,  the  2d  of  April,  when  in  latitude  55® 
•13^,  lon2:itude  204®  3^  it  veered  to  the  N.  W,. 
and  blew  fo  ftrong  a  gale  that  in  the  evening  we 
were  reduced  to  clofe- reefed  topfails.  The  froft, 
with  much  fnow  and  fleet,  cafed  our  rigging  in 
ice  ;  the  thermometer  ftood  at  26®.  In  the  fore¬ 
noon  of  Thurfday  the  3d  a  lhag  paffed  the  fhip, 

flying 
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flying  to  the  eaftward,  and  about  three  in  the 
afternoon,  high  land  almoft  intirely  covered  with 
fnow  was  difcerned,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  by  E* 
By  feven  in  the  evening  this  was  plainly  difco- 
vered  to  be  an  ifland,  extending  by  compafs  from 
N.  2  W.  to  N.  32  W.,  at  the  diftance  of  thir- 
teen  miles,  wdth  fome  detached  rocks  lying  off 
its  weftern  extremity.  In  this  fituation  the  depth 
of  water  was  75  fathoms,  fand  and  fhelly  bottom* 

Although  I  did  not  confider  this  ifland  as  al¬ 
together  a  new  difcovery,  yet  as  its  fituation  had 
not  hitherto  been  well  afcertained,  and  as  during 
the  laft  three  days  our  obfervations  had  been  but 
indifferent,  I  thought  it  proper  to  pafs  the  night 
in  ftanding  backward  and  forward,  in  order  to 
gain  a  nearer  view  of  it,  and  in  the  hope  that  the 
following  day  would  be  more  favorable  to  our 
W'ifhes  for  this  purpofe. 

With  the  wind  at  N.  W.  blowing  a  moderate 
breeze,  the  mercury  at  27,  and  extremely  cold, 
we  made  all  fall  for  the  land  the  next  morning, 
Friday  the  4th,  but  in  corlfequence  of  our  having 
been  fet  by  a  very  ftrong  current  to  the  S.  W., 
we  were  fo  far  diftant,  that  it  was  near  noon  be¬ 
fore  w^e  had  paffed  its  fouthern  point.  We  were 
fortunate  in  gaining  excellent  obfervations,  which 
at  noon  determined  our  fituation  to  be  in  lati¬ 
tude  55°48f  longitude  205^  1 6k  this  fhewed  a 
confidcrable  error  in  our  reckoning  fince  the  firff 
.  Von.  V.  Tv  day 
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day  of  the  month,  the  latitude  being  22'  further 
north,  and  the  longitude  72^  further  eaft,  than 
had  appeared  by  the  log.  The  depth  of  water 
at  this  time  vva^  23  fathoms,'  fine  black  fandy 
bottom.  The  north-eaft  point  of  the  ifland  bore 
by  compafs  N.  5,5  W.  diftant  about  two  leagues ; 
its  eaftern  extremity,  which  is  a  low  rocky  point, 
and  was  our  neareft  fhore,-  S.  C)§  W.  two  miles ; 
and  its  Ibuth  point,  S.  30  W.  about  two  leagues 
diftant.  In  the  point  of  view  in  which  we  faw 
the  fouth-weft,  foi^tbern,  and  eaftern  fides  of  this 
ifland,  it  appeared  to  form  a  fomew  hat  irregular 
four-fided  figure,  about  ten  leagues  in  circuit ; 
having  from  its  weftern  part,  which  is  lovf  and 
flat,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of  being  in- 
fular,  a  remarkably  high,  flat,  fquare  rock,  lying 
ill  a  diredlion  &.  W.,  at  the  diftance  of  tw  o 

miles,  between  which  and  the  Ifland  is  a.  ledge 
of  fmaller  rocks.  The  centre  of  the  ifland  ap¬ 
peared  by  our  obfervations  to  be  in  ktltude  5  5^ 
4Q',  longitude  205^^  4\ 

The  fealbn  of  the  year  greatly  contributed  to 
kicreafe  the  dreary  and  inhofpitable  afpedt  of  the 
country  ;  in  addition  to  which  it  feemed  to  be 
entirely  deftitute  of  trees  or  fhrubs,  or  they  were 
hidden  beneath  its  winter  garment  of  fnow, 
which  appeared  to  be  very  deep  about  its  fouth- 
caftern  parts,  confifting  of  high  fteep  cliffs  ;  but 
'  On  its  weftern  fide,  which  was  confiderably  lower, 
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this  appearance  was  not  fo  general.  About  its 
fhores  wxre  fom'e  fmall  whales,  the  firft  we  had 
noticed  during  this  paflTage  to  the  north.  From 
the  relative  fituation  of  this  ifland  to  the  conti¬ 
nent,  I  was  inclined  to  believe  it  fo  be  that  which 
Beering  called  Foggy  ifland ;  but  as  Captairi 
Cook  gave  that  name  to  another  ifland  not  far 
difliant  to  the  weftward,  I  have  in  honor  of 
Beering’s  companion  Tfcherikoiv;  whofe  labors  in 
the  arduous  tafk  of  difcovery  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  thus  commemorated,  called  this  ifland 
after  him  Tscherikow’s  Island. 

In  our  route  from  the  Sandwich  iflands  to  this 
flation  it  may  be  feen,  that  whenever  the  wnnds 
vs^ould  permit,  our  courfe  was  diredled  far  to  the 
weftward  of  the  entrance  into  Cook’s  river,  as 
delineated  by  that  able  navigator.  My  reafon 
for  fo  doing,  in  the  event  of  circumftances  per¬ 
mitting,  was  to  fall  in  with  thofe  parts  which 
Captain  Cook  vvas  prevented  from' feeing  between 
Foggy  cape  and  cape  Trinity ;  as  I  much  wdlhed 
to  afeertain  whether  that  fpace  was  occupied  by 
landj  or  whether  it  communicated  with  Smoky 
i  bay,  as  has  been  reprefented  in  fome  late  publi¬ 

cations,  though  in  a  manner  not  eafily  to  be  un- 
i  derftood.  The  winds  and  weather  had,  how^- 

ever,  been  adverfe  to  this  defign ;  and  although 
;  the  latter  prefented  now^  a  more  favorable  ptof- 

necl,  yet  the  v/lnd,  at  N.  W.,  blew  in  the  very 

.  L  2  diredion 
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direSlon  I  wilhed  to  fleer  tor  that  purpofe.  But 
as  it  was  favorable  for  continuing  along  the  ex¬ 
terior  coafl,  and  as  we  had  already  been  greatly 
retarded  in  our  general  operations,  by  adverfe 
winds  and  other  untoward  Gircumflances,  1  was 
induced  to  forego  the  objedl  I  had  in  view,  left 
fimilar  inconvenience  fliould  continue  to  attend 
us,  and  caufe  delays  that  w^e  could  ill  afford  in 
the  profecution  of  our  furvey,  Thefe  confidera- 
tions  induced  me  to  make  all  fail,  fleering  with 
the  wind  at  N.  N.  W.  during  the  afternoon  to 
the  N.  E. ;  and  having  at  fix  in  the  evening 
made  our  courfe  good  from  noon,  N.  05  E.,  40 
miles.  Trinity  ifland  was  feen  bearing  by  compafs 
from  N.  5  E.  to  N.  15  W.,  and  another  ifland 
from  W.  i  N.  to  W.  by  S.  The  latter  I  took  to 
be  that  which  is  laid  dowm  in  Captain  Cook’s 
chart  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Trinity  ifland.  This 
land,  although  not  noticed  in  Captain  Cook’s 
journal,  was  feen  and  pafled  on  its  fouthern  fide 
by  the  Dlfcovery  in  that  voyage,  which  proves 
that  the  Refolution  and  Difeovery  could  not 
have  gone  far  to  the  north  of  Tfeherikow’s  ifland, 
which  w^as  obfeured  at  that  time  by  thick  foggy 
weather. 

After  fuh-fet,  the  wind  veered  more  to  the 
weflw^ard,  and  enabled  us  to  ftand  nearly  for 
Trinity  ifland^  under  our  double-reefed  topfalls  ; 
and  at  midnight^  having  foundings  at  the  depth 

of 
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of  fifty  fathoms,  foft  fandy  bottom,  we  plied  until 
day-light  under  an  eafy  fail,  with  foundings  from 
70  to  82  fathoms,  fine  fandy  bottom.  At  day¬ 
light  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  5th,  we 
made  fail,  fteering  towards  Trinity  ifiand,  which 
bore  by  compafs  from  N.  0  W.  to  N.  W.,  the 
main  land  beyond  it  ftretching  to  the  N.  N.  E. 

‘  V/ith  a  moderate  breeze,  between  N.  W.  and 
W.  S.  W.,  we  drew  in  with  the  land,  and  the 
weather  being  clear  permitted  us  to  notice  three 
or  four  mountains  of  confiderable  height,  on 
the  main  land,  behind  thofe  that  bounded  the 
fea-coaft  ,  all  of  which  at  firft  appeared  to  be  co¬ 
vered  with  fnow  •;  but  as  we  approached  the 
fhores,  the  lower  parts  of  the  coafi:  were  found  in 
general  to  be  free  from  fnow,  and  confiderably 
more  fo  than  Tfcherikow  ifiand.  The  froft  which, 
fmce  the  Sift  of  March,  had  been  very  fevere, 
now  gave  way,  and  the  thermometer  rofe  to  35. 
At  noon  the  eaftern  extreme  of  Trinity  ifiand 
bore  by  compafs  S.  30  W.,  diftant  13  miles; 
its  north-weft  point  S.  42  W. ;  cape  Trinity  S. 
77  W. ;  the  land  of  Two-headed  point  from  N. 
39  W.  to  N.  24  W. ;  and  the  northernmoft  land 


in  fight  N.  13  E.^  The  obferved  latitude  50°4Ob 
longitude  207^  /  T.  ‘  In  the  courfe  of  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  variation,  by  the  farveying  compafs,  w^as 
found  to  be  23^  30''  eaftwardly. 

.  As  we  paffpd  Trinity  ifiand,  it  appeared  to  be 

L  3  divided 
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divided  Into  two  iflands,  with  feveral  others  of 
inferior  fize  lying  to  the  north,  between  them 
and  the  land  about  cape  Trinity.  The  eaft  point 
of  the  eafternmofi:  is,  according  to  our  obferva- 
tions,  fituated  in  latitude  50^^  33T,  longitude 
20(3^47^;  and  Two-headed  point,  compofmg  a 
fmall  ifland  that  terminates  to  the  north-eaft  by 
a  low  flat  rocky  point,  in  latitude  56^  54V,  lon¬ 
gitude  207®  5'.  Captain  Cook,  in  affigning  the 
longitude  to  Trinity  ifles,  which  occupy  an  ex^ 
tent  of  about  fix  leagues  in  an  eafl:  and  w^efl;  di-^ 
redlion,  does  not  defignate  any  particular  part, 
but  fays  they  lie  in  latitude  50^  30^  longitude 
205^.  The  longitude  of  the  eafl:  point  of  Tri¬ 
nity  Ifland,  agreeably  to  the  obfervations  made 
that  voyage  on  board  the  Difeovery,  was  205°  53'; 
neither  of  which  will  be  found  to  agree  with  the 
longitude  on  this  occafion,  which  was  deduced 
from  exceedingly  good  obfervations,  both  before 
and  after  noon,  and  corrected  by  fubfequent  ob¬ 
fervations. 

Southweftward  from  Two-headed  ifland  the 
coaft  is  low,  and  appears  to  be  compact ;  but 
immediately  to  the  northward  of  It  the  fhores 
defeend  abruptly  Into  the  fea,  appear  to  be  much 
broken,  and  form  an,  extenfive  found,  of  which 
the  flat  rocky  point  rnay  be  confidered  as  its^ 
fouth-weft  point  of  entrance  ;  from  this  its  north- 
eaft  point,  being  low  projefting  land,  lies  N.  58  E. 
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the  diftance  of  three  leagues.  The  feveral 
branches  that  appeared  to  flow  into  the  found, 
feemed  to  wind  toward  the  bafe  of  a  conneiled 
range  of  high  fno  wy  mourttains,  which  no  doubt 
gave  boundaries  to  their  extent. 

As  we  proceeded  gendy  across  the  entrance  .of 
this  found  with  a  light  fbutherly  breeze,  we  were 
vifited  in  the  afternoon  by  two  of  its  inhabitants, 
a  young  man  and  a  girl,  in  a  fmall  fkin  canoe, 
who  flicwed  that  they  had  been  acquainted  with 
fome  European  nation,  by  their  having  adopted 
our  mode  of  falutation  in  bowing  as  they  ap¬ 
proached  the  fliip,  and  by  their  coming  on  board 
without  the  leaft  hefitation.  We  entertained  no 
doubt  of  their  having  been  fo  inftrudtcd  by  the 
Ruffians  ;  and,  if  we  underftood  them  rightly, 
there  were  flx  perfons  of  that  nation  then  refid- 
ing  on  fliore  in  the  found.  The  man  took  his 
dinner  without  the  leaft  ceremony,  efrank  brandy, 
and  accepted  fuch  prefents  as  were  made  him, 
but  feeracd  to  prefer  fnuff  and  filk  handkerchiefs 
to  every  thing  elfe.  Whilft  he  remained  on  board, 
which  w^as  about  an  hour,  I  endeavoured  to  learn 
-from  him  the  name  which  the  natives  give  to 
this  part  of  the  G£)aft,  but  could  not  gain  any  fi- 
tisfailory  information.  He  clearly  and  dlftincftly 
counted  the  numerals  in  the  languages  of  Oona- 
laflika  and  Prince  William’s  found,  though  thefe 
do  not  bear  the  leaft  affinity  to  each  othen  From 

L  4  his 
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his  general  appearance,  I  was  more  inclined  to 
believe  him  to  be  a  Kamtfchadale  than  a  native 
of  America  or  its  adjacent  iflands.  After  their 
departure  we  were  vifited  by  a  fingle  Indian  in  a. 
canoe,  but  he  was  not  fo  familiar  as  the  others ; 
he  paddled  at  a  dlftance  round  the  fliip,  and  then 
returned  to  the  fliore.  At  feven  in  the  evening 
we  were  becalmed  within  about  two  miles  of  the 
north-eafi:  point  of  the  found  ;  when  the  depth 
of  water  was  24  fathoms,  fine  fandy  bottom. 

The  weather  continued  fair,  with  faint  vari¬ 
able  winds,  until  midnight ;  at  which  time  the 
wind  fixed  in  the  north-eaft  quarter,  and  brought 
with  it  fleet  and  dilTolving  fnow  ;  thus  the  flat¬ 
tering  profpedt  that  had  been  prefented,  of  a  fa¬ 
vorable  paflhge  to  our  deftined  flat  ion,  was  again 
obfeured,  and  that  we  might  not  lofe  ground, 
v/e  were  obliged  to  ply  againfl  a  heavy  fea  and  a 
ftrong  N.  E."*  gale,  which,  on  the  forenoon  of 
Sunday  the  0th,  reduced  us  to  clofe-reefed  top- 
fails. 

The  gale  between  N.  N.  E.  and  eafl,  varied  a 
little  in  force  and  diredlion,  and  permitted  us  to  ' 
gain  fome  advantage.  On  the  morning  of  Tuef- 
day  the  8th  we  w^ere  within  about  a  league  of 
the  coafl,  v  hich  appeared  to  be  much  broken  ; 
cape  Barnabas  bore  by  compafs  S.  30  W.  ;  the 
north  point  of  a  found,  of  which  the  land  ad¬ 
joining  tP.  cape,  BaraabasTorms  its  fouthern  fide, 

^  •  S.  57W« 
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S.  5/  W.  ;  the  north  point  of  another  apparent 
found,  S.  O9  W,  ;  a  tradl  of  land  much  lower 
than  the  coaft  in  its  vicinity,  free  from  fnow, 
and  feemin^ly  detached  from  the  main  land,  from 
S.  80  W.  to  N.  29  W.  ;  its  neareft  part  W.  N. 
W.,  about  a  league  diftant ;  a  low  projedling 
point,  being  the  eafternmoft  part  of  that  which 
appeared  to  be  the  main  land  in  fight,  N.  lO-E. ; 
and  an  ifland,  from  N,  20  E.  to  N.  32  E.  In  this 
neighbourhood  the  land  vvas  more  free  from  fnow 
than  that  further  to  the  fouth,  occafioned  moft 
probably  by  the  alteration  in  the  temperature  of 
the  weather,  as  the  mercury  now  flood  at  40 1, 
and  gave  us  hopes  that  the  fc verity  of  the  winter 
feafon  was  at  an  end  :  this  made  me  extremclv 

^  j 

anxious  to  reach  our  deflined  flatlon,  from 
whence  the  labours  of  the  fummer  were  to  com¬ 
mence. 

Our  obfervations  at  noon  Ihew^ed  our  fituatlon 
to  be  in  latitude  50°  5  8^  longitude  correfled  as 
before  flated  by  fubfequent  obfervations, 2 08^  19^. 
The  ifland  then  bore  by  compafs  N.  23  W. ;  and 
cape  Barnabas  appearing  to  lie  in  latitude  5 10^, 
longitude  20/®  45^  N.  81  W. 

The  two  following  days  being  for  the  moft 
part  calm,  though  what  little  wind  there  W' as 
continued  from  the  N.  E.  with  thick  mifty  wea¬ 
ther,  prevented  our  feeing  much  oi  the  land  un¬ 
til  the  evening  of  Thurfday  the  loth,  when  we 

tacked 
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tacked  about  a  league  from  the  north -eaft  point 
of  the  above  ifland,  which  appeared  to  be  about 
two  leagues  in  circuit,  and  its  centre  to  be  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  5/°  24^  longitude  2^08°  2o\  This 
illand  renders  this  part  of  the  coaft  very  remark¬ 
able,  being  the  only  diftingullhable  detached  land 
of  any  magnitude  north-eaftward  from  Trinity 
ifles.  Its  north- weft  part  projedls  in  a  low  point 
towards  the  main  land,  from  whence  alfo  a  low 
flat  point  extends  towards  the  ifland,  forming  a 
paifage  about  half  a  league  wide,  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  free  from  interruption.  This  ifland  is  not 
noticed  in  Captain  Cook’s  chart  or  his  journal, 
probably  owing  to  the  very  foggy  weather  w^hich 
prevailed  when  the  Refolution  was  in  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  it  was  however  feen  in  that  voyage 
from  on  board  the  Difcovery,  and  then  placed  by 
me  5^  to  the  fouth  of  its  fituation  deduced  from 
the  refult  of  our  prefent  obfervations,  which  I 
have  reaion  to  believe  are  not  liable  to  any  mate¬ 
rial  error.  The  wdnd  having  fixed  in  the  N.W« 
brought  us  clear  w^eather,  but  we  were  obliged  to 
ftand  from  the  coaft,  the  northernmoft  part  of 
which  diftinclly  feen  was  cape  Greville,  bearing 
by  compafs  N.  50  W.  ;  fome  rocks  extending 
from  the  cape  N.  42  W.,  and  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  Ifland,  S.  20  W. 

With  the  approach  of  the  followdng  day,  Fri¬ 
day  the  11th,  the  wefterly  breeze  increafed,  and, 


we 
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we  paffed  rapidly  to  the  north,  though  too  fa^: 
from  the  land  to  afcertain  any  thing  with  preci- 
fion  between  cape  Greville  and  cape  St.  Hermo- 
genes  ;  had  vve  been  able  to  have  fleered  for  point 
Banks,  and  from  thence  acrofs  Smoky  bay,  fomc 
conclufion  might  have  been  drawn  whether  the 
land  we  had  thus  coafted  along  w^as  compofed  of 
iflands,  or  w^hether  it  was  as  Captain  Cook  had 
confidered  it,  a  part  of  the  continent.  I  much 
regretted  that  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  be¬ 
come  fatisfied  in  this  refpedl,  as  the  feafon  had 
now  put  on  a  very  favorable  appearance,  which 
rendered  it  important  that  not  a  moment  fhouldbe 
loft  in  profecuting  the  examination  of  this  exten- 
five  opening.  At  noon  cape  Greville,  the  fouth- 
ernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  28  W.,  the  ifland  of  St.  Hermogenes, 
from  S.  50  W.  to  S.  8Q  W.;  the  wefternmoft 
mountain  feen  over  cape  Douglas,  N.  8 1  W. ;  and 
the  barren  ifles  N.  55  W.  In  this  fituation  the 
obferved  latitude  was  58""  14’',  and  the  longitude 
deduced  from  very  fatisfaftory  obfervations  both 
before  and  after  noon,  20Q°254^.  From  this  au¬ 
thority  cape  Greville  appeared  to  be  in  latitude 
5  7''344^  longitude  208^  20^;  and  the  fouth  ex¬ 
treme  of  the  ifland  St.  Hermogenes,  in  latitude 
58°  longitude  208®  50^  The  variation  in 
the  afternoon  was  21"^  37''  eaftwardly. 

Theft  pofitions  of  longitude  vary  materially 

from 
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from  thofe  affigned  .  by  Captain  Cook  ;  but  as 
fimllar  differences  occurred  afterwards  in  other 
inftances,  I  fliall  for  the  prefent  decline  making 
any  comments  on  this  fubjedt. 

V  With  the  wind  chiefly  at  weft,  by  Saturday 
the  12th  at  noon  we  were  faft  approaching  the 
coaft  to  the  eaftward  of  cape  Elizabeth,  which 
then  bore  by  compafs  N.  8  4  W.  ;  the  barren  ifles, 
from  S.  55  W.  to  S.  34  VC.  ;  the  northernmoft 
part  of  the  coaft  in  fight,  N.  26  E.,  and  the 
neareft  ftiore,  N.  6  W.,  five  or  fix  miles  diftant; 
here  we  had  foundings  in  70  fathoms  w^ater,  fandy 
bottom,  and  by  an  indifferent  obfervation  the  la¬ 
titude  w^as  59%  longitude  209^20^.  The  top  of 
high  water  appeared  to  be  at  noon,  as  at  that 
time  no  effedl  was  felt  from  a  tide  ;  but  imme¬ 
diately  afterwards  we  wxre  driven  at  a  eonfider- 
able  rate  to  the  eaftw^ard,  until  half  paft  one, 
when,  on  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from  that  quar¬ 
ter,  VvX  fteered  for  cape  Elizabeth,  and  paffed 
that  promontory,  and  entered  Cook’s  river  about 
half  paft  five.  The  coaft  is  compofed  of  high 
land,  before  wdiich  lie  three  fmall  iflands  and 
fome  rocks  ;  the  cape  is  itfelf  the  largeft,  and  the 
moft  wxftcrn  of  thefe  iflands,  which  appeared  to 
afford  a  navigable  channel  between 'them  and  the 
main  land,  nearly  in  ^an  eaft  and  weft  direftion  ; 
though  between  the  cape  and  the  middle  ifland 
fome  low* lurking  rocks  were  difeeraed,  which 
*  .  had 
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had  the  appearance  of  being  connected  with  a 
ciufter  of  rocks  above  the  fur  face  of  the  fea,  lying 
from  the  cape  S.  50  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
or  four  miles.  To  the  fouth-weft  of  the  middle 
ifland  is  another  ciufter  of  rocks,  both  above  and 
beneath  the  fbrface  of  the  water. 

The  thermometer  now  varied  between  40  and 
45  ;  and  the  fnow,  excepting  in  the  deep  chafms 
of  the  rocks,  was  melted  to  a  confiderable  height 
on  the  fides  of  the  hills,w  hich  being  well  w'ooded, 
aftumed  a  far  more  cheerful  afpeft  than  the  coun¬ 
try  to  the  fouthward.  Spring  feemed  to  be  mak¬ 
ing  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  here,  that  we  had  every 
reafon  to  indulge  the  hope  of  being  able  to  carry 
our  refearches  into  execution,  v.dthout  any  inter- 
ruption  from  the  feverity  of  the  feafon.  : 

As  I  had  determined  to  commence  our  furvey 
on  the  wxftern  fide  of  the  river,  as  far  up  that 
fide  as  the  wind  now  at  N.  N.  E.  would  permit 
us  to  fetch,  wx  proceeded  in  queft  of  fome  conve¬ 
nient  ftation  for  the  Ihip,  from  whence  two  boat 
parties  might  be  difpatchcd,  the  one  to  examine 
the  fliorcs  fouthward  to  cape  Douglas,  the  other 
to  precede  the  (hip  in  our  route  up  the  river. 

For  the  hrft  time  this  feafon  we  noticed  fome 
flocks  of  w^ild  geefe,  and  could  not  avoid  re¬ 
marking,  that  they  all  flew  to  the  fouthward, 
contrary  to  what  might  liave  been  expeefted  from 
the  advanced  ftate  and  mildnefs  of  the  feafon; 

which. 
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which,  however,  on  Sunday  morning  the  13th^ 
futlered  a  very  material  alteration,  as  the  wind 
came  to  the  N.  E*  and  was  attended  by  a  fharp 
froft  and  a  very  heavy  fall  of  Ihow.  v  On  leaving 
the  eaftern  fliore  the  depth  of  water  gradually  in- 
creafed  from  25  to  35  fathoms,  fine  fandy  bot¬ 
tom  in  mid-channel,  and  then  decreafed  again  as 
we  approached  the  w^eftern  fliore,  whieh  about 
fix  was  indiftincSly  perceived  through  the  falling 
fnow ;  and  being  then  in  20  fathoms  w^ater,  we 
anehored  until  the  w^eather  fhould  prove  more 
favorable  to  our  purfuit.  In  this  fituation  we  re¬ 
mained,  without  being  able  to  difeern  the  adja¬ 
cent  fhores,  until  the  forenoon  of  Monday  the 
14th,  when  the  weftern  horizon  became  clear, 
and  fliewed  us  cape  Douglas  bearing  by  cpmpafs 
S.  Q  E. ;  mount  St*  Auguftin,  S.  9  W. ;  the 
iiorthernmoft  land  in  fight  N.  9  W. ;  and  a  low^ 
point,  S.  31  W. ;  from  whence  the  fhores  to  the 
fouthward  fell  fo  far  baek  to  the  w^eftward,  that 
we  could  only  diftinguifh  the  fummits  of  a  range 
of  lofty  disjointed  mountains  intirely  covered  with 
fnow%  that  feemed  principally  to  occupy  the  fjpace 
between  that  low  point  and  cape  Douglas,  but 
at  the  fame  time  gave  the  country  an  appearance 
in  this  point  of  view  of  being  greatly  divided  by 
water.  From  thence  to  the  northward,  except¬ 
ing  a  fmall  open  bay  abreaft  of  us  with  two  rocks 
lying  before  its  entrance,  the  fhores  appeared  to 

be 
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be  compacS,  and  the  furface  of  the  country  de- 
fcending  rather  abruptly  at  firft,  admitted  near 
the  water-fide  a  narrow  border  of  low  land ;  this 
was  covered  with  wood^  which  continued  to  grow* 
fome  diftance  up  the  fidcs  of  the  mountains^ 
which  were  very  lofty  and  rugged,  and  above  the 
line  where  vegetation  ceafed  w^ere  wrapped  in 
perpetual  fnow. 

,  Whilft  we  had  a  clear  and  diftincl  view  of 
every  thing  in  the  weftern  quarter,  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  horizon  was  totally  obfcured  from  our 
fight  by  a  dark  mifty  haze.  We  had,  however, 
by  intervals  of  clearer  weather,  been  enabled  to 
form  fome  idea  of  our  ftuation,  and  of  the  coaft 
to  the  fouth-weftw^ard,  which  I  now  confidered 
as  lying  behind  us ;  the  broken  and  inful ar  ap¬ 
pearance  of  which  gave  me  reafon  to  expedl  the 
examination  of  it  w'ould  be  a  laborious  talk,  not- 
wlthftanding  that  the  range  of  mountains  that 
bounded  our  horizon,  in  that  diredtion,  admitted 
of  a  Itrong  prefumption  that  the  whole  might  be 
dofely  connedled  by  land,  not  fufiicicntly  elevated 
to  be  vifible  at  our  remote  diftance. 

■  As  I  concluded  the  Chatham  could  not  be  fat 
behind,  if  fhe  had  not  already  preceded  us  ;  and 
as  I  had  particularly  diredled  that  the  furvey 
Ihould  commence  at  cape  Dpuglas,  I  had  little 
doubt,  on  our  meeting,  that  any  thing  would 
be  left  unexamined  in  tliat  quarter ;  but  fhould 

it 
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it  fo  happen,  that  any  further  inquiry  might  be 
deemed  neceflary,  and  that  we  fhould  be  obliged 
to  return  by  the  fame  route,  the  fummer  feafon 
in  that  cafe  would  be  more  advanced  and  more 
favorable  to  our  refearches  in  that  region,  which 
is  expofed  to  all  the  influence  of  the  oceanic 
winds  and  w^aves,  and  in  the  prefent  inclement 
weather  w^ould  be  a  very  hazardous  undertaking 
in  our  open  boats,  the  only  means  by  which,  from 
experience,  I  w^as  confident  this  objed:  could  now 
be  accompliflied*  To  avoid,  therefore,  as  much 
as  poffible,  any  delay,,  or  mifapplication  of  time, 
I  determined  to  proceed  up  the  river,  keeping 
clofe  along  its  wefhern  fhore,  and  forthwith  to 
purfue  our  inveftigation  to  its  navigable  extent. 

Agreeably  to  this  determination,  being  favored 
with  the  flood  tide,  although  not  a  very  rapid  one, 
W'e,  fleered  to  the  northward  until  about  three 
in  the  afternoon;  when,  on  meeting  the  reflux, 
wc  anchored  about  a  league  from  the  weflern 
Ihore,  in  20  fathoms  water,  foft  fandy  bottom. 
The  latitude,  by  double  altitudes,  was  1 1''. 
The  frofl:  ftill  continued  ;  the  wind  was  mode¬ 
rate,  though  variable,  attended  with  a  very  heavy 
fall  of  fnow,  and  an  unpleafant  fw^ell  from  the 
S.  E.  Thefc  combined  clrcumftances  detained 
us  at  anchor  until  the  next  day,  Tuefday  the 
15th,  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  took  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  latter  part  of  the  flood- tide,  but 

advanced 
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advanced  only  a  few  miles  before  the  ebb  obliged 
us  asfaln  to  anchor  In  25  fathoms  water,  foft  bot- 
tom.  Here  the  weftern  fhore  was  bounded  by 
lofty  rugged  mountains,  between  the  bafes  of 
which  and  the  water*fide  was  a  margin  of  low  or 
moderately  elevated  wood-land  country.  Tw^o 
fmall  openings  were  obferved,  the  northernmoft, 
being  the  largeft,  appeared  to  be  a  found,  wind¬ 
ing  towards  the  foot  of  the  volcano,  w^hlch,  from 
its  apparently  clofe  connexion  with  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains,  probably  gave  the  limits  to 
its  extent.  Thefe  openings  we  left  for  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  Mr.  Puget,  not  confiderlng  them 
fufHciently  important  to  retard  our  progrefs,  ef- 
pecially  as  the  appearance  of  the  atmofphere  in¬ 
dicated  a  favorable  change  in  the  w^eather.  The 
fnow  had  ceafed  to  fall,  and,  excepting  fome  dark 
clouds  between  the  N.  N.  E.  and  W.  the  fky 
and  horizon  were  perfedlly  clear,  and  gave  us,  for 
the  firfl:  time  fmee  Saturday  night,  a  diftant  view 
of  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  eaftern  fhore ;  the 
night,  how^ever,  was  attended  with  the  fevereft 
froft  we  had  yet  experienced,  the  mercury  fell  to 
23,  and  although  the  weather  was  clear  and 
cheerful  the  next  morning,  jWednefday  the  lOth, 
yet  the  air  w^as  fo  exceflively  keen,  that  the  fun’s 
rays  had  no  effedl  on  the  thermometer.  We 
weighed  about  ten  in  the  forenoon,  with  the 
flood-tide,  and  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  W. 
VoL.  V.  M  and 
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'  and  proceeded  up  the  river ;  the  mercury  at  noon 
had  rifen  to  26^,  the  obferved  latitude  Oo®  ]  1% 
longitude  208^  23i^,  and  the  variation  in  the 

-  forenoGn  was  obferved  to  be  23°  46^  eafterly, 
which  I  confidered  as  too  little,  notwithftanding 
that  the  obfervatlons  wTre  very  carefully  made. 
Our  courfe  was  direfted  between  the  weftern 

•  fhore  and  the  low  ifland  near  it  mentioned  by 
Captain  Cook . 

Shortly  after  noon  we  were  vifited  by  three  of 
the  natives,  each  in  a  fmall  fkin  canoe,  who 
without  the  leaft  hefitation,  made  their  canoes 
fail  alongfidc,  and  came  on  board  with  evident 
marks  of  being  acquainted  with  European  man- 
ners,  by  their  bowing  very  refpeflfully  on  coming 
upon  deck.  They  made  iigns  for  fnuff  and  to¬ 
bacco,  which,  with  ibme  other  trivial  articles 
they  iblieked,  they  feemed  to  be  highly  gratified 

■  by  receiving,  and  exprefled  a  degree  of  modeft 
-concern  that  they  had  not  any  thing  to  offer  in 
return.  At  dinner  they  did  not  make  the  leaft 

■  Icruple  of  partaking  of  our  repaft,  with  fuch 
•wine  and  liquors  as  were  offered  to  them  ;  though 

-  of  tbefe  they  drank  very  fparingly,  fteming  to  be 
well  aware  of  their  powerful  -eifedf.  The  w^ea- 
ther  was  calm  on  thek  arrival ;  but  tow^ards  the 
evening  a  light  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  fouth- 
^ward,  and  as  they  had  but  ffigbtiy  fecured  their 

canoes,  the  probability  of  .jrheir  breaking  adrift 
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was  pointed  out  to  them.  On  this  they  made 
figns  to  know  if  we  were  going  up  the  river,  and 
on  their  being  anfwered  by  the  fame  means  in  the 
affirmative,  they  eafily  gave  us  to  underftand  that 
they  wiflied  to  accompany  us,  and  that  their  ca¬ 
noes  fhould  be  taken  on  board,  with  which  I  had 
no  obfl^ftion  to  comply. 

With  a  boat  a-head,  founding  the  depth  of 
water  from  13  to  1  7  fathoms,  we  continued  our 
courfe  until  fix  in  the  evening,  when  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  returning  tide  being  ftronger  than 
that  of  the  wind,  we  anchored  in  15  fathoms 
water,  fandy  bottom.  In  this  fituation  the 
mountains  feen  over  cape  Douglas  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  5  E.  diflant  35  leagues;  mount  St.  Au- 
guftin  S.  6  W  ;  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  moft 
northern  opening  or  found,  S.  20  W.  diflant  IQ 
miles;  the  Volcano,  S.  28  W. ;  a  remarkably 
lofty  mountain  on  the  w^eft  fhore,  S.  85  W. ;  the 
north  extreme  of  the  lov\^  iOand,  in  a  line  wdth 
another  high  diflant  mountain,  ‘N.  4  E. ;  its 
nearefl  fhore  eafl,  diflant  two  miles ;  its  foutli 
point  S.  75  E.  a  league  diftant;  beyond  which 
the  eaflern  fhore  w^as  feen  firetching  to  S.  41  E. ; 
and  the  nearefl  part  of  the  wefteni  fhore  N.  87 
W.  about  four  miles  diflant :  this  is  a  fteep  cliff 
moderately  high  ;  the  fhore  on  either  fide  is  a 
low  flat  beach,  particularly  to  the  northw^ard, 
wdiere  the  margin  of  low  land  is  of  a  greater  exr 
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tent  than  we  had  noticed  further  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  from  the  bafe  of  the  mountains,  which, 
fo  far  as  we  were  able  to  difcern,  are  a  conncfted 
and  undivided  barrier  along  the  wcftern  fide  of 
the  river.  Our  latitude  at  this  anchorage  w^as 
50®  23^',  longitude  208°  33^  The  night  tide 
not  fervlng  our  purpofe,  we  waited  the  return  of 
the 'flood  on  the  following;  dav,  Thurfdav  the 
1  7 th,  but  as  that  would  not  take  place  until 
about  noon,  I  employed  the  morning  by  making 
an  excurfion  to  the  ifland. 

'  Wc  landed  with  tolerable  eafe  on  the  fouth 
point  of  what  at  high  water  forms  a  fliallow  bay, 
but  at  low  tide  is  a  flat  of  fand  and  mud,  on 
which  wxre  lying  innumerable  large  fragments 
of  rock  not  attached  to  the  fpot  on  which  they 
rcfted,  but  evidently  brought  and  depofited  there 
by  the  violence  of  the  tide,  or  by  fome  other  pow- 
crful  agency.  The  globular  form  which  moft 
of  them  had  acquired,  with  the  fmoothnefs  of 
their  flirface,  indicated  their  having  been  much 
fabjeefled  to  a  rolling  motion.  The  ifland  w^as 
in  moft  parts  covered  with  fmalf  pine  and  alder 
trees,  but  the  fnow  that  was  lying  very  deep  on 
the  ground  confined  our  walk  to  the  beach,  on 
which  were  lodged  fome  fmall  drift  wood,  and 
many  large  pieces  of  ice  that  feemed  to  have  been 
there  left  by  the  tides  that  had  flowxd  much 
higher  than  thofe  wTich  at  that  time  prevailed ; 

from 
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from  hence  we  were  induced  to  fuppofe  that  the 
froft  had  broken  up,  and  that  the  feverity  of  the 
then  weather  was  a  fecond  vifitation  of  winter. 
In  the  fnow  we  faw  the  tracks  of  fome  fmall 
animals,  and  on  the  beach  w-e  found  feme  pieces 
of  coal  refembling  the  cannel  coal.  The  fliip 
proceeded  at  flack  tide  with  a  light  breeze  from 
the  north- eaft,  flood  to  windward,  and  having 
advanced  about  four  miles  from  her  lafl  flation 
in  a  direflion  N.  N.  E.,  I  repaired  on  board. 

The  depth  of  water  had  now  (about  one 
o’clock)  decreafed  to  eight  fathoms ;  in  the  ex- 
peflation  of  finding  a  deeper  channel  we  again 
flood  towards  the  Ifland ;  the  foundings  however 
foon  decreafed  to  fix  fathoms,  and,  Immediately 
after,  the  fliip  grounded  in  15  feet  water;  here 
file  refled  for  a  fhort  time,  then  fwung  round, 
and  again  floated  with  a  jerk,  conveying  the  idea 
of  her  having  refled  on  a  round  flone,  fimilar  to 
thofe  found  on  the  beach  at  the  ifland.  The 
depth  foon  increafed,  as  we  proceeded  towards 
the  ifland,  to  15  fathoms,  where  we  anchored  to 
wait  for  the  ebb  tide,  in  order  that  w^e  might  re¬ 
turn  by  the  way  we  had  come,  as  little  advantage 
could  be  derived  by  perfifling  in  a  route  fo  intri¬ 
cate  and  unpleafant.  The  fhoal  on  which  the 
fliip  had  grounded  is  of  fome  extent,  it  flretches 
to  the  northward,  lies  between  fix  and  feven 
miles  from  the  main  land,  and  is  near  a  league 
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from  the  weft  hde  of  the  iftand  ;  where  alfo  a  flat 
extends  fome  diftance  into  the  river. 

.  The  objedl  I  had  in  view  being  now  fully  ac-- 
complifhed,  in  having  afcertained  that  the  weft- 
ern  fhore  behind  the  ifland  was  compadt,  I  deter-*- 
mined  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  furtheft 
extent  of  Captain  Cook’s  refearches,  and  from 
thence  to  carry  my  examination  into  execution  as 
circumftances  ftiould  diredl.  For  this  purpofe, 
about  feven  in  the  evening,  the  weather  being 
nearly  calm,  we  weighed,  and  committed  our- 
felves  to  the  influence  of  the  ebb  tide,  a  meafure 
that  in  regions  fo  unknown  cannot  be  defended 
as  being  the  moft  prudjat ;  yet  in  fervices  of  this 
nature  a  very  conflderable  degree  of  rifk  muft 
frequently  be  encountered,  or  the  accomplifli' 
incnt  of  particular  objedls  would  neceflarily  be 
prolonged  to  a  very  diftant  and  indefinite  period. 
The  truth  of  this  obfervation  was  very  foon  ex¬ 
hibited.  By  the  time  we  had  paiTed  about  a 
league  in  a  diredlion  S.  38  W.  from  the  anchor¬ 
age  that  we  had  quitted  in  the  forenoon,  we 
again  fuddenly  found  ourfeives  in  a  very  'fhallow 
water,  and  were  under  apprehenfions  of  being 
aground  every  inftant,  w^hich,  with  the  falling 
tide,  muft  have  been  attended  with  very  unplea- 
fant,  if  not  ferious,  confequences.  Whilft  in  this 
irkfome  ftate,  and  at  the  moment  wTen  our 
depth  had  decreafed  to  three  fathoms,  a  light 
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breeze  of  wind  providentially  fprang  up,  which 
rendered  the  fhlp  manageable,  and  permitted  us 
to  fteer  to  the  eaftward  ;  our  depth  then  foon 
increafed  to  7,  and  afterw^ards  gradually  to  30 
fathoms.  Having  kept  a  Ibuth-wefterly  courfe 
until  midnight,  and  at  that  time  reaching  no 

bottom  with  40  fathoms  of  line,  I  concluded  we 

\ 

were  far  to  the  fouthward  of  the  flioal  laid  down 
in  Captain  Cook’s  chart,  as  extending  from  the 
fouth  point  of  the  ifland. 

For  the  purpofe  of  taking  the  advantage  of  the 
flood  tide,  to  affift  our  progrefs  up  the  river,  al¬ 
though  w^e  confidered  the  flioal  to  lie  far  to  the 
north  of  us,  yet  that  w^e  might  run  no  rllk  w^e 
hauled  gradually  to  the  fouth  and  S.  S.  E.,  in 
order  to  pafs  it  at  fome  diftance;  this  precaution^ 
however,  availed  us  little,  for  we  had  not  ad¬ 
vanced  far  before  the  depth  of  water  w^as  again 
under  nine  fathoms  ;  and  inftantly  decreaiing  to 
four,  the  fhip  ftruck  wdth  fome  degree  of  violence, 
occafioned  by  a  very  heavy  fwell  from  the  ocean, 
that  for  fome  days  paft  had  been  attendant  on  the 
flood  tide.  About  one  o’clock,  having  a  fine 
commanding  breeze  from  the  N.  E.,  wc  fleered 
to  the  weftward  and  S.  W.,  but  to  no  purpofe, 
the  tide  having  more  influence  on  the  body  of 
the  flilp  than  the  wind  on  her  fails ;  in  this  very 
unpleafant  predicament  we  remained  nearly  fta- 
tionary  for  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  the  fhip 

M  4  frequently 


iSS  .  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [apRIL, 

frequently  ftriking,  and  fometime  fo  heavily  as 
to  occafion  conftant  apprehenfion  left  the  mafts 
fhould  come  by  the  board,  or  fome  worfe  acci¬ 
dent  befall  us.  Every  effort  to  get  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  fhoal  proving  ineffecftual,  we  had  no 
other  alternative  than  to  crofs  it  if  poffible,  by 
purfuing  an  oppofite  line  of  direction ;  this  at¬ 
tempt  however  feemed  to  be  full  of  danger,  as 
its  ftialloweft  part  appeared  by  the  breakers  to  be 
at  its  eaftern  extremity,  which  had  induced  me 
to  perfevere  fo  long  in  my  endeavours  to  get  to 
the  weftward.  The  attempt  was  made,  and  was 
happily  crowned  with  a  fuccefs  far  beyond  my 
moft  fanguine  expedlations.  After  having  got 
the  fhip’s  head  to  the  eaftward  fhe  ftruck  but 
once  more  (though  that  was  the  moft  violent 
and  alarming  fhock  we  had  fuftained)  in  croffing 
the  flioal ;  the  water  foon  after  deepened  to  1  o 
and  15  fathoms,  and  we  had  the  further  fatisfac- 
tion  of  finding  that  the  ftiip  made  no  water,  nor 
were  we  able  to  perceive  that  fhe  had  in  any 
other  refpeeft  received  the  leaft  damage. 

We  arrived  in  deep  water  juft  as  the  dawning 
of  day  enabled  us  to  procure  fome  angles,  which 
fhewed  that  we  had  paffed  the  fhoal  about  a 
league  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  fouth  point  of 
the  ifland,  and  (by  the  appearance  of  the  broken 
water  in  our  paffage)  nearly  over  its  middle,  as  it 
feemed  to  extend  full  a  league  further  in  that  di- 
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reition.  From  the  great  variety  in  the  foundings 
in  paffing  over  it,  it  fhould  appear  to  be  very  -un¬ 
even,  as  in  feveral  inftances,  when  the  fhip  ftruck 
violently,  or  when  flie  refted  on  tiie  ground,  the 
depth  by  the  lead  line  was  frequently  near  four 
fathoms,  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  waves  was 
by  no  means  equal  to  this  difference.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  this  fhoal  might  have  arrefted 
fome  fragments  of  rocks  limilar  to  thofe  before 
mentioned  ;  and  if  fo,  it  was  Infinitely  more  dan¬ 
gerous  to  contend  with  than  a  mere  fpit  of  fand, 
and  renders  our  prefervation  a  moft  providential 
event. 

-  We  continued  to  take  advantage  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  flood  to  windward  until  about  feven 
the  next  morning,  Friday  the  iSth,  when  on  the 
ebb  making,  we  anchored  off  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  ifland,  in  14  fathoms  water,  ftony  bottom, 
about  a  league  from  its  fliorc  ;  along  which  ex¬ 
tends  a  continuation  of  the  flioal  about  two  miles 
from  the  Ifland. 

I  fliould  be  wanting  in  juflice  to  our  Indian 
paflfengers,  were  I  to  omit  ftatlng  their  docility 
and  refpectful  behaviour  whilft  they  were  on 
board  ;  as  alfo  the  anxiety  they  expreflfed  for  our 
fafety,  lefl  the  veflcl  whilfl  flriking  fliould  break 
to  pieces ;  and  the  real  fatisfaftion  and  happinefs 
they  exhibited  on  being  given  to  underftand  that 
we  were  again  in  perfedt  fecurity. 


The 
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The  weather  now,  though  extremely  cold, 
(the, mercury  ftanding  at  25)  was  very  cheerful, 
and  afforded  us  an  excellent  view  of  the  fur¬ 
rounding  region,  compofed,  at  a  little  diftance 
•from  the  river,  of  ftupendous  mountains,  whofe 
rugged  and  romantic  forms,  clothed  in  a  perpe¬ 
tual  flieet  of  ice  and  fnow,  prefented  a  profpeef, 
though  magnificently  grand,  yet  dreary,  cold, 
and  inhofpltable.  In  themidft  of  thefe  appeared 
the  volcano  near  the  fummit  of  which,  from  two 
dlftinft  craters  on  its  fouth-eaftern  fide,  ,  were 
emitted  large  columns  of  whltifli  fmoke  ;  unlefs, 
as  was  fuppofed  by  fomc  on  board,  it  was  vapour 
arifing  from  hot  fprings  in  that  neighbourhood  ; 
but  how^  far  this  conjecture  was  confiRent  with 
the  feverity  of  the  climate  at  the  top  of  that  lofty 
mountain,  is  not  within  the  limits  of  my  judg¬ 
ment  to  determine. 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon,  we  were  furprlzed 
by  a  much  earlier  return  of  the  flood  tide  than 
we  had  expedled,  with  which,  and  a  light  vari¬ 
able  breeze,  we  diredted  our  courfe  to  the  north¬ 
ward.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  a  fteady 
|>reeze  from  the  N.  N.  W.,  which  enabled  us  to 
reach  the  narrows  by  feven  in  the  evening.  On 
the  return  of  the  ebb  v/e  became  again  ftationary 
in  1  7  fathoms  water.  Here  the  fhores  of  the 
river  were  comparatively  low,  or  only  moderately 
elevated,  jutting  out  Into  three  remarkable  fteep 
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cliffy  points.  Thefe  I  diftinguillied  by  the  names 
of  the  West,  North,  and  East  Forelands; 
the  two  former  are  on  the  weilern,  and  the  latter 
on  the  eaffern,  fliore ;  which,  from  the  ffation 
we  had  taken,  bore  by  compafs  as  follow :  the 
weft  Foreland,  forming  the  fouth-wxft  point  of 
the  narrows,  S.  28  W.,  about  four  miles  diftant; 
the  north  Foreland  N.  4  E.;  and  the  eaft  Fore¬ 
land,  forming  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  nar¬ 
rows,  N.  E. 

Here  we  were  vifited  by  two  of  the  natives,  in 
a  fmall  fkin  canoe,  who  underflanding;  what  re- 
ception  their  countrymen  had  met  with,  folicited 
the  fame  indulgence  ;  their  canoe  was  accord¬ 
ingly  taken  in,  and  they  'were  permitted  to  re¬ 
main  on  board.  One  of  thefe,  w  hofe  name  w^as 
Sal-tarty  poiTeffing  fome  apparent  fuperlorlty  over 
the  reft,  prefeiited  me  with  fome  martin  fkins, 
and  received  in  return  fome  iron,  beads,  a  few 
other  trinkets,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  fnufF  and 
tobacco,  all  of  which  he  feemed  to  value  very 
highly.  Thefe  people  appeared  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Ruffians,  of  w’^hofe  language  they  feem¬ 
ed  to  fpeak  fcveral  words ;  but  our  very  confined 
knowledge  of  that,  as  well  as  our  total  ignorance 
of  their  native  tongue,  prevented  our  acquiring 
the  information  which,  from  the  intelligent  ap¬ 
pearance  of  thefe  very  civil  and  well-behaved 
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ftrangers,  wc  might  otherwife  have  been  enabled 
.'to  obtain. 

The  ebb  tide  ran  at  the  rate  of  hve  miles  per 
hour;  and  at  half  paft  one  on  Saturday  morning 
the  IQth,  the  flood  returned  with  equal  rapidity; 
and  having  by  three  o’clock  increafed  v/ith  a 
velocity  that  the  beft  bower  cable  was  unequal 
to  refill,  it  broke,  and  the  buoy  linking  by  the 
llrcnffth  of  the  current,  the  anchor  and  cable 
were  irrecoverably  loll.  This  was  an  accident 
that  gave  me  very  fcrlous  concern,  fince  our  llock 
of  thefe  important  llores  was  already  very  much 
reduced.  As  it  v^as  now  becoming  day-light 
we  proceeded  up  the  river,  with  the  flood  tide 
and  a  light  variable  breeze  in  the  northern  quar¬ 
ter,  attended  with  very  fevere  weather  ;  the  mer¬ 
cury  being  at  18.  We  kept  near  the  wellern 
fhore  to  avoid  being  entangled  with  the  llioal  on 
which  the  Refolution  had  grounded,  and  by  that 
means  loll  much  of  the  influence  of  the  flood  ; 
fo  that  on  the  ebb  making  about  feven  o’clock, 
w^e  had  not  advanced  more  than  two  leagues. 
Here  we  again  anchored  in  13  fathoms  water; 
the  Vvxll  Foreland  by  compafs  bearing  S.  14  E., 
dillant  nine  miles  ;  the  north  Foreland  N.  35  E. 
the  call  Foreland  S.  Ol  E.  ;  and  the  volcano  S. 
12  W.  The  obferved  latitude  was  5F,  but 
we  were  not  able  to  procure  any  obfervations  for 
the  variation. 

OU; 
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Our  Indian  friends,  who  we  had  Imagined 
wxre  on  their  return  from  an  excurfion  down 
the  river  at  the  time  we  met  with  them,  now 
gave  us  to  underftand  that  their  habitations  were 
in  this  neighbourhood,  on  the  weftern  fliore,  and 
defired  to  take  their  leave  ;  they  departed,  lliew- 
ing  a  very  high  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  klnd- 
nefs  and  attention  with  which  they  had  been 
treated.  Whilft  on  board  they  had  behaved  with 
a  degree  of  modefty  and  decorum  rarely  found 
amongfl:  men  in  a  far  more  civilized  ftate ;  and 
notwithftandiiig  they  had  been  conftantly  ex- 
pofed  to  temptations,  by  articles  lying  in  their 
way  which  w^ere  of  the  moft  valuable  nature  in 
their  eftlmation,  not  the  moft  trifling  thing  v^as 
miffed,  nor  did  their  honefty  in  any  refped;  fuffcr 
the  leaft  impeachment.  They  repofed  the  ut- 
moft  confidence  in  our  Integrity,  and  confidercd 
themfelves  as  much  at  home  In  our  fociety,  as 
if  we  had  long  been  their  moft  Intimate  friends. 
In  fliort,  if  the  conduct  they  exhibited  during  the 
time  they  paffcd  with  us,  is  to  be  received  as 
their  general  national  charad.er,  it  indicates  them 
to  be  a  people  unadiuated  by  ambition,  jealouf)% 
or  avarice  ;  the  paffions  w  hich  fo  ftrongly  operate 
on  the  human  fpecies,  to  produce  a  conftant 
dread  and  variance  with  each  other,  and  ftimu- 
late  to  afts  of  oppreffion,  violence  and  rapacity, 


as 


174  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [^APRiLj 

as  well  on  their  neareft  nei  eh  hours  as  the  moft 

o 

diftaiit  ftran<2;ers. 

O 

At  low  tide  the  inoal  v/e  purpofcd  to  avoid 
was  fcen  from  the  maft~head  to  the  north- eaft- 
ward,  between  which  and  the  weftern  diore,  on 
the  return  of  the  flood  tide,  about  two  o’clock 
our  route  was  directed,  with  a  frefli  breeze  from 
the  N.  N.  W.  which  obliged  us  to  ply,  keeping 
nearer  the  fliore  than  the  flioah  The  foundings 
from  mid- channel  towards  the  flaoal  were  twenty 
fathoms  and  upwards,  but  towards  the  land  the 
depth  regularly  decreafed  to  13  and  10  fathoms. 
The  gale  reduced  us  to  double-reefed  topfalls  and 
forefall,  and  was  accompanied  by  fo  fevere  a  froft, 
that  the  fpray  became  inftantly  frozen  and  fell 
on  the  decks  like  fleet,  or  fmall  particles  of  fnow, 
and  the  water  that  was  brought  up  with  the  lead¬ 
line,  although  In  conftant  motion,  cafed  it  in- 
tlrely  with  ice.  On  meeting  the  ebb  tide  in  the 
evening,  we  anchored  in  15  fathoms  water,  about 
two  leagues  to  the  north-eafliward  of  the  north 
Foreland,  and  about  a  league  from  the  wxftern 
fhore.  During  the  night  a  quantity  of  loofe  ice 
palTed  the  fbip,  and  in  the  morning  of  Sunday 
the  20th  the  wind  blew  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
N.  W.,  with  intenfely  cold  weather,  the  mer- 

^  I 

cury  {landing  at  7|-.  Flaving  both  wind  and  tide 
in  our.  favor,  about  three  o’clock  we  proceeded 

towards 
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towards  the  northern  or  main  branch  of  the 
river,  bnt  were  foon  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  a  dry  flioal  in  the  direction  of  our  courfe. 
This  appearance  was  very  unexpe(5led,  as  we  were 
then  nearly  purfuing  the  former  track  of  the  Re- 
folution  and  Difeovery,  which  could  fcarcely 
have  paffed  fuch  a  llioal  unnoticed.  Many  large 
lumps,  like  rocks  of  confiderable  fize,  were  Ivins: 
upon  it,  which  at  length  induced  me  to  believe, 
that  what  we  had  taken  for  a  flioal  w^ould  be 
found  to  be  only  a  body  of  dirty  ice.  We  had 
how^ever  contended  fafficlently  with  dangers  of 
this  fort,  and  having  underftood  that  a  Spanifli ' 
officer  had  found  the  navigation  of  this  extenfive 
river  intirely  clofed  by  fhoals  and  fand  banks, 
extending  from  fide  to  fide  fome  leagues  lower 
dowm  than  where  Captain  Cook  had  anchored,  I 
•did  not  think  it  prudent  to  proceed  until  fome 
examination  ffiould  have  taken  place  ;  efpecially 
as  fome  of  the  crew^  v/ere  already  froft- bitten, 
and  in  the  event  of  our  getting  a-ground,  the 
carrying  out  anchors,  and  other  duties  confequent 
-upon  fuch  an  accident,  might  expofe  others  to 
•the  like  inconvenience.  For  thefe  reafons  we 
again  anchored,  and  after  the  fun  had  flione 
about  three  hours,  I  dlfpatched  Mr.  Whidbey  in 
the  cutter  to  afeertain  the  m.atter  in  doubt. 
About  ten  in  the  forenoon  he  returned,  having 
gone  feveral  miles  beyond  where  the  fhoal  was 

fuppofed 
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fuppofcd  to  liave  been  feen,  without  meeting  lefs 
than  from  14  to  1  7  fathoms  Vv^ater.  The  appear- 

i 

.aiice  that  had  been  mlftaken  for  a  fhoal  proved 
to  be  floating  icc,  which  had  been  carried  rapidly 
irom  the  flnp  with  the  ftrength  of  the  tide,  and 
then  difappeared,  giving  it,  in  the  gray  of  the 
•morning,  the  femblance  of  a  fhoal  overflowed  by 
the  flood  tide  ;  this  was  manifefted  by  the  return 
of  the  next  ebb,  v/hen,  about  noon,  our  horizon 
was  cncompaiTcd  in  moft  directions  with  floating 
Ice,  of  various  fhapes,  magnitudes,  and  colours. 
The  weather  was  calm  and  ferene,  though  in- 
tenfely  cold,  and  the  ebb  tide  obliging  us  to  re¬ 
main  fiationary,  afforded  a  good  opportunity  for 
making'fuch  obfervatlons  as  were  become  requi- 
fite:  by  thefe  the  latitude  was  found  to  be  Gl®  lOh 
longitude  210'';  and  the  variation  in  fix  fets  of 
azimuths,  by  two  compafles,  fhewxd  the  mean 
refult  to  be  29^48^  eafterly,  differing  very  mate- 
lially  from  our  laft  obfervatlons,  notwdthftanding 
that  the  two  flations  w^ere  not  30  leagues  apart; 
the  latter,  however,  I  confldered  to  be  the  moft 
correbl.  In  this  fituation  the  north  Foreland 
bore  by  cornpafs  S.  28  W.  ;  the  neareft  iliore  S. 
74  W.  about  a  league  off;  the  Ifiand  lying  be¬ 
fore  the  river  Turnagain,  N.  55  E. ;  the  entrance 
of  that  river,  70  E.  ;  point  Poffeffion,  N.  87 
E.;  and  the  volcano,  S,  15  W.  diftant  32  leagues. 
Favored  with  the  flood  tide,  and  a  foutherly 

breeze. 
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breeze,  about  three  o’clock  we  refumed  our 
courfe  as  beforementioned,  and  had  foundings 
from  13  to  17  fathoms  until  feven  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  when  we  fuddenly  came  into’  fix  and  four 
fathoms ;  but  on  hauling  a  little  to  the  fouth  the 
water  again  deepened  to  fix  fathoms,  in  which 
we  anchored.  The  weft  point  of  entrance  into 
the  northern  branch  of  the  river,  by  compafs  bore 
N.  48  E.  five  leagues  diftant  ;  its  eaft  point,  N* 
55  E.  ;  Turnagain  iftand,  from  N.  03  E.  to  eaft, 
and  point  Pofleflion,  S.  35  E.  diftant  ten  miles* 
Four  large  pieces  of  ice  were  aground  to  the 
north  of  us ;  and  as  we  were  about  four  miles  to 
the  north  of  Captain  Cook’s  track,  and  a  league 
to  the  fouth  of  the  fhoal  laid  dov/n  by  him  as 
extending  from  the  northern  fhorc,  I  confidered 
the  fhoal  we  had  anchored  near  to  have  been  one 
that  had  efcaped  his  notice. 

The  wind  blew  a  ftrong  gale  in  the  night  from 
the  N.  N.  W.  the  weather  vras  intenfely  cold, 
attended  with  a  heavy  fall  of  very  fmall  hard 
frozen  fnow,  that  prevented  our  feeing  very  far 
about  us  until  the  afternoon  of  Monday  the  21  ft, 

m 

when  the  weather  clearing  up  about  the  time  oi 
low  water,  our  fituation  veas  difcovered  to  be 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  an  extenfivx  dry 
flioal,  bearing  by  compafs  from  S.  74  W.  to  N. 
54  E.  ;  evidently  connedled  v»uth,  and  lying  along 
the  northern  fnare  of,  the  river,  winch  was  at  the 

VoL.  V.  N  difrance 
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diftance  of  about  five  miles,  and  had  the  appear¬ 
ance,  by  the  direftlon  it  took,  of  joining  on  to 
the  weft  point  of  its  northern  branch.  This  left 
no  doubt  of  its  being  the  fame  fhoal  as  that  deli¬ 
neated  in  Captain  Cook’s  chart,  although  by  our 
obfervations  both  the  fhoal  and  its  adjoining  fhore 
fcem  to  lie  fome  miles  further  to  the  fouth  than 
is  there  reprefented. 

The  weather  continuing  to  be  fair,  and  having 
a  commanding;  breeze  from  the  N.  N.  W.  we 
proceeded  to  the  north-eaft  along  the  edge  of  the 
llioal  in  foundings  from  1  3  to  IQ  fathoms  w^ater, 
until  about  four  o’clock,  when  the  depth  again 
decreafed  to  fix  fathoms  and  a  half.  We  ftood 
tow^ards  Turnagain  ifland,  but  not  finding  a 
deeper  channel,  we  anchored,  in  order  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  pafTage  before  we  fhould  proceed  fur¬ 
ther.  On  this  fervice  Mr.  Whidbey  was  dlf- 
patched  at  day-light  the  next  morning,  Tuefday 
the  22d,  with  two  boats,  and  he  returned  about 
noon,  having  found  in  the  channel  a  depth  of 
w^ater  from  feveh  '  to  feventeen  fathoms,  the 
deepeft  w^ater  being  on  the  ifiand  fide. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  we  w'eighed  anchor, 
with  the  ftood  and  a  light  wxfterly  breeze ;  but 
our  fails  had  not  fufiicient  influence- to  ail  agalnft 
the  ftrength  of  the  tide,  which,  in  fpite  of  every 
endeavor  to  the  Contrary,  prcfTcd  us  tow'ard  the 
ftioals,  forming  the  northern  fide  of  the  channel ; 

here 
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•here  the  fhlp  grounded  for  a  fliort  fpace  of  time, 
and  again  floated  without  occafioning  us  the  leafl: 
trouble  ;  the  wind  from  the  weftward  becoming 
at  this  juncture  fomewhat  more  powerful,  w^e 
hauled  acrofs  the  channel  into  feven  fathoms 
water,  where  wx  again  anchored,  having  now  ad¬ 
vanced  as  far  as  the  paflage  had  been  examined. 

A  favorable  change  had' this  day  taken  place  in 
our  climate  ;  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
had  rifen  to  30,  the  weather  was  ferene,  the  aii 
comparatively  mild,  and  wc  again  flattered  our- 
felves  that  a  more  temoerate  feafon  was  at  length 

A  O 

approaching. 

.  The  next  morning,  Wednefday  the  23d,  we 
difeovered  on  the  furface  of  the  w^ater  innumer¬ 
able  large  pieces  of  floating  ice,  v/hich  wxre  drift¬ 
ed  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  with  great  violence 
againfl:  the  fhip’s  bows,  but  fortunately  they  were 
not  of  fufficient  magnitude  to  do  us  any  injury. 
They  howxver  prevented  the  boats  being  hoifted 
out  until  ei2:ht  o’clock,  w^hen  Mr.  Whidbey 
again  proceeded  in  queft  of  a  convenient  flation 
for  the  fliip,  within  the  entrance  of  the  northern 
branch  ;  this  fervice  engaged  him  until  two  in 
the  afternoon,  when  he  returned,  and  reported 
that  from  the  fliip’s  anchorage  the  depth  of  water 
had  "gradually  incrcafed  to  10  and  15  fathoms, 
'Until  he  had  reached  the  points  of  entrance,  be¬ 
tween  which  he  had  found  20  fathoms,  and 
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within  them  from  2(5  to*  10  fathoms,  but  this 
depth  was  by  no  means  regular.  He  had  then 
direfted  his  refearches  fome  diftance  further  up 
the  branch  than  the  boats  from  the  Refolution 
and  the  Difcovery  had  penetrated  in  the  year 
'‘17/8,  and  found  all  the  fhores  round  to  the 
northward  compofed  of  compa6l  low  land ;  and 
tinlefs  the  branch  took  a  very  fharp  turn  to  the 
caft  or  S.  E.  it  had  every  appearance  of  terminat¬ 
ing  not  many  miles  beyond  the  extent  of  his  ex¬ 
amination,  in  a  fpacious  bafon  or  harbour. 

This  account  difappointed  my  expectations,  as 
it  was  not  eafily  reconcileable  with  the  idea  we 
had  formed  of  the  interior  diftance  to  which  we 
lliould  be  led  by  the  waters  of  this  extenfive  open¬ 
ing.  The  prefumption  that  our  progrefs  would 
fpeedily  be  ftopped,  became  by  this  information 
very  ftrong ;  but  as  that  point  remained  yet  to 
be  proved,  I  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  my 
former  intention,  and  weighing  with  the  flood 
about  five  in  the  evening,  we  fteered  for  the  ba¬ 
fon  or  harbour  deferibed  by  Mr.  Whidbey ;  and 
which,  although  by  his  account  capable  of  afford¬ 
ing  us  proteftion  and  flielter  againft  the  wdnds  or 
the  fea,  did  not  promife  any  very  agreeable  com¬ 
munication  with  the  fliore.  Our  progrefs  was 
uninterrupted,  and  having  about  nine  at  night' 
reached  the  limits  of  Mr.  Whidbey’s  examina¬ 
tion,  we  anchored  near  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 

harbour 
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harbour  in  feven  fathoms  water,  black  fandy 
bottom. 

The  weather  was  fair  the  next  morning,  Thurf- 
day  the  24th,  and  at  low  tide  a  dry  Ihoal  was  feen 
ftretching  from  a  high  cliffy  point  to  the  north¬ 
ward  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  where  the  river  took 
an  eaftwardly  diredlion.  This  flioal  feemed  to 
be  connedled  with  the  cliffy  point,  and  to  be 
fome  feet  above  water,  forming  as  it  were  a  ridge 
that  extended  towards  the  north-weft  or  oppo-^ 
fite  fhore,  and  was  apparently  nnited  to  that  fide 
alfo;  at  any  rate,  it  was  evident  that  if  a  channel 
did  exift  it  could  only  be  a  very  narrow  one,  and 
our  curiofity  became  greatly  excited  by  the  ap¬ 
pearances  before  us.  For  our  fatisfadfion  in  this 
particular,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  finding  a  more 
convenient  ftation  for  the  lliip,  and  a  fupply  of 
frefh  water,  I  made  an  excurfion  after  breakfaft, 
accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers. 

We  had  not  long  quitted  the  fhip,  before  we 
found  a  ftream  of  excellent  water  on  the  eaftern 
fhore,  which,  with  little  labour  in  clearing  away 
the  ice,  could  be  very  conveniently  obtained. 
Our  attention  was  now  principally  direfted  to  a 
bay  or  cove,  that  feemed  to  be  fituated  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  cliffy  point  before^ mentioned, 
where  I  entertained  hopes  of  finding  a  commo¬ 
dious  refting  place  for  the  flilp,  free  from  the  in¬ 
convenience  of  the  drifting  ice,,  which  feemed 
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likely  to  occafion  us  much  annoyance.  On 
reaching  the  fouth  point  of  this  bay,  we  obferved 
near  the  edge  of  the  fteep  cliffs  that  form  it,  fome 
houfes  ;  thefe  we  vifited,  but  found  them  fcarcely 
more  than  the  fkeletons  of  habitations,  that  had 
apparently  been  fome  time  deferted.  The  large 
ones  were  four  in  number,  of  a  different  fhape 
and  conftrudlion  to  any  of  the  houfes  of  the 
North  Weft  American  Indians  we  had  yet  feen. 
One  of  thefe  w^as  twenty-four  feet  long,  and 
about  fourteen  feet  wide,  built  with  upright  and 
crofs  fpars,  had  been  covered  in  with  the  bark  of 
the  birch  tree,  and  when  in  good  repair  muft 
have  been  a  very  tolerably  comfortable  dwelling. 
Their  fliape  refembled  that  of  a  barn,  the  fides 
perpendicular  about  nine  feet  high,  and  the  top 
of  the  roof  about  four  feet  higher,  which  inclined 
uniformlv  from  the  fides  until  it  met  in  the 

■  *  i 

middft.  Bcfide  thefe  there  wxre  two  or  three 
fmaller  tenements  or  hovels  half  under  ground, 
and  built  more  after  the  prevailing  fafhion  of  the 
native  inhabitants  of  thefe  regions.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  in  addition  tp  the  fpars  of  which  the 
larger  houfes  w^ere  formed,  having  all  been  cut 
down  by  axes,  and  evidently  by  perfons  accuf  • 
tomed  to  fuch  tools,  Induced  us  to  fuppofe  that 
this  village  had  been  the  refidence  of  a  party  of 
Ruffians,  or  fome  other  European  vifitors,  not 
only  from  the  coiiftrudlion  of  the  larger  houfes, 

but 


1794.]  '  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  183 

but  from  the  circumftance  of  thefe  Indians  not 
having  yet  been  induced  to  make  the  leall  ufe  of 
the  axe,  but  univerfally  preferring  and  ufing  iron 
tools  in  the  form  of  the  knife  or  cjiifel. 

.  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the  examination 
of  the  bay.  On  founding  from  point  to  point, 
the  deepeft  water  was  not  found  to  exceed  from 
four  to  five  fathoms,  and  this  nearly  at  the  top 
of  the  flood.  And  as  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide 
according  to  our  menfuration  was  not  lefs  than 
four  fathoms,  this  part  of  the  bay  mufi:  ncceffarily 
be  nearly  dry  at  low  water.  After  paflTing  to 
the  north  of  the  high  cliffy  point  to  which  at 
low  tide  the  fhoal  had  appeared  to  be  united, 
we  had  for  the  fpace  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  nine 
and  ten  fathoms  water,  but  on  fleering  over  to¬ 
wards  the  oppofite  or  north- wefl  fliore  the  depth 
inflantly  decreafed  to  four  and  three  fathoms, 
and  by  keeping  as  nearly  as  we  could  judge  on 
the  flioal  ridge  leen  from  the  fliip,  .the  depth 
was  found  to  be  from  twenty  to  fourteen  feet 
water,  until  within  a  little  diflance  of  the 
north-well  fide,  when  we  had  a  few  calls  of 
feven  and  a  half  fathoms.  At  this  time  it  was 
the  top  of  high  ,water  neap  tides. 

Being  unprovided  for  a  more  comprehenfive 
furvey,  we  left  for  future  examination  the  width 
of  thefe  fmall  fpaces  of  deep  water ;  as  likewife 
the  afeertaining  whether  this  flioal  conflituted 

N  4  only 


184  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [^APRIL, 

only  a  bar,  'and  whether  the  extenfive  iheet  of 
water  to  the  E.  N.  E.  became  again  navigable 
for  llilpping,  and  ftretched  to  any  remote  diftance 
in  that  direction.  The  general  appearance  of 
the  country  indicated  the  contrary,  as  the  fhores, 
in  every  diredlioii  in  which  we  had  feen  them, 
had  uniformly  appeared  to  defcend  gradually, 
from  the  mountains  to  their  termination  at  the 
water-fide,  in  low  flat  land,  apparently  firm  and 
compact ;  fliould  thefe  waters  therefore  penetrate 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  view’,  their  courfe  mufl: 
have  been  betw^een  interlocking  points  at  no 
great  diftance  from  each  other. 

Our  curiofity  fo  far  fatisfied,  w^e  returned  to  the 
flilp,  not  very  w^ell  able  to  reconcile  with  each 
other  the  feveral  circumftances  that  had  thus 
fallen  under  our  obfprvation ;  namely,  the  ra¬ 
pidity  and  regularity  of  the  tide  forming  equal 
intervals  of  flood  and  ebb,  both  of  equal  ftrength, 
and  fetting  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour ; 
with  the  w^ater,  even  at  dead  lo\v  tide,  little,  if 
at  all,  frefher  than  that  of  the  ocean,  although  at 
the  diftance  of  near  70  leagues  from  the  fea. 

Thefe  feveral  circumftances  could  not  be  con- 

♦ 

fidered,  notwithftanding  the  appearance  of  the 
fhores,  as  indications  of  an  early  termination  of 
this  extenfive  opening  on  the  coaft. 

The  watering  place  to  which  I  intended  to 
refort  lying  to  the  fouth  of  our  anchorage,  we 
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weighed  with  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb,  in  order 
to  place  the  fhip  as  conveniently  to  it  as  the 
fhores  would  admit ;  but  in  attempting  this,  the 
fhip  ran  a-ground  on  a  flioal  that  had  efcaped 
our  obfervation,  lying  between  our  laft  anchorage, 
and  the  fhore.  An  anchor  was  Immediately  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  on  the  return  of  the  flood  the  vef- 
fel  was  hove  off,  without  having  received  any 
apparent  injury. 

The  next  morning,  Friday  the  25th,  Mr. 
Swaine  was  fent  with  a  party  to  clear  away 
the  ice  before  the  run  of  water,  and  prepare  a 
convenient  fpot  for  the  reception  of  the  cafks ; 
whilft  another  boat  was  employed  in  iearch  of 
the  moft  convenient  anchorage  for  the  fhip.  This 
being  found  about  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
run  of  water,  we  proceeded  in  the  evening,  took 
our  ftation  there,  and  moored  with  a  cable  each 
way  in  five  fathoms  depth  at  low  water,  fbft 
bottom,  compofed  of  fmall  loofe  ftones,  and  fine 
black  fand. 


CHAPTER 
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Dangerous  Situation  of  the  Ship  In  Confequence  of 
Ice — -Examination  of  the  upper  Fart  of  Cook's 
River — Its  final  Termination  proving  It  to  he  o?ily 


an  extenfive  Arm  of  the  Sea,  It  obtains  the  Name 
of  Cook's  Inlet — Joined  hy  the  Chatham — Mr. 


Puget's  Narrative  during  the  Separation  of  the 
two  Vejfels — Vlfited  hy  Ruffians — Q^ult  Cook's 
■  Inlet — Afironomlcal  and  nautical  Obfervatlons. 


AVING  taken  a  Ration  as  conveniently  to 


A-X  the  fhore  as  circumftances  would  permit, 
on  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  26th,  we  fat 
ourfelves  eanieftiy  about  the  feveral  neceffary  du¬ 
ties  we  had  to  perform,  amongft  which  was  the 
procuring  of  wood  and  water  from  the  fliore. 
This  fervice  was  greatly  interrupted  by  the  float¬ 
ing  ice,  which  by  the  rapidity  of  the  tides  was 
rendered  very  dangerous  to  our  boats,  the  utmoft 
caution  being  required  to  prevent  their  being 
cruflied,  not  only  when  they  were  along  the  fide 
of  the  fliip,  but  in  their  communication  with  the 
land,  by  the  ice  v/hich  was  in  motion,  and  by 
that  lodged  on  the  fhore  ;  againfi:  which  the 
more  buoyant  maffes,  though  of  confiderable  fize. 
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were  driven  with  great  violence  and  dafhed  to 
pieces.  Some  anxiety  was  like  wife  felt  for  the 
lafety  of  our  cables,  though  every  precaution  in 
our  power  was  taken  for  their  prote61ion. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by  twenty-.^ 
three  of  the  natives  in  a  large  fkin  canoe,  Thefe 
people  w^ere  deftltute  of  any  w^eapons,  and  w^ere 
conducted  by  a  young  chief,  named  Chatidooltz, 
w  ho  feemed  to  poflefs  great  authority,  and  to  be 
treated  with  much  refpefl  by  every  individual  of 
the  party ;  whofe  humble  demeanor  manifefted 
the  inferiority  of  them  a!!,  excepting  one  named 
Kaniftooch^  who  appeared  to  be  fo  me  what  younger 
than  the  chief,  and  to  whom  alfo  the  reft  ftiewed 
much  attention.  This  man  attended  the  chief 
on  all  occafions,  and  was  the  only  one  v/ho  was 
permitted  to  fit  on  the  fame  feat  wdth  him,  the 
others  fquatting  themfelves  down  on  the  deck. 
At  firft  half  a  dozen  only  w^ere  admitted  on  board, 
but  towards  the  evening  the  chief  earneftly  foli- 
cited  that  they  might  all  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
fliip,  and  that  their  canoe  might  be  taken  on 
board.  Apprehenfive  that  fome  pilfering  ads 
might  be  committed,  I  made  the  chief  acquainted 
with  my  fufpicions,  and  the  confequent  objec¬ 
tion  I  had  to  their  fteeping  on  board.  This, 
though  w^e  were  totally  unacquainted  wdth  each 
others  language,  w^as  communicated  byfignstoo 
expreffive  of  our  meanings  to  be  miftaken,  as 

i 
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were  the  affiirances  of  the  chief  that  I  might  rely 
on  their  honefty  ;  at  the  fame  time  exprelling 
much  apprehenfion  for  the  fafety  of  his  people 
and  their  canoe,  who  were  in  a  dangerous  pre¬ 
dicament,  from  the  large  maffes  of  ice  that  were 
now  pafling  the  fhip.  Thefe  arguments,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  extremely  good  behaviour  of  thofe 
few  of  their  countrymen  who  had  vifited  us,  not 
many  leagues  from  our  then  ftation,  induced  me 
to  comply  with  the  earneft  defire  of  ChatidooltZf 
and  on  their  coming  on  board  each  prefented  me 
with  one  or  two  martin  fkins.  They  feemed  to 
be  highly  gratified  with  the  indulgence  granted 
them,  fcrupuloufly  exadl  in  every  particular,  and 
behaved  with  a  degree  of  modefty  and  caution 
left  they  fhould  give  offence,  that  was  beyond 
example,  and  extremely  engaging. 

Some  of  our  gentlemen  in  queft  of  game  on 
Ihore,  had  fallen  in  with  a  family  of  about  18 
Indians,  from  whom  they  received  the  kindeft  at¬ 
tention  and  civility ;  and  they  had  in  return  in¬ 
vited  four  or  five  of  them  on  board,  which  invi¬ 
tation  they  readily  accepted.  The  latter  party 
were  evidently  of  a  different  tribe  or  fociety  from 
thofe  with  Cliatidooltz  ;  but  they  neverthelefs 
were  upon  amicable  and  friendly  terms,  and  paf- 
fed  a  moft  cheerful  evening  together,  and  feem- 
ingly  much  to  their  mutual  fatisfaclion.  After 
eating  a  hearty  fupper  of  fait  meat  and  blfcuit. 
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they  refted  very  quietly  until  the  next  morning,' 
when  each  of  the  party  received  from  me  pre- 
fents  of  fnufF  and  tobacco,  ear-iliells,  iron  chi- 
fels,  beads,  hawk’s  bells,  buttons  and  needles, 
all  of  which  feemed  to  be  highly  valued,  and 
w^ere  accepted  with  expreffions  of  the  mofl;  gratc- 
iul  acknowledgment. 

On  Sunday  the  27th,  as  the  drift  ice  did  not 
feem  to  be  in  fuch  abundance  as  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  day,  the  chief  and  his  party  took  their  leave, 
and  evinced  their  approbation  of  the  treatment 
they  had  received  by  finging  as  they  paddled 
round  the  fliip  ;  on  which  occafion  ChaUdooltz^ 
.being  the  only  one  ixanding  up  in  the  canoe, 
performed  many  antic  tricks  that  were  very  ludi¬ 
crous.  The  behaviour  of  thefe  people  whilft  on 
board  was  perfedlly  correfpondent  with  the  affu- 
rances  given  by  their  chief,  and  was  in  every  re- 
fpedf,  not  only  free  from  the  lead  cenfure,  but 
deferving  the  highefi:  commendation.  They  were 

.  permitted  without  any  reftrainj  to  go  where  they 

/ 

pleafed,  and  to  fatisfy  their  curioiity  in  examin¬ 
ing  whatever  attracled  their  attention,  and  with¬ 
out  incurring  the  lead  dlfapprobation.  The  chict 
promifed  to  repeat  his  vifit  in  the  courle  of  a  few 
days ;  and  I  endeavoured  to  make  him  under- 
darid  that  game  or  fiili  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  us,  but  the  fig'ns  he  made  in  return  did  not 
encourage  us  to  hope  for  a  fupply  ol  thefe  refrefh- 
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ments ;  on  the  contrary,  he  requeftcd  and  pro¬ 
cured  fome  bread  and  meat  to  take  home  with 
him,  which  evinced  that  food  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year  with  them>  was  not  in  abundance. 

Monday  the  28th. — Since  the  2lfl:,  the  wea¬ 
ther  had  been  very  ferene,  and  the  intenfity  of 
the  cold  had  greatly  abated  ;  the  thermometer  in 
the  day  time  now  ftood  at  40,  and  the  nights 
were  attended  with  little  frofl. 

Anxious  to  avoid  every  poffible  delay,  Mr. 
Whidbey,  with  two  boats  equipped  for  ten  days, 
was  difpatched  with  diredtions  to  examine  the 
river  Turnagain,  fo  long  as  his  ftores  and  provi- 
fions  lliould  laft ;  but  ihould  that  river  be  foon 
found  to  terminate,  then  to  profecute  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  eaftern  fhore  to  the  eaft  Fore¬ 
land,  from  thence  acrofs  the  river  to  the  weft 
Foreland,  and  to  continue  his  fiirvey  along  the 
weftern  lliore  back  to  the  ftation  of  the  fhip  ; 
having  fuppofed  from  the  appearance  of  the  land 
that  an  opening,  which  might  prove  cxtenfivc, 
did  exift  a  fevv^  leagues  to  the  north-eaftward  of 
the  north  Foreland.  In  the  mean  time  I  fliould 
endeavour,  as  foon  as  our  bufmefs  on  board  Vvas 
tolerably  forward,  to  fatisfy  myfelf  with  refpeef 
to  the  termination  or  further  extent  of  thefe 
waters. 

The  drift  ice  already  mentioned  as  cxceffively 
troublefome,  and  greatly  obftrudting  our  opera¬ 
tions 
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tions  with  .the  fhore,  had  latterly  been  confidered 
in  a  diminifhing  ftate  ;  but  contrary  to  our  ex- 
pedlations,  it  was  much  augmented  by  the  flood 
tide,  and  large  mafles,  forming  almoft  complete 
fields  of  ice,  were  driven  by  the  increafed  rapi¬ 
dity  of  the  fpring  tides  (that  now  moved  at  the 
rate  of  nearly  five  miles  an  hour)  againft  the  bows 
of  the  fhip  with  alarming  violence,  and  made  me 
regret  too  late  having  difpatched  the  boats ;  not 
only  on  account  of  their  fafety,  for  w^hich  I  be¬ 
came  very  apprchenfive  ;  but  alfo,  left  we  ftiould 
be  driven  from  our  ftation  by  this  pow^erful  op¬ 
ponent,  without  being  able  to  leave  on  fliore  any 
iiiftrudlions  for  their  direftion. 

The  following  day,  Tuefday  29th,  brought  no 
favorable  alteration  ;  the  quantity  of  ice  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  tide,  particularly  on  the  flood,  were 
greatly  increafed  and  were  truly  alarming.  One 
large  body  of  ice  hooked  the  fmall  bower  cable, 
and  with  the  violence  of  the  tide  broke  it  about 
3  5  fathoms  from  the  bow^s  ;  at  the  fame  time  the 
cable  of  the  beft  bower,  by  which  alone  the  lliip 
now  rode,  Vvas  conftantly  prefted  with  fuch  Im- 
menfe  weights,  that  we  fhouid  have  had  no  hope 
of  its  being  able  to  fuftain  them,  had  it  not  been 
a  new^  fixteen-mch  cable,  nearly  three  inches  in 
girth  more  than  thofe  of  our  eftabliiliment,  which 
had  been  procured  at  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
to  all  appearance  was  very  lirong  and  well  made. 

TSotWi'cii- 
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Notwithftanding  however  the  confidence  we 
had  in  thisy  our  fituation  was  very  irkfome  and 
extremely  uncomfortable,  from  the  apprehenfion 
left  the  cable  fhould  be  unable  to  reiift  the  vio¬ 
lent  fhocks  it  repeatedly  received;  for  in  the  event 
of  its  breaking,  we  fliould  then  be  reduced  to 
only  one  anchor  and  a  thirteen  inch  cable  for  our 
prefervation. 

All  communication  with  the  fliore  was  at  an 
end,  and  our  apprehenfions  for  the  fhip’s  fafety 
were  now  increafed  by  the  violence  with  which 
the  ice,  nearly  as  hard  and  ponderous  as  the  folid 
rock,  was  frequently  driven  agalnft  the  Ihip’s 
bows,  occaiioning  fuch  fhocks  as  to  awaken  our 
fears,  left  the  hull  of  the  veflel  fhould  fuftain 
fome  material  injury.  In  addition  to  thefe  very 
unpleafant  clrcumftances,  on  heaving  in  the  Hack 
of  the  cable  at  high  water  we  difcovered  it  to  be 
chafed,  by  its  having  rubbed  againft  fome  rocks  at 
the  bottom.  This  accident  v/as  as  unexpcdled  as 
it  was  ungrateful  to  our  feelings.  To  have  quit¬ 
ted  a  ftation  fo  precarious,  and  fb  pregnant  with 
difafters  of  the  moft  alarming  nature,  would  have 
been  a  moft  happy  relief ;  yet,  had  we  been  ever 
fo  much  inclined,  we  were  denied  this  refource, 
for  not  a  breath  of  air  had  been  in  motion  dur¬ 
ing  the  laft  twenty-four  hours.  Flad  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  move,  we  muft  have  refigncd  our- 
felvcs  to  the  immediate  influence  and  impetuo- 
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lity  of  the  ftream,  encumbered  with  huge  maffes 
of  ice,  through  a  very  narrow  and  intricate  chan¬ 
nel,  without  being  able  to  leave  behind  us  the 
leaft  intimation  for  the  guidance  of  the  abfent 
part  of  our  little  community  in  the  boats.  Our 
fmall  bower  anchor  and  cable  were  not  confi- 
dered  to  be  Irretrievably  loft,  and  were  of  too 
-much  importance  to  be  willingly  abandoned. 
Thus  circumftanced,  we  had  no  alternative  but 
to  remain,  and  encounter,  as  long  as  we  might 
be  able,  fuch  a  maftive  body  of  ice,  as  I  believe  no 
commander  of  a  Greenland  ftiip,  though  fuch 
veliels  are  ftrengthened  and  protedled  for  this 
efpeclal  purpofe,  would  have  attempted  to  have 
refifted,  unlefs  obliged  fo  to  do  by  the  moft  ur¬ 
gent  neceffity. 

Towards  flack  w^ater,  particularly  on  the  re* 
flux,  we  had  fome  fliort  intermiffions  of  thefe 
threatening  dangers  :  in  one  of  which,  about 
noon  of  Wednefday  the  30th,  by  means  of  creep¬ 
ing  we  fortunately  hooked  the  broken  cable ;  but 
the  rapid  return  ot  the  ice  with  the  flood  aflbrded 
but  fufficient  time  to  affix  a  buoy  to  it,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recovering  it  with  more  facility  at  the 
next  favorable  opportunity. 

Juft  about  the  time  of  high  water  we  were 
vifited  by  ten  Ruflians,  and  about  twice  that 
number  of  Indians,  in  a  large  open  rowing  boat; 
who  with  great  difficulty  and  much  circumfpec- 
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tion  got  to  the  Ihip  through  the  drift  ice,  which 
had  now  almoft  formed  one  connefted  field  frorrt 
fide  to  fide.  On  their  arrival  the  fliip  was  tole¬ 
rably  quiet,  but  on  the  return  of  the  ebb  we  were 
fo  incommoded  by  the  ice,  that  our  vifitors  ex- 
prefied  great  concern  for  our  fafety.  They  fre¬ 
quently  afked  if  the  fliip  did  not  make  much 
water,  and  whether  we  were  duly  attentive  to 
that  particular.  This  was  perhaps  fuggefi:ed  to 
them  by  their  not  feeing  the  pumps  at  w’ork,  for 
whofe  fervices  very  fortunately  wc  had  little  oc- 
cafion.  If  I  rightly  underftood  them,  they  had 
come  w^ith  an  intention  of  paflTing  the  night  with 
us;  but  after  remaining  on  board  three  very  un- 
plcafant  hours,  they  took  the  advantage  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  open  fpace  between  the  fields  of  ice  and 
dcoarted. 

i 

Being  Ignorant  of  the  Ruffian  language,  and 
our  minds  being  filled  with  the  greateft  anxiety, 
we  were  ill  calculated  for  the  reception  and  en¬ 
tertainment  of  flrangers,  and  confequently  not 
likely  to  benefit  by  their  converfation,  or  by  any 
information  they  might  have  been  able  to  have 
communicated.  They  however  very  clearly  gave 
me  to  underftand,  that  our  anchorage  w^as  not  in 
a  river,  but  in  an  arm  of  the  fea,  wRich  finally 
clofed  about  fifteen  verfts  beyond  the  ftation  w'e 
liad  taken.  This  intelligence  appeared  to  corref- 
pond  witli  what  had  been  feen  from  the  boats  on 

the 
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the  24tii,  which  had  given  us  reafon  to  believe, 
that  beyond  the  extent  of  our  excurfion  on  that 
day  it  was  fcarcely  navigable  for  boats.  We  alfo 
underftood,  that  the  river  Turnao^ain  terminated 


not  far  within  its  entrance,  where  they  had  walked 
over  a  hill  or  mountain  that  occupied  the  fpace 
of  fifteen  or  fixteen  verfis,  and  that  they  had 
there  defeended  into  an  arm  of  the  fea  that  had 
communication  with  Prince  William’s  found  ; 
acrofs  which  ifthmus  is  the  route,  by  which  they 
ftated  that  all  their  intercourfe  between  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  fettlements,  in  this  and  that  extenfive  inlet, 
was  now  carried  on.  One  of  thefe  eftablifliments 
I  underftood  was  about  eight  miles  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  of  the  eaft  Foreland,  where  a  Ruffian  tw^o- 
rnafted  veifel  was  then  lying;  and  that  they  had 
another  near  the  north  Foreland,  from  whence 
the  party  had  come  ;  and  a  third  on  the  iiland 
of  St.  Hermo$;cnes.  In  Prince  William’s  found 
I  underftood  the  Ruffians  had  an  eftabliiliment 
in  port  Etches,  and  another  near  Kayes  ifland. 
Throughout  the  w^hole  of  this  converfation,  they 
feemed  to  ufe  every  endeavour  to  imprefs  us  with 
an  idea,  that  the  American  continent  and  adja¬ 
cent  iflands,  as  far  to  the  eaftward  as  the  meri- 

i 

dian  of  Kayes  ifland,  belonged  exclufively  to  the 
Ruffian  empire. 

Whilft  we  wxre  thus  annoyed  by  the  ice,  and 
kept  in  a  continued  Rate  of  impatience  and  foll- 
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cltude,  the  weather,  though  cold,  was  delight¬ 
fully  ferene  and  pleafant,  and  on  Thurfday,  the 
ift  of  May,  we  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  a  lefs 
quantity  of  ice  brought  up  by  the  flood  tide,  and 
at  low  water  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  recover 
our  anchor  and  cable.  The  next  day,  however^ 
we  were  again  much  Inconvenienced  by  the  ice, 
and  in  the  hope  of  a  clearer  bottom,  we  fhifted 
our  ftation  a  little  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  but  by 
no  means  improved  our  condition;  for  at  low  wa¬ 
ter  the  cable  was  found  to  have  hooked  to  a  rock, 
and  whllft  we  were  endeavouring  to  clear  it,  the 
Ihip  on  fliddenly  fwlnging  in  fhore  grounded,-  and 
fo  remained  until  flie  was  floated  off  by  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  flood  tide.  On  founding,  much  more 
water  than  the  veflel  drew  was  found  clofe  around 
her ;  and  from  hence  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  fliip  had  refted  on  one  of  thofe  appa¬ 
rently  moveable  fabricks  of  rock  before  defcrlbed, 
which  lie  in  great  numbers  over  all  the  fliallow 
flats,  extending  from  thefe  fliores  as  far  down  as 
the  low  water  of  the  fpring  tides  enabled  us  to 
dlfcern. 

At  the  flack  of  the  flood  tide,  with  a  light 
breeze  from  the  fouth,  we  w^eighed,  flood  more 
into  mid*channel,  and  anchored  in  12  fathoms, 
fandy  bottom.  The  weather  altered,  and  a  ma¬ 
terial  change  took  pface  on  Saturday  the  Sd.-  The 
fky  was  obfeured  by  thick  mifly  rain ,  and  fog^ 

that 
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that  continued  until  the  forenoon  of  Sunday  the 
4th,  when  the  weather  became  again  fair  and 
pleafant,  and  we  had  the  fatisfa£lion  of  feeing  the 
furface  of  the  water  nearly  free  from  ice,  and  of 
re-cornmencing  our  bufmefs  with  the  fliore. 

In  the  evening  we  had  the  happinefs  of  re¬ 
ceiving  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his  party  on  board, 
after  having  accomplifhed  the  lervice  he  had  been 
fent  to  perform. 

His  courfe  had  been  directed  from  the  fliip’s 
ftation  along  the  larboard  or  eaftern  fliore,  to  the 
fouth-weft  point  of  entrance  into  this  branch, 
which,  after  His  Excellency  the  Ruffian  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  Britifh  court,  I  call  Point  Wo- 
KONZO,  fituated  in  latitude  8^,  longitude 
210°  36'';  and  its  north-eaft  point  of  entrance* 
lying  from  point  Woronzow,  N.  3/  E.  diftant 
two  miles,  I  call  Point  Mackenzie,  after  the 
Ri2:ht  Honorable  James  Stuart  Mackenzie.  From 
point  Woronzow  the  eaftern  flaore  takes  a  direc¬ 
tion  S.  1 9  W.  for  four  miles,  to  a  point  which  I 
call  Point  Campbell,  and  which,  with  point 
Pofleffion,  may  be  confidered  as  the  outer  north- 
eaft  and  fouth-weft  points  of  Turnagain  river. 

Mr.  Whidbey  proceeded  clofe  along  that  ftiore, 
but  he  was  foon  interrupted  by  a  fhoal  that  ex¬ 
tends  from  it  to  the  north-eaft  point  of  Turn¬ 
again  ifland,  and  obliged  us  to  pafs  along  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  in  a  direction  E. 

O  3  N.  E. 
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N.  E.  and  W.  S.  W.  is  three  miles  and  a  halt 
long,  and  half  a  league  broad.  Near  its  weft 
point  a  flioal  ftretches  about  half  a  league  in  a 
north-weft  direftion,  from  the  weft  point  of  the 
idand,  where  the  latitude  was  obferved  to  be 
8h  Endeavours  were  made  to  get  in  with 
the  larboard  or  north -eaft  diore  without  fuccefs, 
being  again  repulfcd  by  the  flioals  that  extend 
from  three  to  four  miles  from  it.  The  examina¬ 
tion  was  continued  up  this  arm  in  five,  fix,  and 
feven  fathoms  water,  favored  by  a  ftrong  flood 
tide,  but  attended  with  fo  frefli  a  gale  from  the 
eaftward,  that  a  very  heavy  and  irregular  fwell 
was  produced,  v/hich  in  two  inftances  nearly 
filled  the  large  cutter,  broke  off  the  head  of  the 
rudder,  and  required  the  utmoft  efforts  and  ex¬ 
ertions  of  the  party  to  preferve  the  boat  from 
finking.  The  fiiores  in  their  vicinity  w^ere  inac- 
ceffiblc,  and,  under  circumftances  fo  difcouragmg, 
they  had  no  other  probable  means  of  bettering 
their  condition,  than  by  inclining  as  near  to  the 
fouthern  fiiore  as  the  flioals  that  extended  from 
it  would  permit ;  this  was  effedLcd,  and  when  the 
range  of  the  arm  was  fliut  in,  the  \vater  became 
fimootlier.  About  five  In  the  evening  they  reach¬ 
ed  a  fmall  iflet  lying  clofe  to  the  fouthern  fliore, 
in  a  direffion  from  the  w^eft  point  of  Turnagahn 
ifland,  S.  45  E.  dlftant  fourteen  miles.  The 
flood  at  this  time  being  nearly  expended,  and 
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this  feeming  likely  to  prove  an  eligible  refting 
place  for  the  night,  no  time  was  loft  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  obtain  fome  relief  from  the  uncom¬ 
fortable  fituatlon  to  which  they  had  been  reduced 
by  the  feas  that  had  broken  into  the  boats,  and 
had  wetted  moft  of  their  arms  and  apparel.  Their 
repofe  during  the  night  was  greatly  dlftiirbed  by 
large  quantities  of  ice  that  were  brought  down 
by  the  ebb  tide,  and  occafioned  them  great  la¬ 
bour  and  difficulty  to  prevent  the  boats  being 
broken  adrift. 

The  ftrong  eafterly  gale  continuing,  and  the 
tide  being  adverfe  to  their  purfuit,  the  party  was 
detained  until  noon  the  next  day  on  the  iflet, 
which  lies  about  a  league  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
what  may  be  confidered  as  the  inner  fouth-weft 
point  of  entrance  'into  Turnagain  river,  whofe 
inner  north-eaft  point  lies  from  it  N.  42  E.  at  the 
dlftance  of  three  miles  and  three  quarters.  The 
latitude  on  the  iflet  was  obferved  to  be 
its  longitude  210°  4  3^;  low'  water  afforded  a  good 
opportunity  for  viewing  the  furrounding  region. 
The  ftiores  between  the  outer  and  inner  points 
appeared  to  be  from  three  to  four  leagues  afun- 
der ;  each  fide  formed  a  bay  at  hi2:h  w^atcr,  but 
the  fliores  of  thefe  bays  could  not  be  approached, 
on  account  of  the  fhallow^  fiat  that  extends  from 
the  land  on  the  northern  fide  from  three  to  five 
miles,  and  from  the  oppofitc  fliorc  about  half 
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that  dlftance,  between  which  is  a  channel  about 
a  league  and  a  half  wide,  which  is  alfo  interrupted 
by  a  flioal  that  appeared  in  many  places  to  be  dry, 
and  fituated  about  midway  between  the  illet  and 
Turnagain  ifland  ;  lying  in  a  direction  N.  E.  and 
S.  W.  about  a  league  and  a  half  long,  and  half  a 
league  broad,  leaving  between  its  fouth  point  and 
the  flioals  extending  from  the  fouthern  fhore,  a 
channel  not  more  than  half  a  league  in  width. 


With  the  firft  of  the  flood  the  party  proceeded 
in  foundings  from  feven  to  eleven  fathoms,  until 
they  had  paffed  the  inner  points  of  entrance, 
when  the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  decreafed  to 
four  fathoms,  and  fliortly  after  to  two  and  three 
feet,  even  in  mid-channel,  from  w^hence  the  di- 
rediion  of  the  river  extended  about  S.  70  E.  ; 
this  was  purfued  for  about  four  leagues  from  the 
place  where  the  water  had  firft  become  fhoal ; 
the  fliores  were  compadr,  and  the  width  was  now 
contradled  from  a  league  to  half  that  diftance. 
Mr.  Whidbey  feveral  times  croffed  from  fide  to 
fide,  without  finding  more  than  thirty  feet  water, 
nearly  at  the  conclufion  of  the  flood  tide,  and  in 
a  channel  not  more  than  an  hundred  yards  wide. 

'  From  hence  this  arm,  (for  it  was  now  proved  to  be 
no  longer  intitlcd  to  the  name  of  a  river)  appear¬ 
ed  ftill  to  extend  in  the  above  dircdlion  for  about 
feven  miles  further,  where,  in  latitude  54^, 
longitude  211^  3ob  it  feemed  finally  to  terminate 
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in  a  circular  manner,  furrounded  by  high  fteep 
barren  mountains,  covered  with  perpetual  fnow”. 
This  termination,  though  fcarcely  admitting  of 
a  doubt,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  very  anxious  to  af- 
certain  more  pohtively  than  by  the  diftant  view 
that  had  been  afforded  of  it ;  but  as  thev  had 
now^  advanced  as  far  up  as  a  very  rapid  flood  tide 
would  carry  them,  they  could  not  attempt  to 
contend  with  the  ebb,  wdiich  returns  at  the  rate 
of  five  or  fix  miles  an  hour ;  and  the  fhores  on 
either  fide  within  their  reach  did  not  afford  the 
leaft  fhelter  w^herc  the'v  could  have  waited  for 
the  fucceeding  flood,  and  have  been  protedled^ 
during  the  ebb,  from  the  dangers  to  which  they 
muft  of  neceffity  have  been  expofed,  from  the 
immenfe  maffcs  of  ice  in  all  diredfions,  fome  lying 
aground,  others  floating  or  rolling  by  the  force  of 
the  ftream  over  the  foft  mud  that  compofes  the 
bottom.  For  thefe  reafbns  they  were  obliged  to 
return  with  the  ebb,  and  did  not  find  any  fhelter 
until  they  had  arrived  within  a  league  of  the  iflet 
before  mentioned,  where,  about  nine  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  they  reached  a  fmall  cove,  that  admitted  of 
their  boats  being  hauled  up  clear  of  the  ice  dur- 
ins;  the  nisfht. 

The  countrv  bordering  upon  the  bays  between 
the  outer  and  inner  points  of  Turnagain  arm  is 
low,  well  wmoded,  and  rifes  with  a  gradual  af- 
ceiit,  until  at  the  inner  point  of  entrance,  where 
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the  lliores  fuddenly  rife  to  lofty  eminences  in 
nearly  perpendicular  cliffs,  and  compofe  ftupen- 
dous  mountains  that  are  broken  into  chafms  and 
deep  gullies,  Down  thefe  ruilied  immenfc  tor¬ 
rents  of  water,  rendering  the  naked  fides  of  thefe 
precipices  awfully  grand ;  on  their  tops  grew  a 
few  ftunted  pine  trees,  but  they  were  nearly  def- 
titute  of  every  other  vegetable  produdlion.  The 
tide  in  this  fituation  rofe  thirty  feet  pcrpendicu- 
fo  that  at  low  w^ater  this  arm  muft  be  dry 
or  nearly  fo ;  and  as  Mr.  Whidbey  coniidered  it 
unfafe  to  be  navigated,  and  undeferving  any  fur¬ 
ther  examination,  he  proceeded  in  the  morning  of 
the  30th  in  the  execution  of  his  further  orders, 
towards  point  Poifeffion,  which  by  our  obferva- 
tions  is  iituated  in  latitude  Ol°  longitude 
210'^  18\  The  bottle  left  there  by  Captain 
King  was  fearched  for  wdthout  effeft  ;  and  as  the 
party  proceeded  to  the  fouth-weft,  they  met  the 
Ruffian  boat  on  its  way  to  the  ffiip ;  but  as  they 
were  bound  in  different  dlreftlons,  the  interview 
was  ffiort,  and  without  acquiring  any  information 
in  addition  to  that  wdilch  had  been  already  de¬ 
tailed.  On  the  commencement  of  the  flood  the 
party  was  obliged  to  ftop  at  a  point  lying  from 
point  Poileffion,  S.  65  W.  at  the  diftance  of 
feven  miles.  Here  a  dlftant  view  was  obtained 
of  the  fhores  before  them  to  the  fouth-weft.  The 
whole  fpacc,  fo  far  as  they  W'cre  able  to  difeeru 
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any  objects,  was  incumbered  with  an  immenfe 
number  of  conical  rocks,  detached  from  each 
other  on  a  bank  of  fand  and  fmall  ftones,  that 
extended  a  league  and  upwards  from  the  Ihorc. 
Thefc  rocks  are  of  different  elevations,  and  as  few 
of  them  are  of  fufficient  height  to  appear  above 
the  furface  at  high  water,  the  navigating  of  this 
fhore  with  fuch  rapid  tides  required  to  be  under¬ 
taken  with  the  greateft  caution.  The  ebb  tide 
in  the  night  being  ill  calculated  for  this  purpofe, 
their  tents  were  pitched  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
beach,  clear  of  the  fnow,  with  which  the  ground 
w  as  as  yet  in  mofl:  places  covered. 

In  the  evening,  on  the  difeharge  of  fome  muf- 
kets  that  had  become  damp,  fifteen  Indians  came 
from  the  w^oods,  and  wdth  great  cheerfulnefe  and 
alfability  WTlcomed  their  new  vifitors,  by  pre- 
fenting  them  with  fome  dried  falmon ;  which 
very  friendly  behaviour  Mr.  Whidbey  amply  re¬ 
quited,  and  accompanied  them  to  their  habita¬ 
tions,  which  were  about  a  mile  from  the  boatSj 
confifting  of  tw^o  huts  that  had  been  recently 
built,  each  containing  a  family  of  about  fifteen 
perfons,of  difibrent  ages  and  both  fexes ;  whofe  be¬ 
haviour  w^as  in  every  refpedl  marked  with  the  fame 
honeft  and  orderly  decorum  exhibited  by  thofb  of 
their  countrymen  who  had  vifited  the  fhip. 

The  next  morning  their  furvey  was  continued 
through  this  rocky  labyrinth,  extending  along  the 
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fliore  about  feven  leagues,  to  a  point  lying  from 
the  eaft  Foreland  N.  35  E.  diftant  two  leagues. 
The  utmoft  circumfpedlion  was  required  to  con- 
duft  the  boats  clear  of  thefe  dangerous  pyrami- 
dical  rocks,  rifing  perpendicularly  from  a  bafe  at 
the  depth  of  four  to  nine  fathoms,  and  perfedlly 
lleep  on  every  fide  within  the  diftance  of  a  boat’s 
length.  Had  our  boats  grounded  on  any  of  them 
w  ith  the  rapidity  of  the  falling  tide,  nothing  lefs 
than  inftant  deftrucllon  could  have  been  expedt- 
cd.  This  very  extraordinary  rugged  region  ap¬ 
peared  to  join  the  fouthern  iide  of  the  fhoal,  on 
which  the  Refolution  had  grounded  in  the  year 
1778  ;  and  hence  it  muft  be  confidered  as  a  mofi: 
fortunate  circumftance  that  neither  Captain  Cook 
nor  ourfelves  bad  attempted  to  pafs  on  the  fouth 


Betw/cen  the  point  wdiere  this  fhoal  terminates 
and  the  caft  Foreland  is  a  dial  low  bay,  with 
iuundings  of  feven  and  eight  fathoms,  within  a 
convenient  diftance  from  the  fhore,  fheltered 
from  the  eaft,  fouth,  and  fouth- wxft  winds,  and 
not  much  expofed  to  thofe  w  hich  blow  from  the 
oppofite  quarters.  Mr.  Whidbey’s  examination 
of  this  place,  however,  w^as  not  very  minute, 
being  anxious  to  accompllfli  the  more  important 
ob|edls  of  his  expedition.  On  reaching  the  eaft 
Foreland  be  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  0o^43', 
longitude  20C>'^  Iq‘ .  This  comprehended  the 
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extent  of  the  furvey  on  the  eaftern  fliore.  After 
croffing  over  to  the  weft  Foreland,  a  dlftance  of 
eight  miles  and  an  half  in  a  weft  direftlon  be¬ 
tween  thefe  points,  they  hauled  up  their  boats, 
to  prevent  their  being  injured  by  the  ice,  which 
defeended  in  vaft  bodies  down  the  river,  and 


refted  here  for  the  night w'here  they  were  vi- 
fited  by  our  Indian  paflengers,  who  expreffed 
much  pleafure  on  feeing  them  again,  and  pre- 
fented  them  with  the  only  eatables  they  had  to 
offer,  a  few"  dried  falmon.  The  next  mominxr 
(May  the  2d)  the  weather  was  hazy,  a  hea\y 


fwell  rolled  from  the  fouth,  and  broke  wd 
much  violence  on  the  Ihore,  along  which  they 
had  continued  their  furvey  to  the  north  Foreland, 
fituated  in  latitude  longitude  20g®  37k 

The  fpace  between  this  point  and  the  w^eft  Fore¬ 
land  forms  a  fpacious  open  bay.  Shallow"  water 
extends  from  the  latter  to  within  about  five 
leagues  of  the  former  point,  from  whence  a  depth 
of  five  fathoms  was  found  clofe  to  the  main  land. 
Many  of  the  natives  were  feen  about  their  habi¬ 
tations  as  our  party  paffed  along  the  bay;  and, 
where  they  had  occafion  to  land,  fome  of  theft 
good  people  obfervlng  that  the  boats  w"ere  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  fhoals  from  reaching  the  fliore, 
they  ruflied  into  the  water,  notwithftanding  the 
weather  w^as  very  cold  and  unpleafant,  and  of¬ 
fered  their  friendly  affiftance  to  land  our  gentle¬ 
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men,  by  carrying  them  through  the  water ; 
which  acceptable  fer\'ice  they  not  only  performed 
with  the  greateft  care  and  attention,  but  made 
their  new  vifitors  fome  trivial  prefents ;  which 
were  recompenced  by  returns  highly  fatisfadlory 
to  them.  The  ebb  tide  having  commenced  by 
the  time  they  had  reached  the  north  Foreland, 
our  party  flopped  for  the  night  clofe  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  Ptuffian  eflablifhment,  mentioned 
by  thofe  wFo  had  vifited  the  fliip  in  the  large 
open  boat,  to  which  our  gentlemen  received  a 
mofl  friendly  invitation. 

At  this  flation  there  w^as  only  one  large  houfe, 
about  fifty  feet  long,  twenty-four  wide,  and  about 
ten  feet  high ;  this  was  appropriated  to  the  refi- 
dence  of  nineteen  Ruffians,  under  the  dlredlions- 
of  an  elderly  man,  who  condudled  our  party  into 
the  houfe  by  a  fmall  door,  that  was  its  only  en¬ 
trance,  and  feated  them  at  a  table  near  the  upper 
or  further  end  of  the  habitation,  where  a  repafl, 
confifling  of  dried  fifh  and  cranberries,  w^as  pro¬ 
duced  ;  but  the  ofFenfive  fmell  of  the  houfe  pre¬ 
vented  any  relifli  for  thefe  dainties,  and  on  their 
hoft  perceiving  a  reluctance  to  partake  of  the  re- 
frefiiments  he  had  fet  before  them,  he  ordered 
the  cranberries  to  be  taken  away,  and  after  they 
had  been  beaten  up  with  fome  train  oil,  they 
were  re- produced,  wuth  the  hope  of  their  being 
rendered  in  this  ftate  more  palatable.  Thefe- 
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hofpitable  endeavours  to  entertain  their  vlfitors 
proving  unfuccefsful,  and  our  gentlemen  having 
facrlficed  as  much  to  politenefs  as  their  ftomachs 
would  bear,  felt  great  relief  in  once  more  breath¬ 
ing  the  pure  though  cold  air,  and  returned  to 
their  tents  ;  where  the  badnefs  of  the  weather 
detained  them  the  following  day,  and  afForded 
them  an  opportunity  of  repaying  the  intended 
hofpitality  of  their  Iluffian  friends,  who  very 
heartily  partook  of  fuch  cheer  as  the  party  had 
to  offer. 

By  the  affi fiance  of  a  very  indifferent  inter¬ 
preter,  Mr.  Whidbey  underflood  that  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  had  been  at  this  flation  nearly  four  years^ 
yet  there  was  not  the  lea.fl  appearance  of  cultiva¬ 
tion,  although  in  the  fum'mer  feafon  the  foil  molt 
probably  was  capable  of  producing  many  ufeful 
articles  of  food.  This,  however,  feemed  to  be 
of  little  moment  to  the  European  refidents,  as 
they  appeared  to  be  perfedlly  content  to  live  after 
the  manner  of  the  native  Indians  of  the  country; 
partaking  with  equal  relifli  and  appetite  their 
grofsand  naufeous  food,  adopting  the  fame  failiioii, 
and  udng  the  fame  materials  for  their  apparel, 
and  differing  from  them  in  their  exterior  appear¬ 
ance  only  by  the  want  of  paint  on  their  faces,  and 
by  their  not  wearing  any  of  the  Indian  orna¬ 
ments.  So  far  as  any  conclufion  could  be  draw  n 
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from  this  fliort  interview,  the  Ruffians  feemed 
to  live  upon  the  mofi:  intimate  terms  of  frlend- 
fhlp  with  the  Indians  of  all  defcriptions,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  perfedlly  fatisfied  in  being  fubjedled 
to  the  Ruffian  authority. 

The  weather  proving  more  favorable,  on  the 
4th  the  party  again  proceeded  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  continued  their  furvey  from  the  north 
Foreland  along  the  weftern  ffiore  ;  where,  for  the 
Ipace  of  about  two  leagues  to  the  north  of  this 
point,  tolerably  good  anchorage  was  found,  and 
commodious  communication  with  the  fhore, 
abounding  with  wood  clofe  to  the  water  fide, 
and  affording:  feveral  ftreams  of  excellent  water. 

o 

But  this  fpace  was  greatly  expofed  to  the  eaft  and 
fouth-eaft  winds,  which  are  evidently  the  moft 
prevailing  and  violent  in  this  country ;  as  Mr. 
Whidbey  remarked.  In  every  place  where  he  had 
landed,  that  all  the  trees  that  had  fallen  were 
lying  with  their  heads  toward  the  W.  and  N.  W. 
and  that  all  the  perennial  vegetables  alfo  were 
lodged  with  their  tops  In  the  fame  diredtions. 
From  this  extent  the  llioals  gradually  ftretched 
to  the  diftance  of  five  miles  from  the  fhore,  until 
they  joined  on  to -point  Mackenzie;  the  land 
between  this  point  and  the  north  Foreland  w'as 
cornpofed  of  a  low  and  perfedlly  compact,  fhore, 
without  the  fraalleft  difcernible  object,  fo  near  as 
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the  flioals  allowed  them  to  approach ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  now  fully  accomplidied  the  objed  of  their 
expedition,  they  returned  to  the  (hip. 

It  now  only  remained  to  determine  the  extent 
of  the  place  we  were  in  ;  and  notwithftanding 
that  the  low  w^ater  at  fpring  tides  had  fufficiently 
fhcwn  that  we  were  already  advanced  nearly  to 
its  utmoft  navigable  boundary,  yet  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  unexpected  a  termination  of  this  ex- 
tenfive  inlet  demanded  a  more  minute  inveftiga- 
tion. 

Whilft  our  wood  and  water  were  completing, 
which  the  ice  had  prevented  our  accompliihing, 
on  Tuefday  morning  the  f)th,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Menzies,  and  fome  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  departed  with  the  yawl  and  fmall  cut¬ 
ter,  provided  with  fupplies  for  four  days.  Our 
examination  w’as  diredted  along  the  w  eftern  fliore; 
and  we  were  not  long  in  determining  that,  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  place  where  w^e  had  for¬ 
merly  founded,  the  fhoals,  which  w'ere  dry  at  low 
water,  connedted  the  twm  fhores  together;  and 
from  an  eminence  that  we  afeended,  we  faw  the 
fpace  beyond,  which  at  high  tide  becomes  an 
extenfive  flheet  of  w^ater,  now^  occupied^by  num- 
berlefs  banks  of  fand  one  behind  the  other,  with 
fmall  pools  of  water  between  them.  Notwdth- 
ftanding  thefe  indications  that  any  farther  ex¬ 
amination  was  unneceflary,  I  refalved  to  continue 
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our  refcarclies  as  far  as  it  might  be  found  navi^ 
gable  for  the  boats ;  and  for  that  purpofe  we 
kept  on  the  weftern  flrore,  although  we  could 
not  approach '  very  near  it,  on  account  of  the 
flioals  that  extended  from  it,  on  which  were 
lodged  a  very  large  quantity  of  ice.  The  depth 
of  water  was  generally  one,  two,  and  three  fa¬ 
thoms,  very  irregular,  and  now  and  then  four 
fathoms  at  about  half  flood. 

,  As  we  advanced  to  the  north-eaft,  the  weftern 
lliore  gradually  inclined  towards  the  eaftern  fhore, 
until  they  were  not  more  than  half  a  mile  afun- 
der,  forming  ftill  a  fmall  continuation  of  the 
branch,  in  which  we  found  from  eight  to  twelve 
feet  water,  nearly  at  high  tide  ;  this  v/e  followed 
about  two  miles,  when  our  curiofity  became  fa- 
tisfied  by  feeing  its  eaftern  banks  unite  with  thofe 
on  the  weftern  fide,  and  terminate  in  a  circular 
form,  the  moft  diftant  part  being  about  half  a 
league  from  us,  in  which  fpace  was  fome  banks 
of  dry  fand. 

The  fliores  we  had  pafled  were  compadl ;  two 
or  or  three  fmall  dreams  of  frefla  water  flowed 
into  the  branch  between  low  deep  banks  ;  above 
thefe  the  furface  w^as  nearly  flat,  and  formed  a 
fort  of  plain,  on  which  there  w  as  no  fnow",  and 
but  very  few  trees.  This  plain  dretched  to  the 
foot  of  a  connedled  body  of  mountains,  which, 
excepting  betw'cen  the  wxd  and  north-wx'd,  were 

not 
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not  very  renlote  ;  and  even  in  that  quarter  the 
country  might  be  confidered  as  moderately  ele¬ 
vated,  bounded  by  dlftant  ftupendous  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  and  apparently  detached  frori/ 
each  other ;  though  poffibly  they  might  be  con-^ 
nested  by  land  of  infufficient  height  to  intercept 
our  horizon.  This  vv^e  had  found  to  be  the  cafe 
with  the  conneded  ridges  on  the  coafS:  of  North 
Weft  America,  whofe  lofty  fummits  formed  in 
many  inftances  the  bafes  only  of  the  ftill  more 
ftupendous  detached  mountains.  To  the  north¬ 
ward  round  by  the  eaft,  and  towards  the  fouth- 
eaft,  the  nearer  mountains,  though  of  a  height 
inferior  to  thofe  in  the  oppofite  region,  were 
capped  with  fnow,  and  appeared  to  form  an  un¬ 
interrupted  barrier;  the  defcending  plalrjs  from 
which  feemed,  by  their  apparent  uniformity,  to 
indicate  no  probability  of  their  being  any  where 
interfecled  by  water.  That  which  flowed  be¬ 
tween  the  banks  of  the  river  ftill  retained  a  very 
confiderable  degree  of  faltnefs,  and  clearly  proved 
that  neither  by  falls,  flats,  marfties,  or  fens,  any 
large  body  of  frefh  water  found  its  way  to  the 
ocean  by  this  communication,  and  that  confc- 
quently,  according  to  the  general  acceptation  of 
geographical  terms,  this  can  be  no  longer  cbn- 
ftdcred  as  a  river ;  I  fnall  therefore  diftinguifli  it 
henceforth  as  an  inlet.  ,  ' 

Thus  terminated  this  very  extenfive  opening 
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on  the  coaft  of  North  Weft  Aincricaj  to  which 
had  the  great  and  firft  difeoverer  of  it^  whofe- 
name  it  bears,  dedicated  one  day  more  to  its  fur¬ 
ther  examination,  he  would  have  fpared  the 
theoretical  navigators,  who  have  followed  him 
in  their  clofets,  the  talk  of  ingenioufly  aferibing 
to  this  arm  of  the  ocean  a  channel,  through 
which  a  north- weft  paffage  exifting  according  to 
their  doftrines,  might  ultimately  be  difeovered. 

Whilft  w^e  were  engaged  in  making  the  ne- 
ceftary  obfervations  for  afeertaining  the  final  ter¬ 
mination  of  Cook’s  Inlet,  the  northern  extent 
of  which  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  01^29' lon¬ 
gitude  211°  we  w^cre  attended  by  a  party  of 
the  natives,  who  conduced  themfelves  in  the 
fame  orderly  manner  as  thofe  w^e  had  before 
feen ;  they  invited  us  with  great  earneftnefs  to 
their  habitation,,  which  was  found  on  the  plain 
about  a  mile  from  the  water  fide  ;  it  confifted  of 
a  houfe  fimilar  to  thofe-  wx  had  feen  on  the  24th 
of  April,  and,  like  them,.,  appeared  to  have  been 
conftrufted  by  the  Ruffians;  but  as  it  Vvxs  greatly 
out  of  repair,,  we  fuppofed  it  was  now  only  ap,- 
propriated  as  a  temporary  refting  place  for  tra¬ 
vellers.  0ur  vifit,  I  believe,  was  very  acceptable,, 
if  a  judgment  might  be  formed  by  our  reception 
and  the  cheerful  and  affable  behaviour  of  the 
whole  party,  wdio,  on  finding  that  our  intentions 
were  to  depart,  folicited  us  to  prolong  our  ftay  ; 
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and,  as  an  inducement  for  doing  fo,  gave  us  to 
underftand,  that  our  friendly  young  chief  ChaU-- 
dooltz  was  at  no  great  dlftance,  and  would  foon 
arrive  at  their  dwelling.  But  our  curlofity  being 
fatisfied,  and  having  no  bufinefs  to  detain  us 
longer,  we  took  our  leave,  and  directed  our  way 
back  to  the  lliip  with  the  firft  of  the  ebb  tide  ; 
and  found  but  juft  fufiiclent  depth  of  water  for 
the  boats  over  the  fliallow  flat  we  had  to  pals, 
extending  about  five  leagues.  About  four  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  wx  arrived  on  board,  where 
every  thing  was  in  readinefs  to  return  down  the 
inlet  the  next  morning. 

Although,  by  the  information  w^c  had  thus  ac¬ 
quired,  the  profpedl  of  concluding  our  furvey  of 
the  coaft  during  the  prefent  feafon  was  greatly 
improved,  yet  it  was  not  poffible  to  avoid  a  cer¬ 
tain  dearee  of  mortification  from  the  reflection, 
that  our  opinions  refpectlng  the  extent  to  which 
thefe  w^aters  were  likely  to  lead,  had  been  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  erroneous.  This  evidently  proved  the 
fallacy  of  analogous  reafonlng,  which  the  human 
mind  is  too  apt  to  render  fubfervient  to  fome  fa¬ 
vorite  hypothefis,  and  too  frequently  to  adopt, 
even  under  the  appearance  of  manifeft  contradic¬ 
tions. 

In  the  evening  tv^o  guns  v/ere  heard  in  the 
offing,  and  on  the  next  morning,  Wednefday  the 
7th,  a  brig  was  feen  at  anchor  before  the  entrance 
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into  this  place,  which  proved  to  be  the  Chatham. 
Mr.  Baker  was  immediately  fent  to  advife  the 
commanding  officer  that  we  ffiould  return  by  the 
earlieft  opportunity. 

About  noon  Mr.  Puget  came  on  board,  from 
whom  I  learned,  that  on  the  evening  ot  our  fe- 
paratlon  he  had  carried  a  prefs  of  fail  in  order  to 
keep  up  with  us,  which,  together  wdth  a  very 
heavy,  irregular  fca,  occafioned  the  veffel  to  la¬ 
bour  extremely,  and  yet  flie  made  fo  little  pro- 
grefs,  that  their  diftance  from  us  was  gradually 
increafed  until  the  Difeovery  was  no  longer  vi- 
fible.  The  next  morning  (March  lOth)  upwards 
of  four  feet  w-ater  w^as  found  in  the  Chatham’s 
hold ;  this  in  a  great  meafure  accounted  for  the 

t 

preffure  and  uneafmefs  under  which  the  veflel 
had  laboured  the  preceding  evening.-  To  difeii- 
gage  themfeives  from  this  inconvenience  both 
pumps  were  employed  until  eight  o’clock.  Mr. 
Puget  ftated  like  wife,  that  during  their  paffage 
from  the  Sandwdeh  iflands  the  Chatham  had 
proved  rather  crank,  and  that  her  upper  works 
had  been  found  very  leaky. 

Agreeably  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  Mr. 
Puget  had  commenced  and  continued  his  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  weftern  fide  of  this  inlet  from  cape 
Douglas  to  our  prefent  ftation;  it  was  found  to  be 
a  cornpadl  fl^ore,  without  ^any  collateral  branches, 
or  navigable  openings ;  but  as  fome  further  oh- 
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iorvations  were  neceffary  for  adjufting  our  furvey 
'of  that  coaft,  which  in  all  probability  would  be 
procured  in  our  paffage  down  the  inlet,  the  de¬ 
livery  of  his  documents  was  poftponed  until  we  ' 
lliould  arrive  in  port  Chalmers  ;  neverthelefs,  as 
the  principal  occurrences  appertain  to  his  re- 
fearches  in  this  inlet,  I  fhall  here  infert  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  information  fo  acquired. 

Few  circumftances  w^orthy  of  remark  feemed 
to  have  taken  place  during  the  Chatham’s  paffage 
to  the  coafi:  of  America,  w  hich  w^as  feen  at  day¬ 
light  on  the  loth  of  April ;  and  at  noon,  in  lati¬ 
tude  5C/,  cape  Grevllle  bore  by  compafs  N, 

50  W.  and  the  fouthernmofi:  land  in  fight  S.  74 
W.  Her  courfe  was  now  diredled  at  the  diftance 
of  7  to  1 5  leagues  from  the  land,  which,  by  the 
3  2th  at  noon,  brought  them  to  the  latitude  of 
5  8*^  22^  cape  St.  Hermogenes  by  compafs  bear¬ 
ing  S.  55  W.  and  the  coafi:  in  fight  from  S.  85 
W.  to  S.  35  W.  Favored  with  a  frelli  breeze 
from  the  S.  S.  E.  they  fleered  towards  cape 
Douglas,  between  the  barren  ifles  and  point 
Banks,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  fome  infor¬ 
mation  reipecflng  Smoky  bay.  Between  cape 
St.  Hermogenes  and  point  Banks  many  detached 
rocks  were  feen,  lying  at  forae  diflance  from  the 
main  land,  but  the  fliorcs  in  their  immediate 
neighbourhood  appeared  to  be  bold,  and  free  from 
^ny  vifible  danger.  The  S.  E.  w^lnd  incrcafed  in 
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the  evening,  attended  with  fome  fnow.  In  paf- 
fing  point  Banks  they  were  vifited  by  two  Ruf¬ 
fians,  who,  by  the  help  of  an  indifferent  inter¬ 
preter,  informed  them  that  no  veflel  had  gone 
up  the  inlet  this  feafon ;  and  from  hence  they 
concluded  that  they  fhould  precede  the  Difcovery 
in  its  examination.  By  the  moft  intelligent  of 
the  two,  whofe  name  was  George  Portoft,  they 
were  alfo  informed,  that  to  the  fouth-eaft  of 
point  Banks  they  had  paffed  a  very  fine  harbour, 
where  the  Ruffians  had  an  eftablifhment,  and 
wBere  a  floop,  mounting  eight  carriage  guns  was 
then  lying,  under  the  command  of  Alexander 
Berrenoff ;  which  gentleman  he  faid  would  be 
happy  to  vifit  the  Chatham  in  the  morning, 
could  he  be  informed  where  fhe  v/as  likely  to  be 
found  ;  but  this  was  fo  intirely  dependant  upon 
circumftances  that  no  appointment  could  poffibly 
be  made.  For  toff  Rated,  that  this  efliablifiiment 
confifted  of  forty  Ruffians,  that  they  had  another 
of  equal  confequence  in  Prince  William’s  found, 
and  fome  fmaller  ones  up  the  inlet.  Mr.  Puget 
endeavoured  to  procure  fome  Information  relative 
to  Mr.  Billings’s  voyage  of  difcovery,  under  the 
Ruffian  authority,  in  thefe  regions,  and  alfo  con¬ 
cerning  the  navigable  extent  of  the  inlet ;  but  all 
his  inquiries  proved  unfuccefsful,  as  the  Ruffians 
either  could  not,  or  would  not,  comprehend  any 
of  thofe  queftioas.  On  their  departure  they  very 
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obUgingly  took  charge  of  a  letter  which  Mr. 
Puget  had  addrefled  to  me,  communicating  the 
information  of  the  Chatham’s  arrival,  and  the 
plan  of  operations  he  intended  to  purfue. 

The  wind,  which  had  veered  in  the  night  to 
the  N.  E.,  lei!  calm  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
i3th,  and  v/as  attended  by  a  very  heavy  fall  of 
fnovv  ;  which  continued,  notwithftanding  a  fine 
breeze  fprang  up  about  noon  from  the  N.  W. 
with  which  their  courfe  was  ftill  diredled  towards 
the  weftern  fhore,  in  the  hope,  that  fome  interval 
of  clear  weather  would  enable  them  to  find  fhelter 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where  their  furvey 
was  intended  to  commence.  But  as  a  ftrong 
ebb  tide  fat  out  from  that  fliore,  and  as  the  wind 
had  fliifted  more  to  the  wxftward,  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  very  unfettled  weather,  Mr.  Puget 
was  induced  to  ftand  over  towards  cape  Eliza¬ 
beth  ;  as  the  fliores  there  were  known  to  afford 
both  fhelter  and  anchorage,  to  which  it  was 
highly  important  to  refort,  until  the  fealbn  lliould 
be  more  propitious  to  the  ardous  tafk  of  difeo- 
very. 

«r 

The  obfeurity  produced  by  the  falling  fnow, 
rendered  their  fituation  very  irkfome  and  un- 
plcafant  as  thev  approached  the  eaffern  fide  of 
the  inlet,  efpecially  as  at  this  time  they  were 
threatened  with  a  ilorm.  At  length  they  dif- 
covered  that  they  had  entered  a  bay  to  the  north 

of 
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of  cape  Elizabeth,  with  the  appearance  of  a 
harbour  to  the  eaft,  and  a  cove  before  them  on 
the  northern  fide,  that  promifed  to  afford  fecure 
anchorage.  For  this  they  immediately  fleered, 
and  paffed  fome  funken  rocks  that  lie  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Ihore.  Here  they  felt 
the  influence  of  a  very  ftrong  flood  tide  from  the 
eaftw^rd,  through  the  channel  formed  by  the 
iflands  lying  off  that  fliore,  which,  having  met 
with  fome  oppofmg  current,  appeared  like  break¬ 
ers,  extending  nearly  half  way  acrofs  the  en¬ 
trance  into  the  cove ;  and  although  the  depth 
was  not  lefs  than  14  fathoms,  yet  fo  violent  was 
the  agitation,  that  the  cabin  windows  were 
obliged  to  be  fecured  by  the  dead  lights.  The 
cove  having  the  appearance  of  being  an  eligible 
refting  place  until  the  weather  fhould  permit 
them  to  become  better  acquainted  with  the  ad¬ 
jacent  fliores,  they  worked  in,  and  anchored  in 
five  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom.  The  fouth- 
wefl  point  of  the  cove,  in  a  line  with  cape  Eliza¬ 
beth,  bore  by  compafs  S.  5  W.;  a  narrow  chan¬ 
nel  leading  to  fea  betv^een  the  iflands  and  the 
main  land,  S.  48  E. ;  the  bottom  of  the  cove,  N. 
67  W.;  and  the  neareft  ihore  S.  5/  W.  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  diftant. 

The  very  menacing  appearance  of  the  weather 
in  the  afternoon,  diredted  them  to  lofe  no  time  in 
fearching  for  a  place  of  greater  fafety  ;  and  about 

four 
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four  o’clock  a  boat,  that  had  been  fent  on  this 

fervice  to  the  north-eaftward,  returned  with  the 

very  pleafant  intelligence,  that  at  not  more  than 

half  a  league  from  the  cove  there  was  a  harbour, 

affording  every  flielter  and  protection  that  could 

be  required.  During  the  abfcnce  of  the  boat  the 

gale,  as  well  as  the  fall  of  fnow,  had  greatly  in- 

creafed,  and  both  were  fiiill  incrcafmg  ;  the  wind 

however  was  favorable  to  their  proceeding  to 

this  retreat,  at  which  they  foon  arrived.  It  proved 

'  to  be  a  perfect  bafon,  and  they  anchored  in  it  at 

a  convenient  diftance  from  the  fouthern  diore. 

To  1  laving  thus  providentially  gained  this  pro- 

tefted  fituation,  they  probably  owxd  their  prc- 

fervatlon  ;  for  during  the  night  they  had  a  very 

heavy  fall  of  fnow%  attended  by  a  moft  violent 

\ 

ftorm  from  the  fouthw^ard,  and  an  intenfe  froif, 
the  thermometer  being  at  20.  To  the  fury  of 
this  ftorm  they  would  have  been  very  danger- 
oully  expofed  at  their  former  anchorage,  for  not- ' 
whthftanding  that  the  very  fnug  ftation  they  had 
now  taken  was  not  more  than  three  hundred 
yards  from  the  weather  ihore ;  yet  fo  violent  was 
the  gale,  that  they  vcere  obliged  to  let  go  a  fecond 
anchor  to  prevent  the  vcffel  from  driving. 

The  w^iiid  in  the  morning  had  much  abated  of 
its  fury,  but  the  fall  of  fnow  and  the  feverity  of 
the  frofi;  ftill  continued.  This  inclemency  of 
the  w^eather  did  not  prevent  the  vifits  of  the  na¬ 
tives. 
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tives.  About  twenty- /]x  of  thefc  good  people, 
in  fmall  Ikin  canoes,  approached  the  Chatham 
with  fome  little  caution.  All  the  party,  except¬ 
ing  one  canoe,  flopped  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  until  this  one  had  reconnoitred,  who 
meeting  with  an  agreeable  reception,  the  ap¬ 
pointed  (ignal  was  made,  and  the  others  without 
further  heiitation  inflantly  repaired  alongfide, 
and  w^ere  admitted  on  board. 

Their  condudl  was  exaflly  fimilar  to  that  of 
their  more  northern  neighbours  who  had  vifited 
the  Difeovery,  all  their  atlions  were  diredted  by 
the  flridleft  honefly ;  the  mofl  implicit  confi¬ 
dence  was  repofed  in  all  their  dealings,  and  in  no 
one  inflance  did  they  abufe  the  indulgences  that 
wxre  fhewii  to  them.  They  w^ere  very  eager, 
expert,  and  clever  in  all  their  commercial  deal¬ 
ings.  They  bartered  aw^ay  their  garments,  wea¬ 
pons,  fifliing-tackle,  and  ornaments  in  great  va¬ 
riety,  but  neither  offered,  nor  appeared  to  have 
any  furs  for  fale.  Their  various  articles  of  drefs, 
&c.  wore  exchanged  principally  for  fpoons  and 
beads,  as  thefe  people  placed  but  little  value  on 
iron  or  copper.  Many  ot  them  fpoke  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  language,  and  from  w'hat  could  be  interred 
from  their  converfation  and  figns,  it  ffould  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  are  much  attached  to  the  people 
of  that  nation. 

The  wind  at  N.  W.  bringing  more  favorable 
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weather  in  the  evening,  the  Chatham  proceeded 
about  half  a  league  along  the  fouthern  rtiore,  in 
order  to  take  a  ftation  near  an  excellent  run  of 
water,  and  which  in  other  refpeds  was  more 
commodious  for  tranfadllng  their  bufmefs  with 
the  fliore.  When  moored  the  watering  place 
bore  by  compafs  S.  17  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
cable  and  a  half ;  the  points  of  entrance  into  the 
harbour,  S.  81  W.,  and  N.  70  W.;  fome  detach¬ 
ed  rocks  above  water,  from  N.  06  E.  to  N.  77 
E.;  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  harbour  being  about 
a  mile  diftant. 

O  wing  to  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  w^ea- 
ther,  their  operations  ot  refitting  were  greatly 
retarded  ;  ftorms  fucceeded  ftorms,  blowing  from 
all  quarters  with  -great  violence,  and  attended 
with  very  heavy  falls  of  fnovv.  In  one  of  thefe, 
on  the  IQth.,  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
fell  to  15,  which  was  the  greateft  degree  of  cold 
they  experienced. 

The  wdnd  between  eaft  and  S.  E.  blew  on  tlic' 
22d  with  more  than  its  former  fiirv,  and  durln<^; 
the  night  obliged  them  to  ride  witli  tw^o  anchors^ 
a-head  until  the  next  morning ;  when,  after 
fome  very  heavy  rain,  the  wind  moderated,  the 
clouds  difperfed,  and  by  noon  the  wxathcr  had 
become  ferene  and  pleafant,  the  mercury  having, 
rifen  to  42.  This  favorable  change  enabled  them 


to  accomplifn  all  their  neceffary  bufinefs  with 
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the  fhore,  and  on  thfe  following  morning  they 
failed  out  of  the  harbour,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  towards  cape  Douglas  ;  but  calm  weather 
about  noon  obliged  them  to  anchor  in  the  cove 
before  mentioned,  immediately  on  the  outfide  of 
the  harbour,  where  a  fingle  Ruffian  took  up  his 
refidcnce  amongfi:  a  fmall  party  of  the  natives. 
This  man,  with  another  of  the  name  of  Malla- 
cha,  who  faid  he  commanded  a  floop  mounting 
eight  guns,  had,  during  the  boifterous  weather, 
vifited  the  Chatham.  On  much  anxiety  being 
at  that  time  exprefled  to  procure  fome  tidings  of 
the  Difcovery,  and  as  fome  intelligence  feemed 
likely  to  be  gained  by  fending  over  to  cape  Doug¬ 
las,  Mallacha  took  charge  of  a  letter  from  Mr* 
Puget,  w  hich  he  promifed  fliould  be  fafely  de¬ 
livered,  and  an  anfwer  returned  in  cafe  the  Dif¬ 
covery  had  arrived  in  the  inlet.  Mr*  Puget  pre- 
fented  him  wdth  an  aflbrtment  of  ufcful  commo¬ 
dities,  and  added  to  thefe  fome  provifions  and 
rum.  This  tranfadlion  took  place  on  the  23d, 
and  he  promifed  to  be  back,  or  to  meet  the  Chat¬ 
ham  on  her  way  towards  cape  Douglas,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days  ;  but  on  their  arrival  in  this 
cove,  they  were  greatly  furprized  by  receiving  a 
vifit  from  the  refidcnt  Rufiian  in  a  ftatc  of  intoxi¬ 
cation,  who  delivered  a  requeft  from  Mallacha 
for  an  additional  fupply  of  rum,  and  who,  from 
this  man’s  account,  aoDearcdto  have  been  in  this 
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cove  ever  fince  he  had  quitted  the  Chatham,  and 
in  a  conftant  ftate  ot  Inebriety.  Mr.  Puget,  juftly 
incenfed  at  Mallacha’s  unpardonable  condudl,  re- 
fufed  his  requeft ;  and  confidered  the  following 
information  given  by  the  other  as  deferving  of 
little  credit.  He  ftated,  that  about  1 2  or  14  days 
before  fome  Indians  had  feen  a  three  mafted  vef- 
fel  pafs  to  the  north  of  the  barren  ifiands  on  her 
way  up  the  inlet,  and  that  an  Englifli  vcffel  had 
anchored  off  the  Kodiak  for  about  four  hours, 
and  then  was  driven  to  fea  by  a  fouth»eafi:  gale, 
and  had  been  no  more  feen. 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that 
the  diferediting  of  thefe  reports  was  probably 
more  owing  to  incorredl  interpreters  than  any  in¬ 
tention  on  the  part  of  the  Ruffians  to  deceive, 
and  it  fhews  the  great  uncertainty  of  any  infor¬ 
mation  obtained,  when  a  competent  knowledge 
of  the  language  made  ufe  of  is  not  mutually  pof- 
feffed  by  the  parties  converfing.  This  cai-tnot 
probably  be  more  fully  exemplified  than  in  the 
prefent  Inftance,  in  which  it  is  fair  to  prefume, 
that  the  intelligence  conveyed  was  founded  on 
fadls  ;  for  the  Difeovery  had  unqueftlonably  paf- 
fed  to  the  north  of  the  barren  ifiands,  and  had 
dlredled  her  courfe  up  the  inlet  about  the  time 
alluded  to  :  we  had  likewlfe  been  becalmed  on 
the  evening  of  the  5th  of  April,  with  mofi;  of 
our  fails  clewed  up,  within  tour  or  f.ve  miles  ot 
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the  eaftcrn  coail  of  Kodiak,  where  we  remained 
ftationary  in  good  foundings  nearly  four  hours, 
and  might  eafily  have  been  conildered  at  anchor  ; 
from  whence,  with  the  wind  in  the  eaftern  quar¬ 
ter,  we  were  driven  to  fea,  and  contended  with 
much  bolfterous  weather.  The  Indians  alfo,  who 
vifited  the  Dlfcovery  whllft  becalmed,  clearly 
underftood  fhe  was  an  Englifli  velTel ;  thus  the 
reports  made  to  Mr.  Puget  feem  to  have  corref- 
ponded  with  our  motions,  and  admit  aprefump- 
tion,  that  a  judgment  rather  too  hafty  w'as  formed 
of  the  veracity  of  thefe  Ruffians. 

But  to  refume  Mr.  Puget’s  narrative,  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  on  fhore,  in  the  cove  near  the  Indian 
village,  a  crofs  was  eredied,  on  which  were  fe- 
vcral  infcriptlons  In  the  Ruffian  charadler. 

A  ftrong  gale  from  the  S.  E.,  attended  with 
very  thick  mifty  weather,  continued,  and  de¬ 
tained  the  Chatham  until  the  evening  of  the  28  th, 
when  the  wind  becoming  lefs  violent,  prepara¬ 
tions  were  made  for  failing  the  next  morning. 
About  midnight,  a  party,  in  a  dozen  canoes,  ar¬ 
rived,  conducted  by  Portoff  the  Ruffian,  who  had 
vifited  them  when  off  point  Banks,  and  prefented 
them  with  a  fupply  of  cod  and  halibut,  being  the 
firil  they  had  caught  this  feafon.  Portoff  was 
qucftioncd  concerning  the  letter  intrufted  to  his 
care  off  point  Banks,  by  Mr.  Puget  ;  in  reply  to 
which  he  ftated,  that  it  had  been  fen t  to  a  fhip 
cfi  they 
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they  had  received  intelligence  of  being  in  the  in¬ 
let,  but  the  Indians  who  had  been  difpatched  af¬ 
ter  her  had  returned  unfuccefsful,  without  ob¬ 
taining  any  certain  information  where  the  velfel 
was  to  be  found. 

In  the  low  grounds,  at  the  head  of  the  cove, 
the  officers  of  the  Chatham  had  been  fo  fortu- 

I 

nate  as  to  kill  fome  wild  geefe  and  ducks.  The 
weather  on  the  29th  being  fair,  with  a  pleafant 
breeze  from  the  northward,  they  finally  quitted 
this  place,  which  obtained  the  name  of  Port 
Chatham  ;  it  is  fituated  behind  the  ifland  which 
forms  cape  Elizabeth,  and  from  that  promontory 
extends  to  a- point  in  a  diredlion  N.  45  E.  fiye 
miles  and  a  half,  and  from  thence  it  terminates 
in  an  excellent  harbour,  about  two  miles  long 
from  weft  to  eaft,  and  one  mile  broad  from  north 
to  fouth,  affording  fecure  and  convenient  anchor¬ 
age.  The  pafTage  into  it  paffing  to  the  north- 
weft  of  cape  Elizabeth,  is  free  from  all  obft ruc¬ 
tions,  but  fuch  as  are  fufficiently  confpicuous,  or 
eafily  avoided  ;  thefe  confift  principally  of  fhoals, 
that  extend  a  little  diftance  from  each  point  of 
the  cove,  and  an  iflet,  about  which  are  fome 
rocks  that  lie  to  the  fouth- weft  of  the  fouth- eaft 
point  of  entrance  into  the  harbour.  A  narrow 
channel  exifts  between  the  rocks  and  the  main 
land,  from  feven  to  12  fathoms  deep.  The  found¬ 
ings  in  general  in  port  Chatham  are  tolerably  re- 
Vo  l.V,  Q  gular 
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gulai*  from  five  to  twenty-five  fathoms,  the  bot¬ 
tom  a  ftifF  clay,  the  fliores  in  moft  places  are  a 
low  border,  very  well  wooded  with  pine  trees 
and  fome  fhrubs.  Tiiis  border  occupies  a  fmall 
fpace  between  the  water  fide  and  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  that  compofe  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
try,  up  which,  to  a  certain  height,  trees  and 
other  vegetables  were  produced  ;  but  their  more 
elevated  parts  appeared  to  be  barren,  and  their 
fummits  were  covered  with  fnow^  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  perpetual.  The  Chatham’s  anchorage,  off 
the  run  of  water,  was  found  to  be  in  latitude  5r>" 
14f  longitude  20Q^  4',  variation  24^  eafterlv. 
The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  near  the  change  of 
the  moon,  w'as  14,  but  during  the  neap  tides  not 
more  than  10  or  11  feet.  Hi^h  water  about  an 
hour  after  the  moon  had  paffed  the  meridian  ; 
but  this  and  other  circumftances  relative  to  the 
tides  wxre  found  to  be  greatly  Influenced  by  the 
force  and  dlredlion  of  the  winds.  The  fituation 
of  the  harbour,  in  refpeft  of  its  vicinity  to  the 
ocean,  its  free  accefs,  egrefs,  and _  very  conve¬ 
nient  communication  with  the  fliore,  are  conf- 
dered  by  Mr.  Puget  to  be  at  Icaft  equal,  if  not 
fipcrior,  to  the  generality  of  the  ports  that  we 
had  vifted  in  thefe  regions. 

After  quitting  port  Chatham,  owing  faint 
variable  winds  it  wus  near  noon  on  the  30th' be¬ 
fore  they  had  reached  within  a  few  miles  of  cape 
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Douglas,  where  the  coaft  is  compofed  of  a  low 
trad  of  country,  ftretching  into  the  fea  from  the 
bafe  of  very  lofty  mountains  wrapped  in  fnow, 
which  alfo  covered  the  furface  of  the  land  quite 
down  to  the  water’s  edge.  This  was  likewife 
the  cafe  with  that  which  appeared  to  be  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  cape,  fituated  in  latitude  5  8°  52^^ 
longitude  207°  2l';  oiF  which,  a  few  miles  to 
the  northward,  lies  a  very  low  flat  ifland  ;  and 
to  the  northward  of  the  mountains  that  form  the 
promontory  of  cape  Douglas  is  a  lofty  rugged 
ridge,  that  at  a  dlftance  feemed  to  be  detached, 
and  to  give  an  appearance  of  many  openings  in 
the  coaft  ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach  it  was  found 
to  be  firmly  conneded  by  land  lefs  elevated,  and 
forming  a  deep  bay  between  the  cape  and  the 
lower  borders  of  mount  St.  Auguftin.  This  be¬ 
came  the  firft  objed  of  their  examination. 

Light  baffling  winds  rendering  the  progrefs  of- 
the  vefTel  extremely  flow,  a  boat  was  difpatched 
to  facilitate  the  operations  of  their  furvey.  By 
noon  the  weather  had  materially  changed  ;  a 
fwell  rolled  in  from  the  eaft  ward,  and  as  this  was 
attended  by  other  indications  of  a  return  of  the 
fouth-eaft  and  eafterly  ftorms,  the  boat  wa.s  re¬ 
called,  and  the  Chatham  ftood  to  the  northward, 
in  the  hope  of  finding  fome  place  of  flielter ;  but 
the  wind  being  unfteady,  and  the  tide  fetting  taft 
towards  the  low  fhores  of  cape  Douglas,  they  an- 

Q.  2  chore  d 
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chored  In  21  fathoms  water,  foft  bottom.  Mount 
St.  Auguftin  bore  by  compafs  N.  24  W.  ;  an  ap¬ 
pearance  like  a  harbour,  S.  83  W. ;  the  above 
low  flat  ifland  from  S.  39  E.  to  S.  77  E.,  diftant 
about  a  mile ;  and  a  ledge  of  rocks  ftretching 
from  its  north-eaft  point,  N.  82  E.  At  low  wa¬ 
ter  the  extent  of  this  reef  was  very  materially  In- 
creafed.  A  very  uncomfortable  night  was  paf- 
fed  in  this  expofed  fituation,  which  however  they 
had  no  means  of  quitting,  becaufe  it  fell  calm, 
and  continued  fo  mofi:  part  of  the  night ;  yet  the 
atmofphere  bore  a  very  tempeftuous  appearance, 
and  they  had  a  very  heavy  and  irregular  fvvcll 
from  the  eaftward,  which  with  the  ebb  tide  de¬ 
tained  them  at  anchor  until  ten  in  the  forenoon 
of  the  ift  of  May,  In  the  a£l  of  w'eighing  the 
cable  parted,  by  which  unfortunate  accident  the 
anchor  was  Irrecoverably  loft. 

With  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  N.  E.  they  ftood 
to  the  weftward  in  order  to  examine  the  bay,  and 
found  the  depth  of  water  to  decreafe  from  feven- 
teen  to  nine  fathoms.  At  this  time  a  long  reef 
was  difcovered,  on  which  the  fea  broke  with 
great  violence,  extending  from  a  low  rocky  illet 
lying  before  the  apparent  harbour  above-men¬ 
tioned.  The  fhores  of  the  bay  in  moft  diredlions 
feemed  to  be  compadl,  but  encumbered  wnth 
large  rocks  and  ftones  ;  this  appearance  induced 
Mr.  Puget  to  retire  from  fuch  dangers,  and  to 
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direct!:  his  coiirie  to  the  northward  for  mount  St. 
Auguftin.  The  depth  of  water  w'as  10,  1  1,  and 
12  fathoms,  on  paffing  at  the  diftance  of  about 
four  leagues  from  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  which 
is  formed  by  an  extenfive  low  country,  lying  be- 
tw’-een  the  bafe  of  the  rugged  range  of  moun¬ 
tains  before  mentioned,  and  the  water  fide.  The 
termination  of  this  bay  not  appearing  to  have  the 
leafi:  navigable  opening  in  it,  a  more  minute  ex¬ 
amination  was  deemed  unneceffary. 

As  they  approached  mount  St.  Auguftin  it  was 
found  to  conftitute  a  very  remarkable  ifland,  rlf- 
ing  with  an  uniform  afeent  from  the  fliores  to 
its  lofty  fummit,  which  is  nearly  perpendicular 
to  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  inclining  fomewhat 
to  its  eaftern  fide.  The  width  of  the  paflage  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  main  land  is  about  fix  mllesj, 
through  which  they  failed  wfithln  about  half  a 
league  of  the  weftern  fiiore  of  the  ifland  in  feven, 
five,  and  nine  fathoms  water,  and  after' paffing 
its  weftern  extremity,  anchored  on  the  north  fide 
in  twelve  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom  ;  the 
fliores  of  the  ifland  bearing  by  compafs  from  N. 
65  E.  to  S.  4  W.,  the  neareft  fhore  S.  10  E., 
about  tw^o  miles  diftant,  and  its  moft  elevated 
part  fituated  S.  73  E.  in  latitude  5Q^  22b  longi¬ 
tude  207°  10"'.  This  ifland  is  ilatcd  bv  Mr.  Pua;et 
to  be  about  nine  leagues  in  circuit ;  towards  the 
fea-fide  it  is  very  low,  from  whence  it  rifes^ 

Q,  3  though 
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though  regular,  with  rather  a  fteep  afcent,  and 
'forms  a  lofty,  uniform,  conical  mountain,  pre- 
fenting  nearly  the  fame  appearance  from  every 
point  of  view,  and  clothed  down  to  the  water’s 
edge  with  fnow  and  ice,  through  which  neither 
tree  nor  (hrub  were  feen  to  protrude  ;  fo  that  if 
it  did  produce  any,  they  muft  either  have  been 
very  fmall,  or  the  fnow  muft  have  been  fuffici- 
ently  deep  to  have  concealed  them.  The  land¬ 
ing  upon  this  ifland  was  effected  with  fome  dift 
ficulty  on  the  ebbing  tide,  in  confequence  of  the 
fhore  being  bounded  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  by  innumerable  large  detached  rocks, 
through  which  a  paflage  w^as  found  with  much 
labour  for  the  boat.  Fragments  of  rock  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  haye  been  already  defcribed,  ap¬ 
peared  to  He  off  moft  parts  of  the  iiland,  but  no 
W'here  at  {o  great  a  diftance  as  from  its  northern 
fn  ore, 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Puget  ftates  that  they  were 
vifited  by  twm  Ruiftans,  accompanied  by  a  fmall 
party  of  the  natives,  whofe  refidence  was  toward 
the  north-eaft  point  of  the  ifland  ;  their  vifit  was 
not  of  a  very  intefefting  nature,  as  they  brought 
with  them  nothing  to  difpofe  of,  nor  could  they 
give  any  account  whether  any  veftel  had  pafled 
up  the  inlet  in  the  courfe  of  the  feafon.  On  this 
fubjedf  the  gentlemen  in  the  Chatham  began  to 
be  very  anxious,  but  as  they  entertained  not  the 
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leaft  doubt  that  they  had  preceded  the  Dlfcovery 
in  their -furvey,  a  letter  communicating  fuch  in¬ 
telligence  was  entrufted  to  their  Kufliari  vifitors. 

-  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May  they 
proceeded  to  the  northward  with  a  light  air  from 
the  S.  S.  W.,  attended  with  fair  and  plcailint  wea¬ 
ther  ;  and  as  they  advanced  along  the  w'eftcrn 
fliore  of  the  inlet,  it  was  obferved  to  be  indented 
and  broken  into  coves  and  fmall  bays,  that  ap¬ 
peared  likely  to  afford  convenient  anchorage. 
The  points  of  thefe  bays  w^re  in  general  fteep 
and  rocky,  behind  which  rofe  a  compadl  moun¬ 
tainous  country  to  a  confiderable  height,  being  a 
continuation  of  the  range  extending  from  cape 
Douglas,  clad  in  perpetual  fnow  ;  and  feemingly 
deftitute  of  any  vegetable  produdlions  except  on 
a  narrow^  flat  margin  commencing  at  the  foot  of 


thofe  mountains,  and  forming  the  fea  lliore, 
which  was  tolerably  w^ell  w^ooded.  At  noon  their 
obferved  latitude  w^as  5Q^  3  4^;  the  northern  moll: 
land  then  in  fight,  a  low  point  covered  with  trees, 
bore  by  compafs  N.  25  E. ;  cape  Elizabeth,  N, 
81  E. ;  the  Ifland  of  St.  Auguftln,  from  S.  40  E. 
to  f()Uth,  dlftant  three  leagues  ;  the  neareft  fhore 
dlftant  three  miles;  and  to  the  north-wefl  there 
were  three  Iflets,  behind  which  was  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  anchorage  and  flielter.  The  foutherly 
breeze  increafing  in  the  afternoon  enabled  thcim 
to  make  great  progrefs,  obferving  as  they  paffed 

Q  4  a  few 
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a  few  fmall  bays  or  coves  on  the  compad:  weftern 
fhore.  In  the  evening  they  were  met  by  one 
hundred  and  fifty  fikin  canoes,  which  were  efti^ 
mated  to  contain  about  three  hundred  of  the  na^ 
tives ;  fome  carried  three  perfons,  others  two, 
and  a  few  only  one  perfon.  They  fpoke  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  language,  pulled  off  their  hats  or  caps,  and 
bowed  as  they  pafiTed  ;  feveral  attempted  to  reach 
the  veflbl,  but  were  prevented  by  the  favorable 
breeze  which  was  too  valuable  at  this  time  to  be 
facrificed  to  the  curiofity  of  the  Indians.  The 
Chatham  continued  her  route  along  the  fliores> 
fimilar  to  thofe  already  defcribed,  until  ten 
o’clock,  when  fhe  hauled  her  wind,  and  plied 
under  an  eafy  fail  during  the  night. 

At  this  time  they  had  reached  that  part  of  the 
weftern  fhore  which  had  undergone  our  previous 
examination.  By  Mr.  Puget’s  journal  it  appears, 
that  a  com  pad:,  conneded  body  of  very  high 
mountainous  land  binds  the  weftern  fhore  of  this 
inlet,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  water  fide,  all 
the  way  from  cape  Douglas  to  the  volcano  ;  from 
whence  the  fame  lofty  range  continues  until  it 
branches  off  to  the  north -weft,  towards  thofe 
mountains  that,  from  the  upper  part  of  the  inlet 
bore  the  appearance  of  being  detached.  The 
found,  whofe  waters  appeared  tons  on  the  15th 
of  April  to  vv^afli  the  bafe  of  the  '^olcano  moun¬ 
tain,  was  approached  by  them  mu9h  nearer  than 
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by  us,  and  is  dcfcribed  by  Mr.  Puget  as  having 
been  feen  quite  rotmd  ;  in  its  fouth-weft  part  is 
a  fmall  opening  formed  by  two  low  points  co¬ 
vered  with  wood ;  the  ^entrance  is  very  narrow, 
and  at  low  water  a  fiat,  interfperfcd  with  large 
detached  ftones,  appeared  to  extend  from  the 
commencement  of  that  low  land  to  its  termina¬ 
tion,  including  the  paiTage  into  the  opening  or 
rivulet.  Under  thefe  circumftances  it  was  con- 
fidered  as  unworthy  of  any  further  examination, 
and  with  the  affiftance  of  the  flood  tide  their 
route  was  purfued  to  the^northward,  between  the 
low  ifland  and  the  main  land,  in  foundings  from 
30  to  13  fathoms  ;  keeping  near  the  former,  in 
the  expedlatlon  of  feeing  fome  of  the  Iluffians 
from  the  eftablifhment  that  Malacha  had  ftated 
to  be  on  the  ifland.  This  was  pafl'ed  within  about 
half  a  league  of  its  weftern  fide,  and  a  fignal  gun 
was  fired,  but  to  no  effed;.  About  eight  o’clock 
they  anchored  for  the  night  in  12  fathoms  w^at'er, 
coarfe  gravelly  bottom.  The  north- w'eft  point  of 
the  ifland  bore  by  compafs  N.  33  E.,  diftant  four 
miles,  and  the  Ibuth  point  S.  30  W.,  diftant  three 
leagues.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  5  th  of  May 
they  proceeded  towards  the  w^eft  Foreland,  with 
foundings  from  13  to  25  fathoms,  until  within 
about  four  miles  and  a  half  of  the  fhores  of  the 
main  land,  north  of  the  ifland,  when  the  depth 
decreafed,  and  as  the  flood  tide  was  then  over, 

they 
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they  anchored  in  ten  fathoms  water,  rocky  bot¬ 
tom.  The  weft  Foreland  bore  by  compafs  N. 
42  E.,  four  or  five  miles  diftant ;  the  north-weft 
point  of  the  ifland,  S.  34  E.;  the  bottom  of  a 
very  open  bay,  formed  by  the  land  retiring  a 
little  to  the  weftward  of  the  weft  Foreland,  N. 
4  7  W.;  at  low  water  the  flioal  noticed  by  Mefifis. 
Portlock  and  Dixon  was  diftinftly  feen  from  the 
maft-head,  from  S.  80  E.  to  S.  74  E.;  and  a  de¬ 
tached  rock  lying  off  the  north-eaft  point  of  the 
ifland,  S.  45  E. 

Mr.  Puget  reprefents  the  country  from  the 
above  fuppofed  found  as  defeending  from  the 
bafe  of  the  mountains,  and  gradually  forming  an 
inclined  plane,  terminating  at  the  w^ater  fide  in 
a  compact  beach,  or  low  cliffs  well  wooded  ;  the 
mountains  rife  very  perpendicularly,  and,  like 
the  others  that  incompafs  this  region,  are  lofty, 
apparently  barren,  and  always  covered  with  fnow  ; 
from  the  fhores  of  this  open  bay  a  fhoal  extends 
fome  diftance  into  the  inlet.  Whilft  they  were 
waiiting  for  the  return  of  fipod,  fome  of  the  na¬ 
tives  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  a  thrcc- 
mafted  veffel  had  pafled.  up  the  inlet  not  many 
days  before,  and  to  confirm  the  truth  of  their 
report,  produced  the  beads  and  other  articles  they 
had  procured  from  the  fnip,  w  hich  they  deferibed 
-  to  be  at  anchor  at  no  great  diftance. 

Notwithftanding  the  behaviour  of  thefe  people 
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was  as  orderly  and  civil  as  can  poffibly  be  ima¬ 
gined,  nothing  could  prevail  with  them  to  carry 
a  letter  to  the  velTel  they  fpoke  of ;  not  from  the 
labour  or  danger  that  might  attend  their  expedi¬ 
tion,  but  from  an  objedtlon  that  they  had  to  the 
•  letter  itfelf ;  which  they  couid  not  be  induced 
even  to  touch.  A  fimilar  inftance  of  this  nature 
occurred  to  Mr.  Whidbey,  who  widied  to  intruft 
to  the  care  of  our  Indian  paffengers  a  letter  to 
be  delivered  to  the  Chatham  on  her  arrival  in 
their  neighbourhood,  but  they  aifo  declined  hav¬ 
ing  any  thing  to  do  with  it.  This  cautious  con- 
dudl  proceeds  in  all  probability,  from  their  being 
inftrufted  to  behave  in  this  manner  towards 
itrangers  by  their  Iluffian  mafters,  who  feemed 
on  all  occafions  to  pofTefs  great  influence  and  au¬ 
thority  over  them.  ) 

"  On  the  firfi:  of  the  flood  tide  the  Chatham 
failed  round  the  w^efi;  Foreland,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  mile  from  the  (hore,  with  foundings  from 
7  to  12  fathoms.  A  rock  was  obferved  that  is 
vifiblc  only  at  half  tide,  about  the  fourth  of  a 
mile  from  the  extremity  of  the  point,  from 
whence  they  were  vifited  by  two  Indians,  who 
confirmed  the  intelligence  rcfpe(fting  the  Difeo- 
very,  and  put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt,  by 
diflindly  pronouncing  my  name,  and  pointing 
out  the  diredtion  where  the  veifel  would  be  found. 
Mr.  Puget  inamediately  fo  diredfed  his  courfe, 

and 
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and  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  as  already  re¬ 
lated. 

Every  thing  being  in  readlnefs  to  depart  from 
a  fituation  that  had  produced  us  fuch  a  continual 
anxiety,  and  had  in  other  refpefts  been  extremely 
uncomfortable,  we  weighed  with  the  firft  of  the 
ebb  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Wed- 

t 

nefday  the  7th,  and  with  a  light  breeze  from  the 
ibuthward  turned  down  the  channel  to  the  Cha¬ 
tham,  and  anchored  for  the  night  off  the  north- 
%veft  point  of  Turnagain  ifland  in  15  fathoms 
water,  having  found  the  foundings,  as  on  our 
paflage  up  the  inlet,  very  irregular.  Here  we 
were  vlfited  by  two  Ruffians,  who  camie  in  a 
large  canoe  or  boat  paddled  by  ten  Indians  ;  one 
of  the  Ruffians  was  the  principal  perfon  of  the 
party  with  wdiom  Mr.  Whldbey  had  met  near 
the  north  Foreland,  the  other  a  clerk,  or  perfon 
of  fome  fuch  defeription  belonging  to  the  eftab- 
lifliment  on  the  eaftern  ffiore  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  caff  Foreland  ;  their  errand  was  intended 
as  a  vifit  to  us,  and  as  we  were  bound  towards 
their  places  of  abode,  they  readily  accepted  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  proceed  with  us,  inffead  of  returning 
In  their  open  boat.  On  the  making  ebb  tide, 
about  two  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday 
the  8th,  w^e  again  proceeded  wdth  a  light  breeze  > 
from  the  northward.  Our  courfe  w^as  diredled 
a  little  nearer  to  the  ifland  than  before,  by  wdiich 
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means  we  now  paiTed  over  in  3i  fathoms  water 
the  north  part  of  the  fhoal  that  extends  from  the 
weft  end  of  Turnagain  ifland.  In  confequence 
of  this  fpit,  and  the  fhoals  from  the  northern 
fliore,  which  alfo  project  in  a  point  tow^ards  the 
ifland,  the  navigable  channel  is  reduced  to  fcarcelj 
a  mile  in  width  ;  the  deepeft  water,  which  docs 
not  exceed  fix  and  feven  fathoms  at  half  tide,  is 
neareft  to  the  northern  tide.  From  this  flioai 
as  we  fteered  to  the  fouth*wxfl:,  the  depth  of 
w^ater  foon  increafed  to  12  fathoms.  Our  route  to 
the  weft  ward  was  now  directed  about  half  a  league 
or  tw^o  miles  to  the  fouth  of  our  former  track,  in 
which  w^e  confldered  ourfelves  clear  of  Ihoals 
or  other  interruptions  ;  but  we  had  not  proceeded 
more  than  fix  miles  in  a  weft  direction  from  the 
ifland,  when  the  depth  of  water  again  decrcafed 
to  7,  5,  and  4  fathoms,  and  on  the  boat  that  w^as 
founding  a-head  coming  into  Sj  fathoms,  w^e 
fteered  more  to  the  northward  ;  and  on  the  depth 
increafmg  we  refumed  our  wefterlj  courfe,  w  ith 
regular  foundings  from  7  to  lO  fathoms,  in  which 
latter  depth  the  flood  tide  obliged  us  to  anchor^ 
until  with  the  affiftance  of  the  ebb  tide,  by  five 
in  the  afternoon  wx  had  nearly  approached  the 
north  Foreland,  v/hen  the  Ruffian  commandant 
took  his  leave,  with  a  promife  of  returning  in  the 
evening.  We  anchored  again  on  the  return  of 
the  flood,  about  a  league  to  the  fouthw^ard  of  his 

refidence. 


238  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [maY, 

refidence,  but  faw  nothing  of  him  ;  the  other 
Ruffian  howxver  remained  on  board,  in  order  to 
condud.  us  to  their  fetdement  on  the  eaftern 
Ihore,  whither  we  did  not  arrive,  owing  to  faint 
variable  winds,  until  Saturday  morning  the  10th, 
when  wc  anchored  before  a  fmall  creek  in  10 
fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom.  The  eaft  Foreland 
by  compafs  bore  N.  3  4  W.,  the  weft  Foreland, 
N.  7^  W.;  the  volcano,  S.  30  W.;  the  fouthern- 
mofl:  part  of  the  eaftern  ffiorc  in  fight,  S.  25  E.; 
and  the  creek,  N.  70  E.,  about  a  league  diftant. 
In  this  fituation  the  obferved  latitude  was 
35k  longitude  20g°  2l'. 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  the  commanding 
officer  at  the  place  fent  a  very  civil  meffage,  re- 
quefting  we  would  vifit  their  habitation,  with 
which  after  breakfaft,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Men- 
zles  and  our  Ruffian  paffenger,  1  complied.  As 
wx  drew  near  to  the  ffiore  the  depth  of  water 
gradually  decreafed,  until  in  the  entrance  of  the 
creek  we  found  but  one  fathom  from  fide  to  fide. 
On  our  arrival  here  wc  were  fainted  by  two  guns 
from  a  kind  of  balcony,  above  w’hich  the  Ruffian 
flag  wxs  difplayed  on  the  top  of  a  houfe  fituated 
on  the  cliffs,  which  in  moft  places  compofe  the 
ihores  of  the  upper  part  of  the  inlet,  rlfing  per¬ 
pendicularly  from  a  beach,  which  generally  com¬ 
mences  at  high  water  mark.  The  compliment 
of  two  guns  was  repeated  on  our  landing,  wffiere 
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we  met  fome  Ruffians,  who  came  to  welcome 
and  conducS  us  to  their  dwelling  by  a  very  indif¬ 
ferent  path,  which  was  rendered  more  difagree- 
able  by  a  moft  intolerable  ftench,  the  worft,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  of  the  ffiunk,  I  had  ever  the  incon¬ 
venience  of  experiencing  ;  occafioned  I  believe 
by  a  depofit  made  during  the  winter  of  an  Im- 
menfe  colle6llon  of  all  kinds  ot  filth,  offal,  &c. 
that  had  now  become  a  fluid  mafs  of  putrid 
matter,  juft  without  the  railing  that  Inclofed 
the  Ruffian  fadlory,  over  which  theft  noxious  ex¬ 
halations  fpread,  and  ftemed  to  become  a  greater 
nulfance  by  their  combination  with  the  effluvia 
arifing  from  the  houfts.  We  were  however  con- 
ftralned  to^pafs  fome  time  in  this  eftablifflment, 
which  occupied  a  fpace  of  about  an  hundred  and 
twenty  yards  fquare,  fenced  in  by  a  very  ftout 

paling  of  fmall  fpars  of  pine  and  birch,  placed 

1 

cloft  together  about  twelve  feet  high.  Theft 
were  fixed  firm  in  the  ground,  yet  they  appeared 
to  be  a  very  defencelefs  barricade  agkinft  any  hof- 
tlle  attempts,  even  of  the  Indians,  as  the  whole 
might  eafily  be  reduced  to  afhes  by  fire  on  the 
outfide,  as  could  alfo  their  houfts  within  the 
fence,  thoft  being  built  with  w^ood  and  covered 
in  with  thatch.  The  largcft  of  theft,  reftmbling 
in  its  ffiape  a  barn,  w^as  about  thirty-five  yards 
ftng,  about  as  many  feet  in  breadth,  and  about 
ten  or  twelve  feet  high  ;  this  w^as  appropriated 

to 
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ta  the  refidence  of  thirty-fix  Ruffians,  who,  with 
their  commander  Mr.  Stephen  Zikoff,  then  on 
an  cxcurfion  to  prince  William’s  found,  compre¬ 
hended  the  total  number  of  Ruffians  at  this  Ra¬ 
tion  ;  all  of  Vvdiom  excepting  the  commander 
refide  in  this  houfe,  Vvdiich  principally  confifts  of 
one  common  room,  anfwering  all  the  purpofes  of 
ffielter,  feeding,  and  fleeping  in.  For  their  better 
accommodation  when  at  reft,  two  platforms, 
each  about  eight  feet  Vvide,  wxre  raifed  about 
eight  or  nine  inches  from  the  ground  or  floor, 
and  extended  from  end  to  end  on  each  fide  of 
the  room  ;  thefe  were  divided  into  eighteen  open 
partitions  or  ftalls,  one  of  which  was  allotted  to 
each  perfon,  as  his  particular  apartment,  the 
middle  of  the  room  being  common  to  them  alL 
The  ftalls  were  divided  like  thofe  in  the  ftables 
of  public  inns,  by  pofts  only,  on  which  hung 
their  fpare  apparel,  wfith  their  arms  and  accou¬ 
trements.  The  room  though  unglazed  was  to¬ 
lerably  li2:ht,  as  in  the  window^s  a  fubftitute  for 
glafs  was  made  ufe  of,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be 
a  thin  m>embrane  from  the  inteftines  of  the 
whale ;  this  admitted  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
light  for  all  their  purpofes,  and  excluded  the  wind 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather.  •  The  largeft  of 
thefe  windows  was  at  the  furtheft  or  upper  end, 
near  which  ftood  an  humble  wooden  table  very 
rudely  wrought,  and  furrounded  by  forms  of  the 
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fame  material.  To  thefe  we  were  conduced  by 
two  of  the  party  who  feemed  to  have  fome  fu- 
periority  over  the  reft,  one  of  whom  appeared  to 
be  the  principal  perfon  in  the  abfence  of  Mr. 
ZikofF,  the  other  a  kind  of  fteward  or  perfon 
charged  with  the  moveable  property  belonging, 
to  the  fadtory.  If  we  imderftood  them  right 
this  fettlement  had  been  thus  eftabliflied  twelve 
years,  notwithftanding  which  we  did  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  any  attempt  had  been  made  either  to 
cultivate  the  land,  or  to  fupply  themfelves  more 
comfortably  by  the  introdudlion  of  domeftic  ani¬ 
mals.  The  only  refrefhment  they  had  to  offer, 
was  fome  cold  boiled  halibut,  and  raw  dried  fal- 
mon  intended  to  be  eaten  wdth  it  by  w^ay  of 
bread.  This  very  homely  fare  produced  us  no 
difappointment ;  for  had  it  been  otherways,  and 
confifting  of  the  greateft  niceties,  we  fhould  not 
have  been  Inclined  to  have  partaken  of  the  re- 
paft,  in  a  place,  where  the  atmofphere  we  in¬ 
haled  w^as  fo  extremely  offenfive,  that  every  fen- 
fation  that  is  unpleafant  was  excited,  excepting 
that  of  hunger.  This  occafioned  the  fliortening 
of  our  vlfit  as  much  as  common  civility  w^ould 
allow,  and  as  we  prepared  to  feek  the  relief  of  a 
purer  air,  we  w^ere  attended  by  our  two  leaders 
in  taking  a  view  of  .the  reft  of  the  fettlement. 
We  found  It  to  confift  of  a  fmallcr  houfe  fituated 
at  the  wxft  end  of  the  large  one,  in  which  Mr. 
VoL.  V.  II  Zikoff 
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Zlkoff  the  commander  refided;,  and  two  or  three 
and  twenty  others  of  different  dimenfions  all 
huddled  together  without  any  kind  of  regularity, 
appropriated  to  the  depofiting  of  (lores,  and  to 
the  educating  of  Indian  children  in  the  Ruffian 
language*  and  religious  perfuafion  ;  they  W'ere  alfo 
the  refidence  of  fuch  of  the  natives  as  were  the 
companions,  or  the  immediate  attendants  on  the 
Ruffians  compofmg  the  eftabliffiment.  Our  at¬ 
tention  was  next  diredled  to  the  velTel  we  had 
been  Informed  belonged  to  this  place.  She  w^as 
found  hauled  up  juft  above  the  general  line  of 
high  water  mark,  clofe  under  the  cliffs  on  which 
their  hbufes  were  eredled.  Her  burthen  I  efti- 
mated  at  about  fixty  or  feventy  tons;  (lie  was 
very  clumfiiy  rigged  with  two  mafts,  and  her 
hull  had  the  oakum  dropping  out  of  the  feams, 
and  was  in  other  refpefts  much  out  of  repair.  In 
this  fituatlon  (he  had  been  for  twm  years,  and 
was  ft  ill  to  remain  there  tw^o  years  longer,  when 
this  party  would  be  relieved,  and  the  veffel  re¬ 
paired,  in  wdilch  they  would  return  to  Kamt- 
fehatka. 

The  place  where  the  veffel  was  laid  up  was 
hardly  within  fight  of  their  habitation,  ffie  could 
therefore  in  the  event  of  any  mifunderftanding 
wdth  the  natives  have  been  eafily  fet  on  fire,  or 
otherwife  deftroyed,  which  could  not  have  been 
fo  eafily  accomplilhed  had  (he  remained  in  the 
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creek,  where  the  water  feemed  to  be  of  fufficicnt 

i 

depth  to  keep  her  conftantly  alioat,  and,  by  that 
means  to  afford  the  .Ruffians  a  retreat  that  might 
prov^  very  defirable  in  the  event  of  any  Infurrec- 
tion.  Their  apprchenfioris  however  on  this  fcore 
did  not  feem  very  great,  for  they  were  very  ill 
provided  to  defend  themfelves  againfl  any  attack. 
The  whole  of  their  armoury,  confifled  of  two 
fmall  brafs  fwivel  guns,  each  carrying  about  a 
pound  fhot,  mounted  on  the  balcony  at  the  top 
of  the  large  houfe,  which  is  fufEciently  high  to 
overlook  all  the  inclofed  premifes  ;  a  fimilar  piece 
of  ordnance  at  the  door  of  the  entrance,  about  a 
dozen  mulkets  hanging  apparently  in  conftant 
readinefs  near  the  upper  end  of  the  great  room, 
with  two  or  three  piftols,  and  a  few  fhort  dag¬ 
gers. 

Our  curiofity  and  inquiries  thus  fatisfied,  I  in¬ 
vited  thefe  two  gentlemen  to  accompany  us  on 
board,  with  which  they  readily  complied.  They 
prefented  me  with  a  few  fkins  of  the  land  ani¬ 
mals  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  very  fine 
halibut,  which  was  highly  acceptable,  as  it  was 
the  firft  frefh  fifh  wc  had  procured  this  feafon. 
A  brlfk  northerly  breeze  prevailed  on  our  reach¬ 
ing  the  Ihip  ;  this  temptation  to  proceed  was  too 
great  to  allow"  of  our  remaining  at  anchor,  though 
it  neceffarily  fnortened  the  flay  of  our  vifitors. 
On  their  departure  I  gave  them  a  fmall  aflbrt- 
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ment  of  fucli  things  as  were  moft  likely  to  prove 
fervlceable  in  their  retirement,  which  they  very 
thankfully  accepted. 

We  now  directed  our  coiirfe  along  the  eaftern 
fhore,  towards  the  entrance  of  the  inlet ;  but  the 
northerly  breeze  being  foon  fucceeded  by  light 
variable  airs,  our  progrefs  became  fo  flow,  that 
it  was  ten  at  night  on  Monday  the  12th  before 
we  had  arrived  within  about  eight  miles  of  point 
Bede,,  bearing  by  compafs  S.  44  R.  Here  we 
anchored  in  30  fathoms  water,  and  were  vifited 
by  three  of  the  natives,  who  brought  the  letter 
Mr.  Puget  had  given  in  charge  to  fome  of  the 
Ruffians,  and  who  prefented  us  with  four  hali¬ 
buts,  which  they  faid  were  fent  by  Mr.  Berrenoff ;; 
this  gentleman  they  faid  was  on  fhore,  and  that 
he  had  directed  them  to  fay,  that  if  we  fhould 
remain  at  anchor  until  the  next  morning,  he 
would  pay  us  a  viiit. 

As  I  much  wiffied  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
Mr.  Berrenoff,  who  we  had  been  given  to  un- 
derftand  was  the  commandant  of  all  the  Ruffian 
eftabliffiments  on  the  Kodiak,  and  about  the  en¬ 
trance  into  this  inlet,  I  did  not  depart  as  I  had 
purpofed  in  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  13th  ; 
but  hearing  nothing  further  of  him,  with  the  firft 
of  the  ebb  in  the  afternoon,  and  a.  light  breeze 
from  the  N.  W.  we  proceeded  to  the  fouthward, 
fm  the  morning  we  had  been  vifited  by  feveral  of 

the: 


245 


I79^*]  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

the  natives,  all  of  whom  condudled  themfelves 
like  their  neighbours  with  the  utmoft  propriety. 
As  we  approached  point  Bede,  PortofF,  to  whorn 
Mr.  Puget  had  intrufted  a  letter  addreffed  to  me 
off  cape  Douglas,  came  with  it  on  board,  accom¬ 
panied  by  two  of  his  countrymen.  From  him 
we  underftood  that  Berrenoff,  who  was  then  on 
his  w^ay,  would  be  with  us  in  the  courfe  of  the 
afternoon  or  evening.;  that  he  was  very  anxious 
for  an  interview  with  us,  and  that  he  requefted 
we  would  not  proceed  to  fea.  On  their  depar¬ 
ture  one  of  them  promifed  to  provide  us  with,  a 
large  fupply  of  fifli  by  the  next  morning,  the  14th. 
About  day-light  he  met  the  fhip  off  the  Barren 
ides,  and  pundfually  performed  his  promife,  by 
affording  us  halibut  fufficient  to  ferve  the  whole 
of  the  crew  two  or  three  days.  Hearing  no  tid¬ 
ings  of  the  commandant,  and  having  a  fteady 
breeze  from  the  eaftward,  we  plied  towards  the 
ocean  until  noon,  when  the  weather  affuming  a 
very  unfavorable  appearance,  attended  with- a 
heavy  fwxll  from  the  ealiward,  we  ■  anchored  off 
the  north  part  of  point  Bede  in  31  fathoms 
water,  having  the  fonthernmofi  part  of  that  poii^t 
and  cape  Elizabeth  in  a  line,  bearing  by  compaf^ 
S.  54  E. ;  the  neareft  fhore,  being  a  detached 
rock  wdth  fome  fmailer  ones  about. it,  N.  51  'E. 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  diftant ;  land  we  fuppofed 
to  be  the  points  of  entrance  into  Graham’s  har- 

R  3  '  hour, 
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hour,  from  N.  35  E.  to  N.  12  E.  the  former  at 
the  dlftance  of  two,  the  latter  at  about  three 
leagues ;  the  volcano,  N.  04  W.  and  the  Barren 
ifles  from  S.  8  E.  to  S.  ]  8  E.  In  this  fituation 
our  obfervations  on  the  following  day,  Thurfday 
the  15th,  fhewed  the  latitude  to  be  59°  IQi^  lon¬ 
gitude  208°  4l';  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  by  three  fets  of  azimuths,  differing  from 
20^  lO^  to  27®  35',  gave  the  mean  refult  20^  53^ 

f 

eaftwardly. 

The  friendly  Ruffian,  who  had  fo  amply  fup- 
plied  us  with  halibut,  again  appeared,  and  ftated, 
that  Mr.  Berrenoff  would  on  a  certainty  be  with 
ms  in  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon ;  and,  as  I  now 
‘underftood  he  would  bring  an  Englifh  interpreter 
"with  him,  an  interview  became  infinitely  more 
defirable,  from  the  profped:  we  had  of  acquiring 
fome  interefting  intelligence  refpedling  thefe  re¬ 
gions  ;  yet,  as  I  had  been  twice  difappolnted  in 
fimllar  affurances,  the  third  engagement  by  no 
'means  warranted  any  further  delay,  efpecially  as 
'the  caufe  which  had  produced  our  detention  no 
longer  exlfted.  For  thefe  reafons,  with  the  af- 
_fiflance  of  the  ebb  tide,  and  a  wefterly  wind,  w^c 
proceeded  abbut  two  o’clock,  but  it  was  fo  flowly, 
-that  it  was  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  before 
vvc'had  paffed  cape  Elizabeth;  which,  from  the 

feffiiticf  our  obfervations,  appeared  to  be  fituated 

♦ 

i'ii  latitude  59°  longitude  208°  53k  which  po- 

’  fitlon^ 
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fition,  like  that  of  the  reft  of  the  coaft  viiited  by 
us  this  feafon,  is  confiderably  to  the  eaftvvard  of 
the  longitude  as  ftated  by  Captain  Cook,  the 
difference  being  from  1°  S''  to  12'',  or  C  14^. 
The  delineation  of  the  fliores  of  this  inlet  and  its 
foundings  will  likewife  aflume,  in  a  few  inftances, 
a  trivial  difference  from  the  reprefentation  of  that 
able  and  illuftrious  navigator,  in  confequence  of 
our  having  been  able  to  appropriate  a  greater 
length  of  time  to  the  examination  of  it  than  it 
was  in  Captain  Cook’s  power  to  beftow  ;  yet  the 
difagreement  of  the  two  furveys  is  fo  inconfider* 
able,  that  it  will  require  the  eye  of  a  critical  ob- 
ferver  to  difeover  the  particulars  in  which  they 
vary. 

Thus  we  took  our  leave  of  Cook’s  inlet,  where, 
from  our  different  interview's  with  the  Ruffians 
fettled  on  its  fliores,  it  might  have  been  reafon- 
ably  expedled  that  much  information  v/ould  have 
been  derived  concerning  the  objedts  and  advan- 
tages  in  contemplation,  from 'the  extcnfion  of 
that  empire  to  fuch  renlote  regiods.  Ignorance 
of  each  other’s  language,  that  infurmountable 
obftacle  to  the  attainment  of  fuch  kind  of  know¬ 
ledge,  attended  on  all  our  inquiries,  and  in  mioft 
inftances  rendered  them  extremely  inconel afivc, 
and  often  very  contradiefory  to  w'hat  wx  had  at. 

firft  unck’rftood.  This  difficulty  was  not  a  little 

« 

Increafcd  by  the  want  of  information  in^moft  of 

R.  4  .  our 


t 
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our  Ruffian  vifitors,  with  regard  to  every  thing 
that  appertained  to  the  fcience'of  geography. 
Our  repeated  converfations  with  the  perfon  who 
conduced  us  to  the  fettlement  on  the  eaftern 
fticn'e,  led  us  to  imagine  that  a  navigable  branch 
of  this  inlet  extended  from  the  eaftern  fide,  and 
communicated  with  an  immenfe  lake  to  the 
north -eaft,  in  which  were  whales,  feals,  fea  otters, 
and  a  variety  of  fait- water  fifh  ;  that  the  fhores 
of  it  were  too  diftant  to  be  vifible  from  each 
other ;  and  that  he  knew  not  in  what  dire<ftion 
it  united  with  the  ocean  ;  but  that  Mr.-  Zikoff 

V 

w^as  gone  thither,  on  an  exploring  expedition. 
All  this  we  fuppofed  we  had  perfectly  compre¬ 
hended,  until  our  arrival  at  the  facftory,  when  in 
order  to  become  better  acquainted  with  circum- 
ftances  of  fo'  much  importance  to  us,  I  fought 
for  a  confirmation  of  what  we  had  thus  been 
told ;  but,  to  my  great  furprize,  wdien  I  had  af- 
cended  the  balcony  at  the  top  of  the  houfe,  I  was 
made  to  perceive  in  the  moft  unequivocal  man¬ 
ner,  that  it  was  the  inlet  itfeJf  that  had  been 
meant,  and  that  the  eaftern  navigable  branch 
was  no  other  than  Turnagain  arm,  (which  nearly 
communicates  with  Prince  William’s  found)  in 
which  Mr.  Zikoff  was  gone  to  a  Mr.  Colomene, 
who  commanded  a  Rufiian  eftabllfhment  near 
cape  Hinchinbrook. 

This  incldcnf  "will  afford  fufficlent  proof  how 

little 
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little  dependance  is  to  be  placed  on  information 
affumed  from  perfons  but  ill  qualified  to  anfwer 
our  queftions  if  underflood,  and  with  whom,  for 
want  of  language,  our  communication  was  necefi- 
farily  very  uncertain  and  imperfedl ;  it  will  alfb 
fliew,  on  how  flight  foundation  the  theories  of 
mediterranean  feas,  and  of  a  north- weft  palTage, 
may  often  refl. 

Intelligence  procured  from  fuch  authority, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  and  unfupported  by 
other  corroborative  evidence,  or  that  does  not 
carry  with  it  the  flrongeft  prefumptive  proof  of 
its  being  corre6l,  ought  always  to  be  received 
with  the  utmofl  caution.'  By  this  rule  I  had  uni¬ 
formly  governed  my  condudl ;  and  in  the  inflance 
of  the  communication  of  this 'inlet  with  Prince 
William’s  found,  I  did  not  corifider  myfelf  war¬ 
ranted  to  credit  the  information  we  had  received 
'  to  that  effedf,  until  it  had  been  ftated,  without 
the  ieafl  deviation  or  contradiction,  as  well  on 
board  the  Chatham  as  the  Difcovery,  that  a 
branch  of  that  found  extended  within  a  few 
mil  es  of  the  upper  end  of  Turnagain  arm. 

Hence  thefe  two  extcnfive  inlets  appeared  to 
be  feparated  from  each  other  only  by  a  narrow 
iflhmus  of  compadl  mountainous  land,  that  pre¬ 
cluded  all  poffibility  of  any  navigable  interior 
water-CQurfe  through  it  from  any  part  of  the 

fliores 


I 
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iliorcs  of  tlie  intervening  peninfula ;  and  ren¬ 
dered  a  minute  examination  of  the  coaft  of  this 
peninfuia  of  little  importance,  as  it  would  have 
occupied  a  large  portion  of  time,  and  could  not 
have  furthered  the  attainment  of  the  great  objedf 
we  had  in  view,  any  more  than  a  complete  fur- 
vey  of  the  numerous  iflands,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  two  preceding  fummers  we  had  difcovered 
lying  before  the  continental  boundaries.  For 
this  reafon  I  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  our 


w^ay  towards  Prince  William’s  found,  and  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  fhorcs  of  the  peninfula,  fo  far  only  as 
could  be  done  from  the  fhlp  in  paffing  along  its 
coaft.  This  would  gre 
operations  this  feafon,  w'hich,  notwithftanding 
they  had  commenced  at  a  very  early  period,  had 
yet  accompl idled  little  in  comparifon  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  coaft  we  had  yet  to  furvey  in  the  courfe 
of  this  fummer.  Trufting  that  our  examination 
of  Prince  William’s  found,  though  commencing 
only  from  its  fouth-weft  point  of  entrance,  w^ould 
kiftlfy  this  proceeding,  our  courfe  was  dlredled 
thither.  " 


atly  tend  to  facilitate  our 


r 

I  had  it  In  contemplation,  during  this  purfuit, 
iliould  clrcumftances  concur,  to  ftop  fliort  of 
Prince  William’s  found  at  port  Andrews;  fo 
named  by  Mr.  Portiock,  but  called  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fians  Blyin^>;  found  :  where  we  had  been  informed 


by 
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by  our  vlfitors,  (particularly  by  Portoif,  who  was 
by  far  the  moft  intelligent)  that  they  had  an  arfe- 
nal,  and  that  one  or  two  Englifhmcn,  affifted  by 
feme  Ruffian  artificers,  were  building  with  the 
timber  of  the  country  a  fliip  as  large  as  the  Difi- 
covery.  This  intelligence  had  been  obtained  in 
confcquence  of  my  having  repeatedly  inquired, 
where  there  was  a  convenient  fituation  for  lay¬ 
ing  the  Difeovery  on  Qiore ;  being  apprehenfive 
that  her  bottom  might  have  received  fome  in¬ 
jury,  from  the  numerous  accidents  to  which  ffie 
had  been  lately  expofed. 

Blying  found  was  flrongly  recommended  by 
Portoff,  who  affured  me  that  the  rife  and  fall  of 
the  tide  on  a  very  convenient  beach,  was  fully 
fufficient  to  anfwer  all  our  purpofes,  and  that  his 
countrymen  not  only  pofleffed  the  means,  but 
w’ould  be  happy  in  rendering  us  every  affiftance 
we  might  require  ;  and  that  on  Mr.  Berrenoff 
being  made  acquainted  with  our  arrival  there, 
he  w^ould  immediately  repair  thither,  that  no¬ 
thing  in  their  power  might  be  wanting  to  relieve 
our  neceffities.  But  as  our  availing  ourfelves  of 
thefe  fcrvices  would  greatly  depend  on  the  exift- 
ing  circumftances  at  the  time  ot  our  arrival  in 
that  neighbourhood,  and  particularly  as  Blying 
found  was  not  fo  central  for  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  our  furvey  of  Prince  William’s  found  as  I 

could 
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could  have  wiflied,  I  made  no  arrangements  for 
benefiting  by  thefe  very  kind  and  friendly  offers. 

Having  accomplilhed  by  our  joint  labours  the 
examination  of  the  fhores  of  Cook’s  inlet  from 
cape  Douglas  to  its  utmofi  extremity,  and  from 
thence  to  the  eaft  Foreland,  I  fhall  conclude  this 
chapter  by  remarking,  that  although  circum- 
ftances  did  not  permit  us  to  make  fuch  aftrono- 
mical  obfervations  on  the  fpot  as  I  confidered  to 
be  neceflary  for  determining  the  longitude  of  our 
ftation  at  the  head  of  Cook’s  inlet,  yet  we  were 
fortunate  in  obtaining  thofe  that  very  fatisfaftorily 
fliewed  the  rates  of  our  chronometers,  from  which 
authority  we  were  enabled  to  afeertain  the  longi¬ 
tudinal  menfuration  of  our  furvej,  and  to  deduce 
from  fubfequent  obfervations  what  I  confidered 
as  its  true  longitude. 

The  obfervations  for  obtaining  the  latitude, 
the  rates  of  the  chronometers,  and  the  variation 
of  the  compafs,  were  made  on  fliore,  at  the 
watering  place  near  the  fliip’s  ftation  at  the  head 
of  Cook’s  inlet ;  (they  were  as  follow) 


Kendall’s  chronometer  Ihewed  the 
longitude  according  to  the  Ka- 


rakakooa  rate  to  be 

208° 

O  ''  35 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  according  to  the 

fame  rate 

209 

31  25 

Arnold’s 
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i  Arnold’s  No.  17O,  according  to 

the  fame  rate 

True  longitude  deduced  from  fub- 
fequent  obfervations  as  before 
ftated 

H  By  this  authority^  and  twelve 
■*'  fets  of  altitudes  taken  be- 

If 

tween  the  20th  of  April  and 
0th  of  May,  both  days  inclu- 
five,  Arnold’s  No.  17O  was 
found  to  be  fafl:  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich  on  the  0th  of 


May  at  noon 

8’'  44' 

46"  30 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time 

per  day  at  the  rate  of 

52 

37 

Arnold’s  No.  14,  faft  of  mean 

< 

time  at  Greenwich 

3  58 

18 

30 

Ditto  No.  14,  gaining  as  above 
Kendall’s  faft  of  mean  time  at 

1 

00 

9 

Greenwich 

4  2 

22 

30 

Ditto,  gaining  as  before 

The  latitude  -  *  ( 

53'’  17' 

20 

rjcf 

;  The  variation  of  the  compafs 
!  in  twenty  fets  of  azimuths 

,  by  three  different  compaffes, 

differing  from  27°  27’  to  SV 
13\  fhewed  the  mean  refult 
to  be  -  -  2Q  3-0  cafterlv* 

1 
1 

I 

I  , 

I I 
I  i 


0 


209"  50' 


210  53  35 


Our 
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Our  fituation  at  this  ftation  did  not  admit  of 
any  opportunity  for  meafuring  the  rife  and  faU 
of  the  tides,  but  in  a  very  rough  way  ;  by  which 
it  appeared,  that  on  fpring  tides  it  amounted  to 
about  twcnty-fcven  feet,,  and  that  it  was  high 
water  iix  hours  after  the  moon  had  paffcd  the 
meridian. 


.1 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Faffhge  from  CooFs  Inlet  to  Prince  William  s  Sound 
— Meet  a  large  Fleet  of  Canoes — Spring  the  Bow- 
fprit  in  a  Gale  of  Wina — Carry  away  the  Fore^ 
yard— — Arrive  in  Fort  Chalmers — Survey  of 
Pf  nnce  William’ s  Soimd  by  the  Boats— A  violent 
Storm — Vfited  by  a  few  Buffians — Some  Ac- 

count  of  their  Ffablifiments  in  the  Sound-— . . 

Chatham  difpatched  to  continue  the  Survey  of 
the  Coaft  eafiward  from  cape  ' Hinchinbrook — - 
Afronomical  and  nautical  Obfervations, 

f  .  . 

•  < 

The  weather  v/as  delightfully  ferene  and 
vpleafant,  and  the  morning  of  Friday  the 
1  Gth  was  udiercd  in  by  a  fight  we  little  expcdled 
in  thefe  feas.  A' numerous  fleet  of  it  in  canoes^ 
each  ^carrying  two  men  only^  were  about  the 
Difcovery,  and;  with  thofe  that  at  the  fame  time 
vifited  the  Chatham,  it  w^as  computed  there  could 
not  be  lefs  than  four  hundred  Indians  prefenL 
They  were  almoft  all  men  grown,  fo  that  the 
tribe  to  which  they  belonged  miufl  confeqiiently 
be  a  very  confiderable  one.  They  inftaiitly  and 
very  willingly  entered  into  trade,  and  bartered 
away  their  hunting  and  fifliing  implements,  lines 

and 
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and  thread,  extremely  neat  and  well  made  from 
the  finews  of  animals ;  with  bags  ingenioufly  de¬ 
corated  with  needle  work,  wTought  on  the  thin 
membrane  of  the  whales  inteftines;  thefe  articles, 
with  fome  fifh,  and  Ibme  well  executed  models 
of  canoes  with  all  their  appendages,  conftituted 
the  articles  of  commerce  with  thefe  people,  as 
well  as  with  our  Indian  friends  in  Cook's  inlet ; 
for  excepting  thofe  furs  given  to  me  by  Chatl^ 
dooItz\  party,  not  an  article  of  this  defeription 

had  been  offered  for  fale,  or  even  feen  in  the  pof- 

/• 

feffion  of  the  natives,  as  forming  a  part  of  their 
apparel,  as  was  the  cafe  in  my  former  vifit  to 
this  country.  The  clothing  of  thefe  Americans 
now  chiefly  confifted  of  garments  made  from 
the  fkins  of  birds  or  quadrupeds,  of  not  the  leaffc 
value.  This  humble  faflaion  had  moft  likely  been 
introduced  by  their  Ruffian  friends,  for  the  fake 
of  increafmg  the  number  of  the  fleins  of  the  fea 
otter,  foxes,  martin,  ermine,  and  of  fuch  other 
animals  as  come  under  the  denomination  of  furs, 
w'hich  they  find  to  be  wwth  the  trouble  of  ex¬ 
porting. 

Thefe  good  people,  like  all  the  others  we  had 
lately  feen,  conduced  themfelves  with  great  pro¬ 
priety  ;  and  as  the  wind  was  very  light,  they  con¬ 
tinued  with  us  until  near  noon,  when  they  all 
retired  to  a  bay  or  harbour  we  were  then  abreafi: 
of.  Our  progrefs  from  Cook’s  inlet  had  been  fo 

flow 
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£low  that  the  Barren  iiles  were  yet  in  fight,  bear¬ 
ing  by  compafs  from  S.  34  W.  to  S.  4  8  W.  ;  and 
the  eaftcrnmoft  of  the  iflands  near  cape  Elizabeth, 
from  S.  46  W.  to  S.  55  W.,  dlftant  about  five 
leagues.  On  the  infide  of  this  ifland  a  low  fiat 

o 

point  projected  towards  the  main  land,  and  gave 
us  reafon  to  doubtj  whether  between  thofe  ifiands 
and  the  main  land  a  fafe  navigable  channel  would 
'be  found;  this  however,  could  be  of  little  im¬ 
portance,  as  port  Chatham  is  very  acceffible  by 
paffing  round  cape  Elizabeth,  which  at  this  time 
was  hidden  from  our  fight.  The  weft  point  of 
the  above  bay  or  harbour  bore  by  compafs  S.  72 
W.,  five  miles  diftant ;  the  land  forming  its  eaf- 
tern  point,  v/hich  is  a  projecting  promontory,  ap¬ 
pearing  at  a  diftance  like  an  ifland,  from  N.  42 
W.  to  N.  2  E.,  about  half  a  league  from  us.  To¬ 
wards  the  fea  it  terminates  in  an  abrupt  cliff*  mo¬ 
derately  elevated,  and  is  conneCled  to  the  main 
land  by  a  low  peninfula  covered  with  trees.  Its 
north -weft  fide  prefented  every  appearance  of  af¬ 
fording  fheltered  anchorage,  and  to  that  part  of 
the  bay  moft  of  the  canoes  repaired.  We  now' 
fteered  towards  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  coaft 
in  fight,  bearing  by  compafs  N.  29  E. ;  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  in  this  fituation  was  5Q^  qE,  lon¬ 
gitude  209"  48^  placing  the  fouthernmoft  part 
of  the  above  promontory,  which  we  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fame  that  Mr.  Portlock  calls  point  Gore, 
VoL.  V..  S 
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in  latitude  59°  11^  longitude  209°  49^;  the  bay 
or  harbour  on  its  weft  fide  we  fuppofed  to  be  port 
Dick.  At  firft  however,  this  fuppofition  admit¬ 
ted  of  doubt,  for  inftead  of  point  Gore  lying  14 
leagues  to  the  caftward  of  cape  Elizabeth,  our  fur- 
vey  made  thefe  promontories  fcarcely  10  leagues 
apart. 

On  reference  to  our  pofition  on  the  coaft,  the 
land  feen  before  us  formins;  the  north  extreme 
could  be  no  other  than  the  fouthernmoft  of  Pies 
iflands ;  towards  which  v/ith  a  pleafant  breeze 
from  the  S.  AV*  made  great  progrefs,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  or  four  miles  from  the  fliore. 
T  wo  openings  .were  pafled,  and  we  obferved  along 
the  coaft  fevcral  low  detached  parcels  of  rocks,  at 
a  greater  diftance  from  the  main  land  than  we 
had  generally  remarked  along  the  exterior  coafts  of 
this  country.  One  group  in  particular  lying  S. 
75  W.,  diftant  near  tour  miles  from  the  fouth¬ 
ernmoft  of  Pies  iflands,  muft  be  very  dangerous 
in  thick  weather,  efpecially  as  at  high  water  dur¬ 
ing  the  fpring  tides  it  is  probably  overflown.  The 
coaft  we  failed  along  this  day  is  in  moft  parts 
very  mountainous,  and  defeends  rather  quickly 
into  the  ocean,  excepting  in  thofe  places  where 
it  is  broken  into  vallies,  fome  of  which  are  ex- 
tcnfivc,  and  gradually  incline  to  the  water  fide. 
Thefe  in  fome  inftances  were  ftill  burled  in  ice 
and  fnow,  wdthia  a  few'  yards  of  the  wafli  of  the 

fea ; 
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fea  ;  whllft  here  and  there  fonie  of  the  loftiefl:  of 
the  pine  trees  jaft  Ihewed  their  heads  through 
this  frigid  furfacei 

O 

V/e  could  not  avoid  remarking',  that  the  whole 
of  this  exterior  coaft  feemed  to  wear  a  much 
more  wintry  afped:  than  the  countries  bordering 
on  thofe  more  northern  inland  waters  we  had  fo 
recently  quitted. 

The  fouthernmoft  of  Pies  iflands  In  feveral 
points  of  view  forms  a  very  confpicuous  peak, 
and  although  not  remarkable  for  its  great  height, 
yet  from  its  fmgular  appearance  It  is  not  eafily  to 
be  miftaken  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  it  defeends 
with  great  regularity  from  its  fummit  to  the  wa¬ 
ter’s  edge ;  its  fouth  extremity  by  our  obferva- 
tions,  is  fituated  in  latitude  5Q°  igh  longitude 
210°  2P.  To  the  north-eaftward  of  this  illand 
the  coaft  ftill  prefented  a  broken  appearance,  and 
oiir  north-eaftern  point  of  view  in  the  evening 
exhibited  a  clufter  of  iflands  and  rocks,  extend¬ 
ing  fome  dlftance  from  the  main  land  ;  thefe  wx 
fuppofed  were  thofe  named  by  Mr.  Portlock 
Chifw^eli’s  Ifles,  lying  before  port  Andrews,  that 
is  to  fay,  Elying’s  found,  for, which  vre  conti-- 
nued  our  courfe  until  ten  at  night,  when  w'o 
hauled  to  the  wdnd  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  order 
to  keep  our  ftation  for  continuing  our  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  coaft  in  the  morning.  The  depth  of 
water  was  75  fathoms,  about  five  miles  from  the 

S  2  fnore. 
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fhore.  The  fine  weather  with  which  we  had 
been  indulged  was  of  fhort  duration.  The  wind 
by  one  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  1  /th  had 
veered  round  to  the  eaft  and  N.  E.,  and  in  a  few 
hours  reduced  us  to  clofe- reefed  topfaik ;  and 
finding  in  the  forenoon  that  the  bowfprit  was 
dangcroufly  fprung  in  a  flanting  diredtion,  from 
the  cap  nearly  to  the  collar  of  the  foreftay,  we  lay 
to  about  an  hour  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  it  fuch 
fecuritics  as  our  fituation  permitted  us  to  apply, 
and  then  again  flood  to  windward,  under  the 
courfes  and  clofe-reefed  topfails.  Notwithfland- 
ing  that  it  rained  very  heavily,  the  gale  continued 
to  increafe,  attended  with  a  great  fea  from  the 
eaftward,  which  reduced  us  to  our  forefail  and 
ftorm  ftayfails,  until  four  in  the  afternoon,  when 
the  mainfail  and  clofe-reefed  topfails  were  again 
fet.  This  prefs  of  fail  I  was  induced  to  carry  to 
prevent  as  much  as  poffible  our  falling  to  leeward 
during  the  gale,  which  on  Sunday  morning  the 
18th  moderated,  but  the  rain  continued. 

We  now  made  fail,  and  flood  towards  the 
land  ;  the  wind  veered  to  the  fouth'ward  of  eafl 
in  the  forenoon,  which  enabled  us  to  fleer  for 
the  Chifwell  illes  ;  and  on  the  rain  ceafing,  in 
the  afternoon  vvc  got  fight  of  them,  bearing  by 
compafs  N.  N.  Vv^. ;  but  the  wind  returning  again 
from  the  N.  E.,  the  night  was  paifed  in  making 
fnort  trips,  with  the  hope  that  the  weather  w^cujd 

prove 
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prove  more  favorable  to  our  wilhes ;  but  in  this 
we  were  difappointcd,  the  wind  continued  to  be 
unfettled  between  eafi  and  N.  E.,  accompanied 
by  mifty  rainy  weather,  with  fome  fliort  inter¬ 
vals  of  funfliine,  which  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  afcertainlng  the  latitude  to  be  59°  iff,  longi¬ 
tude  21  13^.'  The  hazinefs  of  the  atmofphere 

to  the  northward  prevented  our  feeing  the  coaft ; 
in  the  afternoon  we  paffed  Chifvveirs  illes,  and 
found  the  centre  of  the  fouthernmoft  group  to  be 
in  latitude  59°  3lh  longitude  211°  10^;  from  this 
the  eaffernmoft,  which  is  a  fmgle  detached  rock, 
lies  N.  54  E.,  about  a  league  diftant ;  and  the 
riorthernmoft,  which  the  hazy  w^eather  permit- 
ted  our  feeing,  having  feveral  lefs  Klets  and  rocks 
about  it,  lies  N.  1  5  E.,  five  miles  diftant.  Thefe 
were  all  we  faw  of  the  Chifwell  illes,  which  are 
a  group  of  naked  rugged  rocks,  feemingly  defti- 
tute  of  foil  and  any  kind  of  vegetation.  The 
badnefs  of  the  weather  precluded  our  afcertaiii- 
ing  their  diftance  irom  the  ftiorcs  of  the  penin- 
fula,  and  prevented  my  carrying  into  execution 
the  defign  I  had  meditated  of  vifiting  the  Ruffian 
eftablifhment,  ftated  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
part  of  the  coaft ;  which  continuing  to  be  ob- 
feured  by  a  very  denle  haze  or  fog,  would  have 
required  far  more  authentic  and  accurate  docu¬ 
ments  than  were  in  our  pofieffion,  to  dirceft  us 
wdth  fafety  to  that  ftation,  and  would  have  oc- 

S  3  cunied 
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copied  more  time  than  I  was  now  willing  to  de¬ 
vote  to  this  purpofe. 

As  the  fhip  had  been  fubjedl  to  very  great  mo¬ 
tion,  in  confequence  of  the  heavy  fea  that  had 
attended  the  laft  gale,  without  complaining  in 
any  refped:,  I  concluded  that  fhe  had  not  fuf- 
tained  any  material  damage  in  her  bottom,  and 
therefore  I  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  our 
way  to  Prince  William’s  found.  The  wind  con¬ 
tinuing  to  blow  from  nearly  the  direction  we 
willied  to  fleer,  we  pfied  to  windward,  but  only 
increafed  our  diflance  from  the  point  we  wifhed 
to  gain,  until  the  evening  of  Tuefday  the  20th  ; 
when,  with  a  light  foutherly  breeze,  our  courfe 
was  direcled  for  the  fouth  part  of  Montagu  ifland, 
which  was  feen  on  the  morning  of  Wednefday 
the2lfl;  but  the  rain  and  thick  weather  pre¬ 
vented  any  diflindl  view  of  it  until  the  forenoon, 
when  the  atmofphere  becoming  clear  we  were 
enabled  to  procure  the  neceflary  obfervations  for 
ihewdng  the  latitude  at  noon  to  be  5Q^  38',  lon¬ 
gitude  212^  52^.  The  fouthernmoft  land  in 
fight  at  that  time  bore  by  compafs  S.  88  W.,  the 
fouth  point  of  Montagu  ifland  N.  04  W.,  diflan t 
ten  miles ;  hence  that  point  appears  to  be  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  5 40',  longitude  212°  4 1';  the 
north ernmoft  part  of  Montagu  ifland  in  fight, 
apparently  a  low  projecting  point,  covered  with 
wood,  N.  1  W.,  diflant  fevcntcen  miles  ;  and  the 

outer- 
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oiitermoll  of  a  clufter  of  fix  rocky  illets  ftrctch- 
ing  from  it,  N.  7  E.  Thefe  Illets  were  not  feer^ 
by  Captain  Cook,  nor  do  they  appear  to  have^ 
been  noticed  by  thofe  who  have  followed  that 
able  and  indefatigable  navigator  in  this  hemi- 
fphere.  Thefe  illets  feemed  to  be  chiefly  corn- 
pofed  offleep  cliffs  nearly  level  on  their  tops,  and 
may  ferve  as  a  dlredlion  in  thick  or  gloomy  wea¬ 
ther  to  the  fouth  point  of  Montagu  illand,  lying 
from  It,  according  to  our  eftlmation,  about  N. 
02  E,,  dlftant  fevcntcen  miles.  They  are  tole¬ 
rably  well  wooded,  and  are  not  liable  to  be  mif- 
taken,  particularly  for  the  Chifwell  illes,  bccaufc 
thofe  appear  to  be  intirely  barren. 

My  intention  was  to  have  paffed  along  ^the 
fouth-eaft  fide  of  Montagu  ifland,  but  the  wind 
veering  again  to  the  eaftward,  and  the  weather 
being  again  overcaft,  we  bore  up,  and  in  the 
evening  we  anchored  within  the  fouth  point  of 
this  ifland,  in  21  fathoms  water.  Its  flaores  bore 
by  compafs  from  S.  30  E.  to  N.  1 1  E.  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  at  the  dlftance  of  three  miles,  and  its  neareft 
fliore  S.  53  E.,  one  mile  diftant ;  the  iflands 
forming  the  weft  fide  of  this  channel  into  Prince 
William’s  found  from  N.  12  W.  to  S.  8Q  W., 
and  the  fouthernmofl:  part  of  the  main  land  in 
fight  S.  5g  W.  During  the  night  we  had  a  light 
breeze  from  the  land,  with  fome  rain,  and  a  very 
heavy  fwell  that  rolled  round  the  fouth  point  of 
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Montagu  illand,  up  the  channel,  giving  us  reafoii 
to  fuppofe  that  in  all  probability  wc  kad  efcaped 
a  boifterous  and  very  unpleafant  gale  from  the 
eaftward,  having  been  fcreened,  by  the  lofty 
mountains  that  compofe  the  illand,  from  thevio-' 
lence  of  its  fury.  The  lame  weather  continued, 
with  a  breeze  from  the  N.  E.,  and  a  ftream  that 
wc  confidered  to  be  the  ebb  tide  fetting  to  the 
eaftward,  until  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  Thurfday 
the  2 2d,  when  on  the  current  taking  an  oppofite 
line  of  direftion  we  w^eighed,  but  wxre  fo  little 
affifted  by  the  tide  that  wc  proceeded  very  llowly. 

Whilft  \YC  were  at  anchor  we  were  vifited  by 
four  of  the  natives,  in  two  fmall  fkin  canoes,  one 
of  whom  was  an  elderly  man,  who  feemed  to 
know  we  were  from  England,  as  he  frequently 
made  ufe  of  the  words  Englilh,  Portlock,  and 
Nootka by  the  two  former  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  his  meaning,  and  by  the  latter  we  fup- 
pofcd  he  meant  the  veffel  in  w^hich  Mr.  Meares 
had  palled  a  winter  in  this  found.  Thefe  people 
brought  nothing  to  dlfpofe  of,  nor  could  any  in¬ 
treaty  prevail  on  them  to  venture  on  board, 
though  they  readily  accepted  fuch  trivial  prefents 
as  were  made  to  them,  expreffing  their  thank - 
fulncfs  in  the  Ptuffian  language,  and  giving  us  to 
underftand,  that  there  were  feme  people  of  that 
nation  refidlng  up  the  found. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  frefii  from  the 

N.  E 
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In.  E.,  and  towards  evening  Increafed  to  a  hard 
gale,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  fliowers  of 
rain,  In  one  of  thefe  fqualls  the  head  of  the 
bowfprit  broke  fhort  off ;  but  as  we  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  make  feme  progrefs  by  turning  to 
windw^ard,  I  was  willing  to  keep  under  weigh 
as  long  as  the  day-light  lailed,  efpecially  as  we 
found  tolerably  good  foundings  on  the  Montagu 
ifland  fide  of  the  channel,  to  the  north  of  a  point 
which  I  have  called  Point  Bazil,  in  latitude 
60°  P;  but  fouth  of  that  point  towards  the  an¬ 
chorage  we  had  quitted,  no  bottom  could  be 
reached  with  Oo  to  80  fathoms  of  line,  wdthin  a 
mile  of  the  fliore.  Having  it  thus  in  our  power 
to  anchor  w’'hen  and  where  v/e  pleafed  under  a 
weather  fhore,  we  remained  under  fall  until 
about  ten  o^cIock,  when  a  fudden  flurry  of  wdnd, 
th  rough  a  vein  occupying  fcarcely  a  greater  fpacc 
in  width  than  the  length  of  the  fliip,  vented  its 
w^hole  fury  upon  us  with  fuch  immenfc  violence, 
that  although  the  topfails  were  dowTi  before  it 
w^as  at  its  height,  wc  expecled  all  the  mafb 
would  have  gone  over  the  fide  ;  but  fortunately 
we  cfcapcd  v/ith  the  lofs  of  the  foreyard  only, 
and  the  fplitting  of  moft  of  our  fails  then  fet ; 
and  being  at  this  time  not  far  from  the  fhore  of 
Montagu  ifland,  w-e  anchored  in  15  fathoms 
*  w’ater,  ftruck  the  topgallant- mails,  and  replaced 
our  damaged  fails.  During  the  night  the  wind 

blew” 


266  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [mAY, 

blew  very  hard  from  the  E.  N.  E.  attended  with 
fqualls,  hail,  and  rain  ;  but  In  the  morning  of  Fri¬ 
day  the  23d,  the  weather  in  fome  meafure  becom¬ 
ing  more  moderate,  Lieutenant  Swaine  with  the 
carpenters  and  a  party  of  men  wxre  fent  on  fiiore 
in  queft  of  a  fpar  for  a  fore-yard,  whiqh  was  pro¬ 
cured  almofi:  as  foon  as  they  had  landed  ;  this 
they  had  my  diredlions  only  to  rough  fquare  in 
fuch  a  way  as  to  allow  of  its  being  ufed  for  the 
prefent  to  carry  us  to  Chalmer’s  harbour,  where 
I  purpofed  the  fhip  fliould  remain,  whilfi:  the 
boats  were  employed  in  exploring  the  navigable 
extent  of  this  opening.  And  as  Mr.  Portlock 
found  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  in  that  harbour 
’fufficient  for  laying  the  veiTels  under  his  direc¬ 
tions  aground,  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  enabled 
alfo  to  examine  the  Difcovery’s  bottom  there  ; 
and  although  we  had  no  reafon  to  be  apprehen- 
five  that  Ihe  had  fuftained  any  material  damage 
by  the  feveral  accidents  of  getting  on  fliore,  yet 
fiich  an  examination,  wLen  a  convenient  oppor¬ 
tunity^  might  offer*  that  did  not  Interfere  wdth  the 
other  operations  of  the  voyage,  could  not  fail 
being  very  deferable  and  fatisfafiory. 

The  carpenters  having  done  every  thing  then 
needful  to  the  fore-yard,  it  was  got  oft  and  rigged; 
and  in  the  forenoon  of  the  following  day,  the 
gale  being  fuccccded  by  a  light  breeze  from  the 
north,  though  lllll  attended  with  rain,  we  weigh- 
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ed  and  plied  to  windward,  but  made  little  pro- 
grefs.  The  wind  died  away  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  when  w-e  anchored  for  the  night  in  20 
fathoms  water,  foft  bottom.  On  Sunday  morning 
the  25th  a  light  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  N. 
E,  nearly  in  the  dlredlion  of  our  courie  to  Chal- 
mer’s  harbour ;  w^ith  this  we  plied,  and  about 
fx  in  the  evening  reached  our  deftined  port. 
Our  progrefs  had  been  materially  retarded  by  the 
unfteadinefs  of  the  w^lnd,  and  by  two  fhoals^ 
fituated  nearly  in  mid-channel,  between  the 
fouth  point  of  the  harbour,  and  a  rugged  rock 
that  lies  about  a  mile  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
largeft  of  Green  iilands.  We  fuddenly  came 
upon  the  moft  fouthern  of  thefe  llioals,  in  a  depth 
from  19  to  0  fathoms,  without  there  being  any 
weeds,  or  other  indications  of  fhallow  water  ;  but 
on  the  other,  which  fnoaled  equally  quick,  was 
a  fmall  patch  of  weeds  growing  in  three  fathoms 
water,  with  five  and  feven  fathoms  clofe  around 
it.  Each  of  thefe  appeared  to  occupy  no  greater 
extent  than  the  fhip’s  length  in  any  dlreCiion  ; 
between  thefe  flioals  and  the  Green  iilands  we 
found  a  channel,  in  which  wt  turned  to  w^ind- 
w'ard  until  we  could  fail  into  the  harbour.  The 
Chatham  did  the  fame  between  them  and  Mon¬ 
tagu  ifland,  v/lthout,  noticing  thefe  flioals  ;  and 
had  we  purfued  the  fame  route,  they  w^ould  in 
all  probabilitv  have  itill  remained  undifeovered. 

As 
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As  vve  approached  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
a  ftrone:  tide  or  current  fat  us  fo  faft  to  the  fouth- 
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ward,  that  we  had  nearly  been  driven  paft  the 
entrance  ;  and  although  the  tide  w^as  now  rlfing, 
this  {Ircani  had  not  the  leaft  perceptible  indraft 
into  the  harbour,  nor  did  its  influence  feem  to 
extend  within  what  we  called  the  South  Pas¬ 
sage  Rock,  lying  from  the  north  point  of  the 
harbour  weft,  fomething  more  than  a  mile  dil- 
taut ;  and  from  a  fmall  woody  iflet,  lying  before 
the  'entrance  of  the  harbour,  N.  15  W.,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.  We  pafled  on  the  north 
iide  of  this  rock,  and  to  the  north  of  us  was  ano¬ 
ther,  that  obtained  the  name  of  North  Pas¬ 
sage  Rock,  lying  in  a  direction  from  the  north 
point  of  the  harbour,  N.  20  W.  diftant  2|  miles, 
and  W.  S.  W.  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the 
ibuth  p<jlnt  of  what  Mr.  Portlock  calls  Stock - 
dale’s  harbour.  Thefe  rocks  are  ftated  to  have 
been  fecn  by  Mr.  Portlock  in  his  journal,  but  no 
notice  is  taken  of  them  in  his  Iketch  of  this  part 
of  Montagu  Ifland  ;  yet  they  required  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  pointed  out,  fince  they  are  not  always 
vifibie,  but  are  covered  at  high  tide,  with  fcarcely 
any  weeds  or  other  indications  of  their  exlftencc. 
Towards  the  upper  part  of  the  harbour  we  took 
a  convenient  ftation,  and  when  moored,  the 
north  point  of  the  harbour  bore  by  compafs  S. 
58  W.;  the  woody  ifiet  S.  45  W.;  a  detached 

rock 
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rock  S.  38  W.;  the  fouth-wefl  point  of  the  har¬ 
bour  S.  30  W,;  and  the  watering  place  at  the 
diftance  of  about  halt  a  cable’s  length  N.  85  Wh 
The  vvTather  throughout  the  dav  ha%dng  been 
ferene  and  pleafant,  afforded  a  good  opportunity 
for  drying  all  the  fails,  which  were  unbent  an4 
flowxd  away. 

On  Monday  mornmg  the  20th  the  fore-yard 
was  fent  on  Ihorc  to  be  properly  finished,  the 
empty  cafts  to  be  filled  with  w’ater,  and  wTilfi 
the  other  parts  of  the  flip’s  company  w^re  em¬ 
ployed  in  unrigging  the  broken  bowu^prit,  and  in 
various  other  repairs  about  the  veffel,  the  crew^s 
of  the  boats  w^ere  preparing  for  a  furveying  expe¬ 
dition. 

Two  boat  parties  were  equipped  ;  one  under 
the  directions  of  Mr.  Whidbey,  the  other  of  Mr. 
Johnftone ;  the  former  with  the  yawl  and  large 
cutter  provided  for  a  fortnight,  received  my  in- 
ftruClions  to  proceed  to  the  fouth-weft  point  of 
entrance  into  the  found,  and  there  to  commence 
the  examination  of  the  wxftern  ihore  of  this  inlet 
as  far  as  poffible,  and  thence  round  to  the  fouth 
point  of  Snug-corncr  cove  ;  v^^here  I  purpoied 
that  Mr.  Johnftone,  'with  the  Chatham’s  and 
our  fmailer  cutter,  fliould  bco;in  the  lurvxy  of  its 
fhores  fouth  ward,  as  alfo  the  extenor  coaft  to 
rape  Suckling  ;  on  v/hicli  fcrviccs  they  refocc- 
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lively  departed  early  in  the  morning 
d:iy  the  27tb. 


[mat^ 


of  Tuef- 


The  weather,  now  ferene  and  pleafant,  was' 

favorable  to  thefe  excurfions,  and  to  our  feveral 

employments,  amongft  which  we  attempted  to 

take  fome  fiili  with  the  felne,  but  without  fuc- 

cefs.  The  fhores  did  not  afford  any  convenient 

fituation  for  creeling  the  obfervatory  ;  this  gave 

me  concern,  as  I  much  wifhed  to  have  had  the 

mflrumcnts  on  fliore,  although  I  had  not  any 

doubt  of  obtaining  all  the  necelTary  obfervatlons 

wx  required  by  the  means  I  otherways  poffeffed. 

The  next  day,  Wednefday  the  28th,  the  weather 

became  gloomy  and  overcaft  in  all  dlredllons ; 

the  fore-yard  being  finifhed  was  brought  on  board 

in  the  evening  and  rigged,  and  on  the  following 

morning,  Thurfday  the  2Qth,  the  broken  bow- 

fprit  was  taken  out,  and  found  to  be  exceffively 

rotten,  and  defedlive  from  end  to  end.  Whilft 

the  carpenters  were  engaged  on  fhore  with  the 

fore-yard,  they  had  found  a  fpar,  or  rather  a  tree,. 

that  promlfed  fair  to  replace  the  bowfprit,  but 

/ 

the  lowering  weather,  which  towxrds  noon  pro¬ 
duced  a  very  ftrong  gale  from  the  E.  N.  E.,  at¬ 
tended  wdth  violent  fqualis  and  a  heavy  rain,  put 
a  flop  to  all  our  operations  on  iliore  lor  this  day 
and  until  the  evening;  of  Fridav  the  30th,  when 


the  wind  moderated,  and  the  rain  which  had  de- 
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fccnded  in  torrents  abated.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
night  it  became  calm,  and  we  had  hopes  that  a 
favorable  alteration  had  taken  place,  but  in  this 
we  were  dlfappcinted,  for  about  five  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Saturday  the  31  ft  the  wind  refumed  its 
cafterly  dlredlion  with  increafed  violence.  The 
ftream  cable  gave  way,  and  broke  near  the  an¬ 
chor,  and  on  examination  it  was  found  to  be 
ftranded  in  three  different  places.  By  this  ac¬ 
cident  we  were  oblis^ed  to  remain  unmoored 

O 


during  the  ftorm,  and  at  low  water  the  ilrlp  took 
the  ground  for  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  but  on  the 
returning  flood  tide  fire  foon  floated  again.  This 
very  unpleafant  weather,  which  occafioncd  no 
fmall  degree  of  anxiety  for  the  v/elfare  of  our 
parties  in  the  boats,  continued  moft  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  Sunday,  June  the  ift,  but  in  the 
mornins:  of  Monday  the  2d  the  weather  became 
more  tranquil,  the  fhip  was  remoored,  the  ftream 
anchor  recovered,  and  our  feveral  neccirary  con¬ 
cerns  were  again  in  a  train  of  execution.  We 
w^ere  a  little  furprized  in  the  forenoon  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  Mr.  Whidbey’s  party  returning  to 
the  fhip,  being  apprehcnfjve  that  fomie  untoward 
accident  had  befallen  them,  as  it  w^as  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  they  could  already  have  accomplifhed 
the  fcrvlce  they  had  been  fent  to  perform.  Their 
return  proved  to  have  been  occafioned  by  one 
of  the  feameii  having  received  an  injury  wdiich 
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tad  dlfabled  him ;  and  as  the  very  boifterous 
weather  they  had  encountered  rendered  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  furvey  very  flow,  this  opportunity 
was  embraced  of  recruiting  their  {lores  and  pro- 
vifions  to  a  fortnight’s  fupply,  with  which  in  tlic 
afternoon  the  party  proceeded  again. 

The  wxather  was  again  cloudy  on  Tuefday  the 
3d^  with  fome  light  rain.  In  the  evening  I  had 
the  mortification  to  underiland,  that  juft  as  the 
carpenters  employed  on  the  bowfprit  were  about 
leaving  off  work,  they  had  found  it  rotten  nearly 
in  the  middle,  fb  that  their  time  and  labour  had 
been  applied  to  no  effedl.  There  was,  however^ 
another  tree  in  the  neighbourhood  likely  to  an- 
fwer  our  purpofe,  though  it  w^as  confiderably 
larger  than  w^as  neceflary,  and  confequently 
would  require  more  labour  and  time  than  was 
altogether  convenient ;  as  two  of  our  beil  car¬ 
penters  were  now  much  indifpofed,  owing,  I  be¬ 
lieved,  to  their  having  been  too  much  expofed 
during  the  late  inclement  w^eather,  whilil  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty. 

The  next  day,  Wednefday  the  4th,  being  the 
anniverfary  of  His  Majefty’s  nativity,  no  wwk 
w^as  done,  excepting  that  of  hauling  the  feine,  in 
the  hope  of  procuring  fome  fiih  for  the  people’s 
dinner*.  In  this  we  wxre  again  difappointed  ;  as 
good  a  dinner  was  however  ferved  as  the  fliip’s 
provifions  afforded,  and  a  double  allowance  of 

y 

y 
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grog,  with  which  the  da.y  was  cheerfully  cele¬ 
brated. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  5th>  we 
were  again  bufily  employed,  and  in  the  forenoon> 
for  the  firft  time  fince  our  arrival  here,  we  were 
vifited  by  fome  ftrangers  who  landed  from  cheir 
canoes,  at  the  brewing  tent ;  and  as  they  did  not 
feem  to  fliew  any  difpofition  for  vifiting  the  vef- 
fels,  I  paid  my  compliments  to  them  on  Ihore, 
and  found  that  their  party  confifted  of  eight  In^ 
dians  and  a  Ruffian.  I  took  fome  pains  to  invite 
the  latter  on  board,  and  requefted  he  would  in 
the  mean  time  fend  the  Indians  to  procure  us 
fome  fiffi,  for  which  they  fhould  be  handfomely 
revvarded.  My  invitation  he  pofitively  declined) 
and  faid,  by  way  of  excufing  himfelf,  that  he 
would  go  and  fifh  for  us ;  on  this  the  canoes 
were  launched,  and  the  whole  party  fet  off. 

The  wind  was  now  light,  in  the  fouth-weft 
quarter,  but  the  weather  ftill  continued  to  be  un¬ 
fettled,  with  fome  fhowers  of  rain.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  two  of  the  canoes,  w^ith  four  of  the  Indian 
vifitors,  returned,  but  the  Ruffian  was  not  of  the 
party,  nor  did  thefe  bring  any  fiffi  or  other  article 
for  fale.  I  made  them  fome  prefents  that  feemed 
to  give  them  much  plcafure,  and  I  then  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  them  underitand,  that  I  had  an 
abundance  of  fuch  things,  w'hich  I  w^ould  gladly 
exchange  wdth  them  for  fiffi,  wild  fowl,  &c.  As 
OL,  v  .  I  it 
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k  had  plainly  appeared  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
Ruffian,  that  he  was  under  confiderablc  appre- 
henfion  for  his  perfonal  fafety  in  the  idea  of  vilit- 
ing  the  fhip,  I  fent  him,  by  thefe  Indians,  fome 
bread,  beef,  pork,  and  rum,  in  hopes  that  fuch 
friendly  teftimonies  would  dlffipate  his  fears,  and 
give  him  fuch  confidence  in  our  pacific  difpofi- 
tion  as  to  encourage  him  to  pay  us  another  vifit. 

The  atmofphere  prefented  a  ferene  and  plea- 
fant  afpedl,  with  every  appearance,  on  Friday 
mornins:  the  ffih,.  of  fettled  fummer  weather. 
This  enabled  us  to  procure  fome  good  lunar  dif- 
tanccs,  and  to  add  other  aftronomical  obfervations 
to  thofe  we  had  already  made  for  afcertaining 
the  rate  of  the  chronometers.  I  did  not  now 
much  regret  that  a  proper  place  had  not  been 
found  on  ffiore  for  the  reception  of  the  obferva- 
tory,  as  the  inclemency  of  the  w^eathcr  hitherto 

would  have  rendered  it  an  ufelefs  obie^  of  our 

\ 

attention,  and  the  inftruments  might  have  re- 
eeived  fome  damage  had  they  been  landed. 

The  four  Indians  again  returned,  and  brought 
wdth  them  two  wild  geefe  and  two  divers  as  a 
prefent  from  the  Ruffian,  who,  if  we  underftood 
the  meffengers  corrcdlly,  was  fllll  afraid  to  ven¬ 
ture  amongft  us ;  though  he  was  evidently  de- 
firous  of  being  benefited  by  fuch  things  as  we 
had  to  give  away ;  for  the  Indians  appeared  to 
have  been  inftrudied  by  him  to  afk  for  ieveral  ar- 

tlcles> 
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tides,  that  we  knew  would  be  highly  acceptable 
to  him.  Thefe  accordingly  were  intrufted  to 
their  charge,  together  with  a  repetition  of  the 
ftrongeft  affurances  of  our  friendfliip,  and  of  our 
defire  of  feeing  him  on  board.  With  this  the 
Ruffian  complied  the  next  day,  Saturday  the 
7th,  and  we  were  informed  by  him  that  the  In¬ 
dians  had  faithfully  difeharged  their  commiffion. 
Two  other  Ruffians  had  joined  his  party,  and  the 
three  paid  us  an  early  vifit ;  but  came  empty- 
handed,  which  I  did  not  altogether  exped,  as 
thofe  who  had  vifited  us  off  point  Bede  ferupu- 
loufly  performed  their  promife,  by  bringing  us 
an  ample  fupply  of  fifli.  He  who  had  been  fo 
unwilling  to  vlfit  the  fhip  we  now  found  was 
named  Ammus  Niconnervitch  Ballufian.  This 
perfon  appeared  to  have  more  acquaintance  with, 
geography  and  fea  charts  than  the  reft  of  his 
companions.  He  feemed  alfo  in  other  refpeds 
to  be  an  Intelligent  man,  and  foon  comprehended 
the  object  of  our  vifit  and  inquiries  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  that  I  much  wiihed  to  fee  a 
Ruffian  chart  of  their  modern  difcoverles  in  this 
ocean.  This  wifh  he  faid  could  be  eafily  grati¬ 
fied,  as  he  had  fuch  a  chart  at  port  Etches,  which 
had  been  recently  conftruded,  and  feat  from 
Kamtfchatka ;  this  he  very  civilly  offered  to 
fetch,  and  after  taking  fomc  refreffiment,  he  dc- 
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parted  for  this  purpofe,  leaving  his  companions 
behind. 

A  continuation  of  the  fair  weather  greatly  pro¬ 
moted  all  our  operations^  and  amongft  others  af¬ 
forded  us  an  opportunity  of  airing  and  fifting  the 
little  gunpowder  we  had  now  remaining. 

On  Sunday  the  8th>  the  w  ind  blew  frelh  from 
the  northward,  wdth  bright  glaring  weather.  In 
the  forenoon  Mr.  Johnftone  and  his  party  return^ 
ed,  after  having  completed  the  examination  of 
all  that  had  fallen  within  the  limits  of  his  direc¬ 
tions,  on  the  infide  of  the  found ;  but  the  ex¬ 
tremely  bad  weather  had  fo  retarded  the  progrefs 
of  the  party,  that  they  had  been  prevented  from 
carrying  into  execution  the  propofed  furvey  along 
the  exterior  coaft,  without  obtaining  a  further 
fupply  of  provifions,  having  been  abfent  three 
days  longer  than  the  period  for  which  they  had 
been  provided.  The  following  is  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  employed  during  their  ab- 
fence  from  the  fiilp.  .  ? 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  they  departed,  they 
reached  the  north- wxft  point  of  a  fmall  ifland, 
fituated  about  two  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the 
fouth  point  of  Snug- corner  cove.  Here  Mr. 
Johnftone  was  to  commence  his  furvey  ;  but  not 
having  a  iketch  of  that  part  oftthe  found  with 
him,  nor  recolleding  any  ifland  fo  fituated,  h^ 
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was  at  a  lofs  to  determine  whether  a  point  lying 
N.  49  E.  about  half  a  league  diftant,  or  a  point 
at  the  dlftance  of  two  leagues  in  a  north  direc¬ 
tion,  was  the  point  from  which  he  was  to  take 
his  departure  ;  but  as  an  extenfive  opening  led  to 
the  north- eaftvvard  between  thefe  points,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  chance  of  its  efcaping  unexamined 
by  himfelf  or  Mr.  Whidbey,  Mr.  Jotinftone 
rowxd  over  to  the  latter,  where  the  party  refted 
for  the  night,  wdiich  w^as  extremely  gloomy  and 
attended  with  fome  rain. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of 
May,  their  furvey  commenced  from  the  land  on 
which  they  had  relied ;  this  proved  to  be  an 
ifland,  and  it  received  the  name  of  Bligh’s 
Island.  They  now  Iteered  for  a  point  lying 
from  its  fouth  point  N.  30  E.  diftant  four  miles 
and  a  half.  This  point  Mr.  Johnftone  fuppofed, 
as  it  was  afterw^ards  proved,  to  be  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,;  between  it  and  Bligh’s  ifland  were  fome 
fmall  Iflets  and  rocks.  From  this  point,  fituated 
in  latitude  50^,  loniritude  213*^  5F,  forming 
the  wxft  point  of  a  fmail  bay  about  two  miles 
deep,  in  a  N.  N.  E.  direclion,  in  wdiich  there 
are  two  fmall  iflets  and  a  cove  near  its  caft  point, 
lying  from  the  weft  point  S.  80  E.  two  miles 
diftant,  they  continued  along  the  larboard  or 
northern  Ihore  of  the  opening  noticed  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening  as  -extending  to  the  north-eaft- 
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ward.  This  was  found  to  wind  in  that  dirediion 
about  leagues,  and  then  to  terminate  in  a 
direction  S.  05  E.  2 1  leagues  further,  in  latitude 
Oo^  55' ,  longitude  214*^  S5^;  its  width  in  general 
being  upw'ards  of  two  miles.  Towards  its  upper 
part  were  fome  illands,  and  had  the  weather  been 
fair  Inftead  of  extremely  gloomy  and  rainy,  the 
adjacent  country  would  probably  have  afforded  a 
very  pleafant  profpcdl,  as  the  fhores  were  in  ge¬ 
neral  low,  and  bounded  by  a  pebbly  beach,  from 
whence  the  ground  rofe  with  a  gradual  afcent, 
was  free  from  fnow%  and  had  a  verdant  appear- 
ance  ;  it  was  pleafingly  dlverfified  with  trees, 
chiefly  of  the  alder  kind,  which  grew  with  con- 
fiderable  luxuriance.  Thefe  occupied  extenfive 
plains  along  the  borders  of  the  fea,  beyond  w  hich 
rofe  a  chain  of  lofty  mountains  buried  in  perpe¬ 
tual  froil  and  fnown  Their  refearches  in  this 
arm  engaged  moft  of  the  day,  and  the  next 
morning  they  returned  along  its  fouthern  fbore. 

This  fpaclous  inlet,  and  particularly  its  north- 
eaftern  part,  had  been  vliited  by  Sen’'  Fidalgo  in 
the  year  1790,  for  the  piirpofe  of  inquiring  into 
the  nature,  extent,  and  fituation  of  the  Ruffian 
clbabllfliments  in  thefe  regions.  This  gentleman 
paid  much  attention  to  geographical  objedls,  and 
gave  names  to  feveral  places.  His  inquiry  hav¬ 
ing  been  made  prior  to  our  furvey,  I  have  conti¬ 
nued  the  names  fo  given ;  but  as  his  owm  does 

not 
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not  appear  amongft  the  number,  1  have,  in  or- 
der  that  his  labours  may  be  commemorated,  dif- 
tinguilhed  this  branch  by  the  name  of  Port 
Fidalgo. 

The  weather  became  extremely  unpleafant  as 
the  day  advanced,  and  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind 
blew  from  the  eaftward,  attended  with  heavy 
rain.  About  noon  Snug-corner  cove  was  reach¬ 
ed,  and  there  w'ere  great  inducements  to  have 
fought  the  fhelter  it  afforded  from  the  then  in- 
^:lcment  weather ;  but  Mr.  Johnftone,  anxious 
to  profecute  his  furvey,  and  trufting  that  fome 
other  fecure  retreat  would  be  met  with  before 
night,  purfued  his  route  between  the  fouth  point 
of  the  cove,  and  the  ifland  lying  off  it,  in  a  paf- 
fage  about  a  mile  wide,  fcattered  over  wdth  many 
rocks.  The  eafterly  gale  continued  increafmg, 
and  as  they  pafled  to  the  fouth  of  this  land  they 
met  a  moft  heavy  fea  in  that  direction.  Agalnft 
this  they  laboured,  with  great  fatigue  and  little 
effedf,  until  the  evening,  when  the  violence  of 
the  ftorm  obliged  them  to  retire  to  the  ifland 
juft  mentioned,  wdrere  they  hauled  the  boats  on 
Ihore  to  preferve  them  from  the  wind  and  fea, 
to  which  they  were  greatly  expofed  from  their 
fituation  before  the  beach. 

The  party  had  not  been  landed  long  before 
they  were  accofted  from  the  woods  by  the  words, 
lavcleei  lawkcy'  fignifying  frlendfhip  ;  and  four 
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Indians  foon  appeared,  uttering  the  fame  wmrds,, 
with  their  arms  extended,  and  making  ufe  of 
every  fgn  and  gefture  to  anrtounce  their  pacific 
difpofition ;  vvdiich  being  returned,  with  the  ad- 
d)tiGn  of  fome  trivial  prefents  from  the  party, 
f  iendO'jip  and  a  good  underftanding  was  eftab- 
liflied  on  both  fides.  The  Indians’  canoe  had 
been  juft  hauled  up  within  the;  fkirts  of  the 
w’cods,  but  it  appeared  that  their  refidence  was 
to  the  north-weft,  and  that  the  violence  ..pf  the 
ftorm  had  obliged  them  to  feek  this  place  for 
ftieker ;  wTich  fortunately  afforded  a  comfort-r 
able  fituation  for  the  tents  of  our  fatigued  party, 
wdio  now  ftood  in  need  of  fome  reft  and  refrefh- 
ment,  having  had  neither  throughout  the  day. 
Here  they  remained  during -the  night,  in  the  ex- 
pedtation  that  the  ftorm  having  been  fo  violent, 
would  be  of  fiiort  duration  ;  but  inftead  of  abat¬ 
ing,  it  incrcafed  wdth  incredible  fury,  and  w^as 
attended  with  heavy  torrents  of  rain.  The  In¬ 
dians,  how^ever,  had  ftolen  awav  unnoticed  ;  this 
led  to  an  examination  into  the  caufe  of  their 
abrupt  departure ;  and  it  was  foon  difeovered, 
that  an  axe  that  bad  been  ufed  the  preceding 
evening  was  mifiing,  and  wdrich  could  not  have 
been  purloined  without  the  incxcufable  negli¬ 
gence  of  tbofe  wdio  were  upon  w  atch  ;  a  fault 
not  eafilv  to  be  overlooked  in  fuch  fituations, 
and  which  w^as  properly  noticed  by  Mr.  John- 
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ftone,  who  took  fuch  mcafures  as  produced  a 
very  different  conduct:!:  In  the  perfons  who  had 
been  thus  Inattentive  to  their  duty,  during  the 
remainder  of  his  excurfion. 

In  the  morning  of  the  3lft  the  wind  and  fea 
had  greatly  fubfided,  but  the  rain  illll  continued 
to  be  very  heavy  ;  this  however  did  not  prevent 
the  party  from  proceeding  to  the  examination  of 
the  continental  fliore,  wdfich,  from  the  wxfi;  point 
of  Snug-corner  cove,  fituated  according  to  our 
obfervations  in  latitude  0o°  45\  longitude  213^ 
48^  takes  firfi:  a  direftion  S.  J  7  E.  four  miles, 
and  then  eaft  about  five  miles  further ;  where, 
with  great  difficulty  and  much  hard  labour,  they 
arrived  late  in  the  afternoon.  In  confequence 
of  the  wind  blowing  again  with  extreme  violence 
from  the  eaftward,  the  fea  broke  heavily  upon 
the  fliore,  and  it  was  not  wdthout  much  diffi¬ 
culty  that  they  effedfed  a  landing  on  a  fmall 
pebbly  beach,  between  two  prcqedfing  rocks, 
wdicre  they  again  hauled  up  their  boats  on  the 
ffiore. 


Inuring  the  night  Mr.  Johnftone  remarked 
that  this  ftorrn  blew  with  equal,  if  not  greater, 
fury  than  he  had  ever  before  experienced,  and 
the  fucceeding  day  was  not  much  lels  tem.pef- 
tuous  ;  but  on  the  2d  of  June  the  wand  in  a  great 
degree  abated,  though  the  ram  itill  continued  with 
heavy  and  gloomy  wxather.  Their  furvey  w  as  re- 
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fumed  along  the  continental  fliore,  which  took 
a  diredion  nearly  parallel  to  port  Fidalgo,  reduc¬ 
ing  the  intervening  land  to  a  narrow'  ftrip  not 
more  than  three  or  four  miles  acrols.  As  the 
day  advanced  the  weather  became  ferene  and 
pleafant,  and  they  were  enabled  to  afcertain  the 
latitude^  on  a  point  in  the  diredlion  N.  7^  E. 
eight  or  nine  miles  from  the  point  on  which  they 
had  pafled  the  laft  ftorm,  to  be  6o°  45'' ;  having 
now  paffed  fome  diftance  up  another  branch  of  the 
found,  named  by  SeiV  Fidalgo,  Puerto  Gravinao 
Its  north- weft  fliore  continued  about  four  miles 
further  in  the  fame  line  of  direflion,  and  afforded 
fome  fmall  coves,  with  rocks  and  rocky  iflets 
lying  off  it.  It  then  fuddenly  trended  to  the 
N.  N.  E.  for  about  four  miles  and  an  half,  w'here 
port  Gravina  terminated,  and  from  wdiencc  they 
returned  along  its  eaft  and  fbuthern  lliores,  wdiich 
are  encumbered  with  iflets  and  rocks.  Early  in 
the  evening  they  reached  the  fouth-eaft  point  of 
this  branch  in  latitude  f)0°  4lh  longitude  214° 
llF,  tothe  foutli-woft  of  which  lies  an  Ifland 
and  alfo  fome  rocks.  Here  the  party  refted  for 
the  night,  and  took  the  advantage  of  the  finc- 
nefs  of  the  evening  to  dry  their  clothes  and  put 
their  arms  in  order.  In  the  morning  of  the  3d 
they  proceeded  along  the  continental  iliore  wdiich, 
from  the  place  where  they  had  laft  refted,  took  a 
direction  S.  30  E.  tw^o  miles,  and  then  ft  retched 
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nearly  call:  thirteen  miles  farther.  Within  thefe 
limits  are  a  bay,  and  a  fmall  branch,  in  which 
are  feveral  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  ;  the  fliore^  are 
in  general  low,  ending  in  pebbly  beaches,  where 
flioal  w^ater  extends  fome  diftance,  and  renders 
landing  at  low  tide  very  unpleafant. 

The  fliorcs  w^hich  they  had  juft  traverfed  from 
port  Gravina  formed  the  northern  fide  of  an  arm 
from  four  to  fx  miles  wide ;  but  having  reached 
the  above  extent,  its  width  decreafed  to  lefs  than 
two  miles,  wdiere  it  took  a  N.  N.  E.  diredtion  for 
lix  miles,  and  then  terminated  with  a  fhallow 
flat  at  the  head,  in  latitude  4T,  longitude 
214^^  45\  This  diftance  was  not  accompliflied 
until  breakfaft  time  on  the  4th,  nor  had  the  party 
been  able  to  fee  much  about  them  in  their  paf* 
fage  up  this  arm,  owing  to  the  dark,  gloomy, 
and  rainy  weather  that  had  prevailed.  The  fiiores 
on  either  fide  w^ere  more  fteep  and  rocky  than  in 
the  other  arms  they  had  examined  on  this  excur- 
fion,  but  the  low  ground  at  its  head  extended  to 
a  greater  diftance  before  it  reached  the  bafe  of 
the  mountains ;  thefe  w^re  greatly  elevated,  rofe 
rather  abruptly,  and  were  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow\  The  produdtions  of  the  lower  country 
were  obferved  to  be  fimilar  to  thofe  that  had  been 
fo  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  north-wxftward 
of  New  Georgia.  On  their  landing;  an  old  bear 
w^as  difeovered  nearly  at  the  top  ot  a  pine  tree, 

with 
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with  two  cubs  ;  the  former  immediately  defcend- 
cd,  arid  made  its  efcape,  but  the  young  ones  were 
ihot,  and  afforded  them  an  excellent  dinner.  The 
party,  ho\veyer,  had  fared  tolerably  well  on  this 
expedition,  having  fliot  many  wild  fowl ;  and  ou 
moft  of  the  rocks  where  they  had  landed,  eggs 
had  been  procured  in  great  abundance.  As  they 
returned,  a  channel  or  opening  was  found  to  the 
call; ward  of  that  by  which  they  had  advanced  ; 
this  w'as  purfued  in  a  diredlion  S.  25  W.  under 
the  impreffion  that  the  interm.ediate  land,  form¬ 
ing  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  other  arm,  was  an 
ifland  ;  and  that,  Irom  the  line  w^hich  the  conti-* 
nental  fhore  then  took,  it  would  lead  to  a  paffage 
which,  .on  Mr.  Johnftone’s  former  vifit  to  this 
found  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  of  London,  had 
been  dlfcovered  to  feparate  cape  Hinchinbrook 
from  the  main  land  by  a  channel,  w  hich,  al¬ 
though  only  navigable  for  boats,  w^as  fuflicient 
to  anfwxr  all  our  purpofes  in  tracing  the  limits  of 
the  continental  boundary.  This  having  always 
been  a  primary  confideration  wdth  us,  Mr.  John- 
itonc  entertained  hopes  of  being  able  to  profecute 
ins  furvey  to  the  fulleft  extent  I  had  pointed  out, 
to  which  he  waas  greatly  encouraged  by  the  fa¬ 
vorable  change  the  weather  had  aHumcd  by  the 
advanced  ftate  of  the  feafon,  and  bv  the  Icn^ 
continuance  of  the  very  hoifterous  weather  with 
which  they  had  fo  recently  contended.  But 
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before  they  had  advanced  a  league,  after  paffing 
fome  ifiets  that  lie  in  the  channel,  their  flatter¬ 
ing  profpe6l  vanifhed,  the  atmofphere  refumed 
its  threatening  afpecS,  and  by  noon  the  eafterly 
wind,  attended  by  a  heavy  rain,  burft  fuddenly 
upon  them,  and  blew  very  violently ;  yet,  under 
the  cover  of  the  eaftern  fliore,  they  continued 
their  route.  Here  they  met  twenty  Indians  in 
twelve  fmall  fkin  canoes,  a  few'  of  whom  only 
vlfited  the  boats  ;  the  others,  who  were  bufily 
employed  in  fifliing,  did  not  vifit  our  party,  and 
thofe  who  did,  though  they  behaved  in  a  very  ci¬ 
vil  and  orderly  manner,  were  very  unwilling  to 
part  with  any  fifli ;  a  fingle  halibut  being  all  that 
could  be  obtained. 

Having  returned  in  the  above  dlreblion  from 
the  head  of  the  arm  about  eight  miles,  the  party 
landed  on  an  Iflet  lying  clofe  to  the  eaftern  fliore, 
where  they  faw  land  appearing  like  two  fmall 
iflands,  and  feeming  to  be  fituated  at  the  fouth- 
weft  entrance  of  the  channel  they  were  then  pur- 
fuing;  but  between  the  ftatlon  they  had  taken 
and  thofe  iflands,  (it  being  low  tide)  a  dry  fand 
feemed  to  extend  from  fide  to  flde  of  the  paftage. 
Not  doubting  that  their  furvey  had  hitherto  been 
along  the  continental  fliore,  Mr.  Johnftone  was 
unw  illins::  to  abandon  his  obieft,  without  more 
pofitive  conviftion  of  the  paftage  before  them 
being  clofed  and  irnpaffable.  For  this  purpofe 
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they  fleered  over  to  the  weflern  or  oppofite  fliore^ 
and  on  approaching  within  about  half  a  mile  of 
it;  (the  fhores  being  about  half  a  league  afunder) 
the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  increafed  to  three^ 
five,  and  ten  fathoms ;  thefe  foundings  were  re¬ 
gular,  clofe  to  the  weflern,  or  ifland  hde,  and  in 
a  navigable  channel  lying  S.  6o  W.,  about  half  a 
mile  in  width  ;  the  fhoal  bank  from  the  eaflern 
or  continental  fhore  terminating  there.  This 
fad:  was  afcertained  by  one  of  the  boats,  whilft 
Mr.  Johnflone  in  the  other  kept  along  the  edge 
of  the  fhoal  bank  until  he  reached  the  eaflernmoft 
of  the  two  iflands,  which  from  the  iilet  they  had 
quitted  is  about  nine  miles  diflant,  and  lies  in  a 
S.  54  W.  dirediion.  To  this  place  they  had  been 
conduded  by  two  Ruffians,  with  whom  they  had 
met  in  their  w^ay ;  and  on  landing  were  received 
by  eight  others  with  every  expreffion  of  pleafure, 
indicative  of  their  friendly  and  hofpitable  inclina-*- 
tions,  though  their  poverty  feemed  to  preclude 

\ 

the  exercife  of  their  good  intentions.  Their  re- 
fidence  at  this  ifland  appeared  to  be  of  a  tempo¬ 
rary  nature,  fmce  the  only  flielter  they  had  was 
under  a  large  fkin  boat,  refling  with  one  of  its 
gunwales  on  the  ground,  whilft  the  other  was 
propped  up  by  flicks  at  a  fufficient  height  to  ad¬ 
mit  their  creeping  under  it.  In  this  fituation  did 
thefe  ten  Ruffians  abide,  clofe  in  the4icinage  of 
a  large  village,  containing  not  lefs  than  tw^o  hun¬ 
dred 
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ilred  Indians  ;  a  party  by  much  too  numerous  for 
our  people  to  have  ventured  taking  up  their 
night's  abode  fo  near,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
confidence  which  the  Ruffians  repofed  in  them, 
and  which  proved  not  to  be  ill  placed. 

Whilft  our  party  w^as  preparing  for  their  night’s 
reft,  the  twelve  canoes  wffiich  were  feen  in  the 
morning  arrived,  and  delivered  to  the  Ruffians 
the  produce  of  their  day’s  labour,  confifting  of 
about  two  dozen  halibut,  fome  fmall  fiffi,  and 
one  very  fine  falmon.  The  Ruffiians  immediately 
preferited  the  falmon  to  Mr.  Johnftone,  and  de- 
fired  that  his  people  would  take  fuck  of  the  ha¬ 
libut  and  fmall  fiffi  as  they  had  occafion  for; 
thefe  very  friendly  offers  were  thankfully  accep¬ 
ted,  and  they  afforded  the  party  a  moft  excellent 
repair,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  their  Ruf¬ 
fian  friends.  As  the  party  w^ere  about  to  retire  to 
reft,  two  large  fkiii  canoes  arrived,  and  paddled 
leifiirely  backwards  and  forwards  in  front  of  the 
village,  finging  a  fong  in  flow  time,  which  was 
accompanied  by  actions  fimilar  to  thofe  pradlifed 
by  moft  of  the  North  Weft  American  Indians  on 
their  vifiting  ftrangers.  This  party  confifted  of 
about  twenty  in  each  canoe,  which  clrcumftance 
at  that  time  of  night  Mr.  Johnftone  confidered 
as  by  no  means  pleafant,  and  induced  him  to  in¬ 
quire  which  was  the  officer,  or  who  w^as  the  prin-^ 
cipal  perfon,  of  the  Ruffian  party ;  but  he  found 
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there  was  no  fuch  perfon  amongft  them,  they 
being  all  either  matroffes  or  common  fallors,  fent 
from  their  fettlement  at  Noocheek,  that  is  to 
fay,  port  Etches,  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting 
furs. 

The  new  comers,  although  making  a  very  con- 
fiderable  addition  to  the  Indian  party,  produced 
no  alteration  in  the  condud:  of  the  Ruffians  ;  this 
was  very  fatisfadory  to  Mr,  Johnftone,  and  the 
fufpicions  that  had  before  been  entertained  in- 
tirely  fubfided.  One  of  thefe  Indians^  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  chief,  delivered  to  the  Ruffians  a 
paper  folded  up  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  with  ten 
ffiins,  nine  of  which  appeared  to  be  beaver,  and 
one  a  fea  otter  fkln. 

Although  a  want  of  knowledge  in  the  Ruffian 
language  neceffarily  rendered  moft  of  their  in¬ 
quiries  inconclufive,  yet  they  clearly  underftood 
that  the  ftrangers  had  come  Immediately  from 
Groofgincloofe,  or  Cook’s  inlet,  and  that  they, 
with  their  canoes,  had  croffed  the  yihmus  overland 
^liat  feparates  this  found  from  Turnagain  arm  ;  but 
whether  thefe  Indians  were  the  natives  of  this  or 
that  branch  of  the  ocean  could  not  be  afeertained. 

The  night  was  boifterous  from  the  S.  E.,  wdth 
very  heavy  rain.  In  the  morning  of  the  f>th 
the  wxather  v/as  more  moderate,  but  unfortu¬ 
nately  the  grapnel  of  one  of  the  boats  being  foul 
at  the  bottom,  the  boat  grounded  whilft  they 
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were  endeavouring  to  v^eigh  it ;  and  it  being  ebb 
tide  they  could  not  pafs  over  the  flioal,  fo  that 
Hie  was  under  the  neceffity  of  remaining  there 
until  the  returning  flood.  As  their  fituation  was 
now  before  the  channel  leading  in  an  eafterly  di¬ 
rection  to  the  ocean,  Mr.  Johnftone  proceeded 
with  the  other  boat,  in  order  to  gain  fuch  infor¬ 
mation  as  might  tend  to  facilitate  their  progrefs 
pn  the  next  tide  ;  and  having  advanced  as  far  as 
the  flioal  and  the  falling  tide  would  permit,  he 
obferved,  that  between  the  point  to  which  they 
had  traced  the  continental  fliore,  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  00^291^  longitude  214°  29',  (and  which, 
after  Captain  Whitfhed,  of  the  navy,  obtained 
the  name  of  Point  Whitshed)  and  Hinchin- 
brook  ifland,  the  fpace  was  occupied  by  a  low 
uninterrupted  barren  fand  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  being  the  continuation  of  the  fhoal  bank 
that  they  had  traced  ever  fince  quitting  the  iflet 
on  the  preceding  afternoon.  This  bank  feemed 
to  be  impaflTable,  but  as  thefe  obfervations  were 
made  at  low  water,  a  few  feet  only  above  the 
furface  of  an  extenflve  and  nearly  level  traCh  of 
fands,  Mr.  Johnftone  thought  it  not  improbable 
that  a  channel  for  the  boats  might  be  found 
winding  through  it  into  the  ocean.  He  was 
confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  Ruffians  on  his 
return  to  the  ifland  ;  wffiere,  finding  the  other 
boat  in  readinefs  to  depart,  they  took  leave  of 
.  VoL.  V.  U  their 
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their  Ruffian  friends,  with  many  thankful  expref- 
fions  for  the  kindneffes  they  had  beftowed.  Thefe 
Mr.  Johnftone  endeavoured  to  requite  by  a  few 
trifling  articles  of  traffic,  which  he  conceived 
might  be  acceptable,  and  which  were  received 
with  great  pleafure  by  the  Ruffians. 

The  wind  ftill  blew  very  ftrong  from  the  S.  E, 
attended  with  thick  rainy  weather,  but  the  hopes 
of  being  yet  able  to  profecute  their  refearches 
along  the  continental  ffiore  to  the  eaftward,  in¬ 
duced  them  to  continue  in  that  purfuit  towards 
the  north-eafi:  point  of  Hinchinbrook  ifland 
(which  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Bentinck) 
as  the  moft  probable  means  for  finding  the  ex¬ 
pelled  boat  paffage ;  but  on  their  reaching  that 
point  Mr.  Johnftone  perceived,  as  he  had  done 
in  the  morning,  the  continuation  of  the  fand- 
bank,  connecling  the  land  he  was  then  upon  with 
the  continent  ;  with  the  only  difference  of  its 
being  partly  dry,  the  tide  not  being  quite  fo  low 
as  before.  To  the  eaftward  the  ocean  feemed 
to  be  very  tempeftuous,  and  the  fpace  between 
point  Bentinck  and  point  Whitffied  was  occupied 
by  a  tremendous  furf  that  rendered  any  paffage 
at  that  time  impradticable,  though  in  more  fa¬ 
vorable  weather  it  might  probably  be  effedled. 

The  party  had  now  been  abfent  ten  days  from 
the  fhip,  which  was  the  period  for  which  they 
had  been  fupplied,  as  the  only  means  of  carrying 
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on  the  furvey  of  the  exterior  coaft  was  round  by- 
cape  Hinchlnbrook,  a  navigation  far  too  exten- 
five  for  them  to  attempt  with  the  remaining  flock 
of  their  provifions,  and  expofed  to  the  ocean  on 
an  intirely  open  coaft,  they  were  obliged,  though 
with  great  reluftance,  to  abandon  that  objecft, 
and  direct  their  way  towards  home.  In  doing 
this  they  paffed  along  the  fhores  of  Hinchinbrook 
ifiand,  nearly  in  a  weft  direcftion,  ftill  doubtful 
whether  the  land,  forming  the  north-weftern 
fide  of  the  channel  they  had  thus  purfued,  was 
an  ifiand,  or  only  a  peninfula.  Should  however 
the  former  conje6lure  prove  corredl,  their  paffage 
to  the  veffels  would  be  fliortened  many  leagues; 
and  to  afcertain  this  fa6l  they  rowed  until  near 
midnight,  when,  having  advanced  about  eight 
miles  from  point  Bentinck,  their  labours  were 
rewarded  by  reaching  the  weftern  fide  of  the  ex* 
pe6ted  paffage  leading  into  the  found,  by  a  chan¬ 
nel  about  half  a  league  wide  and  about  two  miles 
long,  in  which  were  fome  iflets  and  rocks,  with 
a  fhoal  lying  before  its  northern  entrance.  The 
land  in  queftlon  was  now  proved  to  be  an  ifiand  ; 
from  one  to  four  miles  wide,  and  about  twenty 
miles  long,  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  direc¬ 
tion.  This  ifiand  obtained  the  name  of  Haw¬ 
kins’s  Island. 

After  refting  a  few  hours,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  0th  they  again  fat  off,  but  their  progrefs 
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was  flow  in  confequence  of  a  ftrong  wefterly 
wind,  almoft  as  adverfe  to  their  returning  as  the 
eafterlj  ftorms  had  been  to  their  advancing,  but 
with  the  alleviation  of  more  pleafant  weather. 
They  paflbd  along  the  north-weft  part  of  Hin- 
chinbrook  ifland,  which  in  a  wefterly  direftion 
is  formed  into  coves,  and  fmall  open  bays  ;  in 
one  of  thefe  they  ftopped  to  breakfaft.  Here 
they  found  a  crofs  erected,  on  which  was  inferib- 
ed,  “  Carolus  IV.  Hifpan.  Rex.  An.  17Q0. 
Salvador  Fidalgo.”  The  north- w^eft  extremity 
of  this  ifland  was  reached  about  noon,  w^hen  the 
latitude  was  obferved  to  be  0o°  3o',  its  longitude 
213°  54^,  about  7^  miles  nearly  in  a  weft  direc¬ 
tion  from  the  pafTage  they  had  paflTed  through 
the  preceding  night.  This  was  only  the  fecond 
obfervation  that  had  been  obtained  for  the  lati¬ 
tude  during  this  expedition,  but  this  fortunately 
happened  to  be  at  a  confpicuous  ftation,  from 
whence  they  wxre  able  to  correft  the  menfura- 
tion  of  the  whole  of  their  furvey,  which  other- 
wdfe  muft  have  been  liable  to  material  error 
from  the  very  inclement  w^eather  they  had  ex¬ 
perienced. 

From  this  point  the  fhores,  which  w^ere  in¬ 
dented  into  fmall  coves,  took  a  S.  S.W.  direction, 
about  eight  miles  to  the  north-weft  point  of  en¬ 
trance  into  port  Etches ;  which  Mr.  Johnftone 
had  my  dlredions  to  vifit  if  circumftances  would 

permit 


1794*]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  '  293 

permit  him  fo  to  do,  in  the  hope  of  his  being 
able  to  acquire  fome  geographical  information 
from  the  RufQans  eftablifhed  in  that  place,  whofe 
habitation  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  they  found 
fituated  in  the  north- weft  part  of  that  port.  Here 
they  were  received  by  the  principal  perfon,  Mr. 
Peter  Colomenee,  with  every  mark  of  polite  cor 
diality  that  might  have  been  expedled  from  a 
perfon  in  his  fituation,  and  intrufted  with  the 
direction  of  an  extenfive  commmercial  eftablifli* 
ment.  Mr.  Colomenee  inftantly  conducted  the 
party  to  the  Ruffian  refidence,  which  in  moft  re- 
fpefts  refembled  that  which  I  had  vifited  in 
Cook’s  inlet,  though  on  a  fmaller  fcale.  This 
however  was  better  defended,  as  a  galliot  of  about 
feventy  tons  burthen  was  hauled  on  Ibore,  placed' 
ereft,  and  formed  nearly  one  fide  of  the  fquarc, 
within  which  their  houfes  were  built;  the  whole 
of  which  it  overlooked,  and  commanded  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country,  which  is  a  low  narrow  peninfula, 
to  a  confiderable  diftance  round.  On  board  this 
veflel  fome  Ruffians  well  armed  conftantly  refid- 
ed,  and  on  her  decks  fome  fwivel  and  carriage 
guns  \vere  mounted  ;  and  three  of  the  latter 
wxre  alfo  feen  at  the  entrance  of  the  large  com¬ 
mon  dvvelling-houfe.  Here  they  were  leated  to 
breakfaft,  confifting  of  boiled  feals’  fleffi,  train  oil, 
and  a  few  boiled  eggs,  ferved  up  with  a  degree  of 
neatnefs  correfpondent  to  the  delicacy  of  the  ar- 
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tides  of  which  the  repaft  was  compofed.  The 
fkin  and  moft  of  the  hair  were  ftill  adhering  to 
the  flefh  of  the  feal,  and  the  other  articles  not 
being  very  inviting  to  perfons  accuftomed  to  a 
different  diet,  Mr.  Johnftone  begged  leave  to  add 
their  portion  of  chocolate,  beef  and  bread,  to  the 
breakfaft,  which  was  readily  admitted,  and  to 
which  their  Ruffian  hoft  did  ample  juftice. 

Mr.  Johnftone  obferved,  that  there  were  only 
a  few  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  fet- 
tlement,  but  is  of  opinion  that  they  have  a  con- 
fiderable  village  at  the  head  of  the  port.  The 
Ruffians  were  faid  to  amount  to  an  hundred, 
w  ho,  with  thofe  eftabliflied  in  the  upper  parts  of 
Cook’s  inlet,  under  Mr.  Zikoff,  were  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  one  particular  company  of  merchants, 
diftinft  from  thofe  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Berrenoff,  wffio  they  now  underftood  refided 
chiefly  at  the  Kodiak;  that  his  party  extended 
their  traffic  principally  along  the  exterior  coaft 
of  the  peninfula,  towards  Montagu  ifland  ;  that 
the  accounts  of  the  eftablifliment  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Mr.  Berrenoff  in  Blying  found  were 
corred: ;  and  that  the  Englifhmaii’s  name  who 
was  employed  there  in  building  a  ffiip,  was 
Shields. 

From  the  refult  of  Mr.  Johnftone’s  inquiries, 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  Ruffians  had  formed 
any  eftablifliment  to  the  eaftward  of  this  ftation^ 

but 
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but  that  their  boats  make  excurfions  along;  the 
exterior  coaft  as  far  as  cape  Suckling,  and  their 
galiots  much  further.  In  one  of  thefe  expedi¬ 
tions  a  ferious  difpute  had  lately  arifen  with  the 
natives  of  Admiralty  bay ;  but  the  particulars 
could  not  be  learned.  On  Mr.  Johnfione’s  in¬ 
quiring  for  the  chart  of  the  Ruffian  difcoveries 

in  thefe  regions,  he  found  that  Mr.  Colomenee 

% 

had  no  fuch  thing  in  his  poifeffion  ;  but  he  un- 
derftood  that  Mr.  Smyloff,  who  commanded  the 
galiot,  was  well  informed,  and  Mr.  Colomenee 
believed  that  he  poffelfed  fome  documents  that 
would  have  afforded  Mr.  Johnftone  much  fatis- 
fadlion,  had  not  that  gentleman  been  abfent  on 
an  excurfion,  by  which  means  little  interefting 
information  could  be  obtained  by  this  vifit ;  not 
however  refulting  from  an  improper  mode  of  di- 
redling  the  inquiries  on  the  one  part,  or  a  dilm- 
clination  to  communicate  on  the  other  ;  but  from 
the  infurmountable  impediment  which  had  fo 
conftantly  attended  on  all  our  inquiries,  from  the 
want  of  a  common  language,  by  which  we  might 
have  been  enabled  to  comprehend  each  other’s 
meaning. 

During  the  day  the  v/eather  was  fair,  but  as 
the  wind  blew  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  weft  ward, 
againft^ which  the  boats  could  have  made  very 
little  if  any  progrefs,  Mr.  Johnftone  was  induced 
to  prolong  his  ftay  until  the  evening,  at  which 
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time  thefe  wdnds  generally  fubfide.  After  din¬ 
ner,  to  fhew  the  fenfe  he  entertained  of  Mr.  Co- 
lomenee’s  cordial  and  attentive  reception,  and  in 
return  for  the  fervices  our  party  had  received 
from  the  Ruffians  at  the  India  village,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  prefented  their  hofpitable  hoft  with  the  few 
articles  of  traffic,  and  the  fmall  flock  of  provi- 
fions  they  had  remaining,  amongfl  which  w^as 
about  half  a  gallon  of  rum.  This  appeared  to 
be  by  far  the  mofl  acceptable  part  of  the  whole  ; 
and  Mr.  Colomenee  faid,  it  was  a  great  length  of 
time  fince  he  had  poflefled  fuch  a  quantity  of 
fpirituous  liquor  ;  indeed,  the  immediate  and  in¬ 
temperate  ufe  he  made  of  it,  foon  proved  it  to 
be  a  fortunate  circuraflance  that  his  fituation 
precluded  him  the  indulgence  of  fuch  luxuries. 
The  inordinate  defire  in  the  lower  claffes  of  thefe 
people  for  fpirituous  liquors  is  a  notorious  fadl, 
and  had  been  often  exhibited  in  our  fliort  inter- 
courfe  with  thofe  whom  we  had  met  with  in  this 
country  ;  but  our  gentlemen  could  not  avoid 
being  greatly  hurt  that  a  foreigner,  capable  of 
conducting  himfelf  in  a  mianner  that  befpoke 
him  worthy  of  a  fuperlor  flatlon,  fliould  have  fb 
little  efteem  for  himfelf,  as  to  fall  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  error  ;  efpecially  as  he  was  a  man  advanced 
in  years,  and  whofe  previous  deportment  had  very 
juflly  intltled  him  to  their  refpeCl :  be  became 
in  an  inflant  an  objeCt  of  their  pity,  and  they 


were 


irg-i-J  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

were  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  their  leave, 
■whilft  he  was  fo  intoxicated  as  to  be  nearly  In  a 
ftate  of  Infenfibillty. 

The  wind,  as  had  been  expelled,  fubfided 
about  eiglit  in  the  evening,  and  the  night  was 
employed  in  rowing  acrofs  the  found  ;  in  the 
morning  the  calm  was  fucceded  by  a  northerly 
wind  with  pleafant  weather,  which  brought 
them  back  to  the  veflcls,  as  has  been  already 
flated. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  8th,  a  party 
of  about  twenty  Ruffians  vlfited  the  flilps  from 
port  Etches,  in  one  of  their  large  flvin  canoesj 
conduced  by  the  fame  perfon  who  had  been  the 
leader  of  the  party  that  had  vlfited  us  amongft 
the  ice  in  the  upper  part  of  Cook’s  inlet.  I  un- 
derftood  from  him,  that  on  his  quitting  the  fhip 
they  had  proceeded  up  Turnagain  arm,  and  from 
thence  had  croffed  the  ifthmus  by  land  and  gone 
to  port  Etches,  where  he  had  remained  ever 
fince.  He  alfo  gave  me  to  underftand,  that  Mr. 
Colomenee  would  be  with  us  in  the  morning, 
w  hich  took  place  agreeably  to  his  information  ; 
and  with  him  came  Mr.  Ballufan,  wdio  brought 
the  chart  he  had  gone  in  queft  of,  and  very  po¬ 
litely  allowed  me  to  copy  it. 

By  the  fuperfcription  of  this  chart,  it  appeared 
to  have  been  executed  in  the  years  ]  789  and 
J/QO,  but  wc  wtYC  unable  to  underftand  any 
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thing  further  of  what  was  contained  in  its  title, 
which  was  rather  difFufe,  and  appeared  to  be  as 
unintelligible  to  the  Ruffians  as  to  ourfelves  ;  for 
they  either  could  not,  or  would  not  read  it  over, 
nor  did  they  inform  us  under  what  authority  the 
chart  had  been  conftrudted.  The  extent  which 
it  comprehended  was,  on  the  Afiatic  ffiore,  in¬ 
cluding  the  fea  of  Ochotffi,  from  50  to  53  de¬ 
grees  of  north  latitude  ;  the  American  coaft  and 
iflands  eaftward  on  the  north  Pacific  to  Crofs 
found,  and  northward  to  ffioal  Nefs.  On  com¬ 
paring  this  chart  with  fuch  parts  of  the  American 
coaft  as  had  been  furveyed  by  Captain  Cook,  or 
feen  by  ourfelves,  though  it  had  not  any  great 
apparent  pretenftons  to  accuracy,  yet  it  w^as  fa- 
tisfadlory  in  certain  particulars,  with  refped;  to 
which  w^e  had  entertained  fome  doubts  ;  efpe- 
ciaily  with  regard  to  the  coaft  lying  between 
cape  Trinity  and  point  Banks,  which  was  repre- 
fented  in  this  chart  as  an  extenfive  group  of 
iflands  under  the  denomination  of  Kodiak.  The 
largeft  of  thefe  extends  from  cape  Trinity  to  cape 
Greville,  where  a  feparation  takes  place  between 
it  and  the  land  to  the  weft  ward  of  St.  Her  mo- 
genes  ifland,  which  land  the  Ruffians  call  Fog- 
niak  ;  and  forms  wdth  the  land  to  the  fouthward 
what  Captain  Cook  called  Whitfuntide  bay,  but 
wffiich  is  a  paflTage  leading  weftward  into  thofe 
ftraits  that  feparate  the  Kodiak  from  the  conti- 
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nent,  to  the  Ibuth- weft  ward  of  cape  Douglas. 
Thefe  ftraits  are  delineated  as  being  in  general 
upwards  of  ten  leagues  wide,  free  from  interrup¬ 
tion  ;  the  land  about  cape  Trinity  forming  their 
ibuth- weft  point  of  entrance.  The  parts  thus 
deferibed,  that  had  not  been  feen  by  us,  I  have 
incorporated  into  our  charts,  but  I  cannot  take 
upon  me  to  be  anfwerable  in  any  refpefl  for  their 
accuracy.  This  furvey  in  many  particulars 
varies  very  materially  from  that  publiihed  by  Mr. 
Meares. 

The  inclemency  of  the  weather  having  pre¬ 
vented  Mr.  Johnftone  from  examining  thq  exte^ 
rior  coaft,  and  having  greatly  delayed  our  bufmeft, 
efpecially  in  the  carpenters’  department,  Mr.  Pu¬ 
get  received  my  orders  to  proceed  with  the  Chat¬ 
ham,  and  to  continue  the  furvey  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  fhore  to  port  Mulgrave,  where  I  directed 
him  to  remain  until  the  ift  of  July  ;  but  in  the 
event  of  my  not  having  arrived  there  before  that 
time,  he  was  then  to  proceed  to  Crofs  found, 
with  further  inftruftions  for  his  government. 
On  this  fervice  the  Chatham  departed  the  next 
morning,  Wednefday  the  11th,  as  did  our  Ruf¬ 
fian  friends,  to  whom  I  prefented  an  affortment 
of  fuch  articles  as  in  their  eftimation  was  moft 
valuable  and  ufeful,  coniifting  of  culinary  uten- 
fils,  iron,  fteel,  copper,  axes,  &c.  with  fome  falted 
provifions,  bread  flour,  rum,  and  tobacco,  all  of 
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which  were  accepted  with  teftimonies  of  the 
inoft  grateful  fatisfa6lion. 

The  cutter  that  had  attended  Mr.  Johnftone 
being  now  at  leifure,  I  employed  the  three  fol¬ 
lowing  days  in  taking  a  fketch  of  the  harbour, 
and  its  adjacent  fhorcs.  During  this  interval  the 
bowfprit  was  got  in,  and  the  fhip  in  all  other 
refpedls  made  ready  for  fea  the  inftant  the  other 
boat  party  fliould  return. 

About  noon  on  Sunday  the  15th,  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  arrived,  having  completed  the  talk  allotted 
to  his  labours,  fo  that  by  the  joint  exertions  of 
the  two  parties,  the  furvey  of  this  fpacious  inlet 
had  been  fully  accomplifhed. 

In  his  paffage  towards  the  fouth-weft  point  of 
the  found,  Mr.  Whidbey  vifited  two  bays  on  the 
fliores  of  Montagu  ifland,  one  named  by  Mr. 
Portlock  Hunnlngs’s  bay,  the  other  M‘Leod’s 
harbour.  The  anchorage  in  thefe  he  reprefents 
as  being  very  much  expofed,  and  conftituting 
nothing  more  than  flopping  places  in  navigating 
this  channel.  The  points  of  both  ought  not  to 
be  approached  too  near,  as  lurking  rocks  are 
fltuated.at  fome  diflance  from  them.  In  crofling 
from  Montagu  Ifland  to  the  fouth-wxfl  point  of. 
the  found,  much  broken  land  was  pafl'ed,  and 
confidered  to  be  a  clufler  of  high  rugged  iflands. 
This  conjecture  was  afterwards  found  to  be  well 
formed,  as  alfo  that  the  point  to  which  I  have 
-  given 
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given  the  name  of  Cape  Puget,  was  on  the 
main  land  of  the  penlnfula.  This  cape  is  fitu- 
ated  in  latitude  50°  55\  longitude  212^  qV,  and 
forms  the  weft  point  of  a  branch  of  the  found 
leading  to  the  northward  ;  which  I  named  Port 
Bainbridge.  Its  oppofite  point,  which  I  call 
Point  Elrington,  is  the  fouth-wefternmoft 
part  of  the  above  high  rugged  clufter  of  iflands, 
lying  from  it  eaft,  five  miles  diftant.  This  is  a 
high,  fteep,  barren  promontory  of  fmall  extent, 
connected  to  the  ifiand  near  it  by  a  narrow  ifth- 
mus,  which  at  that  time  was  covered  with  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  fea  fowl.  On  the  fame  fide  of 
the  port,  in  a  N.  N.  W.  direction,  about  five 
miles  from  point  Elrington,  is  Point  Pyke, 
rendered  remarkable  by  its  fugar-loaf  form.  Be¬ 
tween  thefe  points  are  fome  bays,  and  a  large 
opening  leading  to  the  north-eaft,  with  many 
rocks  about  the  fliores  juft  above  water ;  but  the 
oppofite  or  weftern  fide  of  the  port  is  compacft, 
although  fomewhat  Indented  with  fmall  bays 
and  coves.  To  the  north  of  point  Pyke  is  a  to¬ 
lerably  well  (heltered  bay,  furrounded  on  all  fides 
by  lofty  abrupt  fnowy  mountains;  and  to  the 
north  of  this  was  a  fecond  bav,  and  a  narrov/ 
opening  leading  to  the  north-eaft.  The  furvey 
w^as  continued  on  the  weftern  fliorc,  in  a  channel 
in  a  northerly  diredlion,  and  between  two  and 
three  miles  wide.  On  the  28th  of  May  the  party 
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refted  in  a  fmall  cove  ;  the  night  as  well  as  the 
day  was  extremely  iinpleafant,  the  wind  having 
conftantly  blown  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  N.N.E. 
with  cold  rainy  weather.  The  next  morning  a 
great  fwell  rolled  from  the  ocean  up  the  port, 
which  terminated  fix  miles  from  their  lafi:  deep¬ 
ing  place  in  the  latitude  of  Oo'’  1  longitude 
2]  2^  121',  by  a  fmall  trabl  of  low  land;  ofF 
wTich,  as  well  as  its  weftern  fliore,  lie  fome  rocks 
and  rocky  illets.  On  thefe^  although  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  eighteen  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the 
port,  and  the  wind  blowing  nearly  in  a  direbl  line 
down  the  channel,  the  fea  broke  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence  as  rendered  landing  dangerous.  Here  they" 
were  met  by  a  folitary  Indian,  who  accompanied 
them  back  along  the  eaftern  fide  of  port  Bain- 
bridge.  This  fhore  was  found  to  be  compadt, 
until  they  reached  the  north  point  of  the  narrow 
opening  before  noticed,  which  I  have  called 
Point  V/atess,  lying  in  a  dlreftion  from  the 
head  of  the  port  S.  15  E.  diftant  eight  miles, 
having:  fome  rocks  and  breakers  before  it.  Thefe 

O' 

they  paffed,  and  continued  their  refearches  up 
the  opening  which  took  a  diredllon  N.  50  E.  ; 
where,  having  advanced  about  five  miles,  the 
turbulency  of  the  w^eather  obliged  them  to  feek 
fome  fecure  retreat,  and  on  reaching  a  fmall  in¬ 
different  cove  on  the  northern  fide,  the  party 
Hopped,  and  were  wdth  difficulty  able  to  eredl 
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one  fmall  tent,  and  make  a  fire.  The  violence 
of  the  ftorm  here  was  equal  to  what  was  expe¬ 
rienced  by  Adr.  Johnftone  and  his  party.  It  de¬ 
tained  Mr.  Whidbey  until  the  ift  of  June,  but 
its  greatefi;  force  during  his  excurfion  was  about 
noon  on  the  preceding  day,  when  a  very  heavy 
gufi:  brought  down  from  a  confiderable  height 
on  the  fide  of  the  mountains,  which  are  fteep  to 
the  water’s  edge,  an  immenfe  mafs  of  earth,  trees, 
and  frozen  fiiow.  This  was  attended  by  a  moft 
tremendous  noife,  and  took  place  at  a  diftance 
not  exceeding  an  hundred  yards  from  the  fpot 
where  the  whole  party  was  afibmbled.  It  was 
whilfi:  they  were  detained  here  that  the  accident 
had  happened,  which  in  a  great  meafure  had  oc- 
cafioned  AJr.  Whidbey’s  former  return. 

Conceiving,  from  the  direction  of  this  open¬ 
ing,  that  it  feparated  the  broken  land  before 
mentioned  from  the  main  land,  and  that  it  com¬ 
municated  with  the  found  to  the  north- eaft ward, 
Mr.  Whidbey  continued  his  courfe  in  that  direc¬ 
tion,  accompanied  by  the  Indian  who  had  been 
their  gueft  during  the  ftormy  weather  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  proceeded  about  fix  miles  further,  nearly  in 
the  line  before  defcribed,  they  arrived  in  the 
found.  The  channel  through  wdiich  they  had 
thus  pafied,  w^as  in  moft  parts  fomething  lefs 
than  a  mile  wide  ;  it  is  about  1 1  miles  in  length, 

there 
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there  are  feveral  funken  rocks  in  it ;  and  its 

\ 

fliores  are  compofed  of  fteep  rocky  mountains. 

In  the  evening  of  the  3d,  the  party  again 
reached  the  north- weft  point  of  this  paffage, 
which,  after  Captain  Countefs  of  the  navy,  ob¬ 
tained  the  name  of  Point  Countess  ;  it  is 
fituated  in  latitude  13^,  longitude  212®30p; 
this  forms  alfo  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  an  arm 
leading  to  the  north-weftward,  up  which  their 
courfe  w^as  direiled  along  the  larboard  or  conti¬ 
nental  fhore,  palling  many  large  pieces  of  floating 
ice,  which  were  in  great  abundance  in  this  part 
of  the  found.  Two  miles  to  the  north-wxft  of 
this  point  they  reached  the  entrance  of  a  fmall 
opening  about  a  mile  in  wddth,  that  took  a  fouth- 
crly  diredtion,  where  they  refted  for  the  night. 
Early  the  next  morning  they  again  proceeded 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  and  found  this  opening 
to  be  compofed  of  two  bays,  that  terminated 
about  a  league  within  its  entrance.  From  hence 
they  fleered  to  the  N.  N.  W.  paffing  a  bay  on 
the  w  eflern  fliore  about  a  league  wide,  and  about 
four  miles  and  a  half  deep,  terminated  by  a  com- 
padl  body  of  ice  that  defeended  from  high  per-^ 
pendicular  cliffs  to  the  water  fide,  and  furround- 
ed  by  a  country  compofed  of  ftupendous  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  fnow.  By  this  time 
Mr.  Whidbey  had  advanced  as  far  on  the  weflern 
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fide  of  the  found  as  to  be  oppofite  to  the  anchor¬ 
age  of  the  veflels,  about  nine  leagues  dlftant  in 
nearly  an  eaft  and  weft  direftion.  This  fpace  is 
occupied  by  land  much  .broken,  through  which, 
befides  an  opening  then  before  them  leading  to 
the  north-eaft,  there  were  two  others  that  they 
had  paficd  by  leading  to  the  northw^ard.  From 
the  Rorth  of  this  icy  bay  the  continental  ftiore 
ftretched  N.  30  W.  about  fix  miles  up  a  fmall 
branch,  which  there  turned  fliort  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  terminated  about  a  league  further  in 
a  circular  bafon,  full  of  rocks,  fome  above  and 
others  beneath  the  furface  of  the  water.  From 
this  bafon  the  party  returned  along  the  northern- 
fhore,  which  led  them  to  a  point,  in  the  opening' 
laft  mentioned,  extending  to  the  north -caft,  in 
latitude  20^  longitude  212°  25''.  This  paf- 
fage,  which  may  be  confidered  as  commencing 
at  the  north  point  of  Icy  bay,  is  there  about  two 
miles  wide,  and  w^as  found  to  extend  in  a  direc¬ 
tion  N.  42  E.  for  nine  miles  and  a  half,  wfoere  it 
communicated  with  the  moft  wxftern  of  the 
other  two  openings  before  alluded  to,  making 
the  land  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  this  pafiage  (which 
from  the  great  number  of  rocks  in  it  is  navigable 
only  for  boats  and  canoes)  an  ifland  about  three 
leagues  and  a  half  long.  On  the  wxftern  fide  ot 
this  are  two  fmall  branches,  each  about  a  mile 
wdde,  and  four  miles  long,  lying  in  a  north-wxft’ 
VoL.  V,  X  diredion^ 
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direftion,  in  which  were  alfo  an  immenfe  num¬ 
ber  of  rocks.  The  fhores  of  the  main  land  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  direction  of  the  paffage,  about  a 
league  and  a  half  beyond  the  moft  northern  of 
thefe  branches/to  a  point  from  whence  the  con¬ 
tinental  fliore  took  a  diredlion  N.  27  W.  ;  this 
point  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Novuell, 
and  is  fituated  in  latitude  60"  2/-',  longitude  212® 
42-p.  They  quitted  this  about  noon  on  the  5th; 
and  after  having  advanced  about  eleven  miles 
along  a  very  rocky  coaft,  with  fome  iflets  lying 
off  from  it,  the  party  arrived  at  the  fouth  point 
of  entrance  into  an  opening  on  the  main  land  ; 
its  oppofite  point  lying  in  the  above  direction 
about  two  miles  further :  the  fhores  that  were 
thus  traverfed  broke  into  fmall  bays,  lined  by  in¬ 
numerable  rocks,  and  expofcd  to  the  whole  range 
of  the  noith-eaft  fwxll  in  the  found,  from  w'hich 
quarter  a  very  heavy  fea  broke  with  great  vio¬ 
lence,  and  rendered  its  navigation,  even  for  boats, 
highly  dangerous. 

This  opening  confifted  of  three  fmall  branches, 
two  of  them  taking  a  foutherly,  and  the  third  a 
north-wefterly  courfe.  Having  afcertained  the 
extent  of  this  opening,  the  coaft  w^as  found  to 
ftretch  from  it  nearly  north,  rounding  a  little  to 
the  eaftv\ard,  to  a  point  that  has  received  the 
name  of  Point  Culross,  fituated  in  latitude 
^0*^  45h  and  longitude  212®  32',  and  paffing  an 
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ifland  about  a  league  from  the  fliore,  about  four 
miles  long,  in  a  north-well:  diredlon.  This  point 
formed  the  fouth-weft  point  of  an  opening  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  wide,  taking  a  diredlion  N. 
30  W,  ;  but  as  they  advanced  between  thefe 
points  of  entrance,  the  opening  divided  into  tvv^o 
very  extenfive  branches,  one  taking  nearly  a 
northerly,  the  other,  a  wefterly  courfe  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  firfl;  claimed  the  attention  of  the  party.  Along 
its  fouthern  fhore,  about  four  miles  and  a  half 
from  point  Culrofs,  they  came  to  a  bay  about  a 
league  and  a  half  wide,  and  about  three  miles 
deep,  in  a  fouth  diredlion,  where  it  was  termi¬ 
nated  by  a  fimilar  boundary  of  ice  and  frozen  fnow 
as  before  defcrlbed,  reaching  from  a  compadl  body 
of  lofty  frozen  mountains  to  the  water’s  edge. 
Here  it  was  fingular  that  the  lliores  between  thefo 
icy  bays  were  moftly  compofed  of  a  border  of 
very  low  land,  well  wooded  with  trees  of  the 
pine  and  alder  tribes,  ftretching  from  the  bafe  of 
ftupendous  mountains  into  the  fea.  At  the  weft 
point  of  this  bay,  which  I  have  called  Point 
Cochrane,  they  took  up  their  night’s  abode, 
and  found  it  to  form  the  fouth  point  of  a  branch 
leading  to  the  weftward,  and  lying  in  a  diredlion 
from  point  Culrofs  N.  77  W.  at  the  dlftance  of 
eight  miles ;  the  oppofite,  or  north  point  of  en¬ 
trance,  lying  N.N.E.  half  a  league  diftant.  This 
branch,  on  the  morning >of  the  7th,  was  found 
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divided  into  t'svo  ;  the  fiift  about  tWo  miles  wide, 
took  a  direction  from  point  Cochrane,  S.  68  W. 
tw^o  leagues  and  a  half ;  the  other  extended  frocqe 
the  fame  ftation  weft  13  miles,  and  then  termi¬ 
nated  in  a  diredlion  S.  33  W.  about  four  miles 
further  ;  its  general  width  from  half  a  league  to 
two  miles  and  an  half.  Although  Mr.  Whidbey 
had  every  reafon  to  prefume  that  his  examina¬ 
tion  had  hitherto  been  diredted  along  the  conti¬ 
nental  fiiore,'  yet  from  the  very  extraordinary 
manner  in  which  we  had  found  the  coaft  of 
Korth  Weft  America  divided,  Ke  could  not  help 
entertaining  fome  doubts,  until  he  arrived  at  the 
north -weft  extremity  of  this  branch,  fituated  in 
latitude  6o^  48^  longitude  21 1®  52'.  Here  they 
had  approached  within  twxlve  miles  in  a  direc¬ 
tion  S.  6o  W.  of  the  fpot  where  Mr.  Whidbey 
had  ended  his  examination  of  Turnagain  arm. 
The  intermediate  fpace  was  the  ifthmus  fo  fre¬ 
quently  alluded  to  before,  on  either  fide  of  which 
the  country  was  compofed  of  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  lofty,  barren,  impaflable  mountains, 
enveloped  in  perpetual  fnow ;  but  the  ifthmus 
itfelf  was  a  valley  of  fome  breadth,  which,  though 
it  contained  elevated  land,  was  very  free  from 
'fnow,  and  appeared  to  be  perfectly  eafy  of  accefs; 
a  little  to  the  eaftward  of  this  valley,  a  rapid 
ftream  of  frefh  water  rulhed  dowm  a  gully  in  the 
lotty  mountains,  and  -found  its  wxy  to  the  fea 
.  through 
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through  a  margin  of  low  land  extending  from 
the  bafe  of  the  mountains,  and  producing  pine 
trees,  cranberries,  and  a  few  other  fhrubs.  On 
the  weftern  point  of  entrance  into  this  brook  was 
a  fmall  houfe,  about  five  feet  high,  and  eight  feet 
fquare,  covered  in  with  bark,  not  built  after  the 
Indian,  but  evidently  conftru£ted  after  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  manner ;  formed  by  logs  of  timber,  and 
made  tight  by  the  vacancies  being  filled  up  with 
mofs  and  clay ;  the  bottom  was  ftrewed  over 
with  clean  dried  grafs,  and  appeared  not  only  to 
have  been  recently  inhabited,  but  to  be  a  place 
of  frequent  refort. 

This  houfe,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the 
country,  removed  every  doubt  of  their  fituatlon 
being  then  on  the  eaflern  fide  of  that  pafs,  by 
which  the  Ruffians  maintain  a  communication 
between  their  fettlements  in  thefe  tw^o  extenfive 
inlets.  Mr.  Whidbey,  however,  for  his  further 
fatisfadlion,  was  very  delirous  of  finding  the  road 
or  path  by  which  the  intercourfe  w^as  carried  on  ; 
and  although  he  was  unfuccefsful  in  afcertainlng 
this,  yet  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  par¬ 
ticular  track  was  neceffary,  as  the  valley  has  a 
tolerably  even  furface,  was  nearly  deftitute  ot  any 
vegetable  productions,  and  was  equally  pafTabie 
in  all  directions.  Its  fituatlon  and  character  cor- 
refponded  alfo  with  the  defcriptlon  of  it  given  by 
the  Ruffians,  and  Mr.  ^  Whldbey’s  menfuration 
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agreed  nearly  with  the  dlftance  acrofs  as  Hated 
by  them,  namely,  about  fixteen  verfts.  Coin¬ 
cidences  fo  conclufive  were  confidered  by  him  as 
fufEciently  fatisfadtory,  without  croffing  the  ifth- 
mus  for  more  fully  determining  the  point  in  quef- 
tion,  which  was  now  placed  beyond  all  doubt; 
nor  could  it  be  neceffary  for  attaining  the  prin- 
tipal  objeft  of  our  voyage,  that  a  more  minute 
examination  diould  be  made  of  this  ifthmus,  or 
of  the  fhores  ot  the  intervening  peninfula  between 
Cook’s  inlet  and  Prince  William’s  found. 

This  branch  received  the  name  of  Passage 
Channel;  and  the  party  having  finifhed  their ne^ 
ceffary  obfervations,  dined  by  the  fide  of  the  above 
brook.  Part  of  their  repafi:  confifted  of  two  por¬ 
cupines,  which  were  reprefented  to  refcmble  rab¬ 
bits  in  tafte.  Here  they  alfo  fhot  a  third,  but  its 
effluvia  w'as  fo  intolerably  offenfive  that  no  ufe 
could  be  made  of  it ;  the  largeft  of  the  three 
weighed  about  25lb. ;  fuch  ot  their  quills  as  were 
hard,  and  in  a  perfedl  ftate,  did  not  exceed  fix 
inches  in  length,  although  they  had  others  much 
longer,  but  thefe  were  foft  and  of  no  ftrength. 

In  their  w^ay  up  Paffage  channel,  the  progrefs 
ot  the  party  had  been  much  retarded  by  a  ftrong 
wcfterly  wind,  and  they  had  no  fooner  fat  out 
on  their  return  than  the  wind  fliifted,  and  blew 
equally  ftrong  from  the  eaftward,  which  obliged 
them  to  be  coiitmually  rowing  until  ten  at  night 
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before  they  reached  the  entrance;  here  they  rcfted 
for  the  night  in  a  fmall  bay,  about  half  a  league 
to  the  north  ot  the  north  point  of  entrance  into 
the  channel,  which  I  have  called  PoiNi"  Pigot, 
after  one  of  the  young  gentlemen  who  generally 
attended  Mr.  Whidbev  on  thefe  excurfions ;  it  is 
fituated  in  latitude  0o°  4 7 iV longitude  212^ 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  continental  lliore  was  refumed  ;  it 
forms  the  vveftern  fide  of  the  northern  branch  of 
this  arm  before  alluded  to,  and  which  in  a  direc- 
N.  30  E.  is  about  four  miles  wide.  The  conti¬ 
nental  fide  of  this  branch  is  compofed  of  a  fiu- 
pendous  range  of  fnowy  mountains,  from  whofe 
bafe  low  projedling  land  extends,  jutting  out  into 
points,  and  forming  the  Ihores,  wdiich  were  thin^ 
ly  wooded  with  dw^arf  pines  and  ftuntcd  alders. 
At  one  of  the  points  where  the  party  had  od-‘ 
cafion  to  land,  a  fepulchre  was  difcovered  ;  Mr, 
Whidbey,  in  the  courfe  of  this  excuriion  bad  ob- 
ferved  fimilar  monuments  before,  but  they  were 
all  fo  old,  decayed,  and  mutilated,  that  it  was 
not  an  cafy  matter  to  determine  exactly  for  wEat 
fpecific  purpofe  they  had  been  originally  intend¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  w^as  now  proved  that  their  conjedrures 
had  been  rightly  formed.  This  tomb  being  of 
more  recent  date,  Mr.  Whidbey  had  it  examined  ; 
a  hole  w'as  found  dug  about  a  foot  deep,  five  feet 
long,  and  four  feet  w^ide  ;  at  the  bottom  w'ere 
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fome  thin  planks,  and  acrofs  them,  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  grave,  two  pieces  of  wood  were 
placed  about  a  foot  afunder,  and  about  nine 
inches  thick,  between  which  were  depofited  the 
remains  of  a  dead  body,  rolled  up  In  a  feal  fkin, 
and  carefully  tied  with  thongs  of  the  fame  ma¬ 
terial.  Thefe  remains  conhfted  of  fome  allies 
and  calcined  bones,  which  were  concluded  to  be 
human  ;  and  as  all  the  parts  of  the  grave  fhewed 
evident  figns  of  the  action  of  fire,  it  is  natural  to 
infer,  that  confuming  their  dead  by  fire  is  the 
pradlice  of  the  inhabitants.  The  relidls  thus  de¬ 
pofited  were  covered  over  with  another  plank, 
over  which  were  ftrewed  ftones,  mofs,  and  fome 
old  broken  paddles.  The  diredtion  of  the  grave 
was  nearly  north  and  fouth,  with  a  fmall  pole 
about  eight  feet  long  eredled  at  its  fouth  ehxj. 
The  curiofity  of  the  party  having  been  thus  fa- 
tisfied,  every  thing  was  reftored  to  its  former 
ftate,  and  they  proceeded  towards  another  low 
projefting  point  ftill  on  the  larboard  or  continen¬ 
tal  Ihore,  in  a  diredlion  N.  03  E.  from  this  fpot, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles.  Between 
thefe  points  a  bay  is  formed,  about  a  league  and 
a  half  deep  towards  the  N.  N.  W.,  in  which  were 
feen  feveral  fhoals  and  much  ice  ^  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  this  bay  is  bounded  by  a  continuation  of 
the  above  range  of  lofty  mountains.  On  this  fe- 
cond  low  projedting  point,  which  Mr.  Whidbey 
'  called 
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called  Point  Pakenham,  the  latitude  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  5q4^  its  longitude  212°  29^ 
The  width  of  the  arm  at  this  ftation  was  reduced 


to  two  miles,  in  which  were  feveral  half  con- 


'ccaled  rocks,  and  much  floating  ice,  through 
which  they  purfued  their  examination,  to  a  poiiic 
at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  along  the  weftern 
fhore,  which  frill  continued  to  be  compacl,  ex¬ 
tending  N.  30  E  ;  in  this  diredfion  they  met  fucli 
innumerable  huge  bodies  of  ice,  fome  afloat, 
others  lying  on  the  ground  near  the  fhore  in  ten 
or  twelve  fathoms  water,  as  rendered  their  fur¬ 
ther  progrefs  up  the  branch  rafli,  and  highly  dan¬ 
gerous.  This  was  however,  very  fortunately,  an 
objedl  of  no  moment,  fince  before  their  return 
they  had  obtained  a  diftlncl  view  of  its  termina¬ 
tion  about  two  leagues  further  in  the  fame  direc¬ 
tion,  by  a  firm  and  compadi  body  of  ice  reaching^ 
from  fide  to  fide,  and  greatly  above  the  level  of 
the  fea ;  behind  which  extended  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  range  of  lofty  mountains,  v/hofe 
fummits  feemed  to  be  higher  than  any  that  had 
vet  been  feen  on  the  coaft. 

Whilft  at  dinner  in  this  fituation  they  fre¬ 
quently  heard  a  very  loud  rumbling  noife,  not 
unlike  loud,  but  diftant  thunder  ;  umllar  founds 


had  often  been  heard  vrhen  the  party  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  large  bodies  of  ice,  but  they 
had  not  before  been  able  to  trace  the  caiije.  They 
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now  found  the  noife  to  originate  from  immenfe 

O 

ponderous  fragments  of  ice,  breaking  off  from 
the  higher  parts  of  the  main  body,  and  falling  from 
a  very  confldcrable  height,  which  in  one  inftance 
produced  fo  violent  a  fhock,  that  it  was  fen- 
fibly  felt  by  the  whole  party,  although  the  ground 
on  which  they  were  was  at  leaf!;  two  leagues 
from  the  fpot  where  the  fall  of  ice  had  taken 
place.  Mr.  Whidbey  obferyed,  that  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  few  trees  that  this  defolate  and  dreary 
region  produced,  had  been  much  fhattcred  by 
the  late  ftormy  weather;  fome  were  torn  up  by 
the  roots,  others  bent  to  the  ground,  and  fome 
had  their,  heads  intirely  broken  off.  After  dinner 
they  returned  down  this  branch  along  its  caftern 
fide,  which  like  the  oppofite  Ihore  is  firm  and 
compact,  until  they  reached  a  narrow  opening 
lying  fouth,  four  miles  diftant  from  the  fccond 
low  projecting  point.  This  opening  led  them 
through  a  narrow  pailage,  in  fome  places  a  mile 
in  others  not  ^  quarter  of  a  mile  Vv  ide,  and  in  an 


irre malar  dire 61  ion  about  S.  3Q  E.,  and  about 
three  leagues  long,  to  a  point  on  the  continent 
communicating  with  the  found,  and  making  the 
land  on  the  vveib  fide  of  this  pafiage  an  ifland 
about  ten  miles  lone;,  and  four  miles  broad  ;  its 
fouth  point  being  tlie  north-caff  point  of  en¬ 
trance  into  tlie  arm  leading  to  Pailage  channel. 
Here  they  refted  for  the  night,  and  in  the  morri- 

ing 
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ing  of  the  Qth  continued  their  inquiry  along  the 
Ihores  of  the  continent^,  which  took,  though  ir-* 


regularly,  about  an  E.  N.  E.  direblion,  ten  miles 
to  the  fouth-wTfl;  point  of  an  arm,  which  I  called 


Point  Pellew,  leading  to  the  northward,, 
%vhere  the  obferved  latitude  was  CjO'"  5l\  longi¬ 
tude  212°  5  7h  The  fhores  that  compofc  .i ’s  ex- 
tent  of  coaft  are  formed  by  a  low  border  of  land. 


extending  from  the  bafe  ot  the  mountains,  much 
indented  with  fmall  bays,,  and  at  high  tide  greatly 
iriterfecled  by  w^ater  ;  it  produces  a  few  dwarf 
trees,  and  other  infignificant  vegetable  pro¬ 
ductions  ;  and  like  the  other  parts  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  bordering  upon  the  found,  is  bounded  by 
fmall  iilands,  iflcts,  and  rocks,  extending  into 


the  found  as  far  as  they  w^ere  able  to  difcern,  and 
which  rendered  the  progrefs  of  the  boats  tedious 
and  intricate.  Here  they  were  vifited  by  a  fmali 
party  of  the  native  Indians,  wdio  conduSed  them- 
felves  with  great  fnendlinefs,  and  very  civilly  in¬ 


vited  our  gentlemen  to  their  habitations,  which 
they  pointed  out  to  be  not  far  off';  but  Mr. 
Whldbey’s  objeci;  leading  him  another  way,  they 


mutually  bade  each  other  farew^ell,  and  as  our 
party  proceeded,  this  arm  was  found  to  take  a 
north  dlredlion,  in  general  about  a  league  wide, 
and  to  terminate  at  the  diftance  of  about  four 
leagues,  at  the  foot  of  a  continuation  of  the  range 
lofty  mountains  before  mentioned.  Its  upper 
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parts  were  much  incumbered  with  ice,  as  were 
both  the  eaftern  and  wxftern  fides  with  innu¬ 
merable  rocks,  and  fome  iflets.  In  the  evening 
they  reached  a  point,  which  lies  N.  83  E.,  at  the 
diilance  of  eight  miles  from  tire  above  fouth-W'cft 
point  of  the  arm  they  had  quitted  ;  here  .the  party 
refted  for  the  night.  About  two  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  (the  10th)  their  repofe  was  difturbed  by  four 
Indians,  who  had  ftruck  a  large  halibut,  that  oc- 
cafioned  them  fome  trouble  to  fecure,  very  near 
the  ^lace  of  their  lodging  ;  this  w^as  at  length 
very  dexteroufly  effedled,  and  the  Interruption 
experienced  w^as  amply  compenfated  by  the  fill 
which  they  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  and  which 
afforded  the  party  feveral  good  and  acceptable 
meals. 

At  four  o’clock,  the  ufual  tln.e  of  movinsr, 
Mr.  Whidbey  proceeded  along  the  continental 
fliore,  through  a  paffage  half  a  league  wide, 
formed  by  the  lliores  of  the  main  and  an  ifiand 
lying  along  it,  about  a  league  broad  and  feven 
miles  long,  in  a  dircclion  N.  E.  by  E.  Nearly 
in  the  middle  of  this  pafnige  is  a  bay  about  two 
miles  w'idc,  and  of  the  fame  depth.  This  bay, 
which  has  its  northern  point  fituated  in  latitude 
0o°  longitude  213^  25')  is  the  w^eftern 
tent  of  Sen  Fidalgo’s  refearches  in  this  found, 
and  was  named  by  him  Puerto  Eevilla  Gigedo, 
To  the  caftward  of  thi^  is  another  bay  of  rather 

iarecx 
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lars^er  dimenfions,  with  an  ifland  in  its  north -ealr 
corner.  It  is  a  circumftance  not  unworthy  of 

m/ 

remark  in  thefe  bays,  fo  near  as  they  are  to  each 
other,  the  former  prefentlng  a  fouth-eaft,  the 
latter  a  fouthern  afpedl  ;  and  that  the  weftern- 
moft  fliould  be  nearly  free  from  ice,  whilft  the 
eafternmoft,  with  a  full  foi^th  expofure,  fliould 
be  terminated  by  a  folld  body  of  compadl  ele¬ 
vated  ice,  fimilar  to  that  which  has  been  before 
deferibed,  both  being  equally  bounded  at  no  great 
diftance  by  a  continuation  of  the  high  ridge  of 
fnowy  mountains  ;  as  they  palled  the  eaftern  bay 
they  again  heard  the  thunder-like  noife,  and 
found  that  it  had  been  produced  by  the  falling 
of  the  large  pieces  of  ice  that  appeared  to  have 
been  very  recently  feparated  from  the  mafs  ex¬ 
tending  in  vaft  abundance  acrofs  the  paffage  to¬ 
wards  the  north-eafl:  point  of  the  ifland,  inlb- 
much  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  boats 
could  effect  a  paffage.  By  noon  Mr.  Whidbey 
reached  the  weft  point  (called  by  me  Point 
Freemantle)  of  the  entrance  into  Puerto  de 
Valdes,  fo  named  by  Sen''  Fidalgo,  where  the;' 
latitude  w^as  obferved  to  be  Oo^  5/',  longitude 
2 1 3^^  34^;  from  this  point  the  arm  or  port  abound¬ 
ing  wdth  rocks  took  a  direction  N.  33  E.  for  13 
miles,  where  a  fmall  brook,  fupplied  by  the  dii- 
folving  of  the  ice  and  fnow  on  the  mountains, 

flowed 
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flowed  into  the  arm,  which  about  five  miles  from- 
thence  terminated  in  an  eafterly  diredlion,  in  la-- 
titude  t) longitude  213“.55h  The  head  of 
this  branch  of  the  found  is  under  the  fame  pa¬ 
rallel,.  and  is  expofed  exadily  to  the  fame  fouth- 
erly  afpecS,  as  that  in  which  the  party  had  beheld 
the  great  fall  of  ice  ;  and  although  thefe  confti- 
tute  the  northern  limits  of  the  found,  yet  in  this- 
branch  no  ice  had  been  fcen,fnotwltftanding  it  is 
terminated  by  fliallow  water  at  its  head,  and  is 
furrounded  by  flmilar  fteep .frozen-  mountains. 
The  firft  icy  bay  they  met  wdth  was  open  to  the 
eafi;  and  S,  E.,  nearly  a  degree  ...to  the  fouth  of 
the  head  of  this  branch,  and  the. fecond  in  the 
arm  leading  to  Paffage  channel  w^as  expofed  to 
the  north  ;  but  in  the  bays  on  the  fouthern  fide 
of  that  channel  no  ice  was  feen,  fo  that  it  was  not 
an  cal}"  matter  to  account  for  its  partial  appear¬ 
ance.  '  V  .  -j.  • 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  1 1th  they  return¬ 
ed  along  the  eafiiern  fide  of  Puerto  de  Valdes, 
which  is  from  half  a  league  to  a  league  in  width: 
the  iliores  are  indented  by  fome  fmall  bays,  and 
lined  with  rocky  iflets  and  rocks.  In  this  route 
they  arrived  at  a  point  on  the  continent,  lying 
from  the  weft  point  of  entrance  into  the  port  S, 
85  E.,  dlftant  4i  miles;  where  they  found  an 
opening  about  a  mile  wide  that  ftretclied  S.  33 

E.,  and 
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E.,  and' formed  a  paffage  about  feven'''or  -eight 
miles  long,  between  the  continent  and  ah  ifiand 
lying  N.  IQ  W.  and  S.  IQ  E.  feven  miles  in 
length,  and  about  two  miles  in  breadth.  Thefe 
fiiores,  like  thofe  which  the  party  had  lately  na¬ 
vigated,  abounded  with  rocks  and  rocky  iflets: 
and  on  reaching  the  fouthern  part  of  this  paffage, 
it  evidently  appeared  to  be  the  fame  mentioned 
by  Captain  Cook  on  the  l/thof  May  1778, 
which  the  mafter  of  the  Refolution  had  been 
fent  to  examine,  and  that  Puerto  de  Valdes  was 
the  arm  that  had  occafioned  at  that  time  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  between  Lieutenant  Gore  and 
Mr.  Roberts. 

The  fouth  point  of  this,  wTich  is  BligLs 
ifiand,  being  the  Ration  from  whence  Mr.  John- 
ftone  had  commenced  his  furvey,  completed  the 
examination  of  the  whole  of  Prince  William’s 
found,  as  it  refpedled  the  boundary  of  the  conti¬ 
nent  ;  but  the  numerous  iflands,  illets,  rocks,  and 
llioals,  which  are'  contained  wdthin  this  fpace, 
being  confidered  as  fecondary  objedls,  did  not 
fall  w  ithin  the  limits  of  our  fervlce  for  accurately 
afcertalnlng  or  delineating  ;  yet  thefe  have  been 
noticed  w'ith  every  degree  of  circumfpedlion,  that 
circumflances,  and  the  nature  of  our  rcfearches 
w^ould  allow,  without  fwerving  from  our  prin¬ 
cipal  objed:,  viz.  the  furvey  of  tliejlwre  of  the  con¬ 
tinent. 
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fment.  For  this  reafon  I  fliall  here  conclude  the 
report  of  Mr.  Whidbey’s  excurfion,  notwithftand- 
ing  that  he  examined  port  Fidalgo ;  but  as  no 
new  matter  occured  to  him,  it  is  umieceiTdry  to 
recapitulate  the  former  obfervations ;  and  as  we 
had  no  further  bufinefs  to- detain  us  any  longer 
in  this  fituatloo,  we  prepared  to  take  our  depar¬ 
ture,  having  during  our  ftay  made  the  following 
aftronomical  and  nautical  obfervations. 

By  the  rate  of  the  chronometers  as  afcertained 
at  the  head  of  Cook’s  inlet,  the  longitude  of  port 
Chalmers  was  fliewn  to  be,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
by  Kendall’s  chronometer,  213°  30^ 

Bjw^rnold’s  No.  14,  213  22  50 

Ditto  I7O,  213  21  20 

On  the  Qtb  of  June,  Kendall’s  chronometer* 
flopped,  but  on  applying  a  gentle  horizontal  mo¬ 
tion,  it  was  again  put  into  action. 

From  the  20th  of  May  to  the  10th  of  June, 
No.-  14,  and  N.  1/0,  w^ere  found  to  be  going 
nearly  at  the  fame  rate  as  afcertained  in  Cook’s 
inlet ;  hence  the  longitudinal  diftance  between, 
Cook’s  inlet,  and  port  Chalmers,  may  be  con- 
lidered  as  pretty  correctly  afcertained ;  but  as  an 
alteration  was  obfervxd  to  have  taken  place  in 
their  rate  of  going  after  that  time,  the  feveral 
rates  of  the  chronometers  wxre  afcertained  by 
repeated  good  obfervations^  made  from  the  10th 

to 
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to  the  ]  6th  of  June,  both  days  inclufive  ;  and 
as  the  true  longitude  of  port  Chalmers  was  found 
by  fubfequent  obfervations  to  be  2  i  3^  22''',  No.  1 4 
was  on  the  l6th  of  June,  found  to  be  faft  of 

mean  time  at  Greenwich,  4''  13'' 4/'^  0'^^ 

« 

And  to  be  gaming  on  mean  time 

per  day,  at  the  rate  of,  23 

No.  1  76  v\"as  fail  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich,  9  20  46 

And  to  be  gaining  on  mean  time 

per  day,  at  the  rate  of,  51  40 

Kendall’s  was  faft  of  mean  time 
at  Greenwich,  '  8  4141 

And  gaining  on  mean  time  per 


day,  at  the  rate  of,  26  50 

,  The  latitude  of  port  Chalmers 
was  found  to  be  bo'^  1 

The  variation  by  four  compaf- 
fes,  and  thirty  fets  of  obfervations; 
differing  from  26^  50^  to  30^  9'; 
fhewed  the  mean  rcfult,  to  be  28  3o  eafterly. 
The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
Marked  end,  North  Face  Eaft  77°  30^ 

Ditto  ditto  Weft,  77  50 

Ditto  South  Face  Eaft,  76 

Ditto  ditto  Weft,  77 

The  mean  inclination  of  the  marine 

dipping  nedle,  8i 

VoL.  V.  Y  At 


y 
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At  port  Chalmers  a  conhderable  difference 
had  been  obferved  between  the  night  and  day 
tides  ;  the  former  during  the  fprings  rofe  thirteen 
feet,  four  inches-;  whereas  the  latter  did  not  rife 
more  than  twelve  feet  one  inch  ;  and  it  was  alfo 
found  to  be  high  water  about  an  hour  after  the 
moon  had  paffed  the  meridian. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

^ult  Prhice  WilUa?}!  s  Sound — Geographical  and 
other  Obfervations  rejpedfing  the  adjacent  Coun¬ 
try  and  its  Inhabitants — Proceed  in  the  Exa?ni- 
nation  of  the  exterior  Coafi — Pafs  Port  Mulgrave 
— Intelligence  received  of  the  Survey  having 
been  completed  to  that  Station  by  the  Chatham — 
-Arrive  in  Crofs  Sound— joined  by  the  Chatham 
there, 

I  HAD  fully  intended  laying  the  Difeovery  on 
fliore  in  this  harbour,  for  the  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
amining,  and  if  neceffary,  of  repairing  her  bot¬ 
tom  ;  but  the  rife  and'  fall  of  the  tide  was  too  in- 
confiderable  for  that  purpofe,  without  very  ma¬ 
terially  lightening  the  fiiip ;  an  operation  that 
^vould  have  taken  up  more  time  than  could  con¬ 
veniently  be  fpared ;  and,  without  much  labour 
in  clearing  a  place  in  the  woods,  a  fituation  could 
not  be  procured  fit  for  the  reception  of  fuch  ar¬ 
ticles,  as  it  would  have  been  neceffary  to  have 
landed :  in  addition  to  thefe  circumftanccs,  the 
intemperate  weather  on  our  firft  arrival  greatly 
militated  againft  fuch  operations;  and  this  being 
fucceeded  by  the  neap  tides,  induced  me  wholly 
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to  give  up  the  dcfign,  which  I  now  began  to  con- 
fidcr  more  as  a  matter  of  curioCty  than  as  an 
objcdl  of  real  ncceffity. 

On  Monday  the  iCth  the  wind  blowing  a  mo¬ 
derate  breeze  right  into  the  harbour  from  the 
S.W.  attempts  were  made  to  v;arp  out  againft  i'l 
to  the  entrance,  where  this  wind  would  have  been 
favorable  to  our  purfuit ;  but  our  ropes  for  this 
fervice  w^ere  too  much  worn  to  fuftain  the  w^elght 
of  the  friip,  and  they  broke  on  our  firft  trial. 
The  S.  W.  wind  continuing,  detained  us  until 
tliree  in  the  morning  ot  Tuefday  the  1  7th,  when, 
on  a  calm  fucceeding,  the  fnip  was  towed  to  the 
entrance  of  the  port ;  where  about  feven  o’clock 
we  wxre  met  by  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  S.  W. ' 
to  which  we  fpread  ail  our  canvas,  and  diredled 
our  courfe  for  mid-channel,  betwxen  Green  and 
Montagu  lilands ;  but  in  our  route  a  funkenrock 
foon  Hopped  our  progrefs  by  the  fliip  ftriking 
upon  it,  and  having  at  that  time  a  falling  tide, 
llic  remained  faft  W  e  had  come  very  fuddenly 
and  unexpedledly  into  this  unpleafant  fituatlon, 
as  the  man  at  the  lead  liad  fcarcely  announced 
his  laft  foundings,  which  wxre  at  ten  fathoms, 
w;hcn  the  thip  ftruck  ;  I  had  alfo  founded  miyfelf, 
and  i^ad  found  not  Icfs  than  Horn  nine  to  ten  fa¬ 
thoms,  in  every  dlrcdlion  round  this  rock,  but 
had  unluckily  milled  the  fpot  on  w’hich  the  fliip 
now  lodged,  which  had  neither  wxeds  nor  any 

other 
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Other  indication  of  its  exiftence  ;  nor  docs  it  oc¬ 
cupy  a  greater  extent  than  a  fix  or  eight  oared 
-boat  in  any  diredt'ion.  The  fhip  refted  nearly  on 
its  higheft  part,  and  at  low  water,  the  depth 
clofe  to  her  bow  was  only  twelve  feet ;  wliilft  we 
had  five  fathoms  under  the  main  chains,  and  fe- 
ven  fathoms  depth  of  water  under  her  ftern. 
The  water  quitting  the  fhip’s  bows  afforded  us 
'an  opportunity  of  replacing  much  of  the  copper 
that  had  been  torn  off  by  the  ice.  About  eleven 
o’clock  the  return  of  the  flood  tide  relieved  us 
from  this  embarraffment,  without  our  havina:, 
apparently,  received  any  damage. 

The  w  ind  being  faint  and  baffling  from  the 
weftern  quarter,  with  a  flight  current  fettlng  on 
the  fliores  ot  Montagu  ifiand,  prevented  our 
failing  ;  but  we  employed  the  afternoon  in  w^arp- 
ing  further  into  mid-channel,  clear  of  this  line 
of  funken  rocks.  Here  we  anchored  in  tw^enty- 
one  fathoms  w^ater,  muddy  bottom  ;  about  a  mile 
and  three  quarters  from  the  fiiores  of  Montagu 
ifland.  The  fouth  point  of  port  Chalmers  bore 
bp  compafs  S.  80.  E.  ;  the  north  weft  point  of 
Montagu  ifland,  N.  1  ]  W. ;  and  the  north  point 
of  Green  ifland  N.  pG  W.  In  this  fituation  a  few 
cod  and  halibut  were  taken  during  the  night,  and 
on  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  18th  calm 
rainy  weather  orevented  our  moving  until  late  in 

J  I  o 

the  forenoon;  when  wnth  a  light  breeze  from 

Y  3  the 
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the  E.  N.  E.  we  proceeded,  and  having  paffed  to 
the  northward  of  the  north  PalTage  rock,  no  ^ 
foundings  were  gained  with  the  hand  line  ;  but 
about  half  a  league  from  the  north -well:  point  of 
Montagu  illand  the  depth  was  fixty-five  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom  :  from  this  point  a  ledge  of  rocks 
extends  about  half  a  mile.  As  we  failed  along 
the  north -caft  fide  of  the  ifland,  it  feemed  to  be 
divided  into  bays  or  founds ;  two  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  capacious,  but  from  each  of  their 
points  of  entrance,  rocks  were  feen  to  extend  a 
confiderable  diftance;  fome  of  Vv^hich  were  level 
Vvdth,  and  others  juft  fhewcd  their  heads  above 
the  furface  of  the  fea.  In  thefc  openings  fimilar 
obftrudlions  were  noticed ;  and  as  this  fide  of 
Montagu  ifland  is  greatly  expofed  to  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  prevailing  winds,  great  caution  ought 
to  be  obferved  in  navigating  near  its  fhores,  until 
a  more  minute  examination  may  point  out  the 
fituation  of  the  latent  dangers,  of  which  v/e  were 
unable  to  procure  any  further  information,  than 
that  of  barely  feeing  that  fach  did  exift ;  for  as 
the  wind  veered  to  the  fouthw^ard,  it  led  us  from 

»  /  j  • 

thefc  rocky  fliorcs,  whilft  it  enabled  us  to  fetch 
well  over  tow^ards  cape  Hinchlnbrook:  in  this 
route  were  obferved  many  riplings  and  agitations 
of  the  fea,  as  if  it  were  flowing  over  fhallow 
places ;  but  wc  gained  no  bottom  with  the  hand* 
line  in  palling  through  leveral  of  them. 
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As  the  night  approached,  the  wind  became 
light  and  variable,  with  alternate  calms,  thefe 
together  with  the  flood  tide,  about  three  In  the 
morning  of  Thurfday  the  19th,  fat  the  fliip  di¬ 
rectly  towards  the  north  point  of  entrance  into 
port  Etches ;  where,  with  100  fathom^  of  line 
no  bottom  could  be  reached  within  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  of  the  fliore,  on  wEich  the  fea  broke 
with  confidcrable  violence.  Fortunately  howe¬ 
ver,  whilft  in  this  very  unpleafant  predicament 
from  whioh  we  poflefl'cd  no  refources  of  extrica¬ 
tion,  a  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  E.  juft  fuf- 
ficient  to  enable  us  to  ftem  the  current,  and  re¬ 
lieved  us  from  all  apprehenfions  of  danger.  This 
breeze  w^as  foon  fucceeded  by  calms  and  light 
foutherly  airs,  wdiich  tow^ards  noon,  with  the 
alSftance  of  the  flood  tide,  drove  us  into  the  en¬ 
trance  of  port  Etches,  without  our  being  able  to 
rcfift  their  Influence  ;  and  as  1  knew  the  flood 
would  continue  until  near  five  o’clock  ;  we  bore 
away  for  anchorage,  but  gained  no  bottom  until 
we  had  pafied  the  rocky  iflets  that  He  on  the 
north-wxft  fide  within  the  entrance,  and  were 
nearly  abreaft  of  the  lagoon  within  wdiich  the 
Ruffians  have  their  eftablifliment.  W e  anchored 
in  3  1  fathoms  water,  the  kagoon  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  N.  20  W.  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  ;  the 
head  of  the  harbour  N.  2Q  E.,  and  the  points  of 
entrance  S.  3  W.  and  S.  25  W. 

Y  4 
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After  dinner  I  went  on  Ihore,  accompanied  by 
fomc  of  the  officers,  and  was  received  by  Mr.  Co- 
'  lomenee  and  Mr.  Baliulian,  with  all  the  friendli- 
■  nefs  and  hofpitality  which  the  poverty  of  their 
iituation  permitted  them  to  exhibit.  Here  wc 
‘  were  introduced  to  another  gentleman  named 
Smyloff,  who  prefided  over  the  maritime  part  of 
this  mercantile  company,  and  who  had  under  his 
directions  the  galliot  mentioned  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone  as  forming  the  tide  of  the  inclofure,  in 
which  their  habitations  are  built  clofe  to  the 


landing  place  at  the  Ruffian  faClory ;  with  two 
others  of  fimilar  burthen. 

This  gentleman  having  heard  of  our  arrival  in 
Cook’s  inlet,  he  had  gone  thither  for  the  purpofc 
of  paying  us  a  vifit,  but  had  been  difappointed 
of  his  object  by  our  departure  from  thence,  and 
he  had  been  returned  only  a  few  days.  His  route 
had  been  over  the  ifthmus,  and  he  deferibed  Paf- 
fage  channel  to  be  the  very  place  we  had  fuppofed 
it  to  be.  He  Rated,  that  the  Chatham  had  failed 
out  of  the  found  on  the  I  2th  of  the  month  with 
a  favorable  breeze,  and  that  fmee  her  departure 
a  brig  had  paffed  up  the  found  fteering  towards 
Snug-corner  cove.  We  fpent  a  ffiort  time  in 
viewing  thefe  premifes,  which  afforded  little 
worthy  of  attention  befides  wmat  has  already  been 
deferibed.  On  our  return,  we  w'ere  accomna- 
nied  on  board  by  Mr.  Ballufian  and  Mr.  Smylolx  ; 

the 
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the  former  after  fupper  returned  to  the  lliore, 
but  Mr.  SmylofF  remained  with  us  until  vve  were 
clear  of  the  port;  which  from  light  and  variable 
winds  we  did  not  elfe<5l  until  near  noon  on  Fri¬ 
day  the  20th  ;  when  an  excellent  obfervalion  was 
procured,  which  fliewed  the  latitude  by  three 
obfervers  to  be  0o°  18^*  Cape  Hinchlnbrook  at 
this  time  bore  by  compafs  S.  30  E.,  dlftant  two 
miles.  This  promontory,  according  to  the  re- 
fult  of  our  calculations,  is  fituated  in  latitude  Oo'’ 
lOF,  lons'itude  213*^50^. 

Mr.  Piutet  having  received  inftrudtions  to  ex- 

O  c' 

amine  the  coaft  minutely  from  hence  to  port 
Mulgrave,  my  attention  w^as  only  diredlcd  to 
fixing  the  line  of  the  intermediate  external  head¬ 
lands,  until  any  navigable  branches  of  the  fea 
fliould  be  found  between  tliofe  limits.  For  this 
purpofe  we  embraced  the  advantage  of  the  favor¬ 
able  weftern  breeze  then  prevailing,  and  fteered 
towards  the  foiith  point  ot  Kaye’s  ifland.  Our 
time  being  thus  unlntercftiiigly  employed,  I  fliall 
fill  the  vacant  page  by  making  a  few  remarks 
on  fuch  circurnftances  as  had  recently  occurred, 
but  had  not  found  a  place  in  the  narrative  of  our 
tranfactions. 


I  cannot  avoid  making;  fomc  obfervatlons  on 
the  dilference  in  the  delineation  of  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam’s  found,  as  rcprcfcntcd  in  Captain  Cook’s 
lail  voyage,  and  the  rcfult  of  our  late  examina¬ 


tion, 
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tion,  particularly  with  refpe^t  to  Montagu  ifland, 
which  is  therein  dcfcribed  to  be  feven  miles  longer 

o  , 

and  to  be  placed  ten  miles  more  to  the  foiith- 
ward,  than  we  found  to  be  its  fituation  and  ex¬ 


tent. 

The  w'cft  point  of  Snug-corner  cove  is  alfo 
placed  five  miles  to  the  foutb  of  the  obfervatlons 
of  Mr.  Whic^ey  and  Mr.  Johnftone,  which 
agreed  very  accurately  together.  In  a  diredlion 
S.  3o  W.>  diftant  feven  miles  from  cape  Hin- 
ehinbrook,  and  nearly  at  the  fame  diftance  from 
the  iliorcs  ot  Montagu  ifland,  is  a  barren,  flat, 
rocky  ifiet,  with  feveral  rocks  lying  at  a  fmall 
di'ftance  from  it.  Of  this  iflet  no  notice  is  taken 
either  in  the  chart  or  hiftory  oi  that  voyage,  not- 
withftandiiic:  it  was  then  fecn,  and  its  fituation 
afeertained  to  be  nearly  as  we  now  found  it,  by 
thofe  who  were  at  that  time  on  board  the  Dif- 


covery.  The  obfervations  alfo  that  were  made 
by  them  for  afeertaining  the  latitude  of  the  weft 


point  of  Snug-corner  cove  and  Montagu  ifland, 
correfponded  very  nearly  with  our  prefent  calcu¬ 
lations.  Bcfidcs  thefe,  I  have  in  other  inftances 
detected  fame  errors  which  are  evidently  of  the 
prefs  ;  but  it  is  a  circumftance  not  eafily  to  be 
reconciled  wdeh  fuch  high  geographical  autho¬ 
rity,  that  the  above-mentioned  errors  fliould  have 
taken  place  in  the  conftruction  of  the  chart  ;  and 
notwilhitandin^  that  I  eiitcrtaiii  the  hip:hcft  re- 
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{pc&.  and  veneration  for  the  Right  Reverend  and 
learned  editor  of  thofc  volumes,  yet  lam  oi  opi¬ 
nion,  that  had  Captain  Cook  furvived  to  have  fu- 
perintended  the  publleatiori  of  his  own  labours, 
thefe  errors  would  have  been  redlified  ;  and  I  am 
led  to  believe,  that  they  mufl:  have  arifen  from 
fomc  writing;,  or  autli^entic  document,  relative 
to  this  particular  part  of  his  refearches,  having 
been  loft  or  miflaid.  This  opinion  is  founded  on 
the  great  deficiency  of  nautical  information  in 
the  hiftory  of  that  voyage,  refpedting  the  fpacc 
between  the  fouth  point  of  Kaye’s  ifland  and  cape 
Elizabeth  ;  which,-  by  paffing  through  Prince 
William’s  found,  may  be  faid  to  comprehend  a 
line  of  fea  coaft  upwards  of  QO  leagues  in  extent, 
and  which  employed  Captain  Cook  ten  days  to 
traverfe,  namely,  from  the  11th  to  the  2lft  of 
May,  177s  ;  a  week  of  which  was  fpent  in  paf¬ 
fing  through  this  inlet,  almoft  from  its  moft  nor¬ 
thern  to  its  moft  fouthern  extremity ;  in  which 
time,  fufficient  opportunities  occurred  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  neceffary  obfervations  for  the  latitude,  for 
the  longitude  by  the  chronometer,  and  for  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  ;  yet  none  of  thefe  (ex¬ 
cepting  the  ftuation  of  the  Ihip  on  the  12th  at 
noon,)  n®r  the  pofition  of  any  one  point  or  fta- 
tion  on  the  coaft,  nor  the  iflands  within  thofc 
limits,  arc  any  where  noticed  ;  nor  is  there  any 
thing  relative  to  the  tides,  excepting  that  of  the 

flood 
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flood  comlnsf  from  the  fouthv/ard,  to  be  met 

CO 

’vvith  ;  nor  any  topographical  defer! ption  of  the 
coaft,  nor  of  the  rocks  and  iilands  that  lie  oft 
from  it,  fouth- weft  ward  from  Montagu  iiland  to 
cape  Elizabeth,  notwitliftandlng  tiiat  coaft  was 
paffed  at  no  great  diftance,  and  was  found  to 
take  a  direction  very  contrary  to  what  was  at 
that  time  cxpedled.  In  addition  to  this  circum- 
ftance,  the  nearly  central  fituation  of  this  capa¬ 
cious  inlet  in  the  fpace  in  queftion,  and  its  broken 
and  infular  appearance,  rendered  fuch  an  extent 
of  coaft  the  more  likely  to  have  been  noticed  in  a 
particular  manner,  and  would  argue  an  inatten¬ 


tion  to  nautierd  occurrences,  which  I  believe  is 
no  where  to  be  met  with  in  the  vrorks  of  that 
juftly  renowned  and  moft  celebrated  navigator ; 
and  which  probably  w'ill  only  be  difcovered  by 
thofc  whofe  fituations  may  render  it  expedient  for 
them  to  refort  for  Information  to  the  refult  of 
his  unequalled  labours. 

The  minute  examination  wc  w^ere  em.powercd 
to  make  of  Prince  William’s  found,  not  only 
broiip;ht  us  acouainted  w'ith  its  utmoft  limits  in 


every  dlrchtion,  but  proved  it  to  be  a  branch  of 
the  ocean  that  requires  the  greateft  circumfpcc- 
tion  to  navigate  ;  and  although  it  diverges  into 
many  extenftve  arms,  yet  none  of  them  can  be 
conhdered  as  commodious  harbours,  on  account 
cf  the  rocks  and  Ihoals  that  obftrudt  the  approach 

to 
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to  them,  or  of  the  very  great  depth  of  water  at  I 

or  about  their  entrances.  Of  the  former,  innu¬ 
merable  have  been  difcovcred,  and  there  is  great  ‘ 

rcaion  to  foppoie  that  many  others  may  have  | 

exiftcncc,  of  which  we  2:aincd  no  knowicdce. 

e..  J 

By  what  may  be  collected  from  our  inquiries^  iS 

Snug -corner  cove,  and  the  pafiage  to  it  from  the  I 

ocean,  focm  to  be  the  leaft  liable  to  thele  of^ec-  | 

tions  of  all  places  of  flicker  which  the  found  afo  I 

fords.  The  place  of  our  anchorage  in  port  dial-  y 

mers,  can  only  be  confidcred  as  a  Imall  cove  in  a  |i 

ruaaed  rockv  coaft  ;  fo  verv  difficult  of  accefs  or 
ecfrefs,  that  our  utmoft  iffiilance  in  founding  was  ' 

O  ^  O  O 

unequal  to  warn  us  of  the  rock  on  which  the  li 

fhip  grounded,  and  which  is  fltuated  N.  72  W*  j 

from  the  north  point  of  the  harbour,  diftant  one  I 

mile  ;  and  N.  0  E.  from  the  woody  iflet,  at  about  I 

11 

the  fame  diftaiice,  havine;  between  it  and  the  11 

iket  the  fouth  pafiage  rock,  with  two  flioals ;  on 

founding,  (whilll:  the  lliip  was  aground)  towards  | 

the  north  pallage  rock,  another  fiioal  w^as  difoo- 

vered  in  that  dircclioii  about  half  a  mile  off,  I 

fhoaling  fuddcnly  from  about  twelve  to  four 

thorns,  at  about  two  thirds  flood.  At  the  mo-  | 

ment  the  fhip  fcruck,  I  thought  flic  had  been  on  I 

the  bed  of  kelp  laid  down  ih  Mr.  Portlockks  i 

fketcb,  which  I  had  fearched  for  in  vain  ;  but  | 

on  comparing  the  fituations,  I  found  that  that 

where  we  had  been  ftopped  in  oun*  progrefs  ap-  I 

1  if 
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peared  to  be  confidcrably  to  the  fouth-wcft ; 
hence  it  is  very  probable  that  there  may  be  more 
of  thefe  latent  dangers  cxifting  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood,  whofc  fituation  require  the  moft  attentive 
vigilance  to  difeover  and  avoid ;  of  thefe  it  had 
been  our  lot  to  fall  in  v\  ith  four  in  the  fpace  of 
as  many  miles,  which  had  remained  unnoticed 
not  only  by  former  vifitors,  but  by  our  com.pa- 
iiion  alfo  ;  and  fince  accident  alone  brought  them 
to  our  knowledge,  the  prefumption  is  greatly 
in  favor  of  the  above  opinion,  and  renders  the 
navigating  this  fouthern  pafTage  into  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam’s  found,  infinitely  more  intricate  and  un- 
pleafant  than  had  before  been  imagined.  For 
the  particulars  of  fuch  information  as  we  were 
able  to  collcdl,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  an¬ 
nexed  flietch,  where  it  will  alfo  be  found,  that 
what  is  called  Stockdale’s  harbour  is  only  a  bay 
full  of  rocks,  and  of  courfe  was  not  worthy  of 
any  particular  examination. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  port  Chalmers,  the 
country  as  high  up  the  fidcs  oi  the  mountains  as 
vegetation  extended,  was  in  moft  places  free  from 
fnow  before  we  quitted  that  anchorage,  and  af¬ 
forded  us  an  opportunity  of  forming  fome  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  nature  oi  the  foil;  w'hich,  from  the 
diverfity  of  furface  in  plains,  and  fpaces  clear  of 
trees,  prefented  a  pleafing  verdant  appearance  to 
the  eye ;  but  on  a  more  attentive  exanaination  it 

proved 
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proved  to  be  in  moll:  places  a  perfect  morals,  com- 
poled  of  a  very  poor  black  moorifli  earth,  formed 
apparently  of  decayed  vegetables,  not  fulFiciently 
decompoibd  to  produce  any  tlilng  but  a  variety 
of  coarle  molles,  a  fliort  fpiry  grafs,  a  few  cran¬ 
berry,  and  fome  other  plants  of  a  dwarfifli  ftunted 
growth  ;  fome  of  thefe  moraffes  compole  the  fidcs 
of  the  hills,  and  although  thefe  had  confiderable 
inclination,  yet  they  had  the  property  of  retain¬ 
ing  the  water  to  a  very  deceitful  and  unpleafant 
degree;  exhibiting  an  apparently  dry,  verdant 
furface,  which  when  w^alked  upon  funk  to  nearlj 
half  leg  deep  in  water.  The  foil  from  whence 
the  forefts  have  fprung  is'  of  fimilar  materials, 
and  not  reduced  to  a  more  perfed;  mould ;  but 
this  generally  covers  a  rocky  foundation,  from 
wTence  pine  trees  feem  to  derive  great  nourlili- 
ment,  as  very  large  ones  had  frequently  been 
found  growing  from  out  of  the  naked  rock, 
Thofe  about  this  harbour  did  not  grow  with  the 
fame  luxuriance  as  at  the  place  Irom  whence  our 
fore-yard  had  been  procured,  about  five  leagues 
to  the  fouth-weft,  but  compofed  rather  a  dwarfifii 
forell ;  which,  although  producing  many  of  the 
common  berry  bufhes,  cannot  be  confldered  as 
much  Interrupted  with  underw^ood.  The  fhores 
are  in  general  low,  and  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  very  fwampy  in  many  places,  on  whicli 
the  fca  appears  to  be  making  more  rapid  in- 

croachmentg 


A  VOYAGE  OP  DlSCOVETvY 


336 


[jUNEj 


croach merits  than  I  ever  before  faw  or  heard  of. 
Many  trees  had  been  cut  down  fi nee  thefe  regions 
had  been  firft  vihted  by  Europeans ;  this  was  evi¬ 
dent  by  the  vifible  effects  of  the  axe  and  faw; 
which  we  concluded  had  been  produced  whilft 
Meffrs.  PortL->ck  and  Dixon  were  hexe^  feven 
years  before  our  arrival;  as  the  ftumps  of  the 
trees  were  Itill  remaining  on  the  earth  where 
they  had  originally  grown,  but  were  now  many 
feet  belovv^  the  high  water  mark,  even  of  neap 
tides.  A  narrow  low  projecting  point  of  land 

behind  which  we  rode,  had  not  long  fincc  afford- 

> 

ed  fupport  to  fome  of  the  largeft  pine  trees  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  it  was  now  overflowed 
by  every  tide  ;  and  excepting  two  of  the  trees, 
which  ftdl  put  forth  a  few  leaves,  the  whole 
were  reduced  to  naked,  dead  vcliite  flumps,  by 
the  incroachment  of  the  fea  water  to  their  roots; 
and  fome  flumps  of  trees,  with  their  roots  flill 
fall  in  the  ground,  were  alfo  found  in  no  very 
advanced  Hate  of  decay  nearly  as  lov/  dow-n  as 
the  low  water  of  fpring  tides. 

The  only  fifli  we  obtained  in  this  port  w'as  a 
few  indifferent  crabs  from  the  fliores.  About  the 
outflvirts  of  the  woods  we  procured  a  little  wild 
celery,  and  the  fpruce  beer  that  was  here  brewed 
far  exceeded  in  excellence  any  we  had  before 
made  upon  the  coafl.  Oar  fportfmen  procured 
a  few  geefe,  ducks,  goofanders,  and  other  aquatic 

birds*. 
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birds,  which  proved  very  acceptable  ;  to  thefe 
were  added  an  old  black  bear,  but  although  we 
were  living  on  falted  provifions,  its  flelli  did  not 
feem  to  be  much  relifhed. 

Our  fituation  did  not  permit  us  to  become 
much  acquainted  with  the  native  inhabitants  of 
the  country  ;  for  excepting  thofe  who  had  vifitcd 
us  near  the  fouth  point  of  Montagu  Ifland,  none 
of  them  approached  the  flaip  ;  nor  did  Mr.  Whid- 
bey,  although  he  coafted  near  four  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  of  the  fliores  of  the  peninfula  and 
continent,  meet  with  more  than  thirteen  of  the 
Indians  ;  he  did  not  fee  any  of  their  habitations, 
nor  any  of  thofe'  deferted  villages  that  we  had 
been  accuftomed  to  find  in  every  other  part  of 
the  coaft.  From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  the 
population  of  this  large  found  is  very  inconfider- 
able  when  compared  with  its  extent ;  for  If  v/e 
admit,  that  all  thofe  feen  by  both  the  furveylng 
parties,  and  the  four  that  vifited  the  fhip,  were 
all  difterent  perfons,  the  total  number  of  people 
amounted  only  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-one 
of  all  deferiptions,  exclufive  of  the  few  we  faw 
amongfl  the  Ruffians  at  port  Etches,  who  moft 
probably  belonged  to  the  village  that  Mr.  John- 
ftone  had  vifited.  This  number  appears  to  be  . 
infinitely  ffiort  of  the  computation  made  by  Mr. 
Meares  and  other  vifitors ;  and  hence  it  might 
poffibly  be  inferred,  that  fince  the  period  of  their 
VoL.  V.  Z  vifits 
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vifits  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  had  greatly 
diminiflied,  and  that  the  caufe  of  this  depopula¬ 
tion  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Ruffian  progrefs ; 
an  inferenc'e  which  would  derive  fome  fupport 
from  the  circumftance  of  our  having  found  feve- 
ral  old  graves,  but  only  one  that  appeared  to  have 
been  recently  conilrudted.  This  idea^  however, 
may  be  eafily  combated,  as  I  am  w^ell  perfuaded 
that  the  prefent  Rate  of  population  in  thefe  re¬ 
gions  differs  but  little  from  what  had  been  found 
to  be  the  cafe  on  their  being  firfi:  difeovered  by 
Captain  Cook,  who  ipent  eight  days  in  and  paf- 
fmg  through  this  found  ;  during  wRich  time  the 
number  of  inhabitants  wRo  vifited  the  veiTels 
under  his  command,  did  not  exceed  one  hundred 
different  perfons  of  all  ages,  and  of  both  fexes. 
Since  thofe  were  probably  the  frft  European  vef- 
fcls  that  had  ever  entered  the  found,  as  none  of 
the  natives  were  afraid  to  approach  the  veiTels,  it’ 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  objedls  fo  fingular  and 
unaccountable  w'ould  attract:  the  attention  of 
every  individual,  who  could  find  either  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  gratify  his  curlofity,  or  to  traffic  for 
thofe 'Commodities  which  were  efteemed  amona-ft 

c:i 

them  as  articles  of  valuable  acquifition,  little 
doubt  can  exlfi:  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  that  time  made  their  appearance. 
Our  not  havin,a;  fecn  any  deferted  habitations 
llrongly  fupports  this  opinion,  and  the  circum- 

liance 
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fiance  of  the  antiquity  of  all  the  graves  met  with 
on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  inlet  may  have  been 
occafioned  by  the  natives  of  late  years  having 
been  more  confined  to  the  eaftern  parts  of  the 
found,  for  the  convenience  of  tranfaftins;  their 
commercial  buiinefs  with  their  European  vifitors, 
who  have  uniformly  made  thofe  parts  their  ren¬ 
dezvous.  I  would  not  however  wifh  to  be  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  that  the  Ruffian  eflabliffiments 
in  this  country  had  not  cofl  fome  blood,  becaufe 
I  have  been  informed  by  themfelves,  that  both 
Ruffians  and  Indians  have  fallen  in  effedling  their 
purpofe,  though  neither  in  any  confidcrable  num¬ 
bers  ;  but  my  reafon  for  alluding  to  this  fubjefl 
is,  to  point  out  that  the  population  of  this  coun¬ 
try  appears  to  have  been  greatly  over-rated  by 
thofe  gentlemen  w^ho  have  vifited  it  fince  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook’s  time  ;  fmce,  according  to  their  efti- 
mation,  it  would  now^  appear  to  be  reduced  to 
one  half  its  former  number  of  Inhabitants. 

Mr.  Meares  obferves,  that  thefe  people  have 
no  towns,  villages,  or  fixed  places  of  abode ;  in 
this  refpedl  he  was  certainly  not  wxll  informed,  1 
and  may  poffibly  have  lain  under  the  fame  dif- 
advantage  with  regard  to  the  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful  nations  which  he  confiders  as  being;  in  their 


neighbourhood.  The  general  appearance  of  the 
adjacent  countries  gave  us  every  reafon  to  believe 
that  thefe  regions  were  very  thinly  inhabited. 
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It  was  remarked,  that  during  the  furveying  ex- 
curfions  not  a  Tingle  Tea  otter,  and  but  very  few 
whales  or  Teals  had  been  Teen  ;  and  that  the  wild 
fowl  vrerc  not  met  with  in  that  plenty  during 
Mr.  Whidbey’s,  as  in  Mr,  Johnftone’s,  expedi¬ 
tion. 

This  being  the  amount  of  wha^had  princi¬ 
pally  occurred  refpedting  the  natural  ftate  of 
prince  William’s  found,  I  have  to  regret  very 
much  our  want  of  knowdedrre  of  the  Ruffian  Ian- 
guage,  becaufe  the  refults  of  all  ourdnquiries  con¬ 
cerning  the  objcfl  of  that  power,  in  extending 
its  immenfe  empire  to  thefe  diftant  and  inhofpi- 
table  fhores,  became  from  that  caufe  in  a  irreat 
meafure  nugatory,  vague,  or  contradidlory.  We 
however  clearly  underifood,  that  the  Rufiian  go¬ 
vernment  had  little  to  do  with  thefe  fettlements; 
that  they  were  folely  under  the  dircdlion  and 
lupport  of  independent  mercantile  companies  ; 
and  that  port  Etches,  which  had  been  eftabliffied 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  fummer,  was  then 
their  molt  eaftern  fcttlement  on  the  American 
coalT: ;  but  I  was  not  able  to  learn  the  number  of 
different  ftations  they  had,  though  I  underfcood 
Irom  Mr.  Srnyloff,  that  the  total  of  Ruffians  em¬ 
ployed  between  this  port  and  Oonalaffika,  both 
inclufive,  were  about  lour  hundred.  This  num¬ 
ber,  it  ffioald  feem,  is  amply  fufficient  for  the 
accorrplifament  of  the  purpofc  they  have  in  view"; 


]79'^^1  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  341 

as  not  the  leafi;  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  or  to  any  other  object  but 
that  of  colleding  furs,  w  hich  is  principally  done 
by  the  Indians,  whofe  fervices  they  have  com- 
pletely  fecured,  and  whofe  implicit  confidence 
they  have  intirely  gained  ;  particularly  thofc  of 
Cook’s  inlet,  and  the  iflands  of  and  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  the  Kodiak  ;  the  adjacent  continent  they 
reprefent  as  a  fteril  and  uninhabited  country. 
Although  we  could  not  gratify  our  curiofity  to 
the  extent  I  could  have  wified  refpedling  the 
fituation  of  the  Ruffians,  yet  I  could  not  avoid 
feeling  a  degree  of  fatisfadlion  in  obferving  the 
comfortable  manner  in  wdiich  they  feem  to  live 
amongft  thefe  untutored  children  of  nature ; 
having  gained  them  over  to  be  obedient  to  their 
wdfhes,  they  appear  to  maintain  their  influence 
not  by  fear,  as  their  conquerors,  but  by  having 
found  the  way  to  their  hearts,  and  by  fecuring 
an  afledlionate  regard.  This  w^as  manifefted  in 
all  their  tranfaftions,  though  more  efpecially  in 
their  intercourfe  with  the  people  of  Cook’s  inlet 
and  the  Kodiak ;  many  of  wTom,  the  women  as 
well  as  the  men,  are  retained  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Ruffians,  who  fpcak  of  their  attachment  and 
fidelity  in  the  higheft  terms  of  praife  and  appro¬ 
bation,  and  indifcrimlnatcly  employ  them  w  ith 
their  ow'n  parties  on  bufinefs  of  the  moft  confi- 
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clentlal  importance.  The  natives  of  Prince  Wll- 
'llam’s  found,  however,  do  not  appear  to  fhare  the 
good  opinion  of  the  Ruffians  in  an  equal  degree ; 
but  whether  this  may  arife  from  a  difference  in 
their  dlfpofitions,  or  w  hether  it  be  owing  to  the 
Ruffians  having  come  more  recently  amongft 
them,  and  that  a  fufficlent  intercourfe  had  not 
yet  induced  them  to  fubmit  to  a  docile  and  con¬ 
fidential  fubordination,  we  could  not  corredtly 
determine.  Although,  from  the  converfation  of 
the  Ruffians,  the  former  would  appear  to  be  the 
cafe,  yet  the  Ruffians  feemed  to  repofe  the  great- 
eft  confidence  in  the  party  Mr.  Johnftone  met 
with  at  the  large  Indian  village,  and  to  refign 
themfelves  completely  to  their  power.  This 
meafure  might  probably  be  indifpenfably  requi- 
fite  for  carrying  into  effedl  their  commercial 
purfuits,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  highly  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  Ruffian  adventurers,  who,  it  is 
reafonable  to  expeft,  may  be  enabled  to  difpofe 
of  the  furs  thus  coliedted  at  a  much  better  market 
in  the  northern  parts  of  China ;  and  this  after 
liaving  procured  them  at  a  much  more  reafon¬ 
able  rate  than  either  the  European  or  American 
traders  could  poffibly  have  done ;  firft  becaufe 
they  are  competitors,  and  fecondly  becauff  they 
have  only  one  place  in  the  moft  fouthern  parts 
pi  China  to  refort  to  as  a  market:  where  the 

Canton 
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Canton  merchants  purchafe  the  furs  nearly  at 
their  own  price,  and  moft  probably  infinitely 
under  their  real  value. 

It  is  very  poffible  that  no  other  people  will 
hereatter  be  fo  well  able  to  carry  on  this  valuable 
traffic  as  the  Ruffiians,  who,  being  natives  of  a 
frigid  region  and  naturally  a  hardy  race,  and  lit¬ 
tle  acquainted  with  the  luxuries  of  their  more 
fouthern  neighbours,  have  in  thefe  refpedls  greatly 
the  advantage  over  ail  other  civilized  nations. 
Without  deviating  much  from  the  habits  and 
praftlces  continued  from  their  earlieft  infancy, 
the  Ruffians  can  readily  adopt  many  of  the  In¬ 
dian  cuftoms,  by  which  means  the  manners  of 
the  two  people  become  much  affimilated.  This 
is  greatly  furthered  by  their  partaking  of  the 
fame  fort  of  food,  and  wearing  the  fame  fort  of 
clothing.  Their  external  appearance  differs  little 
from  the  natives ;  and  with  refped:  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  occupations  of  the  Indians,  fucli  as  hunting 
and  fiflimg,  the  Ruffian,  VvRo  has  no  better  means 
of  paffing  away  his  time,  for  w^e  fcarcely  faw  a 
brook  of  any  defeription  amongft  them,,  is  moft 
likely  able,  from  his  fuperlor  knowledge,,  to  afford 
them  in  thefe  purfults  fome  inftruClion  that  may 
tend  to  render  thole  exercifes  more  intereftlng 
and  advantageous.  Thefe,  together  with  fome 
ufeful  utenfils,  and  a  few  articles  of  ornament  or 
luxury  now^  and  then  given  to  the  Indians^  ftcure 

Z  4  to 


341  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jUl^E, 

to  the  Ruffian  at  leafl  the  charadler  of  a  defirable 
companion ;  and  who  from  his  fuperlor  weapons 
and  knowledge  in  the  art  of  war,  wffien  once  a 
good  underftanding  fhall  be  thoroughly  eftabliih- 
cd  amongft  them,  will  bef  enabled  to  protect 
them  againft  any  neighbouring  foe ;  and  the  re- 
W'ard  he  will  demand  for  fuch  important  fervlces 
will  be  no  more  than  the  fkins  (of  little  or  no 
value  to  the  natives)  of  thofe  animals,  which 
they  have  moft  probably  been  accuftomed  to  take 
rather  for  the  fake  of  their  flefh  than  for  any 
other  purpofe.  The  habits  and  general  condudl 
of  the  Ruffians  are  not  very  likely  to  be  adopted 
by  any  other  maritime  nation,  there  being  few 
I  believe  who  could  retire  to  thefe  frigid  regions, 
and  completely  fubmit  to  a  life  fo  very  foreign  to 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  civilized  world. 
The  intereft  that  the  Indians  feem  to  take  in  the 
fuccefs  and  welfare  of  the  Ruffians,  originates  in 
principles  of  attachment  and  regard  which  do 
not  appear  likely  to  be  eafily  removed  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  ftrangers  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Ruffian 
commercial  intereft,  and  which  from  the  pradtice 
of  the  prefent  day  may  probably  be  ftrengthened 
in  the  fucceeding  generations ;  for  although  the 
Rufiians  did  not  appear  to  us  either  ftudious  or 
learned,  yet  it  was  underftood,  that  in  all  their 
cftablifliments  the  children  of  the  natives  are 
taken  at  an  early  age  to  apartments  provided  on 
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piirpofe,  where  they  are  maintained  and  educated 
in  the  Ruffian  language,  and  no  doubt  inftrufted 
in  fuch  principles  as  are  moll:  likely  hereafter  to 
be  advantageouiiy  dlredled  to  the  interefts  of  that 
nation. 

Thele  circumftances,  with  a  few  others  that 
will  appear  under  the  head  of  general  obferva- 
tlons,  arc  the  refult  of  the  information  procured 
during  our  intercourfc  with  the  native  or  foreign 
inhabitants  of  thefe  regions ;  but  as  our  htuation 
and  means  of  communication,  allowed  of  but 

r . 

few  opportunities  for  acquiring  fatlsfaftory  in¬ 
telligence,  the  whole  I  truft  will  be  received  with 
indulgence,  as  an  humble  endeavour  to  tranfmit 
all  the  light  I  received  on  a  fubjedl,  which  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view  may  be  interefting  to 
perfons  concerned  in  fimilar  occupations. 

The  favorable  breeze  with  which  we  had  failed 
out  of  Prince  William’s  found,  on  Friday  the 
20th,  did  us  but  little  fervice,  as  it  w-as  fbon  fuc? 

f  - 

ceeded  by  a  calm,  which  in  a  few  hours  w^as  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  S.  W.  wind,  w'ith  rainy  unpleafant 
w^eather.  In  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  21  ft 
w^e  were  within  about  four  leagues  of  Kaye’s 
iflajnd ;  the  w  ind  then  veered  round  and  fixed  in 
the  eaftern  quarter,  attended  with  fome  variety 
both  as  to  its  force  and  direftion,  againft  which 
w^e  plied  to  fo  little  purpofe,  that  although  every 
advantage  that  offered  was  embraced  in  the 
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morning  of  Thurfday  the  2f)th,  yet  the  fouth 
point  of  Kaye’s  ifiand,  wdiich  after  Sir  Andrew 
Snape  Hamond,  I  have  diitlnguiOaed  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Hamoi^d^  bore  by  compafs  N. 

E.,  ten  leagues  diitant.  After  about  five  hours 
calm,  a  light  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  weft- 
ward,  attended  by  fair  pleafant  weather  ;  the  va¬ 
riation  of  the  furveying  compafs  was  at  this  time 
obferved  to  be  29”  23“"  eaftwardly  ;  to  this  favor¬ 
able  gale  we  fpread  all  our  canvafs,  and  diredted 
our  courfe  towards  cape  Suckling.  At  noon  the 
obferved  latitude  vras  59'  3  3^  longitude  215° 
20^;  in  this  fituatlon  the  high  land  of  cape  Suck¬ 
ling  bore  by  compafs  iN.  23  E.  and  cape  Hamond> 
N.  1  3  E.  This  cape,  according  to  feveral  ob- 
iervations  made  whilft  beating  oft'  it,  and  all 
amieins:  extremely  well,  is  fituated  in  latitude 
59”  48 longitude  215”  5  lb  In  Captain  .Cook’s 
laft  voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  350,  this  very  confpi- 
cuous  cape  is  ftated  to  be  in  lona;ltude  2l0”  58b 
but  ill  the  chart  it  is  placed  in  215”  3b  from 
Captain  Cook’s  iituation  on  the  preceding  day  in 
lomritude  2  15  '  5f/,  he  defenbes  Kaye’s  ifiand  to 
be  five  or  fix  leas'ues  to  the  weftward,  hence  the 
latter,  or  longitude  215”  3b  is  to  be  taken  as  the 
longitude  then  affimied  to  it;  and  this  made  our 
obfervations  for  the  longitude  vary  lefs  from 
Captain  Cook’s,  than  on  the  coaft  further  to  the 
weftward.  ■ 
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The  difference  in  longitude  between  Captain 
Cook’s  calculations  and  ours,  appeared  to  decreafe 
as  we  advanced  to  the  eaftward  ;  for  at  cape  Eli¬ 
zabeth  it  was  1°  Sb  at  cape  Hinchinbrook  it  was 
54\  but  at  cape  Elaniond  it  was  only  48^  In  the 
evening  we  paffed  cape  Suckling,  which  was 
found  to  be  fituatcd  in  latitude  0o°  C,  longitude 
2iG®  19';  and  as  it  was  my  intention  to  recom¬ 
mence  our  furyey  of  the  coaft  from  that  point,  we 
proceeded  along  it  within  about  two  leagues  of  the 
Ihore  ;  wdiich  fliot  out  in  fmall  projedling  points, 
wdth  alternate  low  cliffy,  or  white  fandy  beaches, 
belns:  the  termination  of  a  border  of  low  wood- 
land  country,  extending  fomc  diftance  within, 
until  it  joins  the  foot  of  a  clofe  connedied  chain 
of  lofty  frozen  mountains,  which  is  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  range  that  had  been  conftantly 
obferved  to  extend  from  the  head  of  Cook’s  inlet, 
along  the  northern  boundary  of  Prince  William’s 
found.  From  thefc  low  projedling  points,  fome 
ihoals  ftretch  into  the  ocean  ;  one  of  thefe  we 
■  palled  about  two  in  the  morning  of  Friday  the 
27  th,  at  the  diftance 'of  about  four  mules,  without 
gaining  foundings,  with  35  fathoms  of  line;  it 
extends  in  a  foutherly  direction,  two  miles  froni 
a  low  point  of  land  that  forms  the  wxft  point  of 
a  bay  apparently  very  flioal,  and  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  white  miuddy  water,  that  flowed  from  it 
into  the  fea,  we  concluded  it  to  be  the  outlet  of 

the 
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the  floods  formed  on  the  low  land^  by  the  dif- 
folving  ice  and  fnow  on  the  fides  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains  ;  which  at  this  feafon  of  the. 
year  muft  be  copious^r  as  our  thermometers  were 
generally  between  50  and  6-5,  and  the  elevated 
parts  of  the  coaft  were  ftill  covered  wdth  fnovv^ 
low  down  as  where  the  pine  trees  began  to 
grow.  From  the  weft  point  of  this  bay,  in  lati¬ 
tude  sF,  longitude  the  fhore,  to¬ 

wards  cape  Suckhng,  makes  a  fmali  bend  to  the 
north-  weft w^ard,,  but  the  general  diredfiem  of  the 
coaft  is  nearly  eaft  and  weft,,  and  appeared  to  us 
to:  he.  firm'  and  compacf. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  the  wefierly  wind  died 
away,  and  the  weather  remained  calm,  or  nearly 
fa,  until  noon,  during;  which  time  W'e  drifted  a 
few  miles  to  the  eaftward,  and  flioaled  our  water 
from  fio  to  42  fathoms,  w'ithout  appearing  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  fhore ;  our  obfervations  fliew  ed  the 
latitude  to  be  5Q°  5  7\  longitude  217^^  46"';  at  this 
lime  wefternmoft  land  m  fight  bore  by  compafs 
'  S.  (k>  W.;  a  fmali  opening  in  the  beach,  which, 

from  the  muddy  water  flowing  from  it,  was  evi- 
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dently  the  entrance  into  a  lagoon  or  flaallow  ri¬ 
vulet,  N.  bO  Vvft  diftant  nine  miles;  the  neareft 
llrarc,  which  is  an  abrupt  cliff  at  the  extremity 
of  a  range  of  hills  that  ftretch  as  it  w^cre  perpen¬ 
dicularly  to  t-hc  bafe  of  the  mountains,  intercept¬ 
ing  the  low  border,  and  terminating  at  the  fea- 
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fide  N.  9  W.,  diftant  five  or  fix  nfiles  ;  and  tibc 
eartcriiraofl:  land  in  fight,  which  is  i-ow,  and  ap¬ 
parently  a  projedling  point,  N,  54  E. 

Our  fair  and  plcafant  weather  ceafed  with  the 
weiterly  wind  ;  this  w'as  fdccocdcd  in  the  after¬ 
noon  by  a  heavy  and  gloomy  atmolpherc,  parti¬ 
cularly  over. the  land,  which,  excepting  on  the 
border  and  lower  hills,  was  enveloped  in  a  drtary 
obfeurity ;  the  wind  was  light  in  the  fouthcra 
board,  and  enabled  us  to  make  fome  little  pro- 
urefs  alonu  the  coafi:,  and  though  we  incrcafed 
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our  di fiance  from  it,  yet  the  depth  of  water  dc- 
creafed  to  35  fathoms ;  the  night  was  rnoftly^ 
calm,  or  attended  with  light  variable  winds.,  and 
the  depth  of  water  from  35  to  49  fathoms.  By 
noon  the  next  day,  Saturday  the  2Sth,  the  wind 
blew  a  frefli  gale  from  the  N.  E.,  accompanied 
with  fqualls  and  paffing  fliowers  of  rain,.  The  ( 
obferved  latitude  5  fi,  the  longitude  2  3  8"  3 
the  depth  of  w^ater  was  about  30  fathoms ;  in 
this  fiituatioii  the  land,  though  but  indiftinhllj 
ieen,  bore  by  compafs  as  iollows ;  the  w'efierii- 
mofi  part  W.  by  N.;  the  above  low*  pr-ojeciing 
point,  being  the  neareft  fnore,  N.  25  W.,  eight 
miles  diftant ;  a  high  .abrupt  clifij  point  forming 
the  weft  point  of  a  bay,  bounded  by  a  folid  body 
of  ice  or  frozen  fnow.  In  .  21  E.  From  the  cafi” 
ern  fide  of  this  icy  bay,  the  coafi,  formed  of  low, 
or  rather  moderately-elevated  land,  extended  to 
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N.  04.;  beyond  which,  high  diftant  fnow^y  moun-^ 
talpxS  were  fccn  N.  0/  E. 


Ahraiiift  thefe  adverfe  winds,  which  almoft 
conftantly  attended  us,  wx  were  obliged  to  ply  : 
but  as  at  times  they  varied  their  direilion  a  little, 
we  gained  fome  fmall  advantage,  fo  that  by  ten 
o’clock  on  Sunday  forenoon  we  tacked  in  23  fa¬ 
thoms,  within  a  league  of  the  eaft  point  of  the 
above  icy  bay,  which  I  named  Point  Riou.  It 
is  low,  well  w^ooded,  with  a  fmall  iflet  detached 
at  a  little  dlftance  to  the  wTibward  of  it.  Eaft- 
ward  from  the  ftcep  cliffs  that  terminate  this  bay, 
and  from  whence  the  ice  defeends  into  the  fea, 
the  coaft  is  again  compofed  of  a  fpaclous  margin 
of  low  land,  rifmg  with  a  gradual  and  uniform 
afeent  to  the  foot  of  the  ftill  connected  chain  of 
lofty  mountains,  whofe  fummits  are  but  the  bafe 
from  w^hence  mount  St.  Elias  tow^ers,  majefti- 
cally  confpicuous  in  regions  of  perpetual  froft. 
The  obferved  latitude  at  noon  w’as  5Q^  45',  lon- 
eltude  210^  oh  in  this  fituation  the  w^efternmoft 
land  in  fight  by  cornpafs  bore  N.  85  W.;  point 
Riou,  N.  23  W.;  diftant  Q  miles,  from  whence 
lowland  extended  to  N.  55  E.  The  wind  ftill 


continued  in  the  eafeern  board,  but  was  no  longer 
favorable  to  our  progrefs ;  for  in  turning  to  wind¬ 
ward  from  this  llation  we  loit  irround  until  the 

O 

morning  of  Tuefday,  July  the  lit,  when  a  light 


breeze,  attended  by 


Ercnc  pleafaiit  vreather, 

r 

fprang 


f 
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fprang  up  from  the  vvc  fi:  ward,  with  which  our  courfe 
was  diredlcd  for  the  low  land  to  the  eadward 
of  point  Riou.  At  noon,  the  obfervcd  latitude 
was  5Q^3Qhlo^'^git^tle  219°  15^,  and  the  variation 
of  the  compafsw^as  in  the  mornins;  30^  20"'  caftcrlv. 

.1  O 

The  mod  wedern  land  in  fiaht  at  this  time  bore 

c.-- 

by  compafs  wed;  point  llioii,  N.  54  W.  ;  the 
neared  fiiore,  N.  21  W.,  didant  feven  miles. 
This  IS  a  low  projedmg  point  of  land,  ftnated 
according  to  our  obfervations  in  latitude  5{f'^  4  7h 
and  longitude  219'^  17^;  a  point  which  I  named 
Point  IManey,  and  w'hich  I  took  to  be  the 


V  1C 


point  of  what  in  Mr.  Dixon’s  chart  is  called  Ad- 
miralty  bay,  bore  N.  39  E.,  drdant  ieven leagues; 
beyond  which,  high  didant  fnowy  mountains 
were  feen  drctching  to  N.  80  E.  As  we  ad¬ 
vanced  along  the  coad  from  point  Riou  the  coun¬ 
try  became  lefs  wmody,  and  beyond  the  low"  pro- 
jecling  point  it  feemed  only  to  produce  a  bro  wiiifli 
vegetation,  which  further  to  the  eadvvard  intircly 
difappeared,  and  prefented  a  naked  barren  coun¬ 
try,  compofed  apparently  of  loofe  uiicoiinecled 
doncs  of  different  maenltudcs. 

The  weather  was  fine,  and  the  wdnd  being  fa- 
vorable  w^e  made  a  pleafiint  progrefis  along  the 
coad,  wdfiich  continued  to  be  a  low  compact 
border  of  plain  .land  ;  this,  tovrards  point  Manby, 
gradually  put  on  a  more  verdant  and  fertile  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  to  the  eaftward  of  that  point  the 


coinury 
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country  was  again  well  wooded.  In  the  evening 
we  paffcd  point  Manby,  and  faw  to  the  E.  N.  E. 
the  iflands  that  form  port  Mulgrave,  for  which 
w^e  fleered  in  quefi:  of  the  Chatham,  but  made 
little  progrefs,  as  the  favorable  breeze  again  de- 
ferted  us,  and  was  fucceedcd  by  a  calm.  At  ten 
at  night  wx  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  in  the  di¬ 
re  dlion  of  port  Mulgrave,  wdiich  w^as  imrhedi- 
ately  anfwcrcd,  concluding  it  to  be  fired  from 
our  confort ;  this  conjedlure  proved  to  be  corredt, 
as  by  four  in  the  morning  of  Wcdnefday  the  2d 
we  were  vifited  by  Mr.  Manby,  the  mafter  of  the 
Chatham,  in  one  of  the  Kodiak  Indian  canoes, 
attended  by  two  others.  The  Indians  had  re¬ 
ported  that  a  fliip  vcas  near  the  coaft,  and  our 
having  anfwered  their  gun*  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing,  left  little  doubt  on  board  the  Chatham  of 
our  being  arrived  ;  and  under  a  fuppofition  that 
it  might  be  my  intention  to  enter  port  Mulgrave, 
Mr.  Manby  had  come  off  for  the  purpofe  of  con¬ 
ducing  us  thither.  By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Puget 
I  became  informed  that  the  Chatham  had  reached 
port  Mulgrave  on  the  2Qth  of  June,  having  com¬ 
pleted  the  examination  of  the  continental  fliore 
from  cape  Hinchmbrook  to  that  ftation,  where 
he  had  found  George  PortofF  (the  Ruffian  men¬ 
tioned  in  Cook’s  inlet,)  with  nine  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  and  nine  hundred  Kodiak  and  Cook’s 
inlet  Indians,  under  his  dircCions,  having  ex¬ 
tended 
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tended  their  excarfioiis  In  their  fmall  ftin  canoes 
thus  far^  in  queft  of  fea  otter  and  other  Ikins. 

The  pleafantnefs  of  the  weather  was  much  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  decline  of  the  wxfterly  wind  ; 
and  we  had  now  faint  variable  breezes  between 
north  and  S.  E.,  attended  with  drizzling  rain  and 
thick  mifty  weather,  that  almoft  obfcured  the 
land  from  our  view.  Whllft  we  were  in  this 
fituation,  the  canoes  that  had’  come  with  Mr. 
Manby  contrived  to  get  unobferved  at  a  dlftance 
from  the  fhip  ;  and  when  called  back,  inftead  of 

returning  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the  fhore. 

_  « 

This  unpleafant  weather,  with  alternate  calms, 
continued  until  two  in  the  afternoon,  when  a 
gentle  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W. ;  but  as 
by  this  time  we  had  drifted  too  far  to  the  eaft- 
w^ard  of  cape  Phipps  to  fetch  into  port  Mulgrave, 
and  as  I  had  no  inducement  from  Mr.  Puget’s 
communication  to  give  up  the  advantage  of  the 
then  favorable  breeze  for  proceeding  along  the 
coaft,  we  hauled  as  near  to  cape  Phipps  as  the 
wind  would  allow,  and  after  firing  fome  guns 
to  announce  our  fituation  to  the  Chatham,  we 
bore  away  along  the  coaft,  w^hich  from  port  Mul¬ 
grave  is  compofed  of  a  low  border,  well  wooded, 
extending  from  the  bafe  of  the  mountains  into 
the  fea.  The  feafon  of  the  year  not  requiring 
that  we  ftiould  lie  to,  to  w^ait  the  return  of  the 
day  for  carrying  our  furvey  into  execution,  w^e 
VoL,  V.  A  a  continued 
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continued  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  expectation  of 
the  Chatham  overtaking  us ;  but  this  was  not  the 
cafe,  nor  was  our  favorable  gale  of  long  duration. 
On  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  3d  the  wind 
was  again  variable  in  the  eaftern  quarter,  againft 
which,  as  ufual,  wc  plied,  but  to  little  purpofe. 
At  ten  in  the  forenoon  a  ftrange  fail  was  deferied 
to  the  eaftward,  and  at  noon  the  obferved  lati¬ 
tude  was  5Q^  & ,  longitude  221°  ]  o'.  In  this 
fituation  the  coafk  was  feen  extending  by  compals 
from  N.  W.  to  S.  82  E,  ;  its  neareft  part  N.  E., 
about  three  leagues  diilant ;  the  fhores  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  covered  with  wood,  were  low,  and 
appeared  to  be  much  inundated,  and  the  waters 
found  their  w'ay  to  the  fea  in  fli allow  rivulets, 
through  two  or  three  breaks  in  the  beach. 

-The  ftrange  fail  came  up,  and  joined  us  in  the 
afternoon.  She  proved  to  be  the  Jack  all,  com¬ 
manded  by  Mr.  Brown.  This  veffel  had  vifited 
thefe  parts  of  the  coaft  the  two  preceding  fum- 
mers,  as  a  tender  belonging  to  the  Butterworth, 
then  under  the  command  ot  this  gentleman,  but 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  feafon  in  1/93,  die  had 
been  difpatched  towards  England,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  fidi  for  whales  and  feals  in  paffing  through 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  at  Staten  Land,  wdiere  Mr. 
Brown  had  formed  a  temporary  eftablidiment. 
With  this  veffel,  and  the  Prince  le  Boo  his  other 
tender,  Mr.  Brown  had  gone  to  Canton,  from 

whence 
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whence  he  had  departed  on  the 24th  of  February; 
and  after  having  a  very  tedious  paffage,  he  had 
reached  this  coafi:  on  the  30th  of  the  preceding 
month,  with  the  intention  of  proceeding  to  Crofs 
found ;  but  not  having  been  able  to  procure  an 
obfervation  for  feveral  days,  he  was  fleering  to  the 
north-wefl  for  that  place;  this  miflahe  was  now 
correfted,  and  as  there  was  not  much  profped:  of 
our  flopping  before  we  fliould  reach  Crofs  found, 
Mr.  Brown  offered  to  accompany  us  thither. 
From  him  we  received  the  latefl  accounts  of  the 
flate  of  Europe  that  had  appeared  in  China  before 
his  failing.  Thefe  contained  not  only  the  melan¬ 
choly  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Louis  XVL  and 
of  the  anarchy  which  exifled  in  France,  but  like-' 
wife  her  declaration  of  war  againfl  England,  and 
of  the  attempts  which  the  difcontented  were 
making  in  Great  Britain,  by  the  promulgation 
of  French  dodlrines,  to  fubvert  our  ineflimable 
conflitution.  The  operation  of  fuch  unwelcome 
and  unexpe6led  tidings,  breaking  as  it  were  from 
a  cloud  upon  the  minds  of  perfons  fo  little  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them,  will  be  infinitely  eafier  for 
the  reader  to  conceive  than  for  me  to  defcribe,  and 
I  fhall  therefore  only  fay,  that  they  became  the 
fubjecSs  of  our  mofl  ferious  and  painful  refle<5lion. 

Both  wind  and  weather  was  very  unpleafant ; 
the  former  fettled  on  Friday  the  '4th  in  a  fouth- 
eafterly  gale,  attended  by  a  heavy  fwell,  with 

Aa  2  .  fqualls* 
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fqualls,  and  dark  rainy  weather,  which  reduced 
us  to  clofc' reefed  topfails.  We  feparated  from 
the  Jachall,  and  attempted  to  beat  to  windward, 
but  loft  ground  until  the  6th  ;  when,  after  fome 
hours  calm,  we  were  favored  in  the  morning 
with  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  N.  W.,  and  a  re¬ 
turn  of  pleafant  wxather.  We  had  now  an  ex- 
tenf  ve  view  of  the  fea  coaft,  ft  retching  by  com- 
pafs  S.  7'/  W.  to  N.  86  E.,  within  which  limits 
mount  St.  Elias  and  mount  Fair  weather  rofe 
magnificently  confpicuous,  from  the  ftill-conti- 
nucd  range  of  lofty  fnowy  mountains.  This  fa¬ 
vorable  gale  foon  enabled  us  to  recover  the 
ground  we  had  loft,  and  by  noon  we  reached  the 
latitude  of  59°  3^  longitude  221°  4l‘ ,  and  the 
variation  in  the  afternoon  was  31°  26'  eaftwardly. 
In  this  fituation  mount  St.  Elias,  being  the  wef- 
tcrnmolt  land  in  fight,  bore  by  compafs  N.  73  W. ; 
mount  Fairweather  vras  at  this  time  obfcured  by 
clouds  ;  the  neareft  fnore,  which  was  near  a  nar¬ 
row  fliallow  opening  into  a  lagoon,  E.  N.  E.  dif- 
tant  feven  miles  ;  and  the  eafternmoft  land  in 
ii^ht  S.  85  E.  The  part  of  the  coaft  off  which  we 

C5  I 

had  been  thus  cruifmg  fince  the  preceding  Thurf- 
day  appeared  from  its  latitude,  and  relative  fitua¬ 
tion  with  thefe  two  very  confpicuous  moun- 
,  tains,  to  be  that  part  where  Captain  Cook  fup- 
pofed  that  Bcering  had  anchored,  and  to  which 
he  gave  the  name  of  Beering,  fuppofing  it  to  be 

a  bay, 


I 
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a  bay,  with  an  Ifland  covered  with  wood  lying 
off*  its  fouthern  point.  But  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  no  fuch  bay  or  ifland  exlfts,  and  Captain 
Coook  rnufl:  have  been  led  into  the  miftake  by 
the  great  diftance  at  which  he  faw  this  coaft  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  he  was  prevented  noticing 
the  extenfive  border  of  low  land  that  ftretchof 
from  the  foot  of  the  vaft  range  of  lofty  moun¬ 
tains,  and  forms  the  fea  fhore.  The  irregularity 
of  the  bafe  of  thefe  mountains,  which  retire  in 
fome  places  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  the  part  now^  alluded  to,  would,  on  a 
more  remote  view  than  we  had  taken,  lead  the 
moft  cautious  obfervcr  to  confider  the  appear¬ 
ances  in  the  coaft,  as  indicating  deep  bays,  or 
openings  likely  to  afford  tolerable,  and  even  good 
flieiter ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  information 
we  had  previoufly  received  from  Mr.  Brown,  who 
had  been  clofe  in  with  thefe  ftiorcs,  we  fliould 
have  ftill  fuppofed,  until  thus  far  advanced,  that 
"wc  had  Beering’s  bay  in  view,  with  the  ifland 
lying  near  its  fbuth-eaftern  point.  This  decep¬ 
tion  is  occafioned  bv  a  ramification  of  the  moun- 
tains  ftretching  towards  the  ocean,  and  termi¬ 
nating  in  a  perpendicular  cliff,  as  it  at  the  fea 
fide  ;  having  a  more  elevated  part  of  the  low  bor¬ 
der,  covered  with  wood,  lying  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  it ;  the  former,  at  a  diftance  appears  to  form 
the  eaft  point  of  an  extenfive  bay,  and  the  latter, 

A  a  3  an 
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an  Ifland  ly  ing  off  from  it  ;  but  both  thefe  are  at 
the  diftance  of  feme  miles  from  the  fea  fliore, 
which  from  port  Mulgrave  to  this  ftation  takes 
a  general  diredlion  about  S’  05  E.  and  is  chiefly 
compofed  of  a  very  low  tradl  of  land,  terminat¬ 
ing  in  fandy  beaches  ;  over  which,  from  the  mafl: 
%ead,  were  feen  confiderable  pools,  or  lagoons  of 
water,  communicating  with  the  ocean  by  fhal- 
low  breaks  in  the  beach  ;  acrofs  all  of  which,  the 
fea  broke  with  much  violence.  Where  this  low 
country  was  not  interfedled  by  the  inland  waters, 
it  was  tolerably  well  wooded  ;  but  as  we  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  eaftw^ard,  this  border  became  lefs 
extenfive,  was  more  elevated,  and  much  lefs  co¬ 
vered  with  wood,  and  for  a  few  miles  totally 
deftitute  of  either  wood  or  verdure  ;  and  like  that 
part  before  noticed  between  point  Riou  and  point 
Manby,  was  compofed  of  naked  rugged  frag¬ 
ments  of  rocks  of  various  magnitudes,  lying  as  it 
were  in  the  front  of  mount  Fairweather,  like 
thofe  on  the  fhore  before  mount  St.  Elias. 

The  bafe  of  this  lofty  range  of  mountains  now 
gradually  approached  the  fea  fide  ;  and  to  the 
fouthward  of  cape  Fairweather,  it  may  be  faid  to 
be  waflied  by  the  ocean ;  the  interruption  in  the 
fumrnit  of  thefe  very  elevated  mountains  men¬ 
tioned  by  Captain  Cook,  was  likewife  ccnfpicu- 
oufly  evident  to  us  as  we  failed  along  the  coaft 
this  day,  and  looked  like  a 'plain  compofed  of  a 

folid 
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folid  mafs  of  ice  or  frozen  fnow,  inclining  gra¬ 
dually  towards  the  low  border  ;  which,  from  the 
fmoothnefs,  uniformity,  and  clean  appearance  of 
its  furface,  conveyed  the  idea  of  extenfive  waters 
having  once  exifted  beyond  the  then  limits  of  our 
view,  which  had  paffed  over  this  depreffed  part 
of  the  mountains,  until  their  progrefs  had  been 
flopped  by  the  feverity  of  the  climate,  and  that 
by  the  accumulation  of  fucceedlng  fnow,  freezing 
on  this  body  of  ice,  a  barrier  had  become  formed, 
that  had  prevented  fuch  waters  from  flowing  into 
the  fea.  This  is  not  the  only  place  where  we 
had  noticed  the  like  appearances ;  fince  paffing 
the  icy  bay  mentioned  on  the  28th  of  June,  other 
valleys  had  been  feen  ftrongly  refembling  this, 
but  none  were  fo  extenfive,  nor  was  the  furface 
of  any  of  them  fo  clean,  moft  of  them  appearing 
to  be  very  dirty.  I  do  not  however  mean  to  af- 
fert,  that  thefe  inclined  planes  of  ice  mufl  have 
been  formed  by  the  paffing  of  inland  waters  thus 
into  the  ocean,  as  the  elevation  of  them,  which 
muft  be  many  hundred  yards  above  the  level  of 
the  fea,  and  their  having  been  doomed  for  ages 
to  perpetual  froft,  operate  much  againfl;  this  rea- 
foning  ;  but  one  is  naturally  led,  on  contemplat¬ 
ing  any  phainomcnon  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature,  to  form  fome  conjecture,  and  to  ha¬ 
zard  fome  opinion  as  to  its  origin,  which  on  the 
prefent  occafion  is  rather  offered  for  the  purpofe 
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of  defcrlbing  its  appearance,  than  accounting  for 
the  caufe  of  its  exiftence.  About  fix  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  we  paffed  within  about  half  a  league  of  eape 
Fairweather,  fituated  according  to  our  obferva- 
tions  in  latitude  58°  5oF,  longitude  222°  20'. 
This  cape  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  very  confpi- 
cuous  promontory ;  it  is  moft  diftinguifhable 
when  feen  from  the  fouthward,  as  the  land  to 
the  weft  of  it  retires  a  few  miles  back  to  the 
north,  and  there  forms  a  bend  in  the  coaft,  which 
is  the  moft  confpicuous  point  we  noticed,  eaft- 
ward  from  cape  Phipps.  It  is  terminated  by  a 
low  bluff  cliff,  on  a  fandy  beach ;  near  whieh 
are  a  few  detaehed  rocks.  At  eight  in  the  even¬ 
ing  mount  St.  Elias  bore  by  coropafs  N.  73j  W. 
and  mount  Fairweather  N.  10  E. ;  the  length  of 
time  wc  had  been  in  fight  of  thefe  very  remark¬ 
able  lofty  mountains  afforded  us  many  obferva- 
tlons  for  afeertaining  their  fituation  ;  whence  the 
formeu  appeared  to  be  in  latitude  Oo^  22  lon¬ 
gitude  21Q^  2ft,  and  25  miles  from  the  neareft 
fea  fliore,  which  is  that  of  Icy  bay  ;  the  latter  in 
latitude  58^  57^  longitude  222®  47^  and  nine 
miles  from  the  fea  fliore. 

The  favorable  breeze  eontinuing  with  delight¬ 
fully  pleafant  weather,  and  having  the  advantage 
of  day-light,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  twenty-four 
hours,  we  were  enabled  to  keep  within  five  miles 
of  the  coaft,  which  was  now  again  well  wooded, 

and 
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and  from  cape  Falrweather  took  a  direftion  S. 
43  E.  ;  it  is  fteep  and  intire,  with  the  exception 
of  one  fmall  opening,  that  had  the  appearance  of 
being  likely  to  afford  flielter  for  flipping ;  but  it 
is  completely  bounded  at  a  little  diftance  by  fteep 
compact  mountains,  which  are  a  continuation  of 
the  fame  undivided  range  ftretching  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  Until  paft  eleven  at  night  mount  St. 
Elias  was  yet  within  our  vifible  horizon,  appear¬ 
ing  like  a  lofty  mountain,  although  at  this  time 
it  w^as  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
geographical  miles ;  it  was,  however,  foon  ob- 
fcured  by  a  thick  haze  gathering  on  the  coaft, 
which,  by  four  o’clock  on  Monday  morning  the 
/th,  became  a  lovv^  thick  fog  ;  above  which,  the 
fummits  of  the  nearer  mountains  w^ere  not  only 
vifible,  but  perfectly  clear,  whilft  the  fhores  were 
intirely  hidden  from  our  fight.  This  circum- 
ftance  obliged  us  to  haul  our  wind,  and  to  wait 
for  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to  proceed  in 
our  examination  ;  this  by  feven  o’clock  w^as  again 
‘refumed,  diredling  our  courfe  for  a  more  confpi- 
cuous  high  bluff  promontory,  wEich,  as  we  fup- 
pofed,  proved  to  be  the  weft  point  of  entrance, 
into  Crofs  found,  named  by  me  in  honor  of  Lord 
Spencer,  Cape  Spencer.  The  wind  being 
faint,  our  progrefs  was  flow  along  the  coaft, 
com  pofed  of  a  fteep  woody  fhore,  much  indented 
with  coves  or  bays,  of  a  hilly  and  uneven  furface. 


with 
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with  fomc  rocks  and  rocky  iilets,  fcattered  about 
it  at  the  diilance  of  about  a  mile.  The  obferved 
latitude  at  noon  was  58^  iT,  longitude  223®  2V; 
the  vvellernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  then  bearing 
by  compafs  N.  47  W. ;  the  outermoft  of  the 
above  rocky  iiiets  N.  0  E.  diftant  two  miles ; 
cape  Spencer  N.  5Q  E.  off  which  lie  fome  rocks 
that  extend  about  half  a  league  ;  and  the  eaftern- 
moft  part  of  the  coafi:  in  fight,  S.  85  E. 

Shortly  after  noon,  we  were  vifited  by  a  few 

of  the  inhabitants  in  a  canoe,  w^ho,  without  much 

lielitation,  came  alongfide,  but  none  of  them 

would  venture  on  board,  without  a  hoftage  being 

fent  into  their  canoe  as  a  fecurity  for  their  fafe 

return.  As  thefe  people  wxre  likely  to  become 

our  frequent  vifitors,  during  the  time  we  might 

find  occafioa  to  remain  in  this  neighbourhood, 

their  requeft  was  complied  with ;  and  on  one 

of  our  feamen  going  into  their  canoe  an  Indian 

came  on  board,  to  whom  I  gave  fuch  things  as 

were  likely  to  be  acceptable,  and  to  encourage 

them  in  friendly  offices.  This  treatment  feemed 

to  operate  agreeably  to  my  wifhes,  for  the  Indian 

remained  on  board  fome  time  to  all  appearance 

pcrfcdlly  eafy  and  reconciled,  until  a  breeze  from 

the  S.  W.  fprang  up,  and  being  favorable  to  our 

proceeding  into  Crofs  found,  I  defired  our  man 

to  come  on  board,  and  made  figns  to  the  Indian 

that  he  ffiould  return  into  his,  canoe ;  but  his 
\ 

'  countrymen 
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countrymen  fcemed  to  be  very  defirous  of  detain¬ 
ing  their  new  companion,  making  figns  that  they 
wifhed  to  take  him  on  fhore ;  and  it  was  not 
until  fome  threatening  figns  were  made  ufe  of, 
mufkets  produced,  and  preparations  made  for 
hoifting  out  a  boat,  that  he  was  permitted  to 
quit  the  canoe,  into  which  the  Indian  on  board 
immediately  returned. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  on  what  were  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  thefe  people,  whether  they  were  friend¬ 
ly,  or  whether  otherways  inclined  ;  but  judging 
from  appearances,  the  former  would  feem  to  have 
been  the  cafe,  as  their  behaviour  was  civil  and  or¬ 
derly,  and  they  were  alfo  very  good  humoured. 
No  fooner  had  our  man  got  on  board  the  fhip, 
than  he  was  prefented  with  a  fea  o.tter  fkin,  and 
fome  other  trifles,  by  a  perfon  who  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  or  chief  of  the  party,  and  to  vvhom  I 
made  a  very  ample  return.  After  this  they  de¬ 
parted  finging  fongs,  and  we  proceeded  up  Crols 
found,  which  is  a  very  fpacious  opening  in  the 
coaft ;  and  as  Captain  Cook  very  corredlly  ob- 
ferves,  branches  into  feveral  arms,  the  largefl:  ap¬ 
pearing  to  take  a  northerly  dirediion.  On  the 
furface  of  the  water  in  the  found  were  a  great 
number  of  fmall,  though  hard  pieces  of  loofe  ice  ; 
fome  of  which,  at  firft  fight,  occaiioned  conflder- 
able  alarm,  from  their  ftrong  refemblance  to  fea- 
beaten  rocks,  juft  level  with  the  furface  of  the 

water, 
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w’atcr,  which  had  the  appearance  of  breaking 
over  them  with  great  violence,  and  prefented  the 
navigating  of  this  inlet  as  an  extremely  intricate 
and  difficult  taffi  ;  efpecially,  as  no  bottom  could 
be  reached  with  80  and  go  fathoms  of  line,  clofc 
to  thefe  apparent  dangers.  A  little  time,  how^- 
ever,  foon  difcovered  them  to  be  nothing  more 
than  dark“Coloured  and  dirty  pieces  of  ice,  which 
left  me  without  any  apprehenfions  for  our  fafety, 
and  I  had  afterwards  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
this  found  is  free  to  navigate,  and  is  not  incom¬ 
moded  with  either  rocks  or  ffioals,  that  are  not 
fuffi.ciently  confpicuous  to  be  eafily  avoided. 

The  fouth-weft  wind  was  too  faint  to  admit 
of  our  reaching  a  place  of  anchorage  on  either 
ihore,  and  as  in  the  .evening  it  was  fucceeded  by 
a  calm,  accompanied  by  thick  foggy  weather, 
we  were  obliged  to  fubmlt  during  the  night  to 
the  Influence  of  the  exiftlng  tides  or  currents ; 
not  beinff  able  to  «ain  bottom  with  140  fathoms 

o  o 

of  line,  until  about  eight  in  the  morning  of 
Tucfday  the  8th  ;  when  the  roaring  of  the  furf 
on  the  rocks  in  an  eaftern  direblion,  announced 
wc  were  faft  approaching  them  ;  and  at  that  time 
we  gained  foundings  at  40  fathoms ;  but  as  the 
next  caft  decreafed  the  depth  to  40  fathoms,  we 
immediately  anchored  on  a  bottom  of  fand  and 
mud. 

About  ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  the  tog  dif- 

perfed. 
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perfed,  and  we  difcovered  that  our  fituatlon  was 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  found,  nearly  mid- way 
between  two  rocks  about  a  mile  afundcr,  and 
each  lying  about  half  a  mile  to  the  weftward  of 
two  points  of  land,  the  one  forming  the  north, 
and  the  other  the  fouth  point  of  a  fpacious  har¬ 
bour,  without  any  vifible  .danger  or  obftrudlion 
to  our  entering ;  and  as  it  appeared  to  be  an  eli¬ 
gible  ftation  for  the  yeffels,  whilft  the  boats 
fhould  be  employed  in  the  examination  of  this 
fpacious  inlet,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  fent  to  examine 
and  fix  upon  a  convenient  fituation. 

About  noon  the  Chatham  arrived  oif  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  found,  on  which  Mr.  Manby  was 
difpatched  to  condud:  her  to  our  ftation.  Mr. 

i 

Whidbey  returned  about  three  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  after  having  found  a  tolerably  conve¬ 
nient  cove  behind  the  land  that  forms  the  north¬ 
ern  point  of  the  harbour,  which  is  a  fmall  ifland. 
This  place  being  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  our  im¬ 
mediate  purpofes,  we  loft  no  time  in  proceeding 
thither,  and  juft  as  the  anchor  was  up,  the  depth 
of  water  fuddenlv  decreafed  from  40  to  11  fa- 
thorns.  The  channel  was  afterwards  founded 
but  no  danger  was  difcovered,  the  iliallow’eft 
water  being  nine  fathoms  clofe  to  our  former 
foundings  of  1 1  fathoms,  which  v/as  found  to  be 
upon  a  fmall  patch  of  rocky  bottom,  w  ith  30  to 
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40  fathoms  all  around  it.  We  foon  reached  the 
cove,  and  moored  in  14  fathoms  water,  ftifF 
clayey  bottom,  within  about  a  cable’s  length  of 
the  fhore ;  where,  in  the  evening,  the  Chatham 
moored  likewife. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  we  had  been  vifited 
by  fome  of  the  natives  in  a  very  civil  and  friendly 
manner  ;  they  fold  us  a  few  fifli,  and  fome  indif¬ 
ferent  fea  otter  fkins,  for  our  various  articles  of 
traffic ;  but  for  the  Ikins  they  preferred  old 
clothes  of  any  defcription,  t©  cloth  in  the  piece. 

As  the  view^  we  had  hitherto  obtained  of  Crois 
found  had  been  very  imperfect,  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  Wednefday  the  gth,  we  rowed  about  the 
found,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  beft  mode  of 
carrying  the  examination  of  it  into  effedl.  Hav¬ 
ing  left  nothing  behind  us  unafcertained  with¬ 
out  the  found,  it  appeared  to  me  very  evident, 
that  only  one  boat  party  could  be  advantageoufly 
employed,  and  that  the  furvey  would  be  a  very 
irkfome  and  tedious  taffi,  in  confequence  of  the 
immenfe  numbers  of  large  pieces  of  ice  that  were 
floating  in  the  found  in  every  direction.  To 
guard  as  much  as  poffible  againft  accidents,  I  di¬ 
rected  that  inftead  of  two  boats  as  heretofore, 
three  fliould  be  equipped  for  this  fervice,  with  a 
fortnight’s  fupply  of  provifions,  under  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Whidbey,  who  had  my  orders  to  go 

back 
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back  to  cape  Spencer,  as  we  had  now  traced  the 
continental  boundary  eaftward  from  Cook’s  inlet 
to  that  place ;  and  there  to  commence  and  pro- 
lecute  its  examination,  fo  long  as  their  provifions 
would  hold  out.  On  this  fervice  he  accordingly 
departed  early  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
10th,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Menzies,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  botanical  refearches.  Thofe  on  board  were 
now  fully  employed  in  the  various  fervices  the 
veffels  required  :  thefe  principally  confifted  in 
caulking  the  decks  and  top  lides  of  the  Dilco- 
very,  brewing  fpruce  beer,  which  here  proved 
to  be  extremely  good,  and  in  repairing  our  fails 
and  rigging ;  this  latter  had  now  become  an  ob- 
jedl  of  our  mofl  ferious  attention,  and  called  forth 
all  our  management  and  ingenuity,  as  we  had 
little  rope  left  to  replace  thofe  that  were  by  this 
time  worn  down  to  the  very  laft  flsrge  of  being 
ferviceable. 

The  plan  of  our  operations  thus  arranged  ;  and 
having  received  from  Mr.  Puget  his  journal  and 
chart  of  the  coaft,  eaftward  from  Prince  Wil¬ 
liam’s  found ;  I  fhall  proceed  in  the  follovring 
chapter  to  ftate  fuch  information  as  was  procured 
during  the  ftparation  of  the  veflels,  in  which  it 
will  appear  that  I  have  adopted  the  name  of 
Beering’s  bay,  inftead  of  that  of  Admiralty  hay,  fb 
named  by  Mr.  Dixon ;  this  I  have  done  from  a 

convidioii 
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convi6tlon  of  its  being  the  place  that  Beering  had 
vifited,  and  in  conformity  with  Captain  Cook’s 
intentions,  that  the  bay  in  which  Beering  had 
anchored  fhould  bear  his  name,  and  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reafons  alfo. 

On  reference  to  the  chart  of  Mr.  Dixon,  who 
firft  named  that  place  Admiralty  bay,  another 
fpacious  bay  is  therein  defcribed  to  the  eaftward 
of  it,  having  an  ifland  lying  off  its  fouth-eaft 
point,  and  called  Beering’s  bay ;  this  has  evi¬ 
dently  been  done  in  conformity  to  Captain 
Cook’s  chart,  for  the  diftance  at  which  Meffrs. 
Portlock  and  Dixon  paffed  the  coaft,  gave  them, 
the  fame  fort  of  view  of  it,  and  precluded  their 
detecting  the  error  into  which  Captain  Cook  had 
fallen  from  fimllar  circumftances.  Captain  Cook 
allb  reprefents  an  exteniive  bay  to  the  weftward 
of  Beering’s  bay,  and  hence  the  two  charts  ex- 
a6lly  corrcfpond.  I  had  confidered  Mr.  Dixon’s 
to  have  been  the  firft  European  veftel  that  had 
ever  entered  that  bay ;  but  our  late  minute  ex¬ 
amination  has  ftiewn,  that  between  cape  Suck¬ 
ling  and  cape  Fairweather  only  one  fuch  bay 
exifts  ;  and  confequently  it  muft  be  that  in  which 
Beering  had  anchored,  and  from  whence  at  that 
time  he  fent  Chitrow  the  mafter  of  the  fleet  to 
reconnoitre  the  bav.  Chitrow  found  between 
fome  Iflands  a  convenient  anchoring  place,  fe- 

cure 


) 
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cure  from  all  winds>  but  there  was  no  occafion 
to  make  ufe  of  it.”^  Now  fince  port  AIul- 
grave  is  formed  by  lllands,  and  fince  it  is  the 
only  place  on  the  coafi:  between  cape  Hinchin- 
brook  and  cape  Fairweather,  that  affords  a 
convenient  anchoring  place  fecure  from  all 
Winds  and  fince  that  fituation  will  be  found 
to  correfpond  with  the  latitude  affigned  to  Beer¬ 
ing’s  anchorage,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Smyloff  to  Cap-  . 
tain  Cook  at  Oonalafhka  in  Oclober  1  788  ;  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  Beering  could  have  anchored 
any  where  elfe,  or  that  Controller’s  bay  and  Kaye's 
ifland  could  have  been  the  places  alluded  to  in 
Muller’s  account  of  Beering’s  voyage,  becaufe 
that  bay  is  rendered  inacceffible  by  flioals,  and  is 
incapable  of  affording  any  flielter  to  fnipping. 
This  bay  then,  fince  no  other  exifts  within  the 
limits  in  queftion,  muft  be  the  fame  which  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook  meant  to  diftinguifli  by  the  name  of 
Beering’s  bay,  in  honor  of  its  firft  difeoverer ; 
although  it  is  not  found  to  be  f  tuated  in  the 
identical  fpot  on  the  coaft  that  Captain  Cook  at 
that  time  did  fuppofe,  but  further  to  the  north 
and  weft.  Had  circurnftances  permitted  Captain 
Cook  to  have  approached  nearer  to  thefc  iliores, 
on  paffing  by  them,  there  cannot  remain  a  doubt 
but  that  this  miftake  would  not  have  taken  place ; 

*  Vide  Muller’s  account  of  Beering’s  voyage. 

VoL.  V.  B  b  *  ^  and 
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and  in  all  probability  he  would  not  have  been  fo 
much  at  a  lofs  to  have  reconciled  the  accounts  of 
the  Ruffian  difcoveries  on  this  part  of  America. 
For  thefe  reafons  the  bay  in  our  chart  hears  Beer¬ 
ing’s  name,  but  port  Mulgrave,  and  other  places 
in  the  bay  noticed  by  Mr.  Dixon,  remain  unal¬ 
tered. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  VUI. 

Mr.  Piigefs  Narrative  of  his  Trayifadmis  and 
Survey 'of  the  Coaf,  between  Prince  Williarri  s 
and  Crofs  Sounds',  during  the  Chatham  s  Sepa-^ 
ration  from  the  Dlfcovery, 

The  Chatham  on  the  12th  of  June  got 
clear  of  Prince  William’s  found,  and  her 
courfe  was  directed  round  cape  Hinchinbrook 
along  the  eaftern  fide  of  that  ifland,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  league  from  its  fhores ;  thefe 
were  fomewhat  irregularly  indented  with  fmall 
bays,  taking  a  direction  N.  5  3  E.  about  feventeen 
miles  to  point  Bentinck.  About  two  miles  to 
the  fouth  of  that  point,  commences  the  llioal 
noticed  by  Mr.  Johnftone,  as  extending  acrofs  to 
the  oppofite  continental  fliore  of  the  paiTage,  that 
he  attempted  to  pafs.  This  flioal,  not  only 
formed  a  barrier  to  that  paffage,  but  ftretched  in 
an  eaftwardly  diredlion  along  the  exterior  conti¬ 
nental  Ibore,  at  the  diftance  of  about  five  miles, 
without  having  either  break  or  opening  in  it. 
Mr.  Puget  proceeded  along  this  flioal  at  the  dif¬ 
tance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  breakers,  the 
depth  from  feven  to  nine  fathoms ;  and  having 

B  b  2  now 
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now  advanced  about  ten  or  eleven  miles  from 
point  Bentinck,  the  fhoal,  which  was  chiefly 
compoled  of  a  dry  barren  band,  though  in  feme 
})Iaccs  producing  a  little  verdure,  took  a  more 
ioutherlv  turn,  and  iricreafed  its  diftance  from 
the  high  land,  which  extended  in  a  miore  north¬ 


erly  line  :  that  of  the  fhoal  w^as  about  S.  41  E-., 
a  Jong  which,  Mr.  Puget  fleered  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  league  ;  the  depth  of  water  varying 
from  4  5  to  nine  fathoms.  By  nine  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  he  had  advanced  feven  or  eight  leagues  along 


the  flloal,  when  the  favorable  breeze  being  fuc- 
ceeded  by  light  baffling  wdnds,  and  thick  hazy 
weather,  he  was  obliged  to  haul  off  under  an  eaiy 
fail,  wath  intention  of  renewing  the  examination 


the  next  miorning.  This  flioal  was  obferved  to 
iiioot  out  into  ridges  of  high  fand,  ft  retching 
from  three  to  fix  or  feyen  miles  from  the  main 
land,  vvhicli  in  feme  places  is  compoled  of  a  low 
fn ore,  in  others  of  fteep  abrupt  cliffs ;  the  whole 
apparently  w'as  well  wooded,  and  in  two  places 
it  had  the  appearance  of  having  fmall  inlets  at 


tnc 


back 


of  the  ihoal ;  but  the  clofe  connedled 


range  of  lofty  Inowy  mountains,  running  nearly 
parallel  to  the  coaft  at  no  great  diftance,  plainly 


file  wed  the  limits  of  their  extent,  beiidc  which 


th^re  was  no"  chaanel  through  the  flioal,  by 
w^hich  they  could  have  been  anproached.  To^ 
Wards  midnight,  the  wind  and  weather  becam.e 


more 
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more  unfettled,  and  at  laft  produced  a  ftrong 
gale  from  the  eaftward  ;  this  induced  Mr.  Puget 
to  Hand  to  the  fouthvvard,  left  it  lliould  have 
proved  the  forerunner  of  one  of  thofe  very  uii- 
pleafant  eafterly  ftorms  we  fo  frequently  con¬ 
tended  with,  and  which  had  fo  much  retarded 


the  progrefs  of  our  refcarches  in  thefe  regions  ; 
but  in  the  forenoon  of  the  13th,  the  wind  be¬ 
came  fteady,  and  the  weather  being  tolerably 
well  fettled,  the  Chatham  again  flood  to  the 
northward,  and  by  four  in  the  afternoon  was' 
again  in  fight  of  the  continent,  prefenting  a  low 
fliore,  which  by  compafs  bore  from  N.  W.  to 
N.  E.  •  In  about  an  hour  foundings  w^ere  had  at 
the  depth  of  twenty  tathoms,  and  iliortly  after' 
the  flioal  was  again  feen  extending  along  the* 
coaft,  of  which  the  Chatham  was  wdthin  about 
two  miles  at  feven  o’clock,  and  being  at  this 


time  in  fix  fathoms  w  ater  flie  tacked.  The  fiioal' 
here  formed  one  connected  barrier  alont;  tlie 
coaft,  extending  by  compafs  from  N.  fiO  E.  to  S. 
7O  W.,  as  far  as  could  be  diicerned  in  cither  point 
of  view  and  as  the  veflel  was  now,  not  more 
than  twm  or  three  leagues  to  the  fouth-eaftward 
of  the  place  from  whence  file  had  hauled  off  the 
preceding  evening,  there  could  not  be  the  leaft 
doubt  of  this  being  a  continuation  of  .the  fime 


fimal  bank.  .  ^  ^ 

The  weather  being  fair,  afforded  a  good  op-' 

B  b  3  p or t unity 
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portunity  of  feeing  the  adjacent  fhores.  At  the 
time  Mr.  Puget  tacked,  the  ijfland  lying  to  the 
north-weft  of  Kaye’s  ifland,  which  he  named 
WiNGHAM  Island,  bore  by  compafs  from  N. 
87  E.  to  N.  81  E.  two  rocky  iflets  lying  off  the 
north-weft  point  of  Controllers  bay,  which  after 
Sir  Henry  Martin,  I  called  Point  Martin,  and 
is  fituated  in  latitude  0o°  ISJ',  longitude  215°30^; 
bore,  the  one  N.  5Q  E.,  the  other  N.  52  E.,  and 
a  fmall  apparent  opening  in  the  main  land,  N.sE. 
The  flioal  in  this  point  of  view,  appeared  to. 
unite  with  point  Martin,  and  to  admit  of  a  paf- 
fage  between  them  and  Kaye’s  ifland  towards, 
cape  Suckling.  To  afeertain  this  fadlMr.  Puget 
flood  towards  Kaye’s  ifland,  purpofing  to  pafs 
between  it  and  Wingham  ifland;*  but  as  the  wind 
then  blew  Ireili  from  the  N.  E.  he  plied  during 
the  night,  and  the  next  morning  tacked  within 
a’bout  a  league  of  point  Martin,  bearing  by  com¬ 
pafs  N.  10  W.,  having  the  cliffy  iflets  between 
the  veflel  and  that  point,  with  a  continuation  of 
the  flioal,  which  had  now  been  traced  from 
Hmehinbrook  ifland  to  this  ftation  ;  where  the 
depth  pi  W'ater  was  ten  fathoms ;  yet  its  termi¬ 
nation  could  not  be  difeerned,  as  it  w^as  feen  ex- 
tending  towards  the  fouth-eaft,  completely  pre¬ 
venting  any  communication  with  the  fhore,  and 
rendering  the  expeded  paffage  to  cape  Suckling 
a.  very  doubtlul  matter.  In  order  to  gain  fome 

information 
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information  on  this  head,  Mr.  Le  Mefurier,  one 
of  the  mid  (hip men,  was  fent  in  the  cutter  to  ex¬ 
amine,  whilll  the  Chatham  flood  over  to  Kaye’s 
iiland  in  quefl  of  anchorage,  and  of  a  paiflige  be¬ 
tween  It  and  Wingham  ifland  ;  the  latter  in  a 
north  and  fouth  diredlion  is  about  a  league  long, 
and  about  a  mile  broad,  forming  with  the  north- 
wefl  point  of  Kaye’s  ifland  a  paflage  apparently 
navigable  about  a  league  in  width,  with  regular 
foundin2:s  from  20  to  0  fathoms,  until  its  eaflern 
extent  was  reached  ;  when  the  depth  fuddenly 
dccreafed  to  3  and  2?  fathoms.  This  circum- 
flance  compelled  Mr.  Puget  to  defifl  from  pro¬ 
ceeding  until  he  fhould  be  better  acquainted  with 
the  paflage  ;  and  on  difpatching  a  boat  for  that 
purpofe,  the  depth  from  ifland  to  ifland  was 
found  not  to  exceed  from  two  to  three  fathoms. 
In  confequence  of  this  report,  Mr.  Puget  w'aited 
for  the  return  of  the  cutter  near  the  north-weft 
part  of  Kaye’s  ifland  in  feven  fathoms  water,  its 
fliores  bearing  by  compafs  from  S.  14  W.  to  N. 
38  E.;  Wingham  Ifland  from  N.  15  E.  to  N.  1  7 
W.;  the  wxfternmoft  part  of  the  main  land  in 
fight,  N.  4/  W.  and  the  neareft  fhore,  being  a 
fteep  green  point  on  Kaye’s  ifland,  S.  ll^W.  one 
mile  dlftant. 

Towards  midnight  Mr.  Le  Mefurier  returned, 
and  reported  that  he  firft  proceeded  round  the 
north  and  eafl  fldes  of  Wingham  ifland,  where, 

B  b  4  dofe 
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clofe  to  Its  fliores,  he  found  from  15  to  10  fa¬ 
thoms  water,  in  a  narrow  channel  formed  by  a 
continuation  of  the  above  fiioals,  at  the  dlftance 
of  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north  and  eaft  of 
Wingham  ifland,  from  whence  he  fleered  for  the 
northern  fide  of  Kaye’s  ifland,  with  three  to  five 
fathoms  water ;  at  no  great  diflance  to  the  north 
of  his  courfc,  was  the  edge  of  the  fhoal,  inter- 
iperfed  with  dry  fand  banks  appearing  to  unite 
with  the  main  land,  which  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  rofe  to  lofty  mountains,  and  formed  the 
boundary  of  Controller’s  bay.  From  the  north- 
eafl  point  of  Kaye’s  ifland  he  proceeded  to  two 
fmali  iilets,  that  lie  in  an  eaflern  diredlion  from 
it,  towards  cape  Suckling.  Not  far  from  thefe 
depth  of  water  was  from  4  to  4|  fathoms.  He 
then  proceeded  about  two  miles  in  a  northerly 
dlreflion,  havinfi:  from  three  to  fix  fathoms  water 
near  the  edge  of  the  flioal,  which  now  appeared 
to  continue  to  cape  Suckling ;  this  was  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  refearches  eaflw  ard,  from  wF^ence  he 
returned  by  the  paflage  between  Wingham  ifland 
and  Kaye’s  ifland,  with  fouRdings  from  four  to 
fix  iathoms,  until  he  reached- the  fhallow  part 
that  had  flopped  the  prpgrefs  of  the  Chatham, 
over  which  was  not  found  more  than  from  tw^o 
to  three  fathoms.  So  far  as  Mr.  Le  Mefurier 
had  gone,  there  had  not  appeared  any  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  Chatham’s  making  a  paflage -be- 

tween 
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tween  thefe  iflands  and  cape  Suckling,  which 
would  not  only  greatly  expedite  her  progrels 
along  the  coaft,  but  it  might  prove  to  future 
vifitors  a  defirable  circumftance  to  be  informed 
that  fuch  a  paffage  was  navigable,  in  cafe  of  their 
being  caught  in  a  fouth-eaft  gale,  between  Kay’s 
ifland  and  cape  Suckling,  in  which  cafe  they 

t 

’might  be  enabled  to  elude  thofe  ftorms  and  their 
attendant  dangers. 

With  this  intent  the  Chatham  proceeded  the 
nex  morning  (lath  June)  round  the  north  fide 
ofWingham  Ifland,  that  being  the  fafefl:  chan¬ 
nel,  and  keeping  clofe  to  its  fliores  had  15  and  17 
fathoms  water ;  but  on  the  Vvdnd  failinu,  the 
flood  tide  drifted  her  to  the  eaftward,  and  on  to 
the  flioal :  a  final!  anchor  was  Immediately  car¬ 
ried  out,  and  at  eleven  flie  floated  off,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  in  1  3  fathoms  water,  near  the  eaft 
fide  of  Wingham  Ifland,  without  having  received 
the  leaf!:  Injury  by  this  accident.  It  w^as  now 
nearly  high  w'atcr,  and  a  flivorable  breeze  pre¬ 
vailed  from  the  w^eftv/ard ;  but  as  it  was  not 
confldered  prudent  to  venture  through  fo  intri¬ 
cate  a  channel,  and  of  which  fo  little  knowledge 
had  been  obtained,  on  a  falling  tide  ;  Mr.  Puget 
determined  to  remain  at  anchor  until  near  low 
w^ater,  and  in  the  interim  to  difpatch  Mr.  Le 
Mefurier  again,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  fome 
further  information  relative  to  this  paffage.  At 

five 
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live  in  the  evening^,  the  Chatham  was  a^ain 
under  fail  whth  a  light  wefterlj  wind,  but  on  its 
being  facceeded  by  a  calm,  the  veffel  was  by  the 
influence  of  the  tide  again  fat  upon  the  fhoal ;  a 
light  breeze  of  wind  from  the  north  very  oppor¬ 
tunely  Ipringing  up,  the  fails  foon  backed  her  oiF, 
and  fee  again  anchored  near  Wingham  ifland  in 
nine  fathoms  Vvater,  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  from 
its  eaftern  111  ore. 

Mr.  Le  Mefurier  did  not  return  before  mid¬ 
night,  having  from  the  before  mentioned  rocky 
iflets  followed  a  finail  intricate  channel  leading 
into  the  ocean,  where  the  depth  of  water  had 
gradually  increafed  from  4  to  1 6  fathoms.  In 
this  channel  he  had  found  a  very  heavy  fwell 
from  the  fouthward,  and  that  the  bottom  was  a 
bed  of  rocks.  He  alio  afeertained  that  the  flioal, 

y, 

iiver  which  the  fea  broke  with  great  violence, 
continued  quite  to  cape  Suckling. 

The  principal  objedl  having  been  thus  accom- 
plifeed  by  the  tracing  of  the  continental  boun¬ 
dary  to  cape  Suckling,  and  by  finding  that  the 
fea  coaft  from  Hinchinbrook  ifland  to  that  cape, 
is  rendered  inacceflible  by  a  connedled  feoal  bank 
of  fand,  extending  fevcral  miles  from  the  main 
land,  and  particularly  from  Controller’s  bay,  the 
whole  of  which  it  occupies  to  the  diftance  of  fix 
leagues  from  the  fliore  or  elevated  land;  Mr. 
Pu2:et  did  not  confidcr  the  delay  that  v/ould  moft 

probably 
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probably  attend  his  navigating  this  channel,  con- 
fiftent  with  the  important  objecl  ftill  in  view, 
which  would  fully  employ  the  remainder  of  the 
feafon.  For  this  reafon  he  gave  up  his  intention 
of  paffing  by  this  channel  to  cape  Suckling,  and 
in  the  morning  of  the  l  7  th,  though  not  without 
fome  difficulty,  owing  to  the  want  of  wind,  and 
the  irregular  fet  of  the  tide  ;  he  paiTed  round  to 
the  weft  fide  ofWingham  ifland,  and  vrith  a  light 
north-eafterly  breeze,  diredled  Ids  courfe  for 
cape  Hamond,  wdth  gloomy  and  unfettlcd  wea¬ 
ther. 

On  quitting  this  ftation  Mr.  Puget  remarks, 
that  according  to  the  information  he  had  obtain¬ 
ed  from  the  Spaniards,  the  channel  through 
which  the  cutter  had  pailcd,  and  found  navigable 
for  fliipping,  was  ftated  to  be  totally  clofed,  and 
impaflable  even  for  boats ;  but  in  Mr.  Dixon’s 
delineation  of  the  coaft,  the  flioal  extends  to  the 
fouth-weft  part  oi  Kaye’s  ifland,  including  Wing:^ 
ham  ifland,  feveral  miles  within  it.  Over  a 
large  portion  of  the  fpace  thus  allotted  to  this 
flioal  the  Chatham  palled,  without  being  able  to 
reach  bottom  wdth  70  fathoms  of  line.  Such  an 
error  in  this  publication  is  hard  to  account  for, 
and  may  have  a  bad  tendency;  as  the  mifrepre- 
fentation  in  this  inftance  would  neceflarily  have 
the  effedf  of  deterring  ftrangers  from  feeking  the 
excellent  fhclter  vrhich  thefc  iflands  afford  againft 

the 
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the  fouth-caft  winds,  which  are  the  moft  prevail¬ 
ing  itorms,  and  arc  moft  to  be  dreaded.  Wing- 
ham  iftand  Mr.  Puget  reprefents  as  forming  on 
its  eaft  ftde  a  tolerably  w^ell  ilieltered  roadftead 
even  agalnft  the  eaftwardly  winds,  where  good 
anchora'2:e  will  be  found  to  the  fouthward.of 
the  lirft  fmall  beach  from  its  north  point,  at  a 
commodious  diftance  from  the  fliore  ;  here  the 
north-eaft  point  of  Kaye’s  ifland  bore  by  compafs 
caft,.  and  cape  Suckling,  N.  7^  E.;  this  is  the 
only  fpace  open  to  the  ocean,  and  even  this  is  in¬ 
tercepted  by  the  rocky  iflets,  bearing  N.  83  E., 
and  the  Intermediate  flioal,  which  completely 
prevents  any  very  heavy  fea  from  rifing  in  that 
direciion  ;  good  anchorage  will  alfo  be  found  on 
the  north  and  weft  fides  ot  this  iftand.  The 
place  where  the  Chatham  anchored  off  Kaye’s 
ifland,  Is  alfo  well  protected  irom  the  moft  pre¬ 
vailing  winds.  Repeated  trials  were  made  to 
take  fome  fifh  with  hooks  and  lines,  but  to  no 
effect ;  fome  refrefliments  wTre  hoW'Cvcr  procur¬ 
ed,  as  the  weftern  fide  of  Wingham  ifland  af¬ 
forded  a  fuppiy  of  upwards  of  fixty  dozen  of  eggs, 

\ 

W:'hich  proved  excellent,  although  taken  from  the 
ncffs  of  fea- fowl ;  confifting  chiefly  of  tw'o  forts 
of  grdls,  fea  parrots,  fliags,  and  curle'ws  ;  no  ducks 
were  here  feen,  and  only  two  ^cefe  were  obferv- 

If  V. 

ed.  The  eggs  were  taken  from  ftcep,  rugged, 
rocky  clifls,  conftituting  in  many  places  the 

fnores 
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fhores  of  this  Ifland,  which  is  moderately  elevat¬ 
ed,  well  wooded,  and  has  on  its  eaftern  fide  two 
fmall  ftreams  of  frefi  water.  It  did  not  appear 
to  be  much  the  .refort  of  the  natives;  but  near 
the  north-eafi:  point  of  Kaye’s  ifland,  Mr.  LeMe- 
furier  found  a  village  that  had  been  recently 
ferted.  He  defcribcs  the  north  fide  of  that  ifland 
as  a  low  tradl  of  land  well  wooded,  and  that  its 
fliores  are  indented  in  fmall  bays  or  coves :  be-* 
hind  Controller’s  bay,  and  the  ihoal  coafi:  that 
lies  to  the  north- wefi:  of  it,  extended  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  lofty  frozen  mountains  that  had 
bounded  the  northern  branches  of  Prince  Wib 
liam’s  found,  and  what  had  been  noticed  as  ap-^ 
pearing  like  two  fmall  openings,  were,  from  the 
hills  of  Wingham  ifland,  feen  to  be  intirelj 
clofed.  Whilft  the  Chatham  was  at  anchor 
off  it,  the  variation  was  obferved  to  be  27b  the 
latitude  of  its  north  point  00°  5¥,  its  longitude 
215° 40k 

I 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  information  de¬ 
rived  by  the  examination  of  that  part  of 'the 
coaft  comprehended  between  cape  Hinchinbrook 
and  cape  Sucklina: ;  and  as  the  furvev  of  the  con- 

JL  ^ 

tinental  fliore  eaftward  to  Beering’s  bay,  was 
carried  on  by  the  Chatham,  at  a  much  greater 
diftance  from  the  land,  than  had  been  the  cafe  in 
the  Difeovery,  and  from  which  nothing  illuftra- 
tive  of  our  xefearches  could  be  obtained,  I  fliall 

pafs 
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pafs  on  to  the  tranfacllons  of  the  brig  after  her 
arrival  in  Beering’s  bay. . 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  June,  the  Chat¬ 
ham  arrived  off  point  Manby ;  the  water  was 
found  to  be  much  difcoloured  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles  from  the  Hiore,  where  bottom  could 
not  be  gained  with  the  hand  line,  nor  were  any 
riplings,  or  other  indications  of  fliallovv  water, 
or  hidden  dangers  noticed.  The  fame  appear- 
^  ances  had  been  obferved  by  us  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery  in  feveral  inftanccs,  to  the  eaftward  of 
cape  Suckling,  which  I  concluded  were  occa- 
fioned  by  the  vaft  quantity  of  frefli  water  pro¬ 
duced  bv  the  diflblvine;  ice  and  fnow  on  the  fides 

V  O 

of  the  mountains  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  ;  this 
draining  through  the  low  border  of  land  becomes 
impregnated  with  the  foil,  and  being  fpecifically 
lighter  than  the  fea  water  on  which  it  floats, 
produces  the  efteds  noticed  by  Mr.  Puget.  At 
this  time  a  favorable  wefterly  breeze  and  fair 
weather  prevailed,  with  which,  as  the  veffel  w^as 
palling  along  the  north -weft  fliores  of  Beering’s 
bay  about  eight  in  the  evening,  the  report  of  a 
gun  was  heard  from  the  land  ;  this  w^as  foon  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  the  appearance  of  five  Kodiak  In¬ 
dians  in  two  iPin  canoes,  who  repaired  on  board 
the  Chatham,  and  acquainted  Mr.  Puget  that 
there  was  a  party  of  nine  Ruffians  on  fhore,  from 
whom  they  brought  a  letter  addreffed  in  Englifli 
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to  the  commander  of  either  the  Difcovery  or 
Chatham.  This  letter  dated  the  13th  of  June, 
was  from  Mr.  Shields  the  Englifh  fliip- builder 
before  mentioned,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ruffians 
at  B lying  found. 

Mr.  Shields  had  been  Informed,  that  our  veffels 


had  met  with  feveral  accidents,  and  that  I  much 


wifhed  to  find  a  convenient  fituation  for  laying 
the  Difcovery  on  lliore ;  this  fervice  he  ftatx^d 
could  no  where  be  better  performed  than  in  Bfy- 
ing  found,  and  offered  in  the  frankefi:  and  hand- 
fomelf  manner,  to  afford  us  every  affiftance  in 
the  power  of  himfelf  or  his  people,  that  the  iLores 
of  the  company  could  funilfii.  Mr.  Shields  re¬ 
gretted  very  much  that  he  had  not  known  the 
Difcovery  was  in  his  neighbourhood  until  after 
our  departure.  Ife  remarks  in  his  letter  that  he 
had  not  written  four  Enel Ifli  words  in  the  courfe 


of  the  Drecedins:  four  vears,  yet  his  letter  did 
great  credit  not  only  to  his  abilities  and  under- 
itandiiig,  but  to  the  goodiiefs  of  his  heart ;  which 
manifefted  in  the  hieheft  decree,  thofc  ever  liv- 
ing  inherent  principles  of  attachment  to  their 
native  country,  2:overnment,  and  laws,  which  the 

i 

generalityof  mankind,  however  far  removed,  are 
found  to  poilefs.  Whether  fach  generous  no¬ 
tions  are  more  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Britifii,  tliaa 
to  any  other  nation,  1  will  not  pretend  to  deter¬ 
mine  :  but  that  they  exiffed  in  tlicir  fullefi:  extent 


not 


A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 


3S4  ,  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY  [jULY, 

not  only  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Shields,  but  in  the 
minds  ot  four  other  Englldimen  who  were  with 
him,  was  unqueftionably  evident,  as  thefe  alfo 
by  the  fame  conveyance  font  notes,  requefting 
in  the  moft  earnefl:  and  ferious  manner  to  be  in¬ 
formed  as  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  profperity  of  old,  England,  from 
whence  they  had  all  been  abfent  fome  years,  at 
nearly  the  remotefi:  habitable  extent  of  the  globe, 
cut  off  from  all  conneftion  with  their  country, 
families,  and  friends. 

On  my  perufing  this  letter  I  concurred  with 
Mr.  Pnget  in  lamenting  our  not  having  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  meet  Mr.  Shields,  as  his  letter  in¬ 


dicated  him  to  be  an  intelligent  perfon,  from 
whom  in  all  probability  fome  valuable  informa¬ 
tion  might  have  been  procured. 

Mr.  Puget  fent  an  invitation  to  the  Ruffians 
by  the  Indians,  and  purfued  his  courfe  along  the 
ffiore,  which  from  point  Manby  took  a  diredion 
firff  N.  85  E.,  two  leagues,  and  then  N.  03  E., 
eight  miles  further  ;  here  the  land  falling  back 
formed  a  fmall  bay,  with  a  low  ifland  about  two 
miles  long  to  the  N.  E.  of  it,  from  wffience, 
the  coaft  extended  more  eafterly  tow^ards  an  open¬ 
ing  formed  by  two  bluft  points,  lying  nearly  eaft 
and  well  of  eacli  other  half  a  league  afunder  ;  the 
eafternmoll  of  thefe  points  named  by  Mr.  Puget 
Point  Latouche,  is  fituated  in  latitude  5Q°  5  P, 

lonsritude 
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longitude  220°  44|^;  the  lliores  were  com* 
pofcd  of  a  continuation  of  the  low  border,  ex^ 
tending  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains  to  the 
fea  fide,  they  were  nearly  ftraight  and  compadl, 
and  were  bounded  by  ice  or  frozen  fnow>  which 
alfo  greatly  abounded  in  the  above  opening, 
which  obtained  the  name  of  Digges’s  Sound. 
In  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  wind  being  un- 
favorable  to  the  vefibl’s  proceeding  in  its  exami¬ 
nation,  a  boat  was  difpatched  for  that  purpofc, 
and  fliortly  after  her  departure  a  number  of  ca¬ 
noes  made  their  appearance  to  the  fouthward, 
which  occafioned  fome  little  concern;  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  bay  are  reputed  to  be  a  treache¬ 
rous,  unfriendly,  and  barbarous  tribe.  Thefe  ap- 
prehenfions  w^ere  however  foon  done  away  by  a 
vifit  from  Mr.  Puget’s  old  Ruffian  acquaintance 
PortofF,  who  informed  him,  that  the  canoes 
which  had  occafioned  his  anxiety  belonged  to 
him,  and  were  then  filhing  for  his  Engllili  friends. 
This  was  foon  confirmed  by  their  carrying  on 
board  a  plentiful  fupply  of  halibut,  which  proved 
to  be  extremely  good,  and  was  very  acceptable.^ 
Thefe  canoes  contained  a  numerous  party  of  the 
Kodiak,  and  Cook’s  inlet  Indians  ;  many  of  them, 
w^erc  old  acquaintances,  but  not  a  fingle  native 
inhabitant  of  the  bay  was  in  the  party.  From 
PortOif  was  underftood,  that  he  had  quitted 
Cook’s  inlet  about  a  month  or  five  weeks  before, 
VoL.  V.  C  c  with 
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with  feven  hundred  ikiii  canoes,  carrying  about 
fourteen  hundred  Kodiak  and  Cook’s  inlet  Indians, 
with  nine '  Ruffians,  ail  under  his  directions,  on 
an  expedition  to  procure  fca  otter  and  other  furs; 
and  that  the  whole  party  were  now'  alfembled  in  ' 
this  bay.  Their  route  had  been  clofe  along  the 
coafl:,  and  in  a  fliallow  bay  about  eight  leagues 
to  the  eaftw^ard  of  cape  Suckling,  (mentioned  by 
me  early  in  the  morning  of  the  2.7th  of  June)' 
they  flopped  at  a  fmall  river  wdiich  empties  itfelf 
into  that  bay,  and  is  called  by  them  Rica^  malo, 
unala.  Its  entrance  is  obftrudled  by  a  bar,  on 
which  with  eafcerly  winds  the  fea  breaks  with, 
great  violence,  and  in  the  finefb  weather  is  only 
navigable  for  boats  ;  but  within  the  bar  the  depth, 
increafes  for  a  little  diftance,  and  then  it  flretchcs 
tow^ards  the  mountains ;  from  this  river  they  had 
gone  to  another  a  few  leagues  further  to  the  eafl- 
ward,  (probably  the  fame  opening  noticed  by  me 
at  noon  on  the  27th  of  June)  this  w^as  obflruCled 
by  a  fimilar  bar,  and  a  lefs  depth  of  water  within, 
it,  and  is  called  by  them  Fdko  holflie  unala.  Here 
Portoff  had  met  between  fifty  andffiixty  of  the  na¬ 
tive  Indians>  who  t reach croufly  murdered  one  of 
the  Ruffians  whilfl:  affeep  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  main  body;  on  dlfcovering  which  a  ikirmlfli 
had  enfued,  in  wdiich  fix  of  the  native  Indians 
were  killed,  and  their  chief  taken  prlfoner  ;  after 
this  they  quitted,  their  ftation,  and  flopped  at 

another 
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another  fmall  rivulet  on  the  caftern  fide  of  Icy 
bay,  from  whence  the  whole  party  had  come 
hither  about  fourteen  days  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Chatham.  In  addition  to  this  information, 
Portotf  faid,  that  a  very  dangerous  rocky  fhoal, 
about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  lies  by  compafs  in 
a  direcftion  S.  by  W.,  63  miles  from  a  place  called 
by  them  Leda  unala.  This  Mr.  Puget  conceived 
to  be  near  the  point  that  I  had  called  point  Piou. 
Portoff  hlmfelf  had  been  on  this  fhoal,  taking  fea 
otters,  and  dated  that  the  firfi:  difcovery  of  it  w^as 
owing  to  a  Ruffian  galiot  having  had  the  misfor¬ 
tune  fome  years  before  to  be  wrecked  upon  it ; 
two  of  the  crew"  wxre  drowned,  but  the  reft  ef- 
caped  in  their  boats.  Since  that  period  an  an¬ 
nual  vifit  had  been  made  to  it  for  the  purpofe  of 
killing  fea  otters,  which  are  there  met  wdth  ;  and 
as  it  generally  proves  advantageous,  Portoff  meant 
to  ftop  there  on  his  return. 

From  the  vSpaniards  alfo  I  afterwards  became 
acquainted,  that  a  very  dangerous  rock  exifted 
in  this  neighbourhood,  the  fituatioii  of  which 
they  had  taken  great  pains  to  afcertain,  and  had 
found  it  to  lie  S.  41  E.  from  cape  Suckling,  at 
the  diftance  of  20  leagues,  and  which  was  called 
iyy  them  Roca  Pamplona  ;  when  this  w^as  deli¬ 
neated  on  our  charts  it  appeared  to  lie  in  a  di¬ 
rection  'S.  77  E.,  diftant  eight  mules  from  the 
rocky  fnoai  deferibed  by  Portofl’;  hence  it  may 

C  c  2  be 
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be  inferred,  that  PortoiF  and  the  Spaniards  in¬ 
tend  the  fame  Ihoal,  though  it  is  not  ftated  by 
the  latter  to  be  fo  extenfive  as  by  the  former. 

It  is  without  doubt  dangeroully  fituated  for 
the  navigation  of  this  coatt,  and  it  may  poffibly 
have  proved  fatal  to  Mr.  Meares’s  confort,  Mr. 
Tipping,  who  with  his  veffel  w  as  never  heard  of 
after  leaving  Prince  William’s  found  in  1/80. 

The  Ruffians,  it  feems,  in  navigating  this  coafl 
make  but  little  ufe  of  the  compafs,  even  in  fteer- 
ing  for  the  above  fhoal ;  on  fuch  occafions  they 
depart  from  fome  particular  point  on  the  coafl:, 
lhape  a  courfe  by  the  land,  and  never  fail  to  hit 
upon  fome  part  of  the  flioal ;  and  hence  arifes  the 
probability  of  its  being  extenfive,  as  has  been  al¬ 
ready  mentioned. 

Portoff  alfo  Rated,  that  In  the  north- weft  part 
of  Controller’s  bay,  a  river  like  Riko  malo  tinala^ 
emptied  itfelf  over  thofe  fhoals.  This  I  had  like- 
wife  underftood  to  be  the  cafe  from  Mr.  Smyloff, 
but  1  left  that  circumftance  to  be  decided  by  the 
.Chatham. 

The  weather  in  the  forenoon  fell  calm  wdtli 
ftiowers  of  rain,  attended  with  a  rolling  fwell 
from  the  S.  W. ;  at  noon,  point  Latouche  bore 
by  compafs  N.  34  W.,  a  league  and  a  half  dif- 
tant  ;  the  neareft  fhore  N.  45  E.,  two  miles  dif- 
tant ;  and  an  opening  in  a  low  fhore,  which 
commenced  about  a  league  from  point  Latouche, 

taking: 
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taking  a  diredllon  S.  14  E.  bore  by  cornpafs  S. 

_  j 

78  E.  Shortly  after  noon  the  boat  that  had  been 
fent  to  explore  Digges’s  found  returned,  and  Mr, 
Puget  became  informed,  that  it  was  clofed  from 
fide  to  fide  by  a  firm  and  compadl  body  of  ice 
beyond.which  at  the  back  of  the  ice  a  fn?ttrl  inlet 
appeared  to  extend  N,  55  E,  about  a  league.  The 
depth  of  water  at  the  entrance  of  the  opening  is 
great,  and  on  its  north  eaft  fide  is  a  bay  which 
.afforded  good  anchorage,  but  had  a  mofi:  dreary 
afpedl  from  its  vicinity  to  the  ice  ;  notwlthftand- 
ing  which,  vegetation  was  in  an  advanced  ftate 
of  forw^a-rdncfi. 

From  the  time  of  the  Chatham’s  arrival  off 
point  Manby  to  this  fiiation,  the  foundings  were 
at  firfi;  from  5o  to  40  fathoms,  and  then  35  to 
20,  13  and  30  fathoms.  Digges’s  found  was  the 
only  place  in  the  bay  that  prefented  the  leaff 
profpedl  of  any  interior  navigation,  and  this  w^as 
neceffarily  very  limited,  by  the  clofe  connex3:ed 
range  of  lofty  fnowy  mountains  that  ftretched 
along  the  coaft  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fea 
fide.  Mr.  Puget’s  attention  w^as  next  directed 
to  the  opening  in  the  low  land, but  as  the  wind  was 
variable  and  adverfe  to  the  progrefs  of  the  veflel, 
a  boat  was  again  difpatched  to  continue  the  in- 
veftigation  of  thefe  fliores,  which  are  compact 
fiom  point  Latouche,  and  wxre  then  free  from 
ice.  This  opening  was  found  to  be  formed  by 

C  c  3  an 
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an  ifland  about  two  miles  long,  in  a  direction  S. 
50  E.  and  N.  50  W.  and  about  a  mile  broad, 
lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  main  land.  Oppofite  to  the  fouth  part  of 
this,  named  by  Mr.  Puget  Knight’s  Island, 
is  Eleanor’s  cove,  w^hich  is  the  eaftern  extremity 
of  Beering’s  bay,  in  latitude  59^44',  longitude 
220^  5l\  Knight’s  ifland  admits  of  a  navigable 
paffage  all  round  it,  but  there  are  fome  rocks 
that  lie  about  half  a  mile  from  its  weft  point, 
and  there  is  an  iflet  fituated  between  it  and  the 
main  land  on  its  north-eaft  fide.  From  Elea¬ 
nor’s  cove  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  S.  30  W. 
about  fix  miles  to  the  eaft  point  of  a  channel 
leading  to  the  fouth- weft,  between  the  ^conti¬ 
nent  and  fome  iflands  that  lie  oif*  it ;  this  was 
confidercdfto  dead  alone  the  fhores  of  the  main 

o 

land  to  point  Mulgrave;  and  in  the  event  of  its 
proving  navigable,  the  examination  of  the  bay 
would  have  been  complete,  and  the  veffel  brought 
to  our  appointed  place  of  meeting,  which  was 
now  fuppofed  to  be  -at  no  very  great  diftance. 
At  this  time  about  fifty  canoes  of  Portoff’s  party 
were  about  the  boat,  the  Indians  in  which  car¬ 
ried  on  an  advantageous  commerce  in  purchaiing 
white  fliirts,  ftockings,  cravats,  and  other  parts  of 
the  officers’  apparel,  (which  comforts  v/erc  rea¬ 
dily  parted  with)  for  fuch  things  as  were  deemed 
curiofitics,  confifting  of  bows,  arrows,  darts. 
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fj)ears,  filli-g^gs,  whale-gut  Ihirts,  and  fpecimens 
of  their  very  neat  and  curious  needle-work  ;  ar¬ 
ticles  with  which  thefe  people,  though  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  home,  wxre  well  provided,  in  ex¬ 
pectation  of  finding  a  profitable  market  before 
they  returned.  In  all  their  dealings  they  mani- 
fefted  great  kcennefs,  and  feemed  to  know  very 
well  what  they  were  about ;  yet  they  dealt  wdth 
the  ftricleft  honefty,  and  with  the  moft  implicit 
confidenee  of  being  fairly  treated. 


During  this  intercourfe,  tw^o  of  the  native  in- 
rhabitant-s  of  the  bay  paid  the  Chatham  a  vifit  ; 
and  after  the  ufual  ceremonious  fong  was  ended, 
they  repaired  on  board  wdthout  the  leaft  hefita- 
tion.  A  few  prefents  of  iron,  looking-glaffes, 
.and  other  trinkets,  feemed  to  have  the  effedl  of 


•making  them  feel  perfedfly  eafy  and  at  home  i 
not  a  moveable  efcaped  attention,  but  underwent 
.a  moft  minute  examination. 

In  the  evenlna;,  the  Kodiak  and  Cook’s  inlet 
party,  having  finiilied  their  commercial  bufinefs 
very  fatisfadlorily,  PortofF,  after  dlftrlbuting  a  few 
pinches  of  fnuff  to  fome,  and  hUlng  the  boxes  of 
others,  formed  them  into  three  dlvifions,  and 
.difpatched  them  all  in  queft  of  fca-otters  :  on 
this  fervlce  they  departed  wdth  the  greateft  cheer¬ 
ful  nefs,  vvhilft  PortofF  remained  on  board  the 
■Chatliam,  where  he  w  as  foon  joined  by  the  reft 

C  c  4  of 
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of  his  countrymen  and  the  other  fquadron  of  their 
Indian  party. 

In  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  Chatham  en¬ 
tered  the  channel  before  mentioned  (a  boat 
having  been  fent  forward  to  carry  on  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  continental  fliore) ;  here  the  depth 
of  water  was  thirty  fathoms.  After  having  ad¬ 
vanced  a  fhort  diftance,  the  channel  was  found 
to  unite  with  a  paffage  that  took  a  winding 
courfe  through  the  iflands  to  the  weftward,  and 
was  incommoded  with  many  rocks  and  huge 
flones,  fimilar  to  thofe  noticed  in  Cook’s  inlet. 

The  channel  leading  along  the  continent  was 
found  on  examination  to  be  not  more  than  fifty 
yards  wide,  though  nearly  at  high  water ;  for  a 
fmall  fpace  the  depth  was  only  fifteen  feet,  but 
it  quickly  increafed  to  ten  fathoms.  This  nar¬ 
row  fhallow  part  was  carefully  examined  as  it  ' 
was  pafl'ed  over;  the  depth  foon  increafed  to 
feventeen  fathoms,  when  port  Mulgrave  was 
feen ;  point  Turner  bearing  S.  33  W.  The 
number  of  native  vifitors  now  amounted  to  ten, 
who  feemcd  on  the  moft  friendly  terms  with  the 
Kodiak  party ;  one  of  the  former  by  figns  and 
words,  ufed  all  his  eloquence  to  point  out  the 
impoffibility  of  the  vefiel’s  paffing  through  this 
narrow  paffage,  and  that  ultimately  ffe  would 
return  by  the  fame  way  flic  was  going  ;  in  this, 

however. 
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however,  he  was  mlftaken,  for  by  keeping  in 
mid- channel  the  depth  was  no  where  found  to 
be  lefs  than  three  fathoms.  This  paflage  Is  about 
Ooo  yards  long,  lying  from  the  entrance  of  the 
channel  S.  Oo  W.  two  miles,  in  which  fpace  the 

continental  fhore  forms  a  fmall  bay,  and  to  the 

•/ 

fouthward  of  the  narrow  part  it  takes  a  more 
foutherly  dirediion ;  along  it  are  fome  iflets  and 
rocks,  and  the  weftern  fide  of  the  channel  is 
much  broken.  About  a  Ieae;ue  from  the  narrow 
part  the  depth  continued  to  be  from  ]  7  to  1 2 
fathoms,  until  a  flioal  was  reached  that  lies  acrofs 
the  paflage;  with  this  Mr.  Johnflione  had  been 
acquainted  on  a  former  viflt,  and  he  now  enter¬ 
tained  hopes  of  finding  a  fufficient  depth  for  the 
Chatham  to  pafs  over  it,  for  which  purpofe  a 
boat  was  difpatched  to  fearch  for  its  deepefl:  part. 
The  boat  had  fcarcely  put  off  when  the  depth 
of  water  fuddenly  decreafed  to  five  fathoms,  and 
the  veflbl  inftantly  grounded.  The  cutter  w^hich 
was  in  fhore  amongft  the  iflands  was  immiedl- 
ately  recalled,  and  attempts  were  made  to  heave 
the  Chatham  off',  but  it  being  then  falling  tide, 
they  proved  inefFedtual ;  and  as  it  was  near  the 
top  of  the  fprings,  a  bower  anchor  w-as  carried 
out,  and  a  flirong  purchafe  prepared,  lefl;  the 
vcflel  flnould  be  pinched  in  floating  the  next  tide. 

The  native  Indians  here  made  their  appearance 
again,  and  brought  With  them  a  fupply  of  excel¬ 
lent 
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lent  falmon ;  they  feemed  to  exult  in  the  cor- 
redlnefs  of  their  information,  and  perfifted  that 
no  paffage  for  the  vell'el  would  be  gained  by  that 
route  to  port  Mulgrave.  Mr.  Puget,  however, 
conceiving  that  they  had  now  proceeded  too  far 
to  abandon  this  defign  without  making  further 
,  attempts,  determined  to  give  it  another  trial. 

It  was  low  water  about  eight  in  the  evening, 
the  tide  not  having  fallen  more  than  fix  feet  per¬ 
pendicularly  fince  the  veiTel  had  grounded.  At 
this  time  the  boats  were  founding  for  the  deepeft 
"water,  when  the  tide  flov/ed  fo  much  fafter  than 
was  expected,  that  before  eleven  o’clock  the  vef- 
fcl  floated,  and  flie  was  hove  off  into  1 3  fathoms 
weter,  without  having  received  the  leaft  apparent 
damage.  Here  the  Chatham  remained  during 
the  night,  wdiich  was  dark  and  gloomy,  attended 
with  rain  and  a  frefli  eafterly  gale  of  wood.  The 
ebb  tide  on  the  morning  of  the  2Qth  fell  five  feet 
lower  than  it  had  done  on  the  preceding  even¬ 
ing  ;  this  afforded  a  perfect  view  of  the  furround- 
ing  flioals,  w^hich  were  in  moft  places  dry,  with 
tw’o  large  rocks.  Between  thefe  the  Chatham 
-had  grounded,  and  had  fne  been  fleered  a  few 
yards  only  to  the  right  or  left,  it  is  mofl  probable 
flie  w^ould  have  refled  on  one  of  them;  which 
would  have  endangered  her  overfetting.  About 
the  coiiclufion  of  the  ebb  a  boat  was  fent  to  ex¬ 
amine  two  places  on  the  bar  that  were  not  dry. 


one 
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one  of  thefe,  though  narrow,  w^as  found  to  be 
fufficicntly  deep  and  free  from  danger,  provided 
its  line  of  diredfion  was  marked  with  buoys  ;  this 
was  immediately  done,  and  at  half  flood  the 
Chatham  pafTed  through  it,  having  not  lefs  than 
three  fathoms  water,  which  foon  after  deepened 
to  fifteen  fathoms.  As  the  flioals  were  approached 
that  are  laid'  down  by  Mr,  Dixon  to  the  north- 
eafl:  of  point  Turner,  which  is  a  low  narrow  ftrip 
of  land  forming  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  ifland 
that  protedls  port' Mulgrave  from  the  ocean,  the 
depth  again  decreafed  to  four  and  three  fathoms 
and  a  half ;  but  by  palling  to  the  weftward  of 
the  mofi:  fouthern  of  thefe  flioals,  a  grood  channel 
was  found,  through  which  the  veffel  palled,  and 
about  noon  anchored  in  port  Mulgrave,  in  twelve 
fathoms  w^ater,  tough  clayey  bottom  ;  point 
Turner  bearina:  bv  com  oafs  S.  32  E.  ;  the. above 
flioals,  S.  65  to  S.  80  E. ;  mount  St.  Elias,  N. 
Oq  W.  ;  the  neareft  fhore  fouth,  three  cables 
length  ;  and  the  flioals  about  the  fame  diftance. 

Thus,  by  perfevering,  Mr.  Puget  made  his 
w^ay  through  a  channel,  which,  though  he  found 
pradlicable,  he  does  not  recommend  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  efpecially  as  the  communication  between 
port  Mulgra.ve  and  the  ocean  is  eaiy  and  com¬ 
modious,  by  the  paffage  to  the  fouth  and  w^ell- 
ward  of  point  Turner. 

I 

The  continental  Ihore  from  thefe  narrows  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  been  partly  examined  by  the  boat,  flie  was 
again  lent  to  fiaifli  the  furvey  of  it  to  cape  Phipps, 
the  eaftern  point  of  Beering’s  bay.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  fhe  returned,  having  accompliflied  this  fer- 
vice ;  by  w  hich  it  appeared,'  that  from  the  nar¬ 
rows  the  continental  fhore  takes  a  courfe  S.  28 
W.  for  about  a  league,  and  is  indented  with  fmall 
bays  or  coves,  and  that  there  are  many  iflets  ly- 
ina:  near  the  land.  At  a  little  diftance  from  a 
point,  lying  from  point  Turner  N.  80  E.  about 
a  league  diftant,  the  main  land  takes  firfl;  a  fouth- 
erly,  then  a  wefterly  and  north-weft  diredlion ; 
forming  a  rounding  bay  about  four  miles  acrofs 
to  cape  Phipps ;  which,  according  to  our  obfer- 
vations  is  fituated  in  latitude  5{f  33^  longitude 
220°  29^  point  Turner  lying  from  it  S.  77  E. 
diftant  two  miles.  About  the  fame  diftance 
withifi  ca}3e  Phipps  is  a  fmall  opening  in  the  low 
land  -accdffible  only  for  boats,  near  which  w^as 
found  an  Indian  village,  that  had  the  appearance 
of  having  been  very  recently  deferted ;  not  one 
of  its  former  inhabitants  was  to  be  fcen,  except¬ 
ing  about  fifty  dogs  that  were  making  a  moft 
dreadful  howling.  This  circumftance  gave  rife 
to  an  opinion,  that  the  arrival  of  Portolf’s  party 
in  this  neighbourhood  had  induced  the  native 
Indians  to  quit  their  habitations,  and  retire  to 
the  w'oods,  or  further  along  the  coaft  to  the  eaft- 
ward ;  and  Mr.  Puget  thinks  that  this  idea  was 

fuppoited 
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fupportcd  by  the  defcrlptlon  tliat  Portoff  firft 
gave  of  thefe  people,  as  being  a  treacherous, 
cruel  tribe,  by  whom  his  numerous  party  were 
kept  in  a  ftate  of  conftant  anxiety  for  their  ge- 
neral  fafety.  It  alfo  led  to  a  fuppohtion,  that  at 
fome  earlier  period  the  Huffians  had  made  ufe  of 
harfh  and  coercive  meafures  to  bring  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  bay  to  a  friendly  intercourfe ;  this, 
however,  had  been  pofitively  denied  by  PortofF, 
who  afferted,  that  no  Ikirmifli  w'hatever  had  hi¬ 
therto  taken  place  between  thefe  people  and  their 
modern  Ruffian  vifitors  ;  though  according  to  his 
own  ftatement,  he  had  at  that  time  met  with 
only  thirty  of  the  natives,  notwithflanding  that 
Mr.  Dixon,  in  the  year  1/87?  computes  their 
nurriber  to  be  feventy  ;  and  Mr.  Johnftone,  who 
vifitcd  this  bay  in  the  year  following,  is  of  opinion 
tliat  they  amounted  at  that  time  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  of  both  fexes,  and  all  ages.  This  appa¬ 
rent  difference  may  liovvever  be  owing  to  the 
w'andering  life  which  the  North  W  eft  Americans 
are  found  to  lead,  particularly  in  the  fummer 
feafon,  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  a  fupply  of 
fifli,  and  other  articles  of  food,  for  their  main¬ 
tenance  during  the  winter ;  and  as  it  was  after- 
w^ards  proved  that  thefe  ftiores  were  not  fo  thinly 
inhabited  as  had  been  imia2:;lncd,  the  ftatement 
made  by  Portoff  is  likely  to  be  correft. 

Portoff  was  not  at  this  time  on  board  the 

Chatham 
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Chatham,  and  Mr.  Puget  was  a  little  furprized 
at  receiving  a  meffage  from  him  by  one  of  the 
Ruffians,  inquiring  if  a  gold  watch-chain,  and 
jfeals,  were  miffing  from  the  veffcl,  as  the  captive 
Indian  chief,  who  had  been  permitted  to  fleep  in 
the  cabin  the  night  Portoff  remained  on  board, 
had  produced  thefe  valuables,  and  had  alledged 
that  he  had  received  them  as  a  prefent  from  Mr. 
Puget,  who,  until  that  inftant,  was  unconfcious 
of  his  lofs.  On  the  meffienger  being  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  theft,  he  replied,  that  Portoff 
would  deliver  them  up  the  next  morning,  which 
on  the  30th  he  accordingly  performed.  On  this 
occafion  Portoff  expreffed  great  indignation  at 
the  robbery,  and  confidered  himfelf  as  being  very 
fortunate  that  he  had  been  able  to  obtain  the 
chain  and  feals  uninjured,  and  to  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reftoring  them  whilfi:  he  had  the  powxr 
of  fo  doing.  Portoff  embraced  this  occalion  to 
inform  Mr.  Puget,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
2Sth,  wdiilft  he  and  his  whole  party  w^ere  on  one 
of  the  fmall  iflands  in  port  Mulgrave,  they  were 
furprized  by  a  vffit  of  about  fifty  of  the  natives  ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  fuperior  numbers  of  his 
party,  he  had  fo  little  confidence  in  the  courage 
of  the  Kodiak  and  Cook’s  inlet  Indians,  that  he 
w^as  extremely  anxious  to  be  quit  of  fuch  dan¬ 
gerous  vifitors,  and  had  determined  on  returning 
to  the  Kodiak  as  foon  as  the  Chatham  fliould 

leave 
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leave  the  bay ;  in  the  mean  time  he  purpofed  to 
remove  his  whole  Iquadron  from  its  then  ftation 
to  point  Turner.  For  this  purpofc  he  departed^ 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  ifi;  of  July,  he  return¬ 
ed  with  his  numerous  little  fleet,  and  pitched  his 
encampment  on  that  point. 

In  the  evenine:  the  Chatham  was  in  readinefs 
for  fea  agreeably  to  my  diredlions ;  but  as  the 
weather  during  the  day  had  been  pleafant  with 
a  fine  wefterly  breeze,  Mr.  Puget  was  in  conflant 
expedtation  of  feeing  the  Difeovery,  and  deemed 
k  moil:  prudent  to  remain  ftationary  until  the 
next  morning,  rather  than  riflv  a  longer  fepara- 
tion  by  proceeding  to  fea.  His  conjedlures  of 
the  Difeovery  being  nigh  at  hand,,  were  in  a  great 


meafure  confirmed  late  in  the  evening  ;  and  Mr. 
Manby  was  difpatched  as  before  related.  The 
next  morning  however  brought  no  tidings  to  the 
Chatham  either  of  Mr.  Manbv  or  the  veflek. 
but  as  it  had  been  previoufly  fettled,  that  Mr. 
Manby ’s  not  returning  fhould  denote  the  arrival 
of  the  Difeovery,  Mr.  Puget  concluded  fhe  was 
coming  into  port  Mulgrave,  and  remained  at  an¬ 
chor  in  that  expedlatlon. 

In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Puget  vifited  the  Ruffian 
encampment  on  point  Turner,  and  found  the 
whole  party  comfortably  fituated.  Portoff  had 
an  excellent  fmall  tent  made  of  Ptuffian  fail  cloth. 


which  feemed  to  be  appropriated  to  his  foie  ufc, 

and 
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^  and  as  a  depoiit  for  their  fire  arms,  ammunition^ 
and  other  articles  of  value ;  near  which,  an  Im 
dian  hut  was  eredted  for  the  refidence  of  the 
otker  Ruffians ;  the  captlte  chief  and  his  family, 
and  the  reft  of  the  party,'*  were  fo  fltuated>  that 
no  furprize  could  be  well  apprehended ;  their 
fpears,  formed  at  the  point  like  a  fpontoon,  were 
placed  near  each  habitation,  in  readinefs  to  a6t 
on  the  defenfive ;  and  their  daggers  and  other 
weapons  were  equally  well  dlfpofed.  Their  tern- 
porary  habitations  were  each  formed  by  two  ca¬ 
noes  placed  edgeways,  about  four  feet  afunder, 
and  their  paddles  conflituted  a  kind  of  roof,  over 
which  were  laid  thick  fklns  of  land  animals, 
which  effedtually  protedled  them  from  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather;  and  formed,  though  a 
fmall  and  low,  yet  a  comfortable  reftlng  place ; 
the  bottom  >belng  firft  covered  by  a  mat,  ftrewed 
over  with  clean  dry  grafs.  Many  fea  otters  that 
were  juft  brought  on  fhore  by  fome  of  the  Ko- 
.  diak  Indians,  gave  Mr.  Puget  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  their  manner  of  preparing  thofe  fklns, 
which  differed  materially  from  that  pradtifed  by 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  in  whole  pof-  i 

feflion  we  have  found  that  fpecies  of  fur.  Thefe  j 

people  drew  the  fklii  over  the  body  of  the  animal, 
without  making  any  incifion  either  in  the  back 
or  the  belly,  and  in  that  ftate  the  fk.lns  were  '  , 

hung  up  to  dry  ;  but  wRether  they  underwent 

any 
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any  other  proccfs  prior  to  their  being  fent  to 
market  was  not  underftood.  The  flefh  of  thefe 
animals  is  efteemed  to  be  a  very  great  daintv ; 
and  whilft  fome  were  employed  in  Winning,  the 
furrounding  company  were  bufily  engaged,  with 
their  knives,  in  feraping  the  blubber  or  fat  from 
the  carcafe,  and  in  that  raw  ftate  eating  it  with 
the  greatefl:  relifh.  The  reft  of  the  animal  was 
boiled,  with  the  wild  vegetables  procured  in  great 
abundance,  in  and  about  the  woods,  and  afforded 
the  party  an  excellent  repaft.  The  bones  of  the 
fea  otter,  with  thofe  of  all  other  amphibious  ani¬ 
mals,  are  preferved  with  the  greateft  care  by 
thefe  Indians,  but  for  what  purpofe  Mr.  Puget 
was  unable  to  learn.  Thofe  of  the  party  who 
were  not  thus  engaged,  feemed  to  be  induftriouhy 
employed  in  making  fuch  articles  of  curiofity  as 
found  the  moft  ready  market  amongft  their  Eng- 
lifla  friends. 

In  the  evening  the  canoes  that  had  been  fent 
with  Mr.  Manby  returned  without  him,  and  as 
they  brought  neither  letter  nor  meffage,  it  ferved 
to  confirm  Mr.  Puget  in  his  former  opinion,  that 
the  Difeovery  was  coming  into  port ;  efpecially 
as  the  wind  and  weather  were  extremely  unfet¬ 
tled,  and  confcquently  very  unfavorable  to  the 
examination  of  the  coaft  to  the  eaftwatd.  The 
arrival  of  a  large  party  of  native  Indians  the  next 
mornina;,  on  the  fouthern  fhore  of  the  main  land 
VoL.  V.  D  d  oppofite 
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oppofite  to  point  Turner,  threw  the  whole  Ruf¬ 
fian  encampment  into  a  ftate  of  confufion,  and 
caufed  every  preparation  to  be  made  for  acting 
on  the  defenfive ;  in  the  mean  time  the  captive 
chief  was  difpatched  in  a  Kodiak  canoe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  ufing  his  endeavours  to  bring  about  a* 
friendly  intercourfe,  and  to  eftablifli  a  good  under- 
dlanding.  On  this  occafion  feveral  melfages  paf- 
fed,  but  no  interview  took  place  between  the  two 
parties  during  the  day, which  was  very  unpleafant, 
the  wind  being  very  boifterous  from  the  eaftward. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  a  large  wooden 
canoe,  with  twelve  of  thefe  ftrangers,  vifited  the 
Ruffian  encampment,  and  were  welcomed  to  the 
fliore  by  a  fong  from  the  Kodiak  Indians ;  this 
compliment  being  returned  in  the  fame  way,  a 
conference  took  place ;  in  which  the  native  chief 
exerted  his  utmoft  eloquence  to  point  out  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  their  territories,  and  the  injullice  of  the 
Ruffians  in  killing  and  taking  away  their  fea  otters, 
without  making  them  the  fmallefi;  recompence. 
After  thefe  grievances  had  been  enumerated  with 
great  energetic  force,  the  chief  fent  a  fea  otter  fkin 
to  Portoff,  and  on  his  accepting  this  prefent,  a 
loud  fhout  was  given  by  both  parties :  this  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fong,  which  concluded  thefe  introduc¬ 
tory  ceremonies.  The  vifitors  now  landed,  and 
were  conducted  to  the  encampment,  where  the  ‘ 
friendly  reception  they  met  with,  induced  the 

chief 
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chief  to  difpatch  his  canoe,  with  fuch  Information 
to  the  reft  of  his  tribe,  that  they  foon  repaired  to 
point  Turner;  and  after  ftmilar  ceremonies  of 
fongs  and  dancing,  thefe  likewife  landed,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  fifty,  in  whofe  pofleffion  were  fix 
excellent  mufkets,  kept  in  the  high  eft  order,  and 
each  had  a  large  iron  dagger  that  hung  from  his 
neck  in  readinefs  for  immediate  fervice. 

But  as  no  confidence  could  be  placed  in  their 
profeffions  of  friendflilp,  fo  large  a  party  excited 
in  Portoff  the  moft  ferious  apprehenfions  for  the 
fafety  of  his  people,  efpecially  as  the  native  In¬ 
dians  took  up  their  abode  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
encampment ;  and  although  at  that  time  it  con¬ 
tained  nearly  nine  hundred,  whilft  the  number 
of  the  natives  did  not  amount  to  more  than  fe- 
venty  perfons,  amongft  whom  were  fome  women 
and  boys,  yet  he  greatly  dreaded  an  attack;  being 
confcious  that  the  major  part  of  his  people  would 
be  unequal  to  refift  the  impetuofity  of  fo  daring 
and  defperate  an  adverfary. 

Mr.  Puget  relieved  Portoff  of  his  dlftreflSng 
folicitude  by  the  ftrongeft  affurances,  that  fo  long 
as  the  Chatham  remained  in  his  neighbourhood, 
he  might,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  depend  on 
every  affiftance  in  his  power  to  afford,  as  alfo  in 
the  exertion  of  his  beft  endeavours  to  gain  thefe 
ftrangers  more  over  to  the  intereft  of  the  Ruffian 
party.  Thefe  offers  were  received  by  Portoff 

D  d  2  with 
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With  marks  of  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  as  he 
had  confidercd  his  fituatlon  as  being  extremely 
critical,  but  was  now,  from  Mr.  Puget’s  afiur- 
ances  of  protedtion,  made  perfedlly  eafy;  and  for 
the  purpofe  of  preferving  the  good  underftanding 
that  appeared  to  have  taken  place,  he  diftributed 
amongft  his  vifitors  fome  large  and  fmall  blue 
beads,  with  flieet  copper,  and  bracelets  made  of 
that  metal.  This  meafure  appeared  to  have  its 
dehred  effedl,  as  the  chief  and  his  party  fecmed 
to  be  well  pleafed,  and  foon  after  they  all  retired 
from  the  encampment,  apparently  well  fatisfied 
with  their  reception.  The  trivial  articles  given 
by  PortofF,  were  the  only  fpecies  of  merchandize 
the  Ruffians  had  with  them ;  even  thefe,  had 
been  brought  in  very  fmall  quantities ;  and  it 
would  appear  that  they  were  very  inadequate  to 
the  purchale  of  furs  from  the  tribes  or  nations, 
ill  the  more  fouth-eafiern  parts  of  this  coaft  ;  but 
a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the  native  inha¬ 
bitants  of  North  W ell:  America  to  the  eadward 
from  Prince  William’s  found  did  not  appear  to 
be  an  objedl  of  the  Pmffiari  purfuit. 

'  Late  in  the  evening,  Portoff  acquainted  Mr. 
Puget,  that  the  Difcovery  w’as  coming  round  the 
point ;  a  gun  was  immediately  fired,  and  Mr. 
Johnftone  difpatched  in  the  cutter ;  but  the 
vcffel  under  fail  foon  appeared  like  a  galliot, 
and  was  fuppofed  t;o  be  a  Piuffian,  until  the  re- 

turn 
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turn  of  Mr.  Johnftone  about  four  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  who  had  found  the  veifel  to  be  the  Jackall, 
which  anchored  near  point  Turner.  Here  Mr. 
Johnftone  learned,  that  llie  had  parted  from  the 
Difeovery  the  preceding  afternoon,  and  that  f!ie 
had  after  that  time  been  driven  fome  leagues  to 

O 

the  eaftward. 

As  Mr.  Puget  did  not  receive  by  this  vefTel  any 
letter  or  meflage,  he  ftlll  fuppofed  that  I  fliould 
return  to  port  Mulgrave,  to  wait  a  more  favor¬ 
able  opportunity  for  profecuting  the  furvey  of  the 
coaft.  The  weather  ftlll  continued  in  the  fame 
unfettled  ftate  until  the  evening,  when  the  clear- 

o 

ing  of  the  weftern  fky  ftrongly  indicated  a  fa¬ 
vorable  change.  In  the  morning  of  the  5  th  the 
whole  party  of  native  Indians  quitted  port  Mul- 
grave,  and  left  the  Ruffians  in  quiet  poffcffion  of 
point  Turner.  Before  their  departure,  their 
number  had  gradually  increafed  to  an  hundred 
and  upwards.  The  feveral  chiefs  had  occaiion- 
ally  vifited  Mr.  Puget,  who  made  them  all  pre- 
fents  of  fuch  articles  as  were  by  them  confidered 
valuable,  and  were  well  accepted.  Mr.  Puget 
mentions  alfo,  that  after  an  amicable  intcrcourfe 
had  been  eftablifhed  between  the  two  parties,  they 
entertained  each  other  with  fongs  and  dances,^ 
according  to  the  different  cuftoms  of  each  parti¬ 
cular  tribe. 

A  fine  breeze  having  fprung  up  about  noon 
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from  the  N.  W.  the  Chatham  quitted  port  Mul- 
grave.  Here  Mr.  Puget  ftates,  that  they  were 
enabled  to  procure  fome  tolerable  refrelhments ; 
the  fhores  produced  an  abundance  of  very  good 
wild  celery,  which  had  been  daily  boiled  with 
portable  foup  in  their  peas,  and  had  been  eaten 
alfo  as  fallad  ;  but  to  the  bounty  of  their  Ruffian 
friend  Portoff,  they  had  been  more  confiderably 
Indebted,  for  a  conftant  and  ample  fupply  of  fiffi, 
chiefly  halibut,  with  fome  few  cod  and  falmon. 
Thefe  were  all  he  had  to  beftow,  but  he  furnifli- 
ed  them  in  fo  handfome  and  fo  difinterefted  a 
manner,  as  plainly  indicated,  that  he  poflelTcd  a 
mind  and  difpofition,  not  only  capable  of  great 
acts  of  generofity,  but  highly  intitled  to  a  more 
relpedlable  poft  in  civil  foclety,  than  the  lot  of 
his  fortune  feemed  to  admit.  His  behaviour 
from  his  firft  vifit,  had  been  marked  by  a  Ready, 
uniform  line  of  conduiR,  that  manifefted  a  juft 
fenfe  of  thofe  obligations,  which  although  de¬ 
manded  by  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  are,  when 
fo  very  pleafantly  conferred,  deferving  the  high  eft 
commendations  ^and  acknowledgments ;  befide 
which,  Mr.  Puget  had  little  in  his  power  to  offer. 
Some  few  trivial  articles  were  however  moft 
thankfully  accepted  by  Portoff,  who  took  charge 
of  fome  books  likely  to  be  ferviceable  as  a  prefent 
for  Mr.  Shields,  to  whom,  and  like  wife  to  Mr. 
Berrenoff,  the  conductor  of  the  Company’s  af¬ 
fairs 
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fairs  at  the  Kodiak,  Mr.  Puget  wrote  in  fuch 
terms  of  the  conduft  of  this  honeft  failor,  as  he 
had  mofi:  richly  deferved. 

Mr.  Puget  concludes  the  account  of  his  tranf- 
aftions  at  this  place  by  noticing,  that  in  failing 
into  port  Mulgrave  it  is  neceffary  to  give  a  good 
birth  to  point  Phipps,  in  order  to  avoid  a  fmall 
reef  that  ftretches  from  it  into  the  fea.  From 
the  inner  or  north  point  of  this  cape,  point  Tur¬ 
ner  lies  S.  83  E.  diftant  two  miles  and  three 
quarters ;  this  point  is  bold,  and  muft  be  kept 
clofe  on  board,  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  the 
fhoals  that  lie  at  a  little  diftance  to  the  eaftward 
of  it ;  between  thefe  Ihoals  and  the  point,  good 
anchorage  is  found  in  8  to  14  fathoms,  clear  good 
holding  ground ;  the  variation  by  the  Chatham’s 
compafs  was  25®  eaftwardly  ;  the  rife  and  fall  of 
the  tide  perpendicularly  was  about  nine  feet,  and 
it  was  high  water  3  o'  after  the  moon  had  paffed 
the  meridian. 

The  dangers  in  Beering’s  bay,  particularly  be¬ 
tween  point  Manby  and  the  iflands  forming  port 
Mulgrave,  are  confidered  to  be  numerous,  lince 
feveral  rocks  were  feen,  jufi:  fhewing  their  heads 
above  water;  but  Mr.  Puget  had  not  leifure  to 
undertake  a  minute  examination  of  thefe  latent 
dangers,  or  of  the  iflands  juft  mentioned  forming 
the  port,  which,  by  its  fouth-eaftern  entrance,  is 
free  from  any  danger  or  interruption,  and  affords 

D  d  4  ample 
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ample  fpace  to  turn  in,  between  the  riiain  land 
and  the  iOand. 

Here  the  Chatham  was  employed  in  reaching 
the  ocean  with  a  wefterly  wind  until  fix  in  the 
evening,  when  her  courfe  was  diredted  for  Crofs 
found.  On  approaching  cape  Spencer,  a  dozen 
of  the  natives  in  one  canoe  vifited  the  brig,  all  of 
whom  expreffed  the  fame  want  of  confidence 
that  had  been  exhibited  to  us,  and  not  one  of 
them  would  venture  on  board,  without  a  hoftace 
^being  feat  into  the  canoe.  As  this  ceremony 
had  not  been  before  obferved  by  any  of  our  North 
Weft  American  vlfitors,  it  was  not  at  firil  com¬ 
prehended,  but  on  the  demand  being  underibood, 
Mr.  Puget  ordered  one  of  his  people  into  the 
canoe  ;  upon  which  the  chief  immediately  re¬ 
paired  on  board,  and  a  large  fupply  of  halibut 
was  foon  purchafed  with  iron.  Whilft  this  traffic 
was  going  on,  and  the  hoftage  remained  in  the 
canoe,  the  chief  feemed  perfedlly  fatlsficd,  and 
reconciled  to  his  fituatlon  ;  but  the  inftant  the 
man  was  dcfired  to  come  from  out  of  the  canoe 
on  board,  the  chief  returned.  This  exceffive  fuf- 
picion  and  diftruft,  which  had  been  by  no  means 
the  general  character  of  the  North  Vv^eft  Ameri¬ 
cans,  is  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for;  unlefs  it 
be  fuppofed,  which  is  too  much  to  be  apprehend¬ 
ed,  that  fome  of  tlieir  civilized  vifitors  had  given 
them  caufe  for  adopting  tlfis  precaution. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Pu  2:ct  and  the  ircntlemcn  on  board  the 

O  O 

Chatham  had  been  equally  deceived  Vvith  our- 
felves  by  the  appearance  of  the  ice,  and  had 
tacked  to  avoid  approaching  too  near  fonie  pieces 
which  they  had  fuppofed  to  be  rocks ;  but  after 
difeovering  the  mlllake  they  foon  joined  us,  as 
already  mentioned,  without  noticing  either  rocks, 
flioals,  or  other  interruption  in  failing  up  the 
found,  excepting  the  ice  before  mentioiiedi 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Tranfa5Iions  hi  Crofs  Sound- — Proceed  to  Sea — Ac^ 
count  of  a  Boat  Excurjton — Defcrlption  of  Port 
Althorp  and  Crofs  Sound — AJironomical  and 
nautical  Ohfervations. 

Although  the  weather  during  the  night, 
and  morning  of  Thurfday  the  loth,  had 
been  very  rainy,  yet  it  did  not  prevent  our  being 
vifited  by  the  natives  in  feven  or  eight  canoes, 
containing  men,  women,  and  children;  who, 
from  this  early  vifit,  we  had  great  reafen  to  fup- 
pofe  had  their  refidence  at  no  great  diftance.  It 
appeared  that  they  had  taken  up  a  temporary 
abode  on  one  of  the  two  fmall  branches  in  this 
cove,  for  the  purpofe  it  fliould  feem,  of  being 
our  near  neighbours.  Their  numbers  were  after¬ 
wards  fo  augmented  that  we  had  frequently  near 
an  hundred  about  the  velTels,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  weather  was  foggy,  rainy,  and  very 
unpleafant,  furniilied  us  with  a  tolerable  fupply 
of  halibut  and  falmon  ;  the  latter  was  of  a  very 
inferior  fort,  and  poffeffed  little  or  no  tafte  ;  in 
addition  to  thefe  eficntials,  they  di'fpofed  of  a 
Tew  indifferent  fea  otter  ffins  :  in  this  traffic 

they 
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they  dealt  very  honeftly,  and  in  the  other  parts 
of  their  condudl  they  feenied  to  fhew  an  open, 
cheerful,  and  lively  difpofition ;  yet  no  one  was 
inclined  to  trufi:  himfelf  in  our  power  on  board, 
although  on  lliore  they  wxre  affable  and  fanailiar* 

Since  our  arrival  on  the  coafi  this  feafon,  the 
ftate  of  my  health  had  been  too  indifferent  to 
allow  of  my  taking  any  fhare  in  the  feveral  dis¬ 
tant  boat  excurfions;  but  as  it  feemed  to  be  highly 
probable,  from  the  extremely  broken  appearance 
of  this  extenfive  opening  in  the  coaft,  that  Mr. 
Whidbey  might  be  led  to  a  great  diftance,  in 
land,  by  purfuing  the  continental  fhore,  and  by 
that  means  be  precluded  from  examining  the  va¬ 
rious  iflands  that  appear  to  lie  before  it,  and  to 
form  the  external  boundaries  of  this  found  ;  and 
confiderlng  myfelf  now  fufficiently  recruited  to 
be  equal  to  that  taflc,  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  14th  I  fat  out  for  that  purpofe,  but  by  noon 
I  was  obliged  to  return,  in  confequence  of  being 
feized  with  a  moft  violent  indifpofition,  wdiicli 
terminated  in  a  bilious  cholic,  that  confined  me 
for  feveral  days  to  my  apartments. 

During  my  abfence  a  fail  had  been  deferied  in 
the  offing,  which  had  been  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Jackall,  and  on  my  return  a  boat  w^as  fent  to  af¬ 
ford  her  every  affiftance  in  our  power.  At  three 
the  next  morning,  Tuefday.the  15th,  the  boat 
returned  from  the  veffel,  which  was  found  to  be 

a  brig 
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a  brig  named  the  Arthur,  commanded  by  a  Mn 
Barber,  belonging  to  Bengal,  but  laft  from  port 
Jackfon.  At  noon  fhe  anchored  in  this  port,  off 
the  ifland  forming  its  weftern  fide,  to  the  fouth 
of  the  ftation  we  had  taken.  The  Indians  were 
as  ufual  about  our  veflels,  bufily  employed  in 
commercial  dealings  ;  but  on  the  arrival  of  this 
veffel,  I  thought  it  proper  to  prohibit  the  pur- 
chafe  of  furs,  by  any  of  our  people. 

The  fame  very  unpleafant  weather  continued 
with  little  variation  ;  the  wdnd  blowing  a  ftrong 
gale  from  the  eaftward.  On  Friday  the  18th,  in 
the  afternoon,  our  amicable  intercourfe  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  w^as  in  fome  meafure 
interrupted,  by  one  of  them  having  been  detedled 
in  the  adl  of  ftealing  fome  of  the  low'er  part  of 
the  rudder  chains.  Some  mufkets  had  been  fired 
to  induce  thofe  in  the  canoe  to  return  their  prize 
to  no  effed.  ;  the  launch  was  therefore  fent  in 
purfuit  of  the  canoe,  and  juft  as  the  Indians  w^ere 
about  to  land  the  canoe  overfet,  by  wTich  acci- 

w 

dent  the  ftolen  goods  were  loft,  wdth  fuch  other 
valuables  as  they  had  collefted  during  the  day  ; 
and  the  party,  confifting  of  two  women  and  a 
man,  were  made  prifoners,  and  wdth  their  ca¬ 
noe,  brought  on  board.  The  three  delinquents 
wTre  ordered  into  irons ;  but  they  had  not  been 
long  fo  circumftanced,  before  I  received  a  very 
humble  petition  from  the  two  ladies,  who  on 

promifing 
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promifmg  they  would  not  again  be  found  fo  of¬ 
fending  were  liberated.  The  man  remained  In 
confinement  until  the  morning  of  Saturday  the 

1  Qth,  when  I  underftood  that  fome  fimilar  ads 

» 

had  been  committed  on  board  the  Chatham  ; 
this  information  induced  me  to  confider,  that 
making  an  example  of  the  thief  In  our  polTeffion, 
might  be  attended  with  the  defirable  effed:  of 
preventing  farther  mifdemeanors  ;  and  for  this 
reafon  he  w^as  puniflied  with  four  dozen  laflies, 
after  wdiich  his  canoe  was  returned  to  him,  and 
he  w^ith  his  ladies  were  difiniiled. 

On  this  corredion  being  inflided,  the  reft  of  the 
canoes  quitted  the  cove,  and  no  one  came  near 
us  until  Tuefday  the  22d,  wTen  one  only  came 
alongfide.  On  the  Indian  meeting  a  friendly  rc- 
cention,  his  nei2;hbours  w^ere  induced  to  follow^ 
his  example,  and  our  former  intercourfe  was  per- 
fedly  re-eftabliilied.  Among  the  number  who 
now  vifited  us,  was  one  of  the  wmmen  who  had 
been  overfet  in  the  canoe,  and  who  in  that  feuffle 
had  hurt  the  feparated  part  of  the  lower  lip  ;  but 
on  receiving  the  neceflary  furgical  afliftance  for 
healing  the  wmund,  for  which  purpofc  (lie  carac 
regularly  on  board  every  morning,  it  w^as  foou 
perfedly  healed. 

The  Arthur  failed  on  Wednefday  the  23d, 
and  on  the  Saturday  following,  the  20th,  the 
Jackal  arrived,  and  anchored  near  us ;  on  this 

uccafion 
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the  former  reftrldlions  as  to  the  purchafe  of  furs 
were  again  enforced. 

Mr.  Brown  ftated,  that  he  had  quitted  port 
Mulgrave  the  morning  after  the  Chatham  had 
failed, 'and  had  left  PortofF  and  his  party  at  point 
Turner  ;  but  on  his  meeting  with  a  hard  gale 
from  the  eaftward,  he  was  obliged  to  return  thi¬ 
ther,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  fpars,  and  with  ma¬ 
terial  damage  to  his  fails.  The  Ruffian  party  he 
Ibund  ftin  at  their  encampment,  but  underftood 
that  fix  of  the  Kodiak  Indians  had  been  captured 
by  the  native  inhabitants.  Portoff  requefted  Mr. 
Brown  w^ould  afford  him  fome  affiftance  to  re¬ 
gain'  bis  people ;  for  which  purpofe,  with  a  nu¬ 
merous  fleet  of  canoes,  and  one  of  the  Jackalf  s 
boats,,  Por toil  dire 61  ed  his  courfe  up  the  bay,  and 
fbon  met  with  the  hoftlle  Indians,  who,  after  a 
long  difeuffion  delivered  up  five  of  their  prlfoners, 
and  in  return  received  five  of  their  comrades,  be- 
,  ing  part  of  a  number  wdilch  in  retaliation  the 
Ruffians  had  captured,  but  the  remainder  of  the 
party  amounting  to  twelve  men  and  w^omen, 
were  detained  by  Portoff,  until  the  other  Kodiak 
Indian  ffiould  be  reftored.  Mr.  Brown’s  fecond 
vifit  to  port  Mulgrave  was  of  fliort  duration,  and 
Portoff  with  his  numerous  fleet  quitted  it  a  iew 
hours  before  his  departure. 

W e  were  now  in  hourly  expeffatlon  of  the 
party’s  return  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Whid- 

bey. 
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bey,  for  the  comfort  and  even  fafcty  of  whom, 
it  was  not  poffible  for  us  to  avoid  having  the 
moft  anxious  folicitude,  as  the  weather  that  had 
generally  prevailed  fmce  our  arrival  in  this  place, 
had  been  of  an  extremely  unpleafant  nature.  In 
the  afternoon,  however,  we  were  very  agreeably 
relieved  from  our  anxiety  for  their  welfare,  by 
their  returning  all  in  good  health  and  fpirits  ;  after 
having  traverfed  the  continental  fhore  fo  far  as 
to  be  within  about  20  leagues  of  cape  Decifioii, 
from  whence  a  clear  channel  had  been  feen  into 
the  ocean.  To  this  ftation  a  good  inland  navi¬ 
gation  had  been  found,  excepting  that  in  an  eaf- 
tetly  direction  from  the  anchorage  of  the  veffels 
at  the  diftance  of  about  10  leagues,  the  paffage 
though  fufRciently  fpacious,  was  at  that  time 
greatly  incommoded,  and,  in  fome  places,  nearly 
clofed  by  large  fragments  of  floating  ice.  This 
inconvenience  having  already  occafloned  us  much 
annoyance,  and  moments  of  the  moft  anxious 
concern,  I  did  not  choofe  to  combat  again  fuch 
difficulties,  efpecially  as  by  purfuing  our  route 
by  the  ocean,  it  would  afford  us  an  opportunity 
of  delineating  the  exterior  coaft ;  and  as  Mr. 
Johnftone  had  accomplifhed  the  fervice  which 
want  of  health  had  prevented  my  effeding,  I  di¬ 
rected  every  thing  to  be  taken  from  the  fhore, 
and  the  veffels  prepared  for  failing  the  next  morn- 
insc :  but  it  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  Mon- 

day 
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day  the  28th  that  the  wind  permitted  us  to  move, 
when,  with  a  light  air  from  the  north,  and  with 
the  affiftance  of  all  our  boats,  v/e  w’ere  enabled 


to  get  out  of  the  port,  w^hich  I  have  named  Port 
Althorp.  W^e  had  no  fooner  arrived  in  the 
ibund  than  the  breeze  died  aw-av,  and  the  flood 
tide  obliged  us  to  anchor  until  one  o’clock.  At 
this  time  a  breeze  again  fprang  up,  bat  being 
from  the  S.  W.,  wx  were  employed  until  mid¬ 
night  in  turning  out  of  the  found.  We  flood  to 
and  fro  off  cape  Crofs  to  w^alt  the  return  of  day, 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  examination  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  coaft  fouthward  towards  cape  Decifion, 
w^hich  w'as  now  difeovered  to  be  either  the  coaft 
of  a  long  ifland,  or  an  archipelago  extending  to 
the  latitude  of  55*^  15\  and  probably  further 
ibuth.  Near  its  fouth-caftern  extremity,  I  in¬ 
tended  to  take  the  firft  convenient  fltuation  that 


might  offer  for  the  vcffels,  wliilft  the  boats  were 
employed  in  completing  the  furvey  of  the  fmall 
portion  of  the  continental  fliore  that  now  re¬ 
mained -for  our  examination. 

Previoufly  how^ever,  to  my  proceeding  in  this 
part  of  my  journal,  I  fhall  ftate  the  fcrvices  per¬ 
formed  by  Mr.  Whidbey  during  his  late  excur- 
fion,  which  according  to  the  direhlions  he  re¬ 
ceived  commenced  on  the  forenoon  of  the  loth 
from  cape  Spcnccr,  with  very  thick  foggy  un- 
pleafant  weather;  this  Inconvenience,  in  addi- 
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tlon  to  the  immcnfc  numbers  of  huge  pieces  of 
floating  ice,  very  much  retarded  his  progrefs 
acrofs  the  found.  Having  at  length  effefted  this 
object,  the  continental  iliore  from  the  cape  above- 
mentioned  was  found  to  take  nearly  a  north  di- 
redlion  for  about  three  leagues  to  a  low  pebbly 
point ;  N.  N.  W.  from  which,  five  miles  further, 
a  fmall  brook  flowed  into  the  found,  and  on  its 
northern  fide  ftood  the  ruins  of  a  dcferted  Indian, 
village.  To  reach  this  ftatlon,  the  party  had  ad¬ 
vanced  up  an  arm  about  fix  miles  wide  at  its  en¬ 
trance,  but  which  had  decreafed  to  about  half 
that  width,  and  their  further  progrefs  was  now^ 
flopped  by  an  immenfe  body  of  compadl  perpen¬ 
dicular  ice,  extending  from  iliore  to  fhore,  and 
connedled  with  a  range  of  lofty  mountains  that 
formed  the  head  of  the  arm,  and  as  it  were,  gave 
fupport  to  this  body  of  ice  on  each  fide.  Their 


courfe  was  now  diredled  acrofs  the  arm,  and  on 
its  caflern  fide,  compelled  by  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  the  party  flopped  until  it  fliould 
prove  more  favorable  to  their  purpofe.  Thefe 
fhores  are  compofed  of  a  border  of  low  land, 
which  on  high  tides  is  overflown,  and  becomes 
broken  into  iflands.  Flere  wxre  eredled  two  pil¬ 
lars  fixtecn  feet  high,  and  four  icet  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  painted  white  ;  on  the  top  of  each  w^as 
placed  a  large  fquare  box  ;  on  examining  one  cf 
them  it  w^as  found  to  contain  many  afiics,  and 
VoL.  V.  Ee  pieces 
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pieces  of  burnt  bones,  which  were  confidercd  to 
be  human  ;  thefe  relidls  were  carefully  wrapped 
up  in  Ikins,  and  old  mats,  and  at  the  bafe  of  the 
pillars  was  placed  an  old  canoe  in  which  were 
fome  paddles. 

The  weather  in  the  night  w^as  dark  with  con- 

1.  J 

ftant  rain,  and  on  the  following  morning  it  im¬ 
proved  but  little;  yet  as*  it  permitted  the  party 
to  fee  from  point  to  point,  Mr.  Whidbey  profe- 
cuted  his  rcfearches,  and  found  the  fliores  of  the 
icy  barrier  taking  a  diredtion  S.  5  3  E.  four  leagues 
and  an  half,  to  a  point,  which  I  have  called 
Point  Wimbledon,  lying  from  cape  Spencer 
N.  5  3  E.,  diftant  eleven  nalles.  In  paffing  this 
fpace,  they  were  obliged  to  make  their  w^ay 
through  a  great  quantity  of  floating  ice,  and  be¬ 
tween  three  frnall  rocky  iflands  lying  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  main  land,  which  oppofite  to 
thefe  iflands  terminates  in  fteep,  rugged,  rocky 
cliffs.  This  point  forms  the  north- weft  point  of 
entrance  into  an  extenfive  branch  of  the  found 
extending  to  the  eaftward ;  its  oppofite  point  of 
entrance,  wdiich  I  named  Point  Lavinia,  is 
the  north -eaft  point  of  port  Althorp,  and  lies 
from  it  S.  12  E.,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  miles.  Be- 
twxen  tiicfe  points  is  a  group  confifting  of  one 
low,  and  two  high  rocky  iflands,  with  fome  rocks 
and  iflets  about  them  ;  from  hence  the  Ihore  took 
a  circular  dircdlioa  to  the  i^.  N.  E.  for  about  a 
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Icag!:ue,  and  formed  the  weftern  entrance  of  a 
fmaller  branch  about  two  miles  wide,  extending 
to  the  north  and  north -weftward  ;  at  the  entrance 
of  which,  In  mid-channel  was  only  found  18  hi- 
thorns  water ;  a  clrcumftance  we  had  been  little 
accuftomcd  to  meet  wdth  in  our  examination  of  the 
feveral  branches  of  this  very  extraordinary  coun¬ 
try  ;  as  in  almoft  every  other  inftance  their  depth 
had  been  far  greater  than  we  had  been  provided 
to  reach.  Up  this  opening  the  party  advanced 
nearly  in  a  north-weft  direction  about  two  leagues, 
where  their  further  progrefs  was  nearly  flopped 
by  flioals,  rocky  iflets,  and  rocks,  extending 
acrofs  the  branch,  which  decreafed  to  about  a 
mile  in  width,  and  for  the  fpace  of  about  tW'^o 
miles,  was  occupied  by  thefe  iflets  and  rocks  ; 
beyond  them  on  the  weftern  fliore  was  a  fmall 
fliallow  opening,  that  appeared  to  communicate 
wdth  one  of  a  flmllar  defcription,  and  w^hich  had 
been  noticed  in  the  other  arm  a  few  miles  below 
the  icy  barrier,  but  was  too  fliallow  to  be  ap¬ 
proached  by  the  boats.  About  four  miles  from 
hence  in  a  northerlv  dlrcflion  this  branch  finally 
clofed,  being  in  moft  places  greatly  encumbered 
wdth  ice.  On  the  return  of  the  boats,  tliey  wxrc 
much  Incommoded  by  the  flioals  that  extend 
from  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  arm,  to  within 
half  a  mile  of  its  fouth-w^ft  fide.  About  its  en¬ 
trance  the  foundings  were  regular,  of  a  mode- 

E  e  2  '  rate 
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rate  depth,  and  afforded  good  and  fcciire  ancho¬ 
rage  ;  but  at  this  feafon  veflels  would  be  much 
inconvenienced,  by  the  immenfe  quantities  of 
floating  ice  ;  this  impediment,  in  addition  to  the 
weather  being  again  very  foggy,  flopped  the  pro- 
grefs  of  their  refearches  early  in  the  afternoon, 
and  obliged  them  to  retire  about  a  league  within 
the  entrance  on  the  eaftern  fhore.  About  ten  of 
the  natives  in  two  canoes  had  been  met  with, 
who  had  conducted  themfelves  in  a  very  civil  and 
friendly  manner.  Toward  the  evening  and  in 
the  night,  the  ice  accumulated  fo  much  as  to 
threaten  deflrudion  to  the  boats,  which  under  the 
circumflances  of  their  fituation,  could  not  without 
inconvenience  and  delay  be  hauled  on  fnore  :  the 
utmoft  vigilance  of  the  party  became  requlfite  to 
prevent  their  being  damaged,  which  was  happily 
effected,  though  with  the  lofs  of  a  grapnel,  as  the 
Chatham’s  cutter  had  by  the  ice  been  unavoid¬ 
ably  forced  adrift.  This,  though  an  important 
lofs,  (none  of  the  boats  having  a  fpare  grapnel)- 
was  foon  corapenfated  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr. 
.Le  Mefurler,  who  had  the  command  oFthe  cut¬ 
ter,  and  who  immediately  conflrudled  one  of 
w'ood,  that  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  an  iron  one 
extremely  well,  during  the  reft  of  the  excurfion. 

The  morning  of  the  i  2th,  though  unplcafant, 
was  rather  more  favorable  to  their  purfuit,  which 
was  ftili  greatly  impeded  by  the  ice.  From  the 

eail 
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eaft  point  of  this  branch,  which  I  have  called 
Point  Dun  das,  fituatcd  in  latitude  58°  21^, 
longitude  224°  P,  the  coafi:  takes  an  irregular 
E.  N.  E.  direftlon  about  feven  miles  to  a  point, 
from  whence  this  brailch  of  the  found  appeared 
to  be  very  extenfive  in  an  E.  S.  E.  point  of  view, 
and  was  upwards  of  three  leagues  acrofs.  The 
party  proceeded  from  point  Dundas  to  this  fta- 
tion,  throuidi  a  channel  from  two  to  three  miles 
in  width,  between  the  continental  fliore,  and  an 
ifland  about  feven  miles  long  and  three  miles 
broad,  lying  in  a  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  dlreftion.  This 
fpacious  inlet  prefented  to  our  party  an  arduous 
tafk,  as  the  fpace  between  the  fnores  on  the  nor¬ 
thern  and  fouthern  fides  feemed  to  be  intirely 
occupied  by  one  compadl  fheet  of  ice  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  diftin 
malned  at  this  point  they  were  vlfited  by  the  na¬ 
tives  in  fcvcral  canoes,  that  had  come  out  from 
a  fmall  fiiallow  brook  a  little  to  the  weftward  of 
the  point.  Excepting  a  few  indifterent  fca  otter 
lEins,  thefe  people  brought  with  them  no  articles 
for  traffic.  To  the  north  and  eaft  of  this  point, 
the  ffiores  of  the  continent  form  tvvm  large  open 
bays,  which  w^ere  terminated  by  compadl  folid 
mountains  of  ice,  nfing  perpcndicuiarly  from  the 
w^ater’s  ed2;c,  and  bounded  to  the  north  by  a 
continuation  of  the  united  lofty  frozen  mountains 
that  extend  eaft  ward  from  mount  Fairweathcr. 

E  c  3  Tn 
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In  thcfe  bays  alfo  were  great  quantities  of  broken 
ice,  which  having  been  put  in  motion  by  the 
fpringlng  up  of  a  northerly  wind,  w^as  drifted  to 
the  fouthvvard,  and  forcing  the  boats  from  the 
northern  {bore,  obliged  them  to  take  fhelter  round 
,  the  north-caft  point  of  the  above  iiland.  This 
made  Mr.  Whidbey  apprehenfive,  that  the  ftlll 
apparent  connedted  body  of  ice  from  fide  to  fide, 
W'ould  at  leng-th  oblia^e  him  to  abandon  his  re- 

O  Cj 

fearches  by  this  route,  unlefs  he  fliould  find  it 
pofiible  to  force  a  paflage  through  this  formidable 
obftrudlion. 

In  attempting  this,  the  party  fucceeded  far  be- 
yond  their  expectations,  for  they  gained  an  open 
navigation,  and  by  four  in  the  afternoon  arrived 
at  a  low  and  nearly  round  ifland  about  two  leagues 
in  circuit,  lying  from  the  former  iiland  N.  83  E., 
diftant  three  leagues.  This  iiland  is  moderately 
elevated,  its  flrores  pleafant  and  ealy  of  accefs, 
and  well  ftocked  with  timber,  moftly  of  the  pine 
tribe.  It  prefented  a  much  more  inviting  ap¬ 
pearance  than  tliey  had  been  t'-ccufiiomed  to  be¬ 
hold,  and  the  wind  and  v/eather  being  more  fa¬ 
vorable  than  for  fome  time  paft,  they  continued 
along  the  continental  fliore,  pafling  whthin  fome 
illets  that  He  about  a  league  to  the  eaftward  of 
the  round  iiland,  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
it  became  calm,  and  the  party  refted  for  the 
night  at  the  entrance  of  a  brook,  in  a  bay  on  the 

northern 
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iiorthern  or  continental  fliore,  which -from  the 
round  illand  lies  S.  82  E.,  diftan^  ten  miles.  Here 
in  the  morning  of  the  ]  3th  they  were  vifited  by 
nltecn  Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  wdio 
conducled  themfelves  in  the  moft  civil  and  af¬ 
fable  manner,  and  took  muxh  pains  to  explain, 
that  they  had  recently  been  engaged  in  a  war  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  branch, 
in  which  they  had  been  beaten,  and  pointed  to 
a  deferted  village,  where  thofe  of  their  comrades 
who  had  fallen  had  been  buried.  Thefe  people 
appeared  to  be  a  part  of  a  very  poor  tribe,  and 
'had  fcarcely  any  thing  to  difpofe  of;  for  wdiich 
rcafon  Mr.  Whldbey  made  them  prefents  of  fomc 
few  trivial  articles,  wdiich  were  very  thankfully 
received,  and  then  he  refamed  his  examination, 
and  found  the  continent  from  the  laid  mentioned 
,opeii  bay  compadl,  and  taking  a  courfe  fomc- 
w^hat  irregularly,  S.  50  E.  feven  leagues,  to  a 
.point,  which  I  called  after  the  feat  of  my  ancef- 
-tors.  Point  Couverden,  where  the  obferved 
latitude  wxis  58^  12f  longitude  225^^  /k  At  the 
difance  of  tw'o  miles  to  the  north- weft  oi  this 
point,  the  party  'paffed  a  fmall  cove  with  an 
ifland  lying  before  it,  and  half  a  league  fouth  of 
the  point,  a  high  barren  rocky  Met. 

The  branch  that  had  been  thus  navigated,  was 
here  about  five  or  lix  miles  wide,  and  at  this  fta- 
tion  was  united  w  ith  a  very,  cxtenfive  arm,  takin 
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a  S.  S.  E.  and  N.  N.  W,  diredliofi.  The  latter 
becoming  the  firft  objeft  of  attention,  the  boats 
proceeded  to  the  northward,  along  the  weftern 
or  continental  fhore,  which  in  this  neighbour¬ 
hood  conftituted  a  narrow  border  of  low  land, 
well  wooded  and  with  ftately  trees,  moftly  of  the 
pirie  tribe,  behind  which  ftill  extended  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  lofty  fnowy  mountains.  About 
two  miles  to  the  north  of  point  Couverden  were 
palled  one  fmall  illand  and  three  rocky  iflets ; 
one  of  which  lies  nearly  in  mid-channel,  and 
having  advanced  about*  four  or  five  leagues  up 
this  arm,  the  oppofite  fhore  that  had  appeared  to 
be  compacfl  now^  feemed  to  be  broken.  The  pro- 
grefs  of  the  party  in  this  purfuit  was  greatly  re¬ 
tarded  by  a  Irefli  northerly  wdnd,  and  a  conftant 
ftream  fetting  againff  them,  fo  that  it  was  noon 
on  the  14th  before  they  reached  a  point  lying 
N.  1 0  W.  from  point  Couverden ;  where  Mr. 
Whidbey  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  58°  35h 
From  this  point  the  eaftern  lliore  of  the  arm  ftill 
presented  the  fame  broken  appearance,  but  that 
along  which  they  had  paffed  was  firm  and  corn- 
pad:,  indented  with  a  few  coves,  and  fome  iflets 
and  rocks  lying  near  it.  Both  fides  of  this  arm 
were  bounded  by  lofty  fmpendous  mountains, 
covered  with  perpetual  ice  and  fnow,  w^hilft  the 
fliores  in  this  neighbourhood  appeared  to  be 
compofed  of  clifik  of  very  fine  flatc,  interfperfed 

with 


KOUxVD  THE  WORLD. 


425 


3  79^.] 


"vvith  beaches  of  excellent  paving  ftonc.  This 
point  forms  a  projecting  promontory,  about  a 
league  long,  in  a  northerly  direction,  from  which 
the  continental  fhore  ftill  continued  In  the  above 
line  about  nine  miles,  where,  near  a  foiall  brook, 
the  party  refted  for  the  night.  Mpft  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  had  been  foggy  and  rainy,  the  latter 
increafed  greatly  during  the  night,  and  detained 
them  until  nine  in  the  forenoon  of  the  15th; 
when,  having  a  gentle  breeze  in  their  favor,  they 
proceeded  along  a  ftraight  and  compaCt  fliore, 
and  by  noon  reached  a  fmall  iflet,  where  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  w-as  5  8"  54C  longitude  224"  4/^ 
This  iflet  is  about  two  miles  from  the  wefiiern 
Ihorc  of  the  main  channel,  which  ftill  continues 
to  be  five  miles  wide.  Another  iflet  lies  to  the 
north,  between  it,  and  the  fouth  point  of  an 
Ifland  about  five  miles  long  and  a  mile  broad, 
lying  along  the  weftern  fliore,  and  forming  a 
channel  that  is  about  a  mile  wide,  having  at  its 
fouthern  entrance  fhoals  that  extend  nearly  from 
fide  to  fide.  Up  this  channel  the  boats  paffed, 
and  found  the  continental  fliore  now  take  a  di¬ 
rection  N.  22  W.  nine  miles  from  the  above  iflet, 
to  a  point  wliere  the  arm  narrowed  to  two  miles 


acrofs  ;  from  whence  it  extended  ten  miles  fur¬ 
ther  in  a  direction  N.  30  W.  where  its  navigable 
extent  terminated  in  latitude  5Q"  1  2h  longitude 
224"  33fi  This  ftaticn  was  reached  in  the  morn- 
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ingot  the  iGib,  after  paffing  feme  Wets  and  fome 
rocks,  nearly  hi  mid- channel.  Above  the  north- 
ernmoft  of  theie  (which  lies  four  miles  below  the 
llioal,  that  extends  acrofs  the  upper  part  of  the 
arm,  there  about  a  mile  in  width)  the  v/ater  was 
iound  to  be  perfehlly  frefh.  Along  the  edge  of 
this  ilioal  the  boats  paffed  from  fide  to  fide  in  fix 
feet  water,  and  beyond  it,  the  head  of  the  arm 
extended  about  half  a  league,  wdiere  a  fmall  open¬ 
ing  in  the  land  was  fecn,  about  the  fourth  of  a 
mile  wide,  leading  to  the  north-weftward,  from 
whence  a  rapid  liream  of  freili  water  rufhed  over 
the  fhoal ;  but  this,  to  all  appearance,  was  bound¬ 
ed  at  no  great  diftance  by  a  continuation  of 
.  the  fame  lofty  ridge  of  fnowy  mountains  fo  re¬ 
peatedly  mentioned,  as  Wretching  eaftwardly 
from  mount  Fair  weather,  and  which,  in  every 
point  of  view  they  had  hitherto  been  feen,  ap¬ 
peared,  to  be  a  firm  and  clofe-connefted  range  of 
.  ftupendous  mountains,  for  ever  doomed  to  fup- 
port  a  burthen  of  undiifolving  ice  and  fnow.  It 
was  here  remarked,  that  notwithfiiandlng  the 
quantity  of  frcfii  water  which  flowed  into  this 
arm  from  the  brook  juft  mentioned,  the  fliores 
were  perfeclly  free  from  fnow  or  ice,  although 
they  were  three-fourths  of  a  degree  to  the  north 
of  thofe  parts  that  had  undergone  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  party  in  the  early  part  of  their  prefent 
expedition;  where  they  had  been  much  annoyed 
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by  ice,  and  it  became  another  inftance  of  the  local 
exiftence  of  theie  fubftances. 

It  may  reafonabJy  be  prefumed  that  this  ftream 
is  alone  indebted  for  its  exiftence  to  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  Inow  and  ice  in  its  vicinity  at  this 
feafon  of  the  year;  as  it  feemed  to  be  too  incon- 
fiderable,  and  the  adjacent  mountains  appeared 
to  be  too  compact,  to  admit  of  its  deriving  its 
fource  from  any  other  caufe. 

Up  this  brook,  the  Indian  party,  which  had 
now  accumulated  to  upwards  of  an  hundred, 
gave  our  gentlemen  to  underftand,  that  eight 
chiefs  of  great  confequence  refided,  and  they  fo- 
licited  the  party,  wdth  much  earneftnefs,  that 
they  would  remain  in  that  neighbourhood  fome 
days,  to  give  the  chiefs  an  opportunity  of  paying 
them  a  vifit.  Inquiries  wxre  made  for  the  chief 
of  the  tribe  then  prefent,  but  no  one  of  the  In¬ 
dians  aftumed  that  charafter.  Their  behaviour 
w^as  peaceable,  civil,  and  friendly;  but  our  party 
having  a  more  important  objedi;  to  purfue  than 
that  of  receiving  new  vifitors,  declined  the  pro- 
pofed  civility,  and  returned  dowm  the  arm,  along 
the  eaftern  fiiore,  which  w^as  low,  indented  into 

I 

fmall  bays  and  coves,  and  appeared  to  be  a  border 
that  extended  from  the  bale  of  the  mountains 
that  He  behind  it,  and  which  took  a  direeftion  S. 
40  E.,  4i  leagues  to  a  point  that  obtained  the 
name  of  Point  Suouction,  in  confequence  of 

the 
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the  artful  chara6tcr  of  the  Indians  who  are  laid 
to  rcfide  in  its  neigihbourhood. 

From  this  point  lies  a  range  of  fm all  iflands 
about  four  miles  in  a  fouth  diredlion.  The  fouth- 
ernmoft  is  a  flat  barren  rock,  but  on  the  others, 
trees  were  produced.  From  hence  the  oppofitc 
fliore  forming  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  arm  was 
about  two  miles  diftant,  and  at  this  point  a  branch 
of  it  extended  N.  18  W.  about  eleven  miles;  and 
file  wed  that  what  had  been  taken  for  a  low  border 
uniting  with  the  mountains,  was  a  narrow  ftrip 
of  land  from  one  to  two  miles  acrofs.  This  branch 
after  winding  in  a  weflerly  diredfion  about  three 
miles  further,  terminated  this  extenfive  arm  in 
its  north- wxfterly  direcftion,  by  low  land  formed 
immediately  at  the  foot  of  high  ftupendous  moun¬ 
tains,  broken  into  deep  gullies,  and  loaded  with 
perpetual  ice  and  fnow. 

Through  the  low  land  uniting  with  the  nar¬ 
row  fiirip,  flows  another  brook,  much  fmaller 
than  the  former,  but  originating  apparently  from 
a  fimilar  caufe,  the  diifolving  ice  and  fnow.  On 
this  low  fplt,  as  alfo  on  the  border,  feveral  very 
large  pine  trees  were  feen,  with  fome  birch  and 
fmall  alder  trees.  The  examination  to  this  ex¬ 
tent  occupied  the  party  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  iGth;  when  they  returned  along  the  eaftern 
fliore,  which,  as  they  advanced  to  the  fouth,  be¬ 
came  high,  ftcep,  and  craggy. 


On 
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On  this  occafioii  it  may  not  be  improper  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  upper  part  of  this  arm,  which 
after  the  place  of  ray  nativity,  the  town  of  Lymi 


in  Norfolk,  obtained  the  name  of  Lynn,  Chan¬ 
nel,  approaches  nearer  to  thofe  interior  waters 


of  the  continent,  w^hich  are  Lid  to  be  known  to 


the  traders  and  travellers  from  the  oppofite  fide 
of  America,  than  wx  had  found  the  waters  of  the 
North  Pacific  penetrate  in  any  former  infiance. 
This  approximation  is  towards  the  fouth-wxft 
■fide  of  the  Arathapcfcow  lake,  as  laid  down  in 


Captain  Cook’s  chart,  from  which  its  diftance  is 
about  three  hundred  and  twxnty  geographical 
miles ;  but  from  the  clofe  connedlion  and  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  lofty  fiioww  barrier,  fo  frequently 


before  adverted  to,  trending  fouth-eafiwxrd,  and 
nearly  parallel  to  the  direction  of  the  continental 
lliore,  little  probability  can  remain  of  there  being 
any  navigable  communication,  even  for  canoes 
between  fuch  waters  and  the  North  Pacific 


Ocean,  wdthout  the  interruption  of  falls,  cata¬ 
racts,  and  various  other  impediments. 

The  boats  wxre  fiiortly  joined  in  their  wxy 
downi  the  channel  by  a  large  canoe,  in  which 


there  wxre  about  twenty  Indians,  with  a  chief 
who  aifumed  the  character  of  king  or  principal 
chief  over  all  tlie  people  refiding  up  the  brock-. 
He  introduced  himfclf  in  a  friendly  and  courteous 
manner,  made  Mr.  Wliidbey  a  prefent  of  a  fca 


otter 


430  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVEkY  [jULT^ 

Otter  Hein,  and  cheerfully  received  a  fuitable  re¬ 
turn  ;  but  like  the  Indians  v/ho  had  vifited  the 
vcffels,  he  did  not  care  to  venture  himfelf  in  the 
powder  of  our  party,  and  nothing  could  induce 
him  to  get  into  the  yaw^!,  but  Mr.  \Yhidbey  him¬ 
felf  going  as  a  hoftage  into  his  canoe,  and  there 
remaining  fo  long  as  he  might  think  proper  to 
ftay  in  the  boat.  With  this  requeit  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  did  not  think  proper  to  comply,  yet  they  ac¬ 
companied  our  party  down  the  channel,  who  in 
the  evening  refeed  for  the  night  on  the  eaftern 


Hiorc,  about  five  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  point 
Seduc!:fion  ;  on  their  landing,  the  chief  fliewed 
much  civil  attention,  and,  as  he  had  before  done 
on  all  occalions,  iifed  his  utmofe  endeavours  to 
imprefs  our  gentlemen  with  a  good  opinion  of 
his  fincerity. 


This  chief  Mr.  Whidbey  reprefented  as  a  tall 
tiiin  elderly  man.  He  w’as  dreiied  in  a  much 
more  fuperb  ftyie  than  any  chief  w^e  had  hitherta 
fecn  on  this  coaif,  and  he  fupported  a  degree  of 
ftate  confequence,  and  perfonai  dignity,  unufual 
to  be  found  amongfi:  the  chiefs  of  iN'orth  Weft 
America.  His  external  robe  was  a  very  fine  large 


garment,  that  reached  ftom  his  neck  down  to 
his  heels,  made  of  wool  from  tlie  mountain  fiieep, 
neatly  variegated  with  fcveral  colours,  and  edged 
and  otherwife  decorated  with  little  tufts,  or  froys 
of  woollen  yarn,  dyed  of  various  colours.  His 


head- 
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head-drefs  was  made  of  wood,  much  refcmbling 
m  its  fhape  a  crovm,  adorned  with  bright  copper 
and  brafs  plates,  from  whence  hung  a  number  of 
tails  or  ftreamers,  compofed  of  wool  and  fur 
wrouscht  to2:cthcr,  d\ed  of  various  colours,  and 
each  terminating  by  a  whole  ermine  ftiin.  The 
wTole  exhibited  a  magnificent  appearance,  and 
i.^dicated  a  tafte  for  drefs  and  ornament  that  we 
had  not  fuppofed  the  natives  of  thefc  regions  to 
poflefs. 


The  very  cordial  behaviour  of  tiicfc  new  ac- 
qualntances  did  not,  howcever,  prevent  Mr.  W  hid-' 
bey  from  being  on  his  guard,  and  knovving  that 
there  were  many  others  in  the  nciTnbourhood, 

V 

he  caufed  every  one  of  his  party  to  ileep  in  the 
boats  at  their  grapnels,  a  little  diftance  i'rom  the 
fiiorc,  and  gave  particular  direction  that  the 
w^atch  fhould  be  vigilantly  attentive,  as  lie  had 
rcafon  to  expedl  more  of  the  natives. would  arrive 
in  the  courfe  of  the  night.  In  this  coniedture  he 
w^as  not  miftaken,  for  at  the  next  dawn  of  day  it 
was  difeovered,  that  another  large  canoe,  witli 
three  fmaller  ones,  had  found  their  way  into  the 
cove  unperceived  by  thofe  who  were  on  w^atcli, 
and  at  the  fame  time  two  other  lairyc  canoes,  at- 
tended  by  fcvcral  fmaller  ones,  all  liili  of  Indians, 
were  advancing  at  no  great  diftance,  and  tliofe 
already  in  the  cove,  wxrc  in  motion  towards  the 
boats.  On  this  fiifpicious  appearance,  for  they 
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I 

were  all  armed,  and  prepared  for  hoftiilues,  Mr.^ 
Whidbey  took  fuch  inftaiit  precautions  as  were 
moft  likely  to  repel  any  attempt  that  might  be 
in  contemplation  ;  and  by  the  time  our  party 
had  increafed  their  diftance  a  little  from  the 
fhore,  and  were  prepared  to  aft  on  the  defenfive; 
the  chief,  who  had  flicwm  fuch  marks  of  friendly 
attention  during  the  preceding  day  and  evening, 
was,  with  his  followers,  alongfide  of  the  yawdf 
purfuing  a  mode  of  behaviour  very  different  to 
that  which  he  had  before  obferved.  He  now 
waited  for  no  invitation,  but  on  his  coming  along¬ 
fide,  yvith  an  empty  box  in  his  hand,  he  jumped 
into  the  yawl,  feemingly  with  no  other  intent 
than  that  of  plundering  the  boat :  fortunately, 
however,  the  awning  being  fpread  much  impeded 
his  progrefs,  and  prevented  the  ref!:  of  his  com»' 
panions  from  following  his  example,  before  he 
w^as  obliged  to  retire,  and  put  off  with  his  ca¬ 
noe.  By  this  time  the  other  canoes  had  divided 
their  forces,  and  had  gone  againfl  the  other  tw'o 
boats,  where  they  experienced  a  fimilar  repulfe. 
Notwdthftanding  that  their  numbers  had  now 
increafed  to  at  leaf!:  two  hundred  ;  yet  feeing  our 
boats  wtre  fo  well  prepared,  and  ready  to  aft  on 
their  defence,  they  declined  making  any  further 
attempt,  and  feemed  to  content  themfelves  with 
vaunting  only.  One  chief  in  particular  became 
very  valiant,  he  w  as  of  the  lafi:  party  that  had  ar¬ 
rived. 
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rived,  and  was  in  a  large  canoe  full  of  Indians, 
w^ho  were  well  provided  not  only  with  fpears, 
but  with  feven  mufkets,  and  fome  brafs  blunder- 
bufles,  all  in  mofi:  excellent  order.  He  advanced, 
and  hailed  the  yawl  with  a  fpeaking  trumpet, 
which  he  held  in  one  hand,  and  had  a  fpying 
glafs  in  the  other ;  a  powder  horn  was  flung 
acrofs  his  fhoulders,  and  a  clean  bright  brafs  blun- 
derbufs  was  lying  near  him,  which  he  frequently 
took  up  and  pointed  at  Mr.  Whidbey,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  evidently  fliewed  he  v/as  no  ftranger 
to  the  ufe  and  management  of  fuch  weapons ; 
and  by  his  adroitnefs  in  the  ufe  of  the  trumpet 
and  telefcope,  it  would  feem  that  he  had  not 
been  unfjccefsful  in  copying  this  part  of  mari- 
time  education.  Little  doubt  remained  with 
our  party  as  to  the  h  oft  lie  intentions  of  thefe 
people,  and  it  was  probably  a  very  happy  circum- 
ftance  that  they  had  not  been  more  adtlve  in 
carrying  their  defigns  into  eftedi: ;  for,  befide  the 
arms  already  mentioned,  each  man  was  provided 
with  a  ftiort  handy  dagger,  very  conveniently 
tied  round  his  wrift.  Had  they  with  thefe  wea¬ 
pons  aflailed  our  boats,  and  got  pofiefliou  of 
them  in  the  night  by  furprlze,  w^hich  was  evi¬ 
dently  what  had  been  meditated,  their  projedl 
might  poffibly  have  been  attended  with  ferioits 
confequcnces,  ii  they  had  ^poftefted  fufticlent 
courage  to  hav^e  maintained  a  conteft ;  this  how'-^ 
VoL.  V.  F  f 
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ever  feemed  to  be  very  doubtful,  as  our  boats  re¬ 
mained  for  a  fliort  time  nearly  ftationary,  waiting 
their  affault,  but  this  they  all  thought  proper  to 
decline. 

Some  chaftifement  for  fo  unprovoked  and  trea¬ 
cherous  breach  of  hofpitality  and  good  faith, 
might  probably  have  been  attended  with  the  de- 
firablc  effecSt  of  preventing  fimilar  aggreffions  in 


future ;  but  as  our  party  had  received  no  injury 
from  their  evil  intentions,  Mr.  Whidbey  very 
humanely  defifted  from  taking  any  revenge  ;  and 
notvvdthftanding  he  had  them  much  in  his  powxr, 
VLTkd  could  not  have  fired  upon  them  w'lthout  mak¬ 
ing  great  flaughter,  he  never thclefs  did  not  avail 
himfeif  of  his  fituation,  but  lelt  it  at  their  option 
to  retire,  or  to  become  more  active  aggrclfors. 
By  his  having  directed  his  courfc  toward  mid- 
channel,  the  canoes  wxre  drawn  from  the  fiiorc 
into  the  middle  of  the  channel,  w^here  they  were 
lefs  liable  to  be  troublefome,  as  it  had  appeared 
that  on  all  fuch  occaiions  they  were  defirous  oi 
fecuring  a  retreat,  by  being  near  to  the  rocks  or 
woods.  The  whole  Indian  party  followed  the 
boats  for  a.bout  three  miles,  when  they  gave  up 
their  purfuit,  and  retired,  making  a  great  noife, 
and  holding  up  fca  otter  fleins,  which  they  feem- 
ed  to  Doffeis  in  c^at  abundance. 

With  this  party  three  chiefs  only  had  appeared, 
although,  according:  to  tlicir  own  account,  the 

tnbe 
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tribe  refidlng  up  the  brook  had  belonging  to  it, 
eight  chiefs.  The  whole  of  this  party,  which 
had  been  collected  at  a  very  fliort  notice,  feemed 
to  be  fighting  men;  or  perfons  of  that  defeription, 
there  being  neither  flriplings  nor  women  amongfi: 
them,  excepting  five  principal  ladles,  each  of 
whom,  agreeably  to  the  fafhion  of  the  nations  of 
this  part  of  America,  ffeered  and  condiidted  one 
of  the  five  large  canoes,  the  fcatlon  allotted  to 
them  on  all  warlike  enterprizes,  as  has  been  de- 
feribed  on  a  former  occalion.  By  this  ftrength 
it  will  appear,  that  if,  as  it  is  prefamed,  thefe 
were  three  only  of  the  eight  chiefs  of  the  brook, 
and  that  the  other  five  were  equally  pow^erful, 
this  mufi;  be  amongfi  the  moft  numerous  tribes 
we  had  yet  become  acquainted  w^ith  on  the  coaft 
of  North  Wefl  America. 

The  party  being  at  length  relieved  from  thefe 
very  troubleforne  vlfitors,  with  the  pleafing  re¬ 
flection  ot  not  having  been  driven  to  the  neceffity 
of  depriving  any  one  of  life,  purfued  their  route 
quickly  along  the  eaflern  fliore.  The  weather 
was  dark  and  gloomy,  and  as  the  day  advanced 
the  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  fouthward,  at¬ 
tended  with  much  rain.  At  brcakfafl  time  a 
point,  called  by  me  Point  St.  Mary’s,  was 
reached  in  latitude  longitude  225°  2h 

forming  the  north  point  of  a  bay,  which  I  named 
Berner’s  Baa^  about  four  miles  acrofs,  in  a  di- 

F  f  2  rccllon 
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recftion  S.  20  E.  about  five  miles  deep  to  the  No 
N.  E.  From  the  fouth  point  of  this  bay,  which 
I  called  Point  Bridget,  the  continental  fliorc 
took  a  direftion  S.  26  E.  and  having  advanced 
about  ten  miles  paffing  a  fmall  iiland,  with  fome 
rocks  and  iflets  about  it,  the  feverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  obliged  them  to  take  fiielter  amongft  a  group 
of  fmall  iilets,  where,  during  the  night,  they  ex¬ 
perienced  a  hard  gale  from  the  fouth w^ard,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  heavy  rain,  which  detained  them 
until  eight  in  the  forenoon  of  the  18th,  when 
the  party  refumed  their  examination  in  a  chan¬ 
nel  difficult  to  navigate,  even  for  boats  :  it  being 
much  incommoded  with  numberlefs  rocks  be¬ 
tween  this  group  of  illets  and  the  continent, 
which  ftill  continued  in  the  dircclion  before 
mentioned.  Beyond  thefe  iilets  to  the  weftwurd 
lies  a  larger  iiland,  and  from  the  iliores  of  the 
main  land,  a  iliallow  bank  extends  nearly  half  a 
league,  commencing  about  a  league  from  the 
place  at  which  the  party  had  ilept  the  night  pre¬ 
ceding.  In  paffing  through  this  intricate  navi¬ 
gation,  fmokes  wTre  fecn  in  various  diredlions, 
and  many  Indians  w^ere  obferved  about  the  ffiorcs, 
along  w^hlch  the  party  having  now  advanced 
about  five  miles,  they  came  to  the  north  point  of 
a  fmall  bay  where  the  fnoal  terminated.  Flere 
they  flopped  to  dine  in  cxceffively  cold  rainy 
wxather,  with  a  ftrona:  aalc  of  vrlnd  from  the 

fouth  ward. 
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fouthward.  From  this  ftation  the  fouth  point  of 
the  large  ifiand,  which  in  a  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  di-^ 

reftion  is  about  fix  miles  lone::,  and  about  two 

* 

miles  broad,  lies  N.  77  W.  diilant  two  miles  and 
a  half,  and  forms  the  north  point  of  a  channel 
into  the  main  arm,  about  a  mile  and  three  quar¬ 
ters  wide  ;  the  fouth  point  of  this  channel  being 
alfo  the  weft  point  of  a  narrow  branch  leading  to 
the  fouth-eaft.  After  dinner,  accompanied  by  a 
canoe  and  twelvn  Indians,  the  route  of  the  party 
was  directed  up  this  foifth-eaftern  branch,  but 
their  progrefs,  in  confequence  of  the  very  bad 
weather,  was  rendered  extremely  flow,  and  to¬ 
wards  the  evening  they  had  the  further  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  being  joined  by  another  large  canoe 
full  of  Indians. 

j 

As  the  day  dccHned  with  every  profpedl  of  a 
difmal  boifterous  night,  the  party  anxioufly  looked 
out  for  fome  place  of  flielter,  and  endeavoured  to 
get  rid  of  the  Indians  by  firing  fome  mufkets  over 
their  heads  ;  but  inftead  of  this  mieafure  having 
the  defired  eftcdl,  it  feemed  only  to  m.ake  them 
more  daring;,  and  encourac:ed  them  to  advance 
nearer  to  the  boats.  Thus  cnpleafmtly  circum- 
ftanced,  they  continued  at  their  oars  until  ten  at 
night,  without  having  gained  more  than  four 
miles  from  the  place  where  they  had  dined,  and 
without  the  moft  diltant  probability  of  the  In¬ 
dians  taking;  their  leave.  A!:houg;h  this  branch 
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had  every  appearance  of  being  clofed  not  far 
a- head,  yet  as  Mr,  Whidbey  wifhed  to  afeertain 
that  fad:  pofitively,  the  party  fteered  for  the 
fhore  with  an  intent  of  there  paffing  the  night ; 
this  the  Indians  perceived,  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  thither,  and  got  poffeffion  of  the  beach  be¬ 
fore  them,  where  they  drew  up  in  battle  array, 
with  their  fpears  couched  ready  to  receive  our 
people  on  landing.  There  was  now^  no  alterna¬ 
tive  but  either  to  force  a  landing  by  firing  upon 
them,  or  to  remain  at  their  oars  all  night.  The 
latter  Mr.  Whidbey  confidered  to  be  not  only  the 
moft  humane,  but  the  moft  prudent  meafiire  to 
adopt,  concluding  that  their  habitations  were  not 
far  diftant,  and  believing  them,  from  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fmokes  that  had  been  feen  during  the  day* 
to  be  a  very  numerous  tribe.  So  far  as  the  branch 
had  been  difcernible  before  dark,  which  was  not 
more  than  a  mile  wide,  there  w^as  every  reafon  to 
think  its  termination  had  been  feen  ;  but  lliould 
the  party  have  been  deceived,  it  w^as  here  infi¬ 
nitely  too  rocky  and  dangerous  to  be  confidered 
as  navigable  for  fliipping,  and  for  that  reafon  un¬ 
worthy  any  further  examination,  at  the  rifle  of  a 
ferious  difpiite  wdth  thefe  troublefome  people. 
Thefe  confideratlons  determined  Mr.  Whidbey 
to  return  through  the  channel  above-mentioned 

^  ■  O 

into  the  main  channel,  where,  about  the  da  wni 
oi  day  on  the  IQth,  fhe  boats  arrived  at  a  point 

which 
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which  obtained  the  name  of  Point  Retreat, 
fituated  in  latitude  5  8^  24^,  longitude  225^  12\ 
Here  they  Hopped  to  take  fome  reft,  and  having 
breakfafted,  Mr.  Whidbey,  although  in  fome 
meafure  departing  from  the  fcrupulous  exadtnefs 
with  which  our  furvey  had  been  hitherto  con¬ 
duced,  became  fatisfied  that  the  branch  he  had 
thus  quitted  was  but  barely  navigable  for  boats, 
and  therefore  purfued  his  refearches  about  fixteen 
miles,  to  a  point  called  by  me  Point  Mars- 
DEN,  along  the  eaftern  fnore  of  the  channel,  con¬ 
cluding  it  to  be  the  continent,  taking  a  direCion 
S.  Q  E.  ;  it  is  compofed  of  land,  very  moderately 
elevated,  covered  with  fine  timber,  chiefly  of  the 
pfiiie  kind,  and  terminating  at  the  water-fide 
with  alternate  fteep  rocky  chfts  and  fmali  fandy 
bays,  with  a  few  detached  rocks  and  iflets  lying 
near  it.  The  wind  Vvas  ftill  boifterous,  with 
thick,  rainy,  unpleafant  wTathcr,  fo  that  they 
could  feldom  fee  a  mile  before  them  ;  they  were, 
flowever,  fometimes  favored  by  a  light  northerty 
wind,  with  which,  on  the  20th,  they  advanced 
about  ten  leagues  further,  ftill  finding  the  eaftern 
fnore  comuact,  and  the  country  of  a  firnilar  dc- 
feription  to  that  they  had  pafled  the  preceding 
day.  Here,  at  a  point  in  latitude  5  7^  3  7ft  lon¬ 
gitude  205^  29ft  wbich  I  called  Point  Parker, 
the  party  took  up  their  abode  for  the  night, 
which  was  very  rainy  ;  but  in  the  rnorpina:  of  the 
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21(1  the  weather  became  fair,  and  gave  them  a 
diftinft  view’  of  the  furrounding  region.  It  was 
feen  that  they  were  advancing  in  a  very  fpacious 
llrait  or  channel,  to  all  appearance  free  from  in» 
terruption  ;  its  wxftern  fhore,  diftant  feven  miles, 
appeared  to  confift  of  an  extenfive  tradl  of  land, 
or  a  large  group  of  illands,  that  feemed  to  form 
channels,  which  took  a  wxfterly  direftion  towards 
the  ocean  ;  the  latter  appearing  the  moft  pro¬ 
bable,  I  have  honored  this  country  with  the 
name  of  King  George  the  Third’s  Archi¬ 
pelago. 

The  flood-tide,  although  of  fliort  duration, 
not  running  more  than  two  hours,  had,  flnee 
their  pafling  to  the  fouth  of  the  fpacious  branch, 
communicating  with  Crofs  found,  been  regularly 
obferved  to  come  from  the  fouthward,  and 
ftrongly  indicated  that  this  channel  likewife 
communicated  wdth  the  ocean  in  a  foutherly  dl- 

rcilion.  As  the  weather  was  mow  favorable  to 

,/  ■ 

that  purfult,  they  loft  no  time,  but  ftill  kept 
along  the  caftern  fliore,  which,  from  point  Par¬ 
ker,  took  a  general  direftlon  S.  7  E-  indented 
into  feveral  fmall  bays  ;  the  fliores  are  low,  and 
at  high  tide  are  much  divided  by  the  W'ater.  A 

league  to  the  S.  E.  of  point  Parker,  in  one  of  thefe 

1,1 

bays,  is  an  opening  about  the  eighth  part  of  a 
mile  wide,  where  many  of  the  natives  in  their 
canoes  were  aflembled,  and  frof^  the  treatment 
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our  party  Iiad  lately  received,  it  was  neceffary 
that  their  fire-arms  fliocild  be  in  readinefis,  but  as 
fome  of  them  had  been  loaded  many  days^  Mr. 
Whidbey  ordered  them  to  be  difeharged  into  the 
air  ;  tins  foon  after  produced  a  return  of  nearly 
an  equal  iiuniber  from  the  Indians  on  fliore;  but 
as  the  boats  approached  the  opening,  the  canoes 
wxre'all  haftily  paddled  off  by  the  natives,  and 
foon  difappeared. 

In  the  entrance  f^ve  fathoms  water  was  found, 
and  after  advancing  about  half  a  mile  it  proved 
to  be  only  a  ff  allow  rocky  place,  having  a  fmall 
part  of  its  fouthern  fide  an  Ifland  at  high  water. 
On  each  fide  of  the  entrance  fome  new  habita¬ 
tions  were  conftrudlina:,  and  for  the  firft  time 
during  our  intercourfe  with  the  North  Weft 
American  Indians,  in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  habi- 
tations  were  found  fome  fquare  patches  of  ground 
in  a  ftate  of  cultivation,  producing  a  plant  that 
appeared  to  be  a  fpecies  of  tobacco  ;  and  v/hich, 
we  underftood,  is  by  no  means  uncommion 
amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Queen’s  Charlotte’s 
lllands,  who  cultivate  much  of  this  plant.  On 
the  return  of  the  boats  the  Indians  again  made 
their  appearance  in  a  large  body,  headed  by  a 
chief  who  maniiefted  a  friendly  dlfpofition,  by 
frequently  taking  up  and  laying  dowm  his  muffet, 
and  making  figns  that  thofc  in  the  boats  fhould 
do  the  fame.  On  this  being  complied  with,  he 

fent 
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fcnt  a  yonnc;  man  dreffed  in  a  fcarlet  coat  and 

blue  trowfers  to  invite  our  party  on  iliore  ;  but 

\ 

Mr.  Whidbey  thought  proper  to  decline  the  in¬ 
tended  civility,  but  gave  the  meffenger  to  under- 
lland  he  wanted  fomc  fifli ;  on  which  the  young 
man,  though  not  without  fomc  hefitation,  got 
into  the  yawl,  and  difpatched  his  canoe  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  a  fupply.  It  was  not  long 
before  the  canoe  returned  with  fome  fmall  her¬ 
rings,  for  wliich  they  were  well  rew^arded  ;  and 
no  fooner  was  this  intelligence  known  on  fliore, 
than  the  whole  tribe  were  in  motion,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  minutes  the  boats  were  furroiind- 
ed  by  upwards  of  five  hundred  Indians,  of  all 
ages  and  both  fexes,  fecmingly  v/ith  no  other  in¬ 
tent  than  that  of  carrying  on  a  fair  and  brifk 
trafiic.  This  crowed,  however,  became  very  un- 
pleafmt,  and  on  Mr.  Whidbey  pointing  out  to 
the  chief  that  the  throng  was  inconvenient  to 
cur  party,  he  made  a  fhort  harangue  to  the  fur- 
rounding  multitude,  and  they  all  returned  to  the 
fliorc  ;  the  chief  followed  his  people,  and  fent  an 
abundant  fupply  of  fi(h  to  the  boats,  for  which 
kindnefs  a  Iiandfome  reward  was  fcnt  back,  and 
Mr.  Whidbey  purfued  his  rcfcarches. 

A’lmut  ten  miles  from  point  Parker,  a  projedl- 
ing  point  was  palled,  which  I  called  Poit^T  Sa- 
AiUEL,  this  Ibrms  the  north  point  of  Hood’s  bay, 
which  is  about  a  league  and  a  half  acrofs,  having 
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fome  iflands  nearly  in  its  centre.  On  the  fouth 
point  of  this  bay  the  party  flopped  to  breakfaft, 
and  were  vifited  by  fourteen  canoes  from  the  In- 
dian  tribe  they  had  lafl  leen,  in  none  of  which 
were  more  than  four  perfons.  Their  errand 
feemed  purely  for  the  purpofe  of  trading,  in 
which  they  conduced  themfelves  with  the  great- 
eft  good  humour,  and  the  ftrldleft  honefty  ;  and 
feemed  to  be  infinitely  more  Inclined  to  difpofe 
of  their  fea  otter  fkins  than  of  their  fifh.  Of 
the  former  they  had  great  abundance,  and  many 
were  thrown  into  the  boats,  for  which  they 
thankfully  received  any  trifling  article  of  wearing 
apparel  in  return.  Mr.  Whidbey  deferibed  their 
canoes  as  not  materially  differing  from  the  gene¬ 
ral  fafhion  of  thofe  of  Nootka,  and  the  parts  to 
the  north- weft  of  that  pla.ee,  although  they  were 
better  contrived,  far  more  ferviceable,  and  infi¬ 
nitely  neater  than  any  of  that  fort  which  he  had 
feen  on  this  coaft.  From  thefe  people  he  un- 
derftood,  that  the  weftern  coaft  was  compofed 
of  feveral  iflands  which  they  had  lately  pafied 
through,  and  had  traded  with  vcfiels  in  fome 
port  on  the  exterior  coaft,  from  wdience  they 
procured  moft  of  the  European  comuxiodities  they 
had  about  them,  confiftlng  chiefly  of  wearing  ap¬ 
parel  ;  of  which,  coats  and  cloth  trowfers  feemed 
by  them  to  be  preierred  to  <pvery  other  article, 

excepting 
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excepting  arms  and  ammunition :  copper  and 
iron  being  reduced  to  a  very  inferior  value. 

Quitting  this  ftation,  Mr.  Whidbey  contirmcd 
his  furvey  along  the  eaftern  fliore,  ftill  in  the  dl- 
redion  of  S.  7  E. ;  two  fmaller  bays  were  now 
paffed,  and  off  the  points  of  each  of  them  iflets 
and  rocks  were  feen  lying  at  a  little  diftance.  In 
the  evening  a  point  was  reached  in  latitude  57!^ 
3  oh  near  which  the  party  refted  for  the  night  in 
a  frnall  cove.  Soon  after  dark  they  wxre  viiited 
by  fome  Indians,  who,  on  being  given  to  under- 
ftand  that  their  company  w^as  not  defired,  quietly 
departed,  riere  they  evidently  experienced  the 
oceanic  fwell  rolling  from  the  fouthward ;  and 
after  proceeding  the  next  morning  1 3  miles,  S. 
10  E.,  they  arrived  at  a  point,  from  whence  a 
clear  and  diftlnth:  view  of  the  fea  was  gained,  be¬ 
tween  the  high  land  of  cape  Declfion,  lying  S. 
g  E.  and  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  land,  form¬ 
ing  the  weftern  fide  of  thefe  firaits  lying  fouth. 
Elere  Mr.  Whidbey  obferved  the  latitude  to  be 
57°  ih  longitude  225®  3Q^.  The  fliorcs  of  the 
eaitern  fide,  along  which  they  had  pafied  fince 
the  morning  of  the  igth,  Vvcrc  confidered  in  ge¬ 
neral  to  be  not  more  than  moderately  high,  and 
terminating  unitormly  in  a  bold  fliore,  free  from 
flioals  or  other  interruptions  to  navigation  ;  ex¬ 
cepting,  that  the  flood- tide  is  of  fliort  duration, 
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the  ftream  having  been  generally  found  to  let 
downwards.  The  furface  of  the  country  is  com- 
pofcd  of  rugged  rocks,  but  in  their  chafms  was  a 
tolerably  good  foil,  which  produced  an  abundance 
of  very  fine  timber  of  the  pine  tribe  in  great  va¬ 
riety,  fome  of  which  trees  meafured  twenty-three 
feet  in  girt ;  but  the  oppofite  fhore  feemed  to  be 
compofed  of  rugged  mountains  lefs  fertile,  and 
fifing  by  a  more  fteep  afcent  from  the  water  fide. 
From  this  point,  which  obtained  the  name  of 
Point  Gardner,  in  a  diredion  S.  23  E.,  lie 
fome  rocks  and  a  fmall  ifland,  the  former  at  the 
diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  the  latter 
at  that  of  three  miles.  It  forms  alfo  the  fouth- 
wefi:  point  of  entrance  into  another  very  fpacious 
arm  of  the  fca,  that  takes  a  diredlon  toward  the 
N.  E.  wdiere,  after  continuing:  their  examination 

O 

for  about  ten  miles  alon.q:  its  larboard  or  north- 
weftern  Ihore,  off  which  lie  many  detached  rocks; 
the  party  reflied  for  the  night  near  a  point  which 
I  called  Point  Tovv^nsend. 

In  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  weather  was 
again  dark  and  gloomy  ;  it  however  permitted 
them  to  fee,  that  the  furroundinff  regions  were 
too  much  divided  by  water,  to  admit  of  the  mofi: 
diftant  probability  of  their  being  able  to  complete 
their  furvey  up  to  cape  Dccifion,  during  this  ex¬ 
pedition ;  the  party  having  alfcady  been  abfent 
the  length  oi  time  for  which  they  had  been  pro¬ 
vided', 
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vided,  aiiQ  being  now  difiant  upwards  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  miles  from  the  veiTels.  Mr« 
Whidbey  was  therefore  obliged  to  decline  any 
further  prdfecution  of  his  refearches,  and  to  make 
the  bell  ot  his  w^ay  back  to  Crofs  found.  They 
had  now  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  eaftw^ard,  which 
after  they  had  palTed  point  Gardner  veered  to  the 
S.  E.  greatly  increafed,  and  was  attended  with 
heavy  rain  ;  but  as  it  was  fair,  and  juft  permitted 
the  boats  to  carry  their  clofe-reefed  forefalls,  they 
made  great  progrefs  oritii  the  yawd’s  mafe  w^as 
carried  away,  wdiich  compelled  them  to  flop  in  a 
fmali  cove  to  repair  the  damage.  Here  they  em^ 
braced  an  opportunity  of  taking  fomc  refrefliment> 
of  which  they  flood  in  great  need,  as  they  w^ere 
all  extremely  wet  arid  very  cold.  Soon  after 
quitting  this  place,  they  pafled  clofe  by  the  village 
of  friendly  Indians,  but  not  one  of  them  w^as 
feen,  and  it  is  moil  probable  that  the  badnefs  of 
the  weather  had  coRiined  them  to  their  habita¬ 
tions.  At  the  time  of  flartlng  from  the  cove> 
Mr.  Whidbey  had  intended  to  av^ail  himfelf  of 
the  favorable  gale,  by  running  all  night ;  but  by 
eleven  o’clock  the  atmofphere  became  fo  thick, 
and  the  night  fo  dark,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  that  dcfign,  and  take  flielter  in  a  fmall 
cove  on  the  caftern  ihorc,  2 1  leagues  from  point 
Gardner.  On  the  following  morning  the  wca- 
thtr  w^as  calm;  fair,  and  pleafant ;  but  the  pre¬ 
ceding 
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L-edins;  e:ale  had  left  behind  it  a  lliort  irregular 
fwell,  which  rendered  their  paflage  acrofs  the 
ftraits  fo  extremely  tedious  and  ilovv^  that  they 
did  not  reach  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  branch 
leadina:  into  Crofs  found  until  near  noon  ;  when 

o 

from  this  point,  which  obtained  the  name  of 


Point  Augusta,  and  isfituated  in  latitude  58^ 
3¥y  longitude  225°  1  of  their  courfe  was  diredled 
along  the  fouth>weft  fll6re  ;  but  the  continued 
agitation  of  the  water,  fo  obftrudfed  their  rove- 


ing,  that  they  had  not  advanced  more  than  two 
leagues,  before  it  was  time  to  halt  for  the  night. 

The  weather  continued  to  be  calm  and  plea- 
fant,  and  as  they  again  proceeded  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  25th,  this  fide  of  the  branch  was  found 
to  be  compofed  chiefly  of  rocky  cliffs,  with  iflets 


and  detached  rocks,  lying  at  feme  dlffancc  from 


the  fliore,  which  was  compadf,  not  very  high, 
but  well  covered  with  wood,  taking  a  dircdtloii 
N.  Oo  W.  17  miles  to  a  point  which  I,  called 
Point  Sophia;  forming  the  north-eaft  point  of 
entrance  into  a  deep  found,  which  I  named  Port 
.Frederick,  about  a  league  wide,  in  an  eaft  and 
weft  dircdlion,  winding  to  the  fouthward,  and 
apparently  much  divided  by  water.  From  the 
weft  fide  of  this  found  the  fnorc  took  a  more 


northerly  dlrecftlon,  with  forrie  iflets  lyinv  near 
it,  to  a  point,  which  is  the  nortlicrn  extremity 
of  this  fLippofed  arciiipelsgo,  and  v\iik:h  oi/tained 
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the  name  of  Point  Adolphus,  fituated  in  lati¬ 
tude  58°  18'',  longitude  224°  28|''.  This  point 
the  party  reached  in  the  evening,  and  about  a 
league  to  the  fouth-weft  of  it  they  refted  for  the 
night  in  a  fmall  cove  under  a  high  hill,  wh^re  a 
box  was  found  about  four  feet  fquare,  placed 
upon  wooden  pillars  about  fix  feet  from  the 
ground.  This  box  contained  the  remains  of  a 
human  body  very  carefully  wrapped  up,  and  by 
its  fide  w^as  eredted  a  pole  about  twenty  feet  high, 
painted  in  horizontal  ftreaks  red  and  whiter  the 
colours  were  frefli  and  lively,  and  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  neatnefs  of  the  wToIe,  it  was  fuppofed  to 
be  the  fcpulchre  of  fome  chief.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  in  making  the  beft  of  their  way  towards  the 
veffels,  the  fouthern  fiiore  w^as  found  from  point 
Adolphus,  to  contain  many  open  bays,  and  to 
take  an  irregular  courfe  about  S.  77  W.  feven- 
teen  miles  aud,  a  half  to  point  Lavinia.  In  this 
route  they  paffed  to  the  fouth  of  the  group  of 
rocky  iflands,  noticed  on  the  1  Ith  at  point  Wim¬ 
bledon.  Thefe  iflands  form  a  kind  of  termina¬ 
tion  to  Crofs  found,  and  almoft  feparate  it  from 
the  paflage  to  the  ocean  which  had  now  been 
difeovered  ;  but  betwTen  thefe  iflands  and  the 
fhores  that  form  the  northern  and  fouthern  fides 
of  entrance  into  this  fpacious  branch,  there  are 
two  narrow'  channels  ;  the  northernmoft  being 
the  wddeft  is  near  a  mile  acrofs,  the  fouthernmoft 


13 


f 


BOUND  THE  WORLD. 


1794.] 


449 


is  about  half  that  width,  both  of  which  are  free 
from  rocks,  fhoals,  or  any  other  impediments, 
excepting  the  large  maffes  of  floating  ice,  wdiich 
at  that  time  rendered  each  of  thefc  channels  very 
dangerous  to  navigate,  although  in  the  fummer 
feafon  ;  and  in  the  winter,  they  are  moft  pro¬ 
bably  intliely  clofed,  or  impaflable.  The  fhores 
of  that  branch  had  the  appearance  of  affording 
fome  aood  harbours,  but  thefe  muff  neccffarily 

c  -  •r 

be  greatly  inconvenienced  by  the  ice,  which  did 
not  appear  to  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his  party,  to 
have  been  much  dimlmlhed  in  the  courie  of  the 
fornight  they  had  been  abfent,  although  they  had 
not  experienced  quite  fo  much  difficulty  in  paff- 
ing  through  it  on  their  return,  as  on  thelr^outfet, 
which  was  accompliflied  as  before  ffated,  having, 
notwithffanding  the  extremely  fevcre  and  boiff 
terous  weather  that  had  generally  prevailed, 
completed  in  about  fixteen  daysi^  traverfe  of  up^ 
wards  of  five  hundred  miles. 

Such  being  the  refult  of  Mr.  Whidbey’s  re-^ 
fearches,  I  fhall  nov/  proceed  to  notice  fuch  clr- 
cumffances  refpedting  the  port  in  which  the  vef- 
fels  had  taken  their  ftation,  and  the  neighbouring 
fliores  of  Crofs  found,  as  fell  under  my  obferva* 
tion.  i 

Although  the  exiffence  of  this  fpaclous  arm  of 
the  ocean  has  been  publicly  denied  by  fome  vifi- 
tors  fubfequent  to  its  original  difcovery  by  Cap- 
VoL.  V.  Gg  taia 
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tain  Cook,  yet  in  common  juftice  to  the  abilities 
of  that  able  navigator,  it  muil:  be  obferved,  that 
he  has  given  a  much  more  accurate  defcription 
of  it,  than  from  the  tranfitory  diftant  view  he 
had  of  it,  might  have  been  reafonabljvexpecled. 
The  recent  examination  it  has  now  undergone 
has  however  fliewn,  that  cape  Crofs  ts  not  pre- 
cifely  its  fouth-eaftern  point  of  entrance,  as  from 
that  cape  a  tradl  of  low  rocky  land  extends  in  a 
north  direftion  about  feven  miles  to  a  point, 
from  whence  the  fouthcrn  -fliore  of  the  found 
•takes  a  flharp  turn  about  N.  40  E.  and  conftltutes 
•that  as  the  fouth-eaf!:  point  of  entrance,  to  which 
I  have  given  the  name  of  Point  Bingham  ;  it 
lies  from  cape  Spencer  S.  1  7  E.  diftant  ten  miles., 
and  affords  a  bold  entrance  into  the  found,  with¬ 
out  rock,  flioal,  or  any  permanent  obftacle.  This 
appears  to  be  the  cafe  alfo  in  every  other  part  of 
the  found,  and  if  it  do  poflefs  any  navigable  ob- 
jeflion,  it  is  the  unfathomable  depth  of  it,  which 
every  where  exifts,  excepting  very  near  the 
fhores,  along  which,  in  many  places  are  detached 
rocks ;  thefe  however  He  out  of  the  way  of  its 
navigation,  and  are  fufficiently  confpicuous  to  be 
avoided. 

The  northern  fliores  of  this  found  from  cape 
Spencer  to  point  Wimbledon,  which  I  confider 
as  its  boundary  in  that  quarter,  have  been  already 
noticed  in  the  account  of  Mr,  Wh.idbey’s  excurr 
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lion  ;  and  as  I  confider  point  Lavinia  to  be  its 
eaftern  boundary,  there  yet  remains  to  ftate  of 
w^hat  its  fouth-eaftern  part  is  compofed. 

Between  the  above-mentioned  eaftern  boun¬ 
dary  and  point  Bingham,  on  that  fide,  there  are 
two  openings;  the  firfl:  lying  from  point  Bihg^ 
ham  N.  60  E.  diftant  four  miles,  appeared  to  be 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  wide,  and  to  take  a 
dire6lIon  S.  30  E.  for  fome  diftance.  This  was 
not  examined  by  us,  but  will  moft  likely  be  found 
to  afford  anchorage  and  fecure  fhelter;  the  other 
is  the  port  Althorp  which  we  had  laft  quitted. 
This  has  its  fouth  point  of  entrance,  which  has 
obtained  the  name  of  Point  Lucan,  fituated  ia 
the  fame  line  of  dlrefilon,  ten  miles  from  point 
Bingham.  From  point  Lucan,  in  a  diredtioii 
about  IN.  W.  lies  a  narrow'  high  ifland,  about 
two  miles  and  a  quarter  in  length  ;  and  between 
its  fouth-eaft  point  and  point  Lucan  there  are 
twm  fmall  iflets,  which  render  that  paffage  not 
fo  commodious  for  failing  in  and  out  of  the  port, 
as  that  by  which  we  had  entered,  being  to  the 
north  of  that  ifland,  between  it,  and  the  wTfterii 
part  of  a  clufter  of  three  fmall  iflands,  which  ex¬ 
tend  about  two  miles  from  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
port.  This  channel  is  clear,  free  from  danger, 
and  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  width,  with 
a  tolerably  fnug  cove,  juft  within  its  north-weft 
point  of  entrance,  y/here  wc  anchored,  and  re- 
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maincd  during  our  llaj.  The  high  narrow  ifland 
affords  great  protedlion  to  the  northern  part  of 
this  port,  which,  oppofite  to  that  ifland,  is  about 
two  miles  and  an  half  wide ;  but  nearly  in  the 
middle  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  the  fouth 
point  of  the  ifland  are  fome  detached  rocks ;  and 
at  point  Lucan,  which  is  fituated  from  the  fhlp’s 
cove  S.  23  E.  four  miles  and  an  half  diftant,  the 
width  of  the  harbour  is  tw^o  miles,  from  whence 
it  extends  S.  30  E.,  about  two  leagues,  and  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  bafon,  that  affords  good  and  fecure 
anchorage,  the  befi;  paifage  into  which  is  on  the 
eaftern  fhore.  The  cove  in  which  the  fliips  were 
flatloned  afforded  good  anchorage  alfo,  but  it  w'^as 
not  fo  well  fheltered  as  the  bafon,  nor  was  there 
any  frefli  water  in  it  that  could  eafily  be  procured; 
a  di  fad  vantage  that  can  be  readily  done  away  by 
reforting  to  a  ftream  of  excellent  water  clofe  at 
hand,  on  the  eaftern  fnore,  where  our  calks  were 
filled  in  the  boat.  The  furrouiiding  country  is 
chiefly  compofed  of  a  rugged  rocky  fubftance, 
covered  with  a  foreft,  confiftlng  in  general  of 
pine  trees ;  and  wdiere  the  fteep  acclivities  do 
not  forbid  their  growth,  they  were  fecn  down  to 
the  water’s  edge. 

The  w^eather,  for  the  moft  part,  during  our 
continuance  in  port  was  boifterous,  rainy,  and 
unpleafant,  which  allowed  but  few  opportunities 
for  making  aftronomical  obfervations.  The  re- 
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fults,  however^  of  fuch  as  we  were  enabled  to 
procure,  are  as  follow:  (viz.) 

On  the  12th  of  July,  in  Crofs  found,  the  chro¬ 
nometers  {hewed  the  following  longitude;  (viz.)* 
Arnold’s  No.  14,  223^  55^;  Arnold’s  No.  17^? 
224^  4^';  and  Kendall’s  224°  4V,  The  true  lon¬ 
gitude  being  223°  55^,  it  appeared  that  No.  14 
was  cdrredt,  and  that  No.  176  and  Kendall’s  were 
each  of  them  30^'  to  the  eaftward  of  the  true 
longitude. 

By  twenty  fets  of  obfervations, 
taken  between  the  12th  and  20th 
of  July,  Arnold’s  No.  1 4  was  found 
to  be  fafi;  of  mean  time  at  Green¬ 
wich  at  noon  on  the  26th,  4^'  2Q^ 

And  gaining,  per  day,  at  the 

rate,  of  23 

Arnold’s  No.  17O  fall:  of  mean 

time,  on  the  fame  day,  9  54  25 

And  gaining,  per  day,  at  the 

rate  of  51  4^''^ 

Kendall’s  faft  of  mean  time,  on  do.  8  58  24 
And  gaining,  per  day,  at  the 

rate  of  25  8 

The  latitude  of  the  place  of  obfer- 
vatlon,  by  three  meridional  al¬ 
titudes,  58°  12' 

The  mean  variation,  by  four  com- 
pallcs  and  forty-four  fets  of  ob¬ 
fervations. 


I# 
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fervations,  differing  from  2/^ 

32'  to  32®  42^y  file  w  ed  the  varia¬ 
tion  to  be  30® 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needle. 
Marked  end.  North  Face  Eaft,  79°  28'  20^' 
Ditto  ditto  Weft,  fg'  30  4.0 
Ditto  South  Face  Eaft,  77  15 
Ditto  ditto  Weft,  79  35  - 

Mean  inclination  of  the  magnet! 


needle. 


78  58  35 


END  OF  THE  FIFTH  VOLUMBo 
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